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The  amusing  Memoirs  of  James  Allan,-  the  unrivalled 
piper,  have  been  published  by  various  persons,  and  have 
commanded  different  degrees  of  attention  and  approbation. 
But  the  present  writer  has  succeeded  in  procuring  many 
interesting  and  well-authenticated  anecdotes  in  the  eventful 
life  of  this  singular  character,  and  which,  he  trusts,  will 
reader  this  work  peculiarly  valuable  and  essentially  original. 
Besides,  the  biographical  sketches  of  Allan^t  life  that  have 
appeared,  evince  much  haste  and  carelessness,  and  are  ex- 
pressed in  a  style  either  low  and  vulgar,  or  bombastical  and 
inappropriate. 

If  a  writer  mny  be  permitted  to  quote  himself,  I  shall 
venture  to  repeat  the  observations  which  were  made  on  this 
subject  on  another  occasion : — *'  What  claims  can  a  vagrant 
piper  have  to  the  remembrance  of  posterity  ?  Should  any 
one  be  so  contracted  as  querulously  to  ask  tbis  question,  I 
reply,  mapy;  for  there  never  lived  ^a  human  being,  however 
obscure,  degraded,  and  comparatively  unimportant,  whose 
life,  if  faithfully  and  correctly  narrated,  would  not  furnish 
lessons  and  examples  eminently  conducive  to  the  extension 
of  knowledge  and  happiness. 

^^  That  profound  observer  of  men  and  manners,  Ixitd  Ba- 
con, prefers  biography  to  every  other  species  of  historical 
composition^  because  it  exhibits  'the  smaller  passages  and 
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motions  of  men  and  manners  f  and  the  celebrated  Dr.  John- 
son remarks,  that '  the  mischievous  consequences  of  vice  and 
folly,  of  irregular  desires  and  predominant  passions,  are  best- 
discovered  by  those  relations  which  are  levelled  with  the 
general  surface  of  life.'  r     • 

"  But  the  moral  portrait  of  James  Allan  is  peculiarly  enti- 
tled to  the  attention,  of  mankind,  as  it  presents  such  a  variety 
of  curious  and  interesting  features  as  must  prove  highly 
gratifying  to  persons  of  all  ages,  pursuits,  and  conditions  of 
•Hfe.    ■••.'■         ■  •  "'.'■•■'-  i  '.  J 

^^Here  the  philosopher  m^y  view  the  wofking^t  9f;(thf^ 
human  mind^  trace  the  power  of  external  otjjedts;  and  the 
iufluence  of  early. habits,  in  generating  tho9f^  moral  ibotives 
which  constituje  character. 

<^The  moralisi  will  find  in  these  mi^oira  a  'ota^noih^ 
proof  of  the  absolute  necessily  of  morality  in  order  to'pra. 
duoe  individual  happiness;  and  thai  vioe  and  &Uy;  wfaatJever 
^uctive  forms  they  may  assume^  will  always!  terminate  in 
disappointment  a^d  misery^  .        .  { 

^^  The  antiquary  will  find  repeated  notices  of  those  popu*^ 
lar' observances^  vulgar  enfons,  and  ancient  cnstome,  which 
ItiSbrd  the  best  elucidation  of  the  history  of  other  times; 
Jbeing  highly  illustrative  of  the  obaracter  and  pucsoitaof  our 
f  upetstitiOMs,  warlike,  and  turbulent  forefathers. 
;  '*In  tUs  brfef  history,  the  cwrww^  will  he  tflmised  with  a 
lively  representation  of  an  interesting  class  of  peopfeyinot  yet 
whoUy  extinct;  and  in  whom  the  habits  of  a  vulgar,  erratk 
Kfe^  aii()  a  di^e^ard  of  the  laws  and  institutions  of .  society, 
fu^e  so  eooibipe^  with  many  excellent  qualities,  aato  pnxluce 
an  effect  striking  and  peculiar.    .  '     > 

.  <'  %h&lover9^^mti9k  will  here  behold  repeated  testimonies 
of  tlie  trpth  of  our  diyirte>bttrd's  eulogy  on  thi&  beatenly  art^ 
%nd  that  it  dpe^  indeed  pessesa  chamors  cakuhded  ^  to  soothe 
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'f.h^  tavagfi  breast-  The  compUbeent  reception  this  wancki^ 
ing  min^^l  experienced  in  the  mast  wild  and  inhospitably 
re^oDAf  evinces  that  the  love  of  music  is  an  instinct  subfist- 
ing  in  our  nature.  This  feeling  is  excellently  adapted  for 
.^oothii^  jthe  caireS)  and  augmenting  the  happiness  of  life^ 
find  it  possessor  the  rare  iblicity  of  combining  pleasure  an4 
juAoeencBywIkik  ane  too  cften  at  variance.     - 

^Etery  man,'  in  sh^ft^  must  peruse  with  pleasure  and^ 
{HTofil  the  history'  of  a  man  who  was:  so  rarely  endowed; 
:wbp9e  errOilB^  orim^^  and  misfortunes  were  so  numerous  and 
IHsn^kablei  and  w4iose  fortitjude,  courage,;  and  sufferings 
would^  vbad  he  been  capable  of  recording  their  nature  and 
successions  have  formed'one  of  the  most  useful  and  splendid 
exhibitioner  of  human  exertions  ever  offered  to  the  attentiaa 
affnatikind.  ,•  .  - 

^^  The  life  of  this  singular  character  has  all  the  adr  of  a 
fpoaane^  thp  incidents  beingso yft)Rii9us  and  extraordinary; 
I^Ut  the  eolation  possesses  sueb  genuine  m^ ks  of  authenticity 
a»  m^st^^siitisfy  the  most  stsrupulous.  Allan  was  extremely 
illiterate^  anid  utterly  incapable  of  perusing  the  narratives  of 
the  adveii^uf  (HIS  voyaget  and  the  ciirious^  trav^ller^  much  less 
^;C<Hlectii^' and  arranging  their  scattered  ranarks  on  the 
manners  asBd  customs  whidbb  prevail  in  distanrt  and  ui^re-i 
quented  countries,  with  a  view  to  impose  upon  the  ^pul^Cl( 
Y^hi$  obs(^rvifti<)fias  in  Cbina^  m  Indid^  in  Tartary,  AXRJnin 
crtherxroiintiiesy  exaetjy  correspond  with  those  published  by. 
^be  mojM;.  ledrmed,  ^ourat^  and  esteemed  traveU^s^  imd 
afford  snob  JnpesMmfltive  and  iaternal  evidencefrof  the  sub^ 
stantied  veracity  of  tUs  history,  as  must  dissipate  the  most; 
Btervelkmsa^  obstinate  credulity. 

(  ^^Eeir/of-.tlhe  laeal  ^vedts  that  distinguished  the  chequered 
tod  vagmht:  life  of  Alfam  rest  on  his  own  au'^rityt^ne: 
they  are  kn^wm  to  au^etous  and  respectable  living  witiie«6es< 
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'The  shades  of  difference  that  may  distinguish  their  modes  of 
relation  are  inseparable  from  that  species  of  testimony.^ 

In  explanation  of  the  above,  it  is  necessary  Co  observe  that 
many  of  the  occurrences  in  Allan's  eventful  life  were,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  related  by  himself  to  various  persons  in  the  confi- 
dence  of  private  conTcrsation ;  and  as  he  never  suspected  that 
his  words  would  be  penned,  much  less  publis&ed  to  the  world, 
his  vanity  was  the  less  likely  to  give  a  false  and  plausible 
colouring  to  his  achievements*  He  could  have  no  ambition 
to  rival  Psalmanazer.  Indeed,  his  ignorance!  of  letters  was 
so  great,  that  he  never  knew  the  alphabet ;  and  tfiougfa  be 
was  occasionally  seen  in  company  perusing  the  newspapers 
with  much  apparent  interest,  yet  be  never  ventured  upon 
this  exhibidpn  unless  he  bad  first  noticed  the  figure  of  a 
horse,  a  cock,  or  a  house,  by  wbich  he  distinguished  the  top 
from  the  bottom  of  the  paper. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  first  signature  of  his  present 
majesty  George  jhe  Fourth,  when  Prince  Regent,  officially 
addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  Durham,  was  aMxed  to  a  free 
pardon  for  James  Allan^  then  under  sentence  of  transportisi« 
tion  for  life.  But  ere  this  merciful  document  arrived,  th0 
aged  sufferer  had  descended  into  the  tranquil  grave,  and  was 
thus  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  human  reHef  and  of  royiU 
clemency. 

The  memoirs  of  th^  famous  pip^  will  be  found  inter- 
spersed with  much  curious  information  respecting  the  Gipsy 
tribes,  whose  persons  have  always  been  objects  of  persecution^ 
instead  of  the  protection  of  the  laws.  It  is  calculated  that 
'about  eight  hundred  tJiousafid  Gipsies  are  scattered  over  £u-  . 
rope,  of  which  number  eighteen  thouecmd  reside  in  England* 
A  people  so  numerous  and  so  singular  is  certainty  entitled' to 
general  attention;  though  their  history,  their  condition^  and 
their  halnts,  are  only  very  imperfectly  ui^derstood. 
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CHAPTER!. 

l^e  AOan  Fanply-^-Birtli'Of  WiBiain,  the  Father  of  /aiiiei— His  Pecsoa  and 
Pnnuits-^HemoveB  to  Rothbiuy,  and  marries  a  Gipsy  Girl — Anecdotes  of  his 
second  Wife— His  Bogs  and  Success  in  Otter  Hontiag— Anecdote  of  Lord  Ra- 
vensworth— Will's  Search  for  Hs  Dog  Peachem— Hts  Independence  and  Dislike 
of  soft  Beds— Made  Water-keeper  of  the  Coquet— His  Attachment  to  that  River 
—Excels  in  Pipe  Music-^-His  Mimtrel  Pride— His  last  Days— Dies  playing  a 
^vouBle  Air— Poetically  described  in  the  Lay  of  the  Reedwater  MinstreL 

Jl  he  name  of  the  family  of  Allan  is  familiar  to 
all  thfe  inhabitants  of  the  north  of  England,  where 
the  recital  of  their  many  singular  exploits  continues 
to  excite  feelings  of  the  most  lively  interest.  Some 
have  doubted  whether  the  Allans  were  geniune 
Gipsies.  It  is  certain  that  they  displayed  all  the 
peculiarities  of  that  caste;  but  whether  these  were 
acquired  by  adoption,  or  by  their  regular  descent 
from  the  wiginal  stock,  is  unknown.  The  latter  is 
the  most  probable,  opinion. 

William  Allan,  commonly  called  "a&?  WuU^  the 
father  of  James,  the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  was 
bom  in  1704^  at  Bellingham,  in  the  parish  of  Si*- 
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monbum,*  in  the  west  of  Northumberland,  He 
was  a  man  of  much  rustic  shrewdness,  dry  wit,  and 
proud  independence.  Hafing  the  unremitted  toils, 
and  despising  the  refined^  comforts  of  civilized  life, 
he  loved  to  indulge  in  his  Own  simple  feelings  of 
enjoyment,  and  to  resist  all  powers  but  those  of 
nature  and  of  necessity.  ^In  person  he  was  about 
six  feet  high^  jaw-boned,  and  a^le,  with  a  hardy, 
weather-beaten  ^oaijd^xien:  Ue  -  li^csme,  in  early 
life,  an  expert  and  skilful  player  on  the  bagpipes, 
which  endeared  him.  to.  his  Gipsy  Associates,  and 
secured  him  the  warm  hospitality  of  the  merry  and 
spirited  inhabitant  of  J  iNo;rth  ^Tindale.  When 
obliged  to  seek  shelter  from  the  storms  of  winter 
in  his  native  hut,  he  added  to  his  me&ns  of  •  i9ublsii»iC 
ence  by  ipending  pots  and  pans,  ai^%^*m^ 
gpooils,  besoms,  and  baskets ;  but  when  the  iseawn 
and  the  weather,  permitted,  he  was  always  engagifed 
in  travelling,  or  in  his  favourite.  ^laplcyfm^rUp.i^ 

r   1 
f.  j*;Thi8  wild,  TomaniiCjL  and  mountainous  pirish^  wa^  VGR  xnites 

^  cifci^mference.     The  inliabitants,  yrho  weie  dirided  -inij^^  clan^ 

,'^jdTp  always  celebrated  for  their-  bold,  adroit,  predatory  expioits  ; 

aiiffeven  so  late  as  the.  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  industrious  paid 

a  kind  of  protection  tribute  to  the  most  powerful  chiefe.    Maby 

df  the  Incorporated  Companite  <tf  Nfewcastla  ufxm  S^ne  refused 

to  take  ^  native  of  Tihdale  for  an  a)iprentice«  ,  B^t  the  rebellion  i)| 

J715  r^movBd  the  more'  daring,  spirits  fromthis  district.     A  bold 

and  desperate  outlaw,  jcommonly  called  iSdr  Wifliam  JBjown,  who 

was  hangpd  at  Newcastle  in  1743/  wsfe  the  last  distinguished  hfead 

bf  the  Border  thieves  or  Moss-troopers,    hareshaw  Coibmon,  neat- 

Pellingham,  contains  above  7000  acres,  so  t!idt  this  pljtoe  was-  ex* 

o^Plently  well  iM^)ted  fof  the  rfendezvous  of  wandering  vagabcrnds. 

In  1811,  Sittionburn  parish  was  divided  into  ^ve  distinct  rectorie^^ 

an4  the  inhabitants.  havQ  long  since  become  hs  bonesb  and  nearly 

as  ^edalte  as  their  nei^hboum.  .  -•  '  '.      .  ^   :  .    .  .     . 


Digitized  by 


Googh 


JA1il£8  ali:aK4  i 

kig.  In  this  art  fcis  skill  and  dexterity  were  con^ 
fessedly  unriVdlled.  This  attBcbment  to  fishing  was 
to  strongly  displayed  in  all  the  members  of  his 
family^  that  a  gehtlemaA  well  acquainted  with  their 
j^ursuits  once  observed,  •♦  that  if  any  of  the  AUan 
famMy  were  dying,  the  very  mention  of  a  salmoil 
Would  bring  them  to  life  again/* 

At  an  early  period  of  Will's  life,  he  and  his  bro* 
th^r  James  left  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  took 
tip  their  station  in  the  romantic  wilds  of  Rothbury.* 
Amongst  other  attractions  this  place  possessed,  it 
was  the  head  quarters  of  a  strong  gang  of  Gipsied. 
At  Swindon  Were  several  houses,  formerly  occupied 
by  colliers;  but  on  the  w:6rking  of  the  aborning 
Jiit  being  abandoned,  the  workmen  removed,  and 
their  cottages  were  immediately  converted  into  s 
Gipsy  station.  Ilere  Will  and  his  pipes  were  en- 
gaged in  many  a  midnight  revel.  At  this  place 
he  married  a  fine  Gipsy  girl,  named  Betty ^  who  bora 

•  ^j^hbuiy  parish^  wliieh  oecapies  a  central  situation  in  Nortbi^ 
nmMBoadj  consists  par$ljf  of  naked  rocks^  sterile  meuntainsi 
iceary  morasses,  and  bteak  heaths,  and  partly  of  highly  caltiTate4 
lands,  with  extensive  and  fertile  haughs,  through  which— 

". The  crystal  rivulet,  that  o'er 

-  A  stony  channel  rolls  its  rapid  nuuSe, 

Swarms  with  the  silver  fry." 
In  &ct,  Ae  Coquet  is  one  of  the  pleastotest  trout  streams  1% 
Sngland.  Previous  to  the  Union,  the  inhabitants  of  this  district/ 
in  consequence  of  constant  feuds  and  alarms,  were  fierce,  darings 
and  subtle;  and  when  the  authority  of  law  began  to  operate,  they 
Iteeame-  equally  famous  for  poaching,  drinking,  gambling,  and 
fig)itixig«  DtiriQg  the  last  century,  these  habits  gradually  grew, 
weaker;  but  a  passionate  fondne/w  for  music  retained  all  its  an-^ 
dient  vigouf.  Considering  all  these  circumstances,  Allan  shewed 
uuch  judgment  in  the  selection  of  his  residence* 

B 
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him  sevpral  children^  amongst  whom  was  the'exfa-ai 
ordinary  character  that  occupies  the  chief  place  int 
the  subsequent  pages  of  this  work.  Betty  died  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  left  some  of  her  children  too 
young  and  helpless  to  dispense  with  a  mother'a 
care.  But  old  Will,  during  bis  next  summer's  ex- 
cursion into  Roxburghshire,  found  a  young  womaa 
who  readily  consented  to  share  in  his  fortunes.  A 
large  party  of  the  Gipsy  community  witnessed  this 
contract;  and  four  Border  pipers  assisted,  by  the 
high  tone  of  their  music,  to  impart  cheerfulness  and 
niirth  to  the  scene. 

.  The  woman  whom  old  Allan  now  married  wsts 
the  daughter  of  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Though 
weH  educated,  she  had  been'cafefully  shut  out  from 
all  intercourse  with  the  world.  Her  inexperience, 
and  the  insufferable  harshness  of  her  parents,  eom^ 
bined  to  render  her  the  dupe  of  an  English  officer 
residing  at  Kelso.  With  him  she  fled  to  the  enjoy-» 
ment  of  riches,  honour,  and  happiness ;  but  her  gay 
seducer  soon  became  tired  and  disgusted  with  his 
conquest,  and  abandoned  her  to  disgrace  and  po*^ 
verty.  From  the  south  of  England,  she  travelled 
to  seek  the  forgiveness  and'  protection^  of  her  jia- 
rents.  During  her  long  and  pairtful  journey,  she 
subsisted  on  casual  charity.  In  the  north  of  York- 
shire, she  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  large  farmi 
house,  where  she  humbly  begged  for  shelter  and 
refreshment.^  The  chiu'Ush  farmer  had  just  dis-; 
mounted,  having  been  at  a  parish  meeting..  Her 
called  her  a  Scotch  thief  and  vagabond,  and  threat- 
ened to  set  his  dogs  upon  her.  The  animals  either 
knew  their  master's  habits,  or  received  a  siga  of 
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^flirecfion ;  for  two  fierce  dogs  Instantly  attacked 
lier,  lacerated  her  legs,  and  would  have  endangered 
her  life,  had  not  a  man  come  out  of  the  stable  and 
called  them  off.  The.  poor,  hunted,  desolate  gifi 
regained  the  high  road,  and  travelled  on,  weajcy, 
hungry,  and  bleeding.  The  night  grew  dark, 
sheets  of  lightning  illumined  the  heavens,  the  roll 
of  thunder  was  tremendous,  and  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents.  t)n  turning  a  comer  of  the  road,  she 
iieard  voices  as  if  coming  out  of  the  earth.  She 
fell  senseless  upon  the  ground,  and,  on*jeviving, 
found  herself  in  a  Gipsy  teiit.  An  old  womaffii 
kindly  begged  that  she  would  dismiss  all  fear,  said 
that  their  voices  had,  no  doubt,  startled  her,  but 
that  after  taking  some  refreshment  she  would  soon 
recover.  The  poor  unprotected  traveller  told  her 
«ad  tafe  of  woe  without  disguise,  and  received  the 
sympathy  of  the  humane  strollers.  The  old  woman 
dressed  her  wounds,  and  took  her  into  her  own 
tent,  which  stood  parallel  with  the  larger  one. 
^Next  day  she  was  dismissed^  with  a  small  bagful  of 
-meat,  amongst  whidh  was  <a  boiied  chicken.  From 
*this  circumstance,  the  poor  unfortunate  coftceiiired  t 
"liigh  opinion  of  the  pleasures  of 'a  vagabond  life; 
and  when  her  father  istemly  spumed  her  from  his 
door,  she  resolved  to  join  the  Gipsy  train.  At  this 
time,  old  Allan  met  her  at  Swinton,  in  Berwick- 
sliire,  and  offered  her  his  hand,  which  she  gladly 
accepted,  after  stipulating  that  their  marriage  feast 
-should  be  held  near  to  hjer  father's  Manser  which 
she  judged  to  be  a  just  revenge  for  the  unfeeling 
^crudties  she  had  exgpeyienced  from  her  proud  ^nd 
unnatural  parents.    She  never  afterwards  appeared 
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io  liaVe  regretted  har  secession  froixr  respeetaUc; 
society. , 

Old  Will  generally  kq)t  eight  or  tett  dogs ;  but 

Charley i  Phoebe^  and  Peackem^  weie  liis  pEurticul^ 

favourites.    When  employed  to  kill  otters,  whid) 

he  could  perform  with  unexampled  dexterity^  these 

dogs  were  his  compariionis  and  assisiBnta    At  one 

time,  some  otters  threatetied  to  destroy  all  the  fiiBb 

4n  the  pond  at  Eslington  Hall,  which  iqduced  Lord 

Ravensworth  to  send  for  Old  WilL    Having  exeu 

^Uted  his  task  successfully,  his  Icodship  se|it  for  Mm 

into  the  parlour,  and  ^dressed  him  thu$  :^— ^  I  am 

"much  obliged  to  yoii,  Mr.  Allan,  for  kil}ing  %b 

otters  that  were  in  my  watery ;  and  there  is  a  sina9 

present  (dropping  two  guineas  into  his  hat)  for 

yo^ir  trouble."     Will,  whose  rpi^h  independence 

deistroyed  in  his  miiid  all  distinction  of  riqik,  i^ook 

the  guineas  in  his  hat,  and  lookii^  His  lordship 

^iarnestly  it  the  face,  exolakned,  "  By  Ihe  wum  !f 

but  I  am  obliged  to  thfee.'-     He  theni^etired  mtp 

•the  kitchen,  where  he  enjdyed  the  good-  ciieer  ig£ 

this  hospitable  mansion.      On  his  departure^  1^ 

lordship's  steward,   Mr.  Bell,  fdlowfd  him,  and 

•offered,  in  his  lordship's  name,  to  f^uy  his  dog 

UCi^^irfey  at  his  own:  price.    Will  turnedr  ahout  in 

the  most  disdainful  mannei*,  Sayiijgi,  **By:  thpB  wuks^' 

•his  hale  (whole)  estate  canna  buy  «Cha3dey."  v 

\   Bvitl^^(fi«»iwai  WJU'sgr^a^Bsftfavouiite*    S^och 

^<$^iilidence  had  Obe  in  this  animal,  that  he  oftm  sa^d, 

^^^W'hm  ^y  Peachetk  -^^s  mouth,  I  durat  iaiwayjs 


<     *  iVurmj  a  vulgar  iaortli-couBtrjr .  ^f^ession,  probably  flcriritt 
'ftom  God*sfvound^,  a  strong  miA  o(>&ibo)i'^ili  in  ftrmer  tiaii^s.  ; 
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gdl  tfa@  iQttei^'s  filcin."  M  One  time,  this  raliialde 
dog  was  fttoten.  After  the  fii!9t  paroxysm  of  tti^ 
old  «portsi3(MP'$  r9^gp>h$M^  i«ibaM9d,  be  set  off  in  piii^ 
fwit  of  the  tWel.  ?  Hie  #Opp  0l]||«lned  some  infomuu 
tiont>f  tli^  jQntie  )ie  hsd  taken,  i^hich  added  wittgi 
t^  f>^Ujku^'$  ^pee4.  He  pur«iiie)i  tiie  dfslitii^ent  to 
^mf<H:dfaa|n,  cipsRsed  dhe.  Tyne  at  Newhurn,  Jbeaod 
fif  him  {|^n  at  Tftnfield,  jand  next  at  Wattai.£}it 
jtet,  wli6f^  fi^  farther  ti»ce  was  lost  HowersE^ 
h^  ^iroceefoNl  to  Dmjtiam,  where  his  wild  aad  aUi. 
jgoW  aspect,  his  jaded  appearancie,  aiid  bis  eager 
€iiqiiiiri^  D^ter  Peachem^  attracted  the  general  no. 
fdce  ;Qf  the^  inhabitants  of  that  gossiping  city. 
■When  ju^t  tinting  with  fatlgiie,  he  began  to  lodk 
2&>r  a  houi;e  whei$  .he  might  foe. entertained ;  wiien. 
Id !  Beathem,  dantil^  through  n  gleuss  wisadoiur,  fell 
sk  \m  feet^  .I)$%hted  beyond  expressibh,  'fee 
firessed  his  <^|)i^e  friend  to  his  hosom ;  and»  fai^get- 
ting  both  hv^^er  :and  fatigite»  h^.  instantly  €6». 
w^ioed.his'Ji^mpjr  homewatds^ 

LfOrd  B4veQSwoi?th,  <m  vsm  aecatioo^  resolved  tb 
fKxjgiUi^  a  |iarty  of  his  visitoris.with  0tter-hnfirti]nj^, 
)an0,  to  ai^  to  itbe  dlversian^  »Bnt  ^  eld  WiU  £did 
ihi^ cd<^gS4  ;  The  con^any  aet  .out  itbgetiM-  opt  r(£e 
:^t^pQintj^d  fnoraii^g;  but  ,Wifl  asaume<}  Ihe  tx^ao^  ' 
mand,  and  gave  directions  to  each  one  ho^.to  act. 
'After Spending  someJ^Q  in  reconnortring,  hare- 
^%uestj^  his  lordship  to  watch  on  tlie  b^nk,  rx&st^ 
^thaUow  pihtt  of  tiie  steeam,  and  to.poieTent  the  oMar 
ifkqtsix  ^passing.  .  The  otta*,  Jiowenrer,  passed  unna- 
tioed,  'when  Wall  hurried  forward,  exclaiming  vio- 
lelMly  j^qlntsA  his  lord^p's  negHgeijce;  bat  jthe 
.llitter  4efi6iided  himself  by  insisting  that  the  otter 
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could  not  have  passed  without  his  perceiving  it 
This  roused  Will's  indignation  to  the  highest  pitcTi, 
and,  without  regarcMng  rank  or  circumstances,  hi* 
exclaimed,  **  The  deil  tak  the  liars  between  us ;  Til 
believe  my  hitch  Phcebe  sooner  than  any  o'  ye.'' 

His  lordship  possessed  too  much  good  sense  to 
tesent  the  freedoms  of  a  blunt  and  independent 
brother  sportsman,  and,  after'  the  fatigue]^  of  the 
day,  ordered*  his  servants  to  make  old  Will  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  Allan,  who  was  fond  of  giDod 
-living,  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  his  host,  and  at 
night  was  conducted  into  a  rieat  bed-room.  Next 
morning,  he  resumed  the  sport  in  a  very  languid 
manner.;  and  when  asked  by  his  lordship  if  he  felt 
.unweU;  he  replied,  scratching  his  head,  •^I  likes 
^ihiee  living  weel  eneugh,  but  dinna  like  thee  beds, 
ofa  which  I  could  na  sleep  a  wink.  They  put  mfe 
amang  some  things  they  ca*  sheets,  where  I  could 
•get  nae  foot-haud  (foot-hold),  but  slid,  and  sIkI,  and 
tossed  about,  just  iv  a'  the  w»ld  as  tho'  I  had  been 
thfawh  in  to  sleep  amang  salmon."  The  company 
.laughed  heartily  at  his  distress ;  and  at  night  a  Uttte 
j»traw  and  a  rug  were  laid  down  behind  the  haM 
door,  where  old  Will  slept,  according  to  his  own 
-expression^  '^as  sound  and  as  comfortable  as  at 
Jbome." 

During  many  years,  Will  held  the  office  of 
water-keeper  of  the  Coquet.  The  late  Mr.  Patteir- 
son,  of  Warkworth,  suspecting  that  his  servants 
neglected  their  duty,  weilt  up  the  river  himself,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  discover  the  delinquents.— 
Above  Hotjjbury  he  espied  old  Will,  and  advancing 
under  cover,  perceived  h|m  listering  salmcm^   Will, 
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^n  timung  round,  saw  Mr.  Patterson^  and  hastily 
eoipicealed  his  lister  (a  sharp  prong  or  trident  foi? 
(spearing  salmon)  in  a  whin  bush ;  but  that  gentle* 
xnan,  walking  forward,  pulled  it  out  of  the  bush,^ 
find  told  Will  in  an  angry  tone  that  he  would  not 
thui»  be  imposed  upon.  Will,  displeased  at  being 
discovered,  and  enraged  at  losing  his  lister,  flew  to 
another  bush,  and  taking  out  a  gun,  presented  it 
towards  Mr.  Patterson,  saying,  with  much  firmness^ 
**  If  ye  dinna  lay  down  my  iron,  I'll  pop  an  earth* 
nut  through  ye."*  On  this,  Mr.  Patterson  threw 
down  the  lister,  and  afterwards  generously  forgave 
Will  the  offence.  , 

Will's  attachment  to  the  river  Coquet  was  un- 
bounded ;  and  when  old  age  rendered  him  unfit  fo« 

*  It  must  not  be  inferred,  from  this  circumstance^  th^it  olii  WiU* 
"WHS- peculiarly  fierce  and  reckless;  for 'the  inhabitants  of  this  ^s-* 
trict>  as  before  observed^  had  long  despised  thellaws,  and  spumed  ' 
ftt  every  species  of  control ;  and  even  in  Allan's  days/  they 
were  rude  and  unsubdued.  The  following  anecdote^. from  tly; 
'^Border  Tour/'  relates  to  a  still  more  recent  period :■—" The 
rivor  Coquet,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  RothbUry, 
at  a  place  called  '  The  Pirnr  forces  itself  through  a  freestonei 
Tock)  in  a  gallet  of  about  40  feet  long/  and  not  more  thair 
£ve.  Tvdde*  The  stream  is  consequently  both  d^P'  and  rapid^^ 
rushing  onward  with  tremendous  velocity*  'One  night/  said 
an  inhabitant  of  Rothbury^  '  about  a  dozen  of  ns  were,  at  work* 
listering  salmon^  and  fine  sport  we  had,  when  w'ord  was  brought 
^  n»  that  the  water-baillje  was  coming  up  the  Coquet.  Let  him 
eomty  said  we,  •all  at-  once,  'Ptfid  ht  shiHiL  hejtot^^d  into:it  i  Luck«* 
lesriy  we  did  not  fall  in  with  him— I  «]bould  have  liked  vSo  ivell  t9 
h&ve  seen  him  go  sounding  through  the  Plrni'  And  this  was 
spoken  as  recklessly  as  though  he  had  been  speaking  of  the  drown- 
ing of  a  supernumerary  blind  kitten.'*  The  proper'  name  trf ^  the 
^Sfmtmcted  passage  hese  spoken  of  is  the  Thrum,  where,  even  isi 
ibry  sommers,  the  water  is  12  feet  deep. 
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his  aiulittit  rooming  cu-cuit,  fae  seldom  iMt  view  44 
Ml}  fffvausite  stremi.  Associated  with  this  find 
water  was  the  deligtatfid  idea  of  catching  iBalmon^ 
and  so  absorbed  were  his  thoughts  with  this  sub^ 
ject,  that  it  imparted  a  pecaliiuf  tone  to  his  music^ 
He  composed  two  popular  tfines,  ''  WetH  d  taih4 
Coquet  tmd  woo,'*  and  ^  SiUmon4aik  uj^  tie  Witter,'^ 
trhidhL  he  alwa^f s  ^ayed  with  the  bigliest  enthusl« 
ann.    It  might  very  justly  be  said  of  old  Allan^-^  * 

'^No  paltry  vagrant  piper-carle  is  he,  .  •  ^^ 

Whose  base-bribed  drone  whiffii  out  its  wind  fox  lire,         , 

Who,  having  stroU'd  all  day  for  penny-fee. 
Couches  at  night  with  oxen  in  the  byte.** 

On  the  contrary^,  he  often  played  for  his  dmi  grati* 
fication,  or  to  please  a  casual  visitor.  .  If,  howorver, 
his  music  seemed  to  be  despised^  he  never  could 
forgive  the  affiront.  At  one  time,  Will  attend^ 
tiie  harvest-home  feast  at  Mr.  Dohkin's,  of  Great 
i'osson;  but  that  gentleman,  who  neither  like4 
Will  nor  his  noisy  instrument,  refused  to  let  him 
pl£^.  The  indignant  musician  retired ;  and  Biany 
years  afterwards,  on  seeing  Mr:  JDonkin'^  son  at  a 
hotsfe-rade,  he  held  up  the  iSkin  of  dri  otter  he  Tmtl 
just  caught,  saying,  **  There,  gae  hame,  and  tell 
thee  mither  this  is  worth  twa  )drn-suppers."  . 

WiU,  like  all  the  Gipsy  tribe,  had  a  strong  aveiw 
sibn  to  afty  kind  of  r^ular  employment.  Mr. 
Ward,  a  neighbouring  farmefr,  appli^  too  him,  du^ 
ring  a  high  wind,  to  assist  m  cutting  some  wheat ; 
but  Will,  with  his  usual  sternness,  rejdied,  "  N^  by; 
the  tcun*!  ye  should  saw  <s6w)  nae  mair  Hhmi  f9 
can  shear.    I'll  help  natte  o*  ye/' 
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Wai's  pride  as  a  piper  also  generated  strong  feeL 
ings  of  disdain  foi-  those  em^^oyed  in  mechanical 
pursuits.  Hearing  that  liis  brother/ Jmics,  who  re-i 
isided.  at  Holystone,  had  apprenticed  one  of  his  son« 
to  a  weaver,  he  felt  as  much  indignation  at  the  sl^r 
thus  cast  upon  his  family  as  if  he  had  been  the  fi^ 
lnQus  Rob  iloy  himself*  Hastening  to  Holystone* 
lie  overwhelmed  his  brother  with  the  uKMst  violent 
jabdse,  and  then,  darting  out  of  the  house,  flew  t? 
the  weaver's  shop,  and  seizing  his  nephew  by  th^ 
xxeck^  dragged  him  out  of  the  loom,  while  he  loaded 
lum  and  all  his  servile  connexions  with  loud  and 
bitter  curses. 

This  haughty  musician  liv^  well ;  but  the  fur- 
luture  of  his  humble  cottage  was  «cf  nty  and  mis^ 
a^bl^.  A  large  kind  of  threeJegged  ^ool,  of  grea^ 
-tUckness,  was  his  favourite  j^eat;  and  when  comr 
ipanj  <!sm^  to  listen  to  his  music,  it  served  as  71 
jtabte&r  the^ilowing  bowl.  Theother  parts  of  hU 
iK^jasehidd  goods  consisted  of  ^ne  stods^  and  a  few 
4arti4es  for  cooling;  tinkers'  and  coopers'  tools  c^ 
jiwiented  the  waUs^  with  the  skins  of  a  stpfi^d  ott€f 
jmd  f  favpiirite  dog  saispended  from  the  ^oof — and 
^ot  less  t^an. ten  d<)gs,  besides  galloways  and  ^ss^ 
.^oecmiie^  ^^Be  kdf  of  this  sin^ar,  but  happy  dwdU 
SijBg,  Wkm  he,  raided  in  a  cottage  at^  P^geK- 
haugh  oa  tlje  Coquet,  a  gentleman,  wl^q  wi>s 
overtaken  <by  a  violent, thiin^er-storjfi,  galloped  fc^- 
waa*ds  to  seek  shelter  under  his  roof.  On  entering 
the  gentleman  was  astonished  to  find  the  rain  de* 
^scehding  nearly  as  freely  within  the  house  as  with- 
4^t;  and,,  on  asking  Wm  why  lie  did  T^ot  get  his 
fioof  mended,  he  replied,  wi^  ^ff¥^t  indifference 
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"  Indeed,  sir,  in  a  fine  day,  my  house  does  na  want 
mending ;  and  on  sic  a  day  as  this,  it  does  na  suit 
me  to  mend  it."  The  gentleman  instantly  re- 
mounted his  horse,  leaving  Will  to  enjoy  the  com- 
forts of  his  hut.  After  this.  Will  removed  to  the 
Woodhouses,  and  finally  to  Witton. 

Allan,  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  sel- 
dom went  far  from  home,  and  the  dehilitatihg 
effects  of  old  age  became  visible;  yet,  by  his  hu- 
mour and  his  music,  he  continued  to  be  the  life  and 
soul  of  every  merry  meeting  he  attended.  Even 
when  compelled  to  continue  in  bed,  he  laughed  and 
joked  as  usual.  If  he  had  any  religious  notions^ 
they  must  have  been  of  a  gross  and  strange  descrip- 
tion. Before  his  death,  a  pious  neighbour  addressed 
him  thus : — "Now,  Will,  you  are  going  to  pay  the 
debt  of  nature."— "What's  that,  Jean?"  asked  he, 
with  great  impatience. — "Why,  you  are  going," 
she  replied,  "  into  eternity."  When  he  exclaimed, 
"  By  Gr-d !  I'U  get  foul  play  then,  to  dee  before  my 
bully,*  wha's  ten  years  aulder."  Other  neighbours 
came  in,  and  began  to  expatiate  on  the  awful  con^ 
sequences  of  dying  without  repentance,  when  rais^- 
ing  himself  up  in  the  bed,  he  peevishly  exclaimed, 
«  Psha !  gie  me  my  pipes,  and  Til  play  ye  Ihrrin^^ 
ton  Lads  yet."  And  when  his  request  was  complied 
with;  the  dying  minstrel  exhausted  his  last  breath 
in  attempting  to  play  his  favourite  stfain. 


*  BuUy  is  a  Northamberhnd  word^  used  to  designate  a  brother, 
as  huUy  Jack^  huUy  J&m,  &c.  Its  use  is  now  niostly  confined  to 
pitmen  and  keelmen.  The  term^  is  probably  derived  from  t}>e  fib* 
«olete  word  &cm/ie,  belored. 
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Trhus  died  old  Will  Allan,  on  February  18, 1779, 
^ged  75  years.  He  was  buried  in  Rothbury 
chiu"ch-yard.  Mr*  Joseph  Coxon,  of  Reedwater, 
employed  a  mason  to  prepare  a  grave-stone  to  his 
memory ;  but  they  both  died  before  it  was  finished. 
Mr.  Roxby,  in  his  "Lay  of  the  Reedwater  Min- 
strel," has  given  the  following  poetic  and  character* 
istic  description  of  poor  Will : —     • 

"A  stalwart*  tinkler  wight  was  he, 
I  And  weel  could  inend  a  pot  or  pan^ 

An'  deftly  Wull  could  thratv  a  flee. 
An'  neatly  weare  the  willow  wan'- 

''An'  sweetly  wild  were  Allan's  strainsi 

An'  mohy  A  reel  and  j^  he  blew ; 
Wi'  merry  lilts  he  charm'd  the  swains^t 

Wi'  barbed  spear  the  otter  slew. 

''  Nae  mair  he'll  scan  wi'  anxious  eye 

The  sandy  shores  ot  winding  Reed; 
Nae  msdr  he'll  tempt  the  finny  fry^ 

The  King  o'  Tinklers,  Allan's  dead! 

'*  Nae  mair  at  Mell  or  Merry  Night, 
The  cheering  bagpipes  Wull  shall  blaw ; 

Nae  mair  the  village  throng  delight^ 
Grim  death  has  laid  the  Minstrel  law* 

''Now  trouts  estnlting  cut  the  wave,        "^ 

Triumphant  see  the  otter  glide ; 
llieir  deadly  foe  lies  in  the  grave, 

Charley,  and  Phcebe  by  his  side." 

*  Siolwaj^  stonty  itioiig,  h^^Brockett^s  Gkitary, 
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eHAFTEl^  ii: 

CeBflDemeDt  at  ScliooI<»-Fond  of  wanton  and  cruel  SpDrtSi^Su^oritT'iii  aUdB« 

tic  Exercises— Becomes  an  Adept  in  Thieving— Detected  By  a  Farmer--LeaiB9 

'  to  0fty  oB^di^  fiogpipfs-^Mafle  a  ^ileged  MiistreK  ' 

L  HE  notorious  and  enterprising  Jaqies  Allan  Wi0 
the  youngest  biit  one  of  old  WilTs  six  chijdre«#^ 
He  was  born  at  Hepple,  near  Rothbury,.  ii>  Mareliy^ 
1734,  Though  tiie  Cripi»es  pwrfete  »(>  particular 
religious  creed,  yet  they  always  observe  the  leading 
church  ceremonials'  of  ttie  people  whose  country 
theyldnhabit.  When  this  is^  ififConTenient,  they 
giye'iPlm  selves  no  trouble  on  thfe  subjiedr,  and  very 
^H^ily  dispense  with  the  rites  of  mafriage;  but 
iPfptism  is,  generally  speaking,  an  exfeeptton,*    The 

*  The  Gipsies  are  extremely  superstitions.     They  carefiilly  n«-\|£|\ 
tice  the  formation  of  clouds,  the  flight  of  particolar  birds^  and  the 
sound  of  the  winds,  before  attempting  an^  enterpriae ;  and  ,wUl' 
turn  back  for  several  sacees|iTe  days  with  their  hmded  carts,  asses^ 
and  children,  upon  meeting  \dt^  persons  whom  they  consider  of 
unlucky  aspeol.    They  have*  no  general  sentixnents-  o£  religion, 
*  being  Mussulmen  in  Turkey  and  C^hristianain  Europe.    They 
consider  it  unlucky  to  liave  as  unchriatened  child;  andr:this  is  the 
"^nly  Christianr  rite  they*  observe.     Many  of  them  sfippose  that 
after  death  they  will  resume  a  corporeal  body^    This  gross  idea 
seems  to  have  been  entertained  by  a  Gipsy  under  sentence  of  death 
in  Edinburgh,  who,  the  night  before  his  execution,  requested  to- 
be  shaven,  observing,  that  otherwise  he  wouM  neither  be  flt  to- 
appear  before  men  nor  Grod.      « 

According  to  the  old  popular  superstitions  of  this  country.  Fat* 
ries  oft  change  their  weakly  and  starveling  elves,  or  children,  for 
the  more  robust  offspring  of  mea^    But  this  caB  be  only  dose  bof 
« 
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£l€i-d  of  this  wcik  wsis  taptized  by  the  Her.  Tkm^ 
Salkeld,  in  the  pE»i$b-«ihtm^h  of  Rothbury,  <m  the< 
aist  <rf  Afttil,  17M.*  Pelbaps  the  pfe^isure  of  ttie 
fbftst^  by  tvhich  stich^occ»^onfi^  s»g  ^cAemimei,  ope^^ 
Fates  dS  an  ciddkionftl  motive  fo^  peif<£»E%akig  this  act 
ef  religion. 

In  infancy,  Jamee  was  aceuBtomed  to  the  mocft 
Intfdy  tteatment.  Unencumbered  with  superfluous 
^tMfig,  he  wai^  inured  to  the  winter  b&tst.  Ify 
GJOftiMant  and  vigorous  exercise,  he  soon  became  un^ 
i^alled  in  athletic  feats.  His  fleetness  could  not 
be  sur{)as8ed ;  and  it  might  truly  be  said  thai  he 
was  **  hardy  as  the  Highkn<i  heathen,  and  swift  atf 
the  mountain  roe."  Being  naturally  agile,  and  pos* 
i^es^ig  uricommon  elasticity  and  play  in  hi&  limbs 
sind  musdes,.he  eouM  spring  oter  fencet»,  gates,  and 
walls,  with  admirable  ease  and  freedom.  By  ac-^ 
^mf^kyiRg  tns  fyAh&t  in  his  fishing  exciHis)o»s»  he 
eady  imMbed  a  fondness  for  aquatic  sp(»^Sw  Frolanp 
fas  itaturstl  feariestoess  and  great  atJtitity,  he  sooir 
ftecame  an  extraorcfinary  adept  in  swiminihg ;  nor* 
was  he  les^  skilfut  as  a  diver,  and  strangers  fre^ 
^ttently  threw  money  into  the  wat€^,  in  or^  tO; 
witness  the  de:3rterity  with  which  he  could  descend 
to  th^  bottom  and  bring  it  up.    In  i^ort,  bis  hftbi- 

,    ..  .     .  .      », 

fete  Wptfeift ;  for  wHicborGftaoii  his  still  ttie  eustoto,  k  tfie  Bigft-' 
lltilcb^  to  watch  by  the  ctadle  of  infants  most  aissidaou^ly'tffl  the/ 
acre  chnstiened.  '  Children  w  changed  are  said  to  have  been  kept 
fbr  seven  years:  but  diefe^ire  variom  ways  of  discovering  whe* 
liter  a  child  belong  to  the  Riiries  or  liot.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Gipsies  have  imbibed  thiis  northern  iaperstitfon.  ' 

•  ^  *  Vide  Rothbufy  Parish  B^gisteiv 

% 
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tudes  Vrere  such,  that  he  appeared  to  participate  lii: 
the  nature  of  the  amphibious  tribes^ 

In  early  youth,  James  was  deemed  particularly 
handsome,  while  he  displayed  ,the  most  acute  and 
inventive  genius.  Even  his  rough  father  was  fre- 
quently enraptured  with  the  quickness,  the  fire^ 
^d  the  vivadity  he  displayed^  But  his  brilliant 
capacity  was  soon  prostituted  to  invent  and  execute 
acts  of  cunning  and  dissiniulation.  B^ing  placed 
in  circumstances  unfavourable  to  the  acquisition  of 
habits  of  order,  subordination,  and  virtue,  all  the 
early  and  propitious  omens  of  celojbrity  and  usefid-^ 
ness  which  he  displayed  ended  in  complete  disap- 
pointment. 

James'  step-mother,  having  received  a  tolerable 
good  education,  soon  learned  the  Gipsy  language,* 

♦  The  Gipsies  very  seldom  inteymaity  otit  of  their  own  trilte^ 
but  whenever  such  ani  instance  happens^  the  Gipsy^  whether  mohm^ 
or  female^  always  induces  the  stranger  to  adopt  the  manners  o£ 
the  colony.  The  progeny  of  such  alliances  have  almost  universally 
the  tawney  complexion  juid  fine  bkck  eyes  of  the  Gipsy  parent^ 
Whether  male  or  female.  The  cant  of  gibberish  giten  in  the  Life 
and  Adventures  ^  Bampfylde  Moore  Garew  as  the  genuine  kn-« 
guage  of  the  Gip8ies>  is  a  gross  imposition  upon  the  public,  as  will 
be  proved  hereafter. 

^  .  The  existence  of  the  Gipsy  race  in  Europe  is  k  very  singular 
phenomenon^  In  1414>  this  strange  people  came  hpm  Moldavia 
and  Wallachia  into  Hungary^  where  they  were  called  Pharaoh's 
People^  and  obtained  a  passport  from  the  Emperor  Sigismund. 
They  soon  after  spread  over  Peloid  and  Germany.  In  the  latter 
country  they  were  called  Zigeuners,  or  wanderers.  They  entered 
Italy  in  1422 ;  and  a  horde  consisting  of  100  men  went  to  !ftome 
to  visit  the  Pope.  In  1427>  |hey  reached  Paris,  under  t^e  com«< 
mand  of  a  Duke,  and  were  called  Bohemians,  as  the  French  first 
heard  of  them  in  that  eountry^    In  Denmark  and  Sweden  thej 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALLAN.  29 

which  she  taught  the  children.  In  English,  she 
also  expressed  herself  with  a  correctness  and  fluency- 
far  above  the  society  to  which  she  had  become  at- 

were  called  TartarSy  and  in  Holland  Heydens,  or  Heathens. 
They  &rst  appeai^ed  in  England  in  1512,  and  were  called  Gipsies, 
as  the  people  appr^ended  they  were  natives  of  Egypt.  In  154§j 
Baptist  Fawe,  Amye  Fawe,  and  George  Fawe,  three  Egyptians^ 
were  accused  before  four  justices  of  the  peaoe^  in  thet  county  of 
Durham,  of  having  counterfeited,  his  majesty's  seal.  In  1554> 
Queen  Mary  of  Scotland  pardoned  John^Fam,  Lord  ^tind  Earl  of 
Upper  Egypt,  for  the  murder  of  Numan  Small;  and  in  1594, 
.Jan^es  VI.  ordered  his  subjects  to  aid  John  Faw  in  returning 
Lome: 

The  Gipsies  first  appeared  in  Europe  undfer  the  pretext  of  being 
pilgrims,  upon  whom  the  Pope  had  imposed  seven  years'  pe-> 
iiai^oe  to  wander  over  the  world,  for  having  renounced  Christianity 
when  the  Saracens  conquered  Egypt,  tkeir  native  country.  This 
story  was  well  suited  to  the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  age. 
When  the  stated  period  had  expired,  the  Gipsies  represented  that 
their  return  home  was  prevented  by  soldiers  stationed  to  intercept 
them.  This  imposition  in  a  few  ySars  was  detected ;  and  instead 
of  being  considered  holy  pilgrims,  they  were  despised  as  the  refuse 
of  humanity.  In  1492,  King  Ferdinand  published  an  edict  for 
their  total  extermination.  Charles  V.  and  'Philip  II.  persecuted 
them  with  the  utmost  severity.  Ftancis  I.  in  1561,  ordered  th^m 
to  be  expelled  from  France  with  fire  and  sword.  They  were  also 
l)anii^ed  from  Italy  in  1572,  and  chased  beyond  the  Venetian  teiw 
ntories.  In  1662,  they  were  driven  out  of  Sweden.  In  Denmaxic 
every  magistrate  was  enjoined  to  take  them  into  custody.  Between 
the  years  1500  and  1577^  various  edicts  were  issued  in  Germany 
and  the  Netherlands,  ^||pcj|iding  the  Gipsies  under  pain  of  death. 
By  the  22d  and  97th  Itenry  VIII.  they  are  ordered  to  be  expell^ 
the  realm  of  England  as  *'  thieves  and  rascals."  The  5th  Elizabeth 
made  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  having  fellowship  with 
Gipsies  for  one  month.  Such  was  the  severity  of  the  law  against 
this  race,  that  13  gipsies  were  executed  at  one  Suffolk  assize.  la 
1579,  Gipsies  in  Scotland  were  ordered,  by  a  special  statute,  to  be 
ixnprisosedsi  te  have  their  ears  nailed  to  a  tree  and  then  cat  <^> 
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taiehed.  A^Dfvring  the  prx>pri^ty  and  ridiness  ojf 
her  laogi^gQ)  Jame^^  became  an  attentive  imitator^ 
From  thid  cirmioiistaiioe^  it  was  ge^a-aUy  ui&rFed 
by  strangers  that  he  was  well  educated.  Once,  in- 
djeed,  liis  .father,  who  fett  flattered  with  the  hi^h 
ieiiieoiiiium$  m  firi^uently  psuassed  on  his  son'^  c^^ 
dity,  placed  hi&i  under  the  tuition  of  the  late  Mj&r. 
,Mr.  Oiiphant,  father  of  tihie  present  respectable 
jcurate  of  Lpnghorsley.  A  neighbouring  gentla- 
XQan  w^  so  pleasied  witih  this  instaji^ee  of  parej^tajl 
duty  infold  Will,  that  he  vi^nteered  to  pay  all  the 
sdtool  charges.  But  young  Allan  soon  found  the 
confinement  intolerably  irksome,  nor  could  Jje  per- 
ceive hjow  learning  oould  be  useful  to  hini.  Hi* 
lather,  l>e  ImeW,  could  »«itlneir  r«i,d  «,or  write;  y^ei 


to  be  Ibdaishftd:^  ^eoQnt^y^  ^.i^  j^  taken  9gaia,  i^ho  hfiig^ 
Bttt  tkasQ  laws  wiene  ^  Jl^baroKu;  to,  ^  £vdb^  ex/^cia\ei,  iip^  tli^ 
<iri^ieis  comtiaued  to  ''  ji^nQroa^^an^  ^UMV^iply*" 

it  is  f pw  sigreed  by  ^&  uaost  learaed  writer^  tiiat  tlie  Giffs^ 
fi;re  fiaftiire^  ^f  Hindci4aa.  They  appear  to  have  beloaged  to  i^ 
i9Wi6at  «la6S  of  In^jans^  called  Sludars  or  Pariars,  and  are  6Upjpi>af|l 
<to  hayye  «AHgratfd  ^om  tb^  Ia4ies  <d^YUjig  the  panic  occaia8ne4  ttf 
f^^ho  ^i"^!^^  ravages  4»f  Tii^ur  Bfif  in  Ijadia  in  the  years  1408.  an^ 

V  .1409  i%yPufte»n<e's-(?l»6i^y,  V.  Egyptiaci-^Asiatic  Re^earphof^ 
«roL  vii.  p.  4^PK4ir.  W-  Jonas'  Ordinan^e^  of  Menu,  p.  610-^Ai^ 
ifsbwoiogia^  v^l.  vii.  p<  3Bl^**^ir  T«  Btou^a's  Vulgar  £rro^,  p.  2S!Jrwr 
'Ch^ei^fi9im'»  J>mett — T^W  TiraFel»^  in  8pain>  p.  l^9~^.  D. 
,00tk^i^  frm^iajk  R««si^>  di.  xviii.  H^'^dO — Bell's  TraV^s^  mt^oI. 
».  p.  157— PofJoAe's  Tf av«U  in  the  Pastel,  li.  p.  ?07— WwaHfti 

♦  Hi^t.  of  FratififU-VoL  ii'  p.  33— Lodge's  Illu#t.  of  Brit.  Hist.  W.#. 

T'  pi  i35--"HarMaa  MSI^.  Brit.  Mus.  No.  304- Sinclair s  S$at.  A«<^ 

,({^8eQtlaj9d>  VoL  ii>  p.  JM-^Uaicom'^  Anecdotes,  p.  350^Bra4^8 

^ ,   •  <iPop»  ^MAq-  "f^  ii>  p*  43s^^*-Sir  F.  Eden's  Stote  cif  Poor,  vol.  i.  j. 

'  14ft--HQyJ|ftid*»  Hist.  View  of  Gipsies— Blflckw,oDd>  M^.  T«%. 

.iL  u>r«C%ri^  Obwrv.  yoU  vii.  p.  31  «t  s^. 

•  .        •  * 
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his  stories  were  better  than  those  of  the  school- 
master. He  therefore  frequently  played  the  truant, 
and  in  school  passed  his  time  in  plptting  some  kind 
of  miachief.  The  ♦schoolmaster  complained;  but 
old  Will  secretly  admired  his  son's  spirit,  and  did 
wonder  that  he  could  not  be  troubled  with  those 
little  niddle-noddling  things,  as  he  called  the  letters. 
All  attempts  to  persevere  iri  the  education  of  young 
Allan  were  therefore  soon  abandoned. 

Being  again  exempted  from  every  species  of  re- 
straint, James  resumed  his  boyish  sports  with  in- 
creased zest.  When  at  home,  his  only  employment 
was  to  herd  two  or  three  asses,  which  left  him  suffi- 
cient leisure  to  join  in  all  the  pastimes  of  his  joyous 
companions*  Unfortunately,  he  acquired  a  taste 
for  cruel  sports.  Insects,  various  animals,  but  par- 
ticularly cats,  were  the  victims  of  his  barbarity. 
These  wanton  and  malignant  pursuits,  no  doubt, 
generated  that  absence  of  compassionate  feeling  so 
observable  in  his  future  career. 

As  Allan  grew  up,  he  became  an  otject  of  pecu- 
liar regard  amongst  the  strong,  hardy,  and  resolute 
inhabitants  of  his  native  district.  Challenges  were 
occasionally  given,  and  matches  arranged  on  his 
abilitieis.  He,  however,  generally  .Jwre  away  the 
pedm  of  victoiy  from  Competitors  much  his  supe- 
riors in  strength,  .  At  laSst,  few  duri^  encounter 
Allan  in  jumping,^  leaping,  running,  and  wrestBng. 
To  him  the  ambitious  looked  up  with  envy,  and 
the  humble  with  admiration.  Elated  with  vanity^ 
be  became  haughty  and  quarrelsome,  which  some^ 
times  procured  him  a  hearty  drubbing ;  forj  though 
Strang,  active,  and  skilful,  he  wanted  firmness  and 
2  D 
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courage,  and  generally,  in  an  extremity,  endea- 
voured, like  most  Gipi^es,  to  elude  the  vengeance 
of  liie  injured  by  cunning  afid  dddress. 

Allan  early  began  to  thieve^in 'a  small  Way.  At 
first,  his  depredations  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
robbery  of  the  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Sometimes  he  accompanied  his  father  to  an  adjoin- 
ing pigeon-house,  where  only  a  few  birds  w^re 
taken  at  a  time;  for  old  Allan  observed  the  Gipsy 
maxim  of  nevCT  seriously  plundering  a  friend  or  a 
neighbour.  But  when  Gipsies  from  other  psurts 
visited  Rotbhury  in  the  course  of  their  peregrina- 
tipns,  and  stole  a  sheep  or  a  htoib,  he  always^joined 
without  scruple  in  feasting  upoti  the  booty.  In- 
deed, his  prudence  was  such,  that  he  nevcF  was 
•taken  into  custody  during'  the  whole  course  of  his 
.long  life.  James,  however,  desjnsed  his  falhef  s 
timidity,  and,  entering  upon  hi&  predatory  exfdoits 
with  great  spirit,  was  soon  distinguished  f(»  supe- 
rior expertness  and  damg.  A&  the^eAiS,  duck^f 
«nd  geese  within  his  reach,  he  deemed  hist  lawful 
pwy;  and  whenever  a  Gipsy  camp  was  in  wairt> 
young  Jemmy  was  sent  out  to  forage.  In  his 
plundering  pursuits,  he  did  not  ^en  teapeot  his 
companions  of  the  vagrant  race;  for  when  a  party 
went  out  to  make  heather  besoi)sii»,  h^  always  cofk^ 
trived  to  elude  working ;  but  by  pilferii^  from  the 
other  boys,  he  generally  became  possessed  of;  double 
the  i|uantity  of  the  most  industrious. 

Notwitiastaiiding  all  his  caution  and  cunning,  he 
did  not  always  escape  detectioUi  On  one  oecasiojn^ 
he  wandered;  a  considerable  distanqe  in  search  of  (i 
convenient  hen*^roost ;  and  having  cut  off  the  head$ 
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ef  six  hens  and  two  ducks,  he  put  them  into  his 
ba^^  and  then  hastened  to  return.  Being  then  only 
ten  years  of  age$  he  soon  became  tired  with  the  ex* 
ertion  he  had  used ;  and,  sitting  down  near  the 
damn  of  day  in  a  wood  to  rest  himself,  he  fell 
sound  asleep.  The  farmer  who  had  been  robbed 
had  traced  the  plunderer's  footsteps  down  a  lane, 
and  across  a  ploughed  field,  and  was  now  passing 
tlsirimgh  the  wood  in. pursuit,  when  he  espied  the 
bag  cctfitaining  his  fowIs«  But  seeing  so  young  a 
delinquent,  he  covld  not  think  of  either  confining 
or  (^a^ising  him^  while  young  Allan  expressed 
the  mont  solentfi  professions;  of  sorrow,  and  pro* 
mised,  With  much  apparent  sincerity,^  never  again 
to  conunit  so  heinous  an  offence. 

.  When  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  James  evinced 
a  strong  desire  to  excel  on  the  pipes.  This  wish 
prdi)^l%  originated  from  seeing  the  high  esteem  in, 
wfaieh  his  father  was  held  amongst  the  Gipsy  tubes 
fofr  his  ihusical  talents,  and  the  warm  reception  he 
received  from  the  wealthy  at  their  feasts  and  s^ 
sons  of  amusement  Old  Will  was  delighted  with 
his  son's  taste/ and  zeal ;  for  a  reputation  for  music 
was  identified  by  him  as  an  essential  appendage  of 
the  family  name.  He  therefore  was  indefatigable 
in  assisting  the  exertions  of  his  pupil,  whose  rapid 
progreiss  gave  certain  indications  of  future  excel* 
lence.  Young  Allan  possessed  an  accurate  eaj:,  a ; 
refined  taste,  and  great  sensibility  to  the  beauties  of 
harmony.  He  was  remarkably  adroit  in  learning  a 
new  tune,  and  was  justly  admired  for  the  exquisite 
expression  of  feeling  and  simplicity  which  distin- 
guished fais  performances. 
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When  the  young  aspirant  had  attained  considera- 
ble profidency  in  music,  his  father  invited  all  the 
wandering  pipers  and  Gipsies  of  his  acquaintance, 
to  celebrate  the  youth's  installation  amongst  the 
privileged  class  of  minstrels.  The  invitation  was 
promptly  accepted ;  and,  on  the  day  appointed,  se- 
veral parties  unyoked  their  galloways,  and  pitched 
their  tents  around  Allan's  humble  cottage.  James, 
by  his  father's  orders,  played  several  favourite  airs, 
beginning  with  ^^  Darrington  Lads^^  with  uncom- 
mon spirit  and  precision,  amidst  the  warm  applause 
of  the  company ;  after  which,  the  musicians  present 
gave  him  their  hands,  pronouncing  him  an  Ajp^ 
proved  Piper. ^    The  glass  then  was  briskly  circu- 


*  The  invention  of  the  bagpipe  is  derived  by  some  fi'om  Tabal> 
others  ascribe  it  to  Pan^  others  to  Mercury^  to  Faunas^  to  Marsyas^ 
and  to  the  young  Sicilian  shepherd  Daphnis.  It  is>  however^  oer- 
tain^  Hhat  the  instrument  was  known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Eooians ;  and  the  Italian  swains  still  use  it  under  the  names  of 
JMM  and  cornu-musa.  Some  have  asserted  that  the  bagpipe  was 
IpRoduced  into  Scotland  by  David  Rizzio^  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary.  On  the  other  hand^  Mr.  Pennant^  with  greater  probability^ 
supposes  that  both  the  Irish  and  Danes  borrowed  the  instrument 
from  the  Caledonians^  as  Aristides  QuintUianus  says  it. prevailed 
.   in  ^the  Highlands  in  very  early  ages.  .  A  bagpipe  with  a  drone  ap« 

^^iHInt among  ^be  sculptures  of  Melros  Abbey.    James  L -murdered. 

^^  in  1436,  performed  on  the  pipes.    Edward  III.  had  pipers ;  and 
*  Chaucer,  speaking  of  the  minstrel  or  vagrant  tribes,  describes  the 
bagpipe  very  exactly. 

The  ancient  pipers  used  to  accompany  their  performances  vdiSi- 
a  degree  of  rapture  and  enthusiasm  highly  striking  and  a^ecting.- 
The  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  to  their  music  called  pibrochs 
is  almost  incredible,  ai^d,  on  some  occasions,  has  produced  efiects 
little  less  marvellous  4;han  those  ascribed  to  the  ancient  music.  On 
the  plains  of  Hindostan^  in  the  woods  of  Axner»^j  op  jthe.moub-, 
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lated^  the  moon  rose  in  cloudless  majesty,  and  the 
merry  g»oup  soon  began  their  ludicrous  gambols. 


tains  of  Italy^  the  arid  sands  of  Africa^  and  the  field  of  Waterloo^ 
the  martial  sound  of  the  pipes  has  been  the  signal  of  victorj. 

The  Highland  bagpipe  consists  of  a  chanter  and  two  short 
drones.  It  is  an  open  chanter^  the  saae  as  the  German  flute  or 
hsuthoy.  It  plays  only  the  natural  notes>  and  its  sound  is  exceed- 
ingly martial  and  deafening. 

The  Irish  or  Union  pipe  has  two  short  drones  and  a  long  one. 
It  is  tuned  by  lengthening  or  shortening  the  drone^  and  produces 
very  9o£t  and  melodious  sounds. 

The  Northumberland  pipe  was  anciently  much  used  by  the  Bor- 
derers^ and  is  the  same  'as  the  Scots  Lowland  pipe.  It  is  blown 
with  bellows^  and  has  a  bass  like  the  Irish  pipe.  It  cannot  play 
the  natural  notes^  but^  in  its  improved  form^  has  F  sharp.  The 
lowest  note  is  in  unison  with  D  on  a  yiolin  tuned  concert  pitch ; 
and  it  has  but  fourteen  notes^  the  highest  being  B  in  alt.  From  its 
peculiar  construction,  the  music  which  it  plays  is  accompanied  with 
such  peculiar  ornaments  as  neither  violin  nor  even  organ  can  imi- 
tate but  in  an  imperfect  manner.  It  is  extremely  well  calculated 
for  playing  that  rustic  species  of  music  called  reels.  '  ^ 

The  small  pipe  is  remarkable  f&r  its  smallness.     By  having^e 
lower  hole  of  the  chanter  commonly  stopped,  and  also  by  the  If|kk 
euHar  way  in  which  the  notes  are  expressed,  it  plays  in  the  ws^r 
called  by  th e  Italians  staccato*    It  is  surprising  what  volubility  some 
performers  on  this  instrument  will  display,  and  how  dexterously  they 
overcome  its  natural  disadvantages.    The  late  Mr.  John  Peaoock,  of  * 
Newcastle,  improved  this  instrument  greatly ;  and  Mr.  Reed,  piper,  ^j^ 
in  North  Shields,  has  made  some  very  elegant  and  sweet-^ned  plpjiiijy^ 
There  was  formerly  a  college  in  the  island  of  Skye,  where  die       .'i 
bagpipe  was  taught.     The  professors  made  use  of  pins  stuck  in  the 
ground  instead  of  notes.    A  society  in  Edinburgh  gives  an  sunnuat 
prize  to  the  best  performer  on  this  instrument. 

James  Allan  could  play  on  the  'Highland- bagpipe;  but  he  ex- 
celled most  on  the  sweet  small  pipes.  He  also  played  well  on  the 
Northumberland  raising  or  gathering  pipes,  csdled  the  ^^  great 
pipes,"  to  distinguish  -them  from  the  smaH  ones;  and  conld  per-* 
form  tvery  we!l«on  the  Union  pipes.  .     % 
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The  pipers  walked  and  played  in  procession ;  wliile 
some  lay  stretched  on  the  grass^  and  others  form^ 
reeling  parties.  But  James  was  distinguished 
above  all  for  grace,  agility,  and  smartness.  A 
young  Gipsy  coquette  succeeded  in  attracting  his* 
attention,  and  ishe  wias  conquered  by  his  gallantly. 
Their  Vanity  was  alio  gratified  by  ttie  plaudits^ 
which  greeted  the  performance  of  their  spirited 
jigs.  This  evening'48  engagements  with  the  dark- 
eyed  and  frolicksome  Gipsy  generated  a  hew  pas- 
sion in  Allan's  breast,  which  strongly  modijEied  his 
future  character. 


^.^  CHAPTER  IIL 


Jfffft&n  joins  the  Fawstna  Pipor— Rendezvoos  at  Elisbaw— The  Yetholm  Gipgifit-^. 

Their  King,  old  Will  Faw-^Accoont  of  Long  Jean  Gordon— Allan  witnesset  a 

Mtsrder— Deftindft  a  Witch  at  Spittal— His  Saccest  as  a  Piper  in  his  oim  Neigh* 

bourhood*— Hii  Fame  rieacbes  the  Countess  of  Nortfaumbeiland-^InTited  to  Aln<*. 

*    .  vjck  Castle. 

tf  AMES  now  joined  the  ^Jhui^gang*'  as  an  inde« 
*  pendent  man,  but  continued  with  the  tribe  to 
which  his  father  was  attached.  Their  walk  wa^ 
confined  to  a  certain  district^  which  included  the 
rivers  of  North  Tyne^  the  Aln,  the  Reed,  and  the 
country  from  Kelso  down  the  banks  of  the  Tweed 
to  Berwick.  In  strolling  ov?r  this  circuit,  there 
were  several  favourite  haunts,  where  the  gangs  con^  . 
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gregated  for  the  purposes  of  council  and  enjoyment 
The  two  principal  were  Elishaw  on  the  Keed,  and 
Yetholm  on  the  Scottish  border. 

Elishaw*  was  the  hospitable  residence  of  the  late 
Lord  Cranstoun  of  convivial  memory.    Here  the 

*  l^isliaw  (or  the  Willofp  Wood,  acoording  to  a  writer  ia  the 
Archaoiogia  ^liana)  is  seated  near  the  junction  of  Dartre  Burn 
and  the  Reed.  Here  are  the  traces  of  a  Roman  bridge^  where  the 
Watling  Street  crossed  the  Reed ;  bat  there  are  few  remains  of 
the  hospital  that  stood  here.  This  place  is  now  the  property  of 
Lord  Redesdale;  bnt  its  former  grandeur  is  fled.  The  native 
minstrel  sings—  ' 

'^AndthoUj  Elishaw^  too,  shalt  daim 
A  share  of  tributary  fame;  ' 
Though  wretched  nomr  thy  Mansiian  ite^ms^ 
Thy  splendour  fled  like  £Eiding  dreams^ 
yhe  sumptuous  feast>  the  spm'kHng  wine> 
The  lordly  visitpr  ivas  thine  ; 
iBut  iiow  no  more  within  thy  walls  ^    "-     , 

Resoundli'tfae  roar  of  Bacchanals;  > 

'  Thy  noble  guest  is  wrapt  in  day.'* 

liord  -Cranstoun  appears  to  have  viewed  the  Gipsy  tribe  in  $h^ 
same  light  aa  the  ingenious  AQierican  writer^  Washingtpn  Irviogj 
who  speaks  thus  of  the  roving  crew : — "  The  English,  who  i^re  ac* 
custom^  to  them  frbm  childhood,  and  often  suflTer  from  their  pettjr 
deprddationsi  cdnsidfeiir  thiBm^  tber6  tiiiis^cfes ;  bdt^  t  have  h^A 
ve|ry  ffiuch  struck  with  their  peeuliarides.  I  Eke  to  behold.AeIr 
dear  olive  complexions,  their  romantic  black  eyes,  their  ravea 
locks,  their  lithe  slender  figures,  and  to  hear  them,  in  low  fiilver 
tones,  dealing  forth  magnificent  promises  of  honours  and  estates^ 
of  world's  wealth,  and  ladies'  love.  Their  mode  of  life,  too,  has 
SQipethitjg  in  it  very  fancifur  and  pieturesqiie.  They  are  the  it^ 
d^i^ens  af  natuf e;  and  maintain  a  primitive  independence,  kt 
spite  of  laiV  loid  ^pelv  of  eonnty  gaols  and  county  mflgistraiefe« 
It  is  cnnoiis  to  see  tliis  obstinate  adherence  to  the  wild  tins Ad^ 
habits  of  savage'  life  transmitted  from  generation  to  genei^Ehlbfa^ 
and  preserved  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  cultivated^  populousf> 
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noble  proprietor  indulged  the  **  vagrant  trsun'*  with 
provender  for  their  asses  and  galloways,  and  en- 
joyed their  sports  on  the  fine  haugh  opposite  to  his 
mansion.  Here  the  pipes  of  both  Willie  and  Jamie 
Allan  often  sounded,  and  here  was  the  scene  of 
many  a  merry  meeting  and  night  of  revelry.  Hiis 
was  also  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  rustic  tbmbs, 
and  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  youth  of  Kedes- 
dale  for  performing  feats  of  skiU,  agility,  and 
strength.  * 

''And  oft  upon  the  yerdant  tatigh 
The  sportive  soin  of  Reed  W'ere  seen ; 

And  oft  was  heard  the  joyous  laugh. 
The  friendly  bet  and  joke,  I  ween." 

Eirk^Ye^Jm^  in  Roxburghshire,  is  the  winter 
head-quarters  of  the  Border  Gipsies.  .  The  street 
which  they  occupy  is  called  Tinldejfs  Row:.  The 
Rennets  of  Grubet  granted  them  a  lease  of* their 
bouses,  for  the  term  of  nineteen  times  nineteen 
^:years,  for  the  pay m«it  of  a  small  annual  quit-rent. 
During  Allan's  early  excursions  to  ttie  Borders^  the 
estate  became  the  property  of  the  late  Mr^  ^^e^hit, 
tof  Dirleton^  who  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  Gip- 
licfs.  He  used  to  cdl  them  his  body-'guardi^.  Tli^y 
never  would  jw-y  their  money  to  the  baron-officer, 
but  always  paid  it  at  their  own  cohvenience.    At 

.  aod  «y«teinaiic  oountries  in.  die  worM.  •  «  •  •  Xhey  #ns 
Muimgal  the  kst  tcaces^  in  these  inati»rkof-£ftct  Askjfh  of  the  motii^ 
IH^idation  of  &niier  tmies;  and  are  wWgwioallj)!^ aseocieted  in  my 
mind  with  fairies  and  vitdies^  Rohm  Qood  Felbw,  BehiOrHeoct 
and  the.othex&itastaoal  personages  of  poetry/'-»*j^ac^5rtdfge'fiaiG 
«o2.  tt.  jp.  43^  * 
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this  titnej  the  tribe  consists  of  above  a  hundred  per- 
sons; but  in  Allan's  early  days,  they  were  more 
numerous^  and  then-  king  or  leader  was  old  JFill 
Faai*  'He  held  the  sovereignty  for  many  years,- 

*  John  Faw^  or  Faa,  Lord  and  Earl  of  Upper  Egypt,  enterei 
^SAland  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body  of  Gipsies,  and  received 
uiKLlgences  from  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  in  1553.  In  1594,  a  writ  o^ 
piivy  seal  supports  John  Faw  in  the  execution  of  justice  upon  his 
company,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Egyptians.  The  above  Wili 
Faa  wa^  no  doubt,  a  descendant  of  this  leader,  whose  family  ap-< 
pears  to  hfulfc  maintained  a  marked  ascendancy  over  other  Gipsy 
families  in  the  north.  The  Faas  are  still  numerous  iipon  the  Bor- 
ders, and  have  given  name  in  Northumberland  t6  all  kinds  of 
strolling  pii||b  employed  as  itinerant  tinkers,  or  venders  of  pot-' 
tery  ware,  ^6  are  called  the  "  Faa-gang"  The  name  also  occurs; 
in  the  same  sense  in  Burn's  Justice.  Many  of  the  Faws  now  take 
the  name  of  Fallj^  from  the  Messrs.  Fall,  of  Dunbar,  who,  they 
pride  themselves  in  saying,  are  of  the  same  stock  and  •  lineage/ 
'file  following  story  of  the  intrigue  of  thei  celebrat»ed  Johnnie  Paw 
with  the  Earl  of  Cassilis'  lady,  seems  to  confirm  the  distinguished 
tank  of  the  Faws  of  Dunbar.  It  certainly  rests  on  popular  autho- 
rity only;  but  tradition  point?  out  an  old  tower  in  May  bole,  as 
the  place  where  the  frail  countess  was  confined.  The  portrait 
shotvn  as  her's-  in  ihe  Abtey  of  Holyrood  II<)use,  however,  is  not 
genuine.  .     •         ..  • 

Of  thiif  a^air  of  Gipsy  gallantry.  Sir.  Finlay,  in  his  notes  to  the 
old  ballad  of  the  "  Gypsie  Laddie,"  gives  the  following  account,  as 
the  result  of  his  enquiries  regarding  the  truth  of  the  traditionary 
stories  on  the  subject  i^--"  The  Earl  of  Cassilis  had  married  a  no- 
Ijleman's  daughter  contrary  to  her  wishes,  she  having  been  pre- 
viously engaged  to  another;  but  the  persuasion  and  importunity; 
of  her  firiends  brought  her  to  consent.  Sir  John  Faw,  of  Dunbar, 
her  fprmer  lover,  seizing  the  opportunity  of  the  earl's  absence  oii  a 
foreign  embassy,  disguised  himself  and  a  number  of  his  ret^intfa 
i»  Gipsies,  and  <(arried  off  the  lady,  '  nothing  loth.'  The  earl  hav-» 
ihg  returned  opportunely  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  act, 
and  nowise-  inclined  to  participate  in  his  consort's  ideas  on  the 
wbjectj  colleoted  his  vassals,  and  pursued  the  lady  and  her  para«. 
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and' died  in  1784,  at  the  great  age  of  eiglity-tlire*' 
years.  His  death  was  an  illustration  of  the  Gipsy 
maxim,  "  never  to*  forget  a  favour,  or  forgive  an 
injury;"  for  having  heard  that  Laird  Nesbit  wai 
iU,  the  hoary  leader  set  out  to  visit  his  benefactor. 
He  was  shortly  after  seen  by  some  Border  farmeuLr 
upon  the  North  Bridge  of  Edinburgh,  tossing  ab<p^ 
his  old  brown  hat»  and  huzzaing  with  great  vodS^ 
ration  that  he  had  seen  the  laird  (Mice  more  before 
he  died.  He  then  set  his  face  homewarf^lby  the 
way  of  the  sea-coastj^.  to  vary  his  route,  as  is  the* 
eustom  of  the  gang ;  but  he  only  got  the  length  of 
Coldingham,  when  he  wa»  taken  ill  andtUpd.  Hi» 
subjects,,  assisted  by  their  allies,  assemble  to  pay 

xnour  to  the  Borders  of  England^  where^  havifig  oTerfoken  them,  s 
battle  ensued^  in  which  Faw  and  his  followers  were  all*  killed  io- 
taken  prisoners,  excepting  one,— • 

* the  meanest  of  them  all^ 

Who  lives  to  weep,  and  sing  their  &II/ 
It  is  by  this- survivor  that  the  ballad  is  supposed  to  have  been  writ- 
ten. The  earl^  on  bringing  back  the  Mr  fugitive^  banished  her  a 
mensa  et  ikoro,  fmd,  it  is  said^  confined  her  for  life  in  a  tower  at- 
the  village  of  Maybole,  in  Ayrshire,  built  for  the  purpose ;  and 
that  nothing  might  remain  unappropriated  to  its  original  destina^' 
tion,  eight  heads,  carved  in  stone,  below  one  of  the  turrets,  .ar^ 
said  to  be^the  effigies  of  so  many  of  the  Gipsies.  The  lady  herself,, 
as  well  as  the  survivor  of  Faw's  followers,  contributed  to  perpe- 
tuate the  remembrance  of  the  transaction^;  for  if  he  wrote  a  song 
about  it,  she  wrought  it  in  tapestry ;  and  this  piece  of  workman** 
ship  is  still  preserved  at  Culzean  Castle.  It  remains  to  be  men- 
tioned^ that  the  ford,  by  which  the  lady  and  her  lover  crossed  the 
river  Doon  from  a  wood  near  CassiUs  House,  is  still  denominated 
Ae 'Gypsie  Steps.'"  , 

The  other  chief  families  that  inhabited  Yetholm  'wiik  the  Pa'Vf t 
were/  the  Youx^,  Blythes,  Winters,  and  Fleckie»» 
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liie  last  honours  to  the  old  chief,  and  brought  liim 
to  Yethohn  for  interment. 

WiU  Faw  was  very  despotic,  and  affected  regal 
pomp  cm  solemn  occasions.  He  had  twenty-^^ur 
^yidfen,  and  at  each  of  their  christenings  he  ap« 
jUpu^  dressed  in  his  original  wedding  robes.  These 
nyisteningi  were  celebrated  witii  no  smaU  parade* 
Twtelye  young  handmaidmis  were  always  present  as 
port  of  the  family  retinue,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
waitingi^  the  numerous  guests  who  assembled  to 
witness  the  ceremonj,  ojr  to  .partake  of  the  subse- 
-quent  festivities. 

'  Youn^!5yian  had  the  honour  of  being  frequently 
j^BiSi  kuidly  noticed  by  his  majesty,  who  sometimen 
reproved  old  Allan  for  permitting  his  son  to  live' 
too  long  in  on^  place  like  ajslave^  and. advised  hiip 
to  enlarge  his  circuit.  After  this  hint,  the  Allans 
always  travelled  down  the  Tweed,  where  they  could 
jSish  in  addition  to  their  other  employments.  In 
one  of  these  first  excuirsions,  tiliey  met  a  party  of 
^ethohn  Gipsies  near  CcMnhill,  amongst  whom  was 
long  Jem  Qordon^  with  whose  tall,  majestic,  com- 

*  This  woxBttn  k  said  to  be  the  originsjof  Meg  Merrilees,  whossr 
flbiffacter  is  drawn  in  suck  an  inimitable  style  of  excelleaoe  in  the ' 
popular  novel  of  Gny  Mannering.    The  aotivity^  cduragia,  and  ge-» 
lierosity  dP  Jean  Gordon^  continue  to  be  celebrated  in  the  traditloBS 
of  the  Borderers* 

jFean  Gordon's  sons  \i^re  all  executed,  after  a  summarjr  pri>« 
*«edB,  except  Tarn,  the  youngest,  who  was.then  in  Perthj^dure*  A 
writer' in  a  recent  periodical  wvirk  says,  '^I  have  heard  tht)  old 
pe<^e  at  Jedburgh  say,  ihat  all  Jean's  sons  were  condemned  to 
die  there  on  the  san!^  day.  It  is  said  the  jury  were  equally  di# 
▼idsd,  but  that  a  iHend  to  justice,  who  had  dept  during  the  whole 
jime  of  the  discussion,  waked  suddenly,  and  gate  Jlis  visX&  fan  eofrr 
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manding,  and  awful  appearance  James  was  particu-* 
larly  struck*  This  was  only  a  ishort  time  before 
her  death;  and  though  advanced  in  years,  yet  she 
still  walked  with  all  the  firmness  and  elasticity  of 
youth.  She  had  been  accounted  a  beauty  in  her 
youth ;  and,  even  then,  her  features,  though'  strong 
were  regular  and  pleasing,  whiles  the  gl«nce  of  mr 
eye  evinced  the  ardour  and  fire  of  a  strong  imagina- 
tion. Allan,  though  then  only  eleven  years  ^  age, 
observed  this  singular  Woman  with  greatj^inlerest, 
and  always  mentioned  her  in  terms  of  respect  and 
admiration.  ''•^ 

At  this  time.  Tarn  Gordon,  Jean's  youlfgest  and 
favourite  son,  took  a  great  fancy  to  James  Allan, 
whom  he  encouraged  to  display  all  his  feats  of  agi^ 
litv  and  skill.     He  bftd  heard  of  his  surprising  dex^ 


dem  nation^  in  the  emphatic  words,  .^  Hang  them  a'.'  Jean  w^ 
present,  and  only  said,  '  The  Lord  help  the  innocent  in  a  day  like 
this!'  Her  own  death  was  accompanied  with,  circumstances  of 
|)ru^  outrage,  of  which  ppor  Jean  was,  in  mapy  respepts,  wholly 
undeserving.  Jean  had,  among  other  demerits,  or  merits,  as  yoi^ 
may  choose  to  rank  it,  that  of  being  a  staunch  Jacobite.  She 
chanced  to  be  at  Carlisle  upon  a  air  or  market  day,  soon  after  the 
year  1746,  where  she  gave  vent  to  her  political  partiality^  to  the 
▼ery  great  offence  of  the  rabble  of  that  city.  Being  zealous  ib 
their  loyalty  when  there  was  no  danger,  in  proportion  to  the  tame? 
ness  with  whidi  they  had  surrendered  to  the  Highlanders  in  1745, 
they  inflicted  upon  poor  Jean  Gordon  no  sligkter  penalty  than 
thai  of  ducking  her  to  death  in  the  Eden.'  It  was  an  operation  of 
Mmef  time,  for  Jean  was  a  stout  woman,  and  stiniggliiig  with  her 
murdeie&l  often  got  her  head  above  water;  and  while  she  had 
voice  t^tffc,. continued  to  exdaim'at  such  intervals,  '  Charlie  yeif 
CharRe  i/Hi'-^^Whok  a  child^  and  among  iSie  scenes  which- s&e 
feequeiited^;  f  lidveolten  heard  these  stories,  and  cried  piteousl^ 
/br  poor  Jean  OordoQ.'*      .  .      .  ; 
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terity  in  foraging,  and  wished  much  to  take  him 
under  his  own  protection.  Tarn  was  a  han^dme 
young  man,  dressed  welF,  and  spent  his  money 
freely.  He  was  captain  of  a  hand  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen young  Gipsies,  who  accompanied  him  to  fairs, 
and,  by:  small,  sharp,  curiously  jointed  knives, 
found  an  easy  entrance  into  the  pockets  of  such 
unguarded  persons  as  seemed  to  possess  money. 
While  at  Corrihill,  he  projected  a  plan  of  operations 
which  was  to  be  executed  at  the  approaching  Falkirk 
fair.  On  this  ocCaEsion,  he  was  to  be  accompanied 
by  only  six  of  his  gang,  who  were  all  from  fifteen 
to  seventeen  years  of  age.  James,  who  admired 
the  gay,  careless,  and  profuse  manners  of  the  young 
depredators,  begged  and  obtained  permission  to  acj- 
company  the  party ;  but  old  Will  positively  refused 
his  permission.  However,  on  the  night  of  their 
departure,  James  contrived  to  elude  his  father*s  vi- 
gilance, and  hastened  after  his  new  acquaintances. 
Knowing  that  they  intended  to  sleep  at  a  publie 
house  at  Lauder,  where  they  were  always  welcomed,* 
he  travelled  quickly  to  that  place,  and  arrived  just 
as  the  captain  was  going  to  bed.  His  reception 
was  cordial  and  encouraging.  Before  day-break 
the  party  left  the  town,  and,  after  travieHing  a  few 
miles,  were  just  receiving  instructions  how  to  divide 
and  re-assemble  again,  when  a  man  approached,* 
driving  an  ass.  On  coming  nearer,  he  started,  and, 
staring  at  the  party  for  a  moment,  threw  down  his 
plaid,  and  fled  with  amazing  quickneiss.  The  cap- 
tain and  his  whole  gang  pursued  with  great  eager- 
ness. The  terrified  fugitive  fell,  yet  sprung  up  in 
pL  moment,  and  recommenced  his  flight,    But  he 
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was  lost:  a  l^w  of  the  captain's  cudgel  brought; 
him  to.  the  earth ;  and  as  every  one  (^  the  gang»  as 
they  came  up,  followed  the  example  of  their  chi^^ 
l^e  victim  of  their  fury  soon  ceased  to  breathe. 
Allan  stood  as  if  rivettcd  to  the  spot,  a  cold  sick-» 
ness  came  over  his  youi^  heart,  and  he  internally 
shuddered  at  the  revolting  spectacle. 

The  party  thrpw  the  body  into  a  hole,  and  co. 
vered  it  with  whins.  On  returning  to  the  place 
whece  Allan  stood,  the  captain  said  coolly,  "  Yom? 
Hfe  depends  on  your  silence.  When  justice  is  exe* 
^ted,  a  true  Gipjsy  should-  have  neither  eyes,  ears; 
nor  tongue.  That  fellow  was  one  of  the  base 
Baileys  of  Fifeshice,  and  was  th^  principal  in  rob^ 
hing  us  of  our  just  booty  ten  months  ago.  But  Ihb 
ffiends  must  be  near  ait  hand,  and  th^y  are  both 
JSitrong  and  reveugeiful;  so  we  had  better  wheel* 
^ut,  and  t£|ke  i^h^lter  in  our  own  nest.''  Allaa 
heard  this  resc^ution  with  great  joy.  He  neither 
£^1^  pleasure  nor  secimty  in  the  midst  of  his  new 
g|^^u^nt^<?es,  and  was  never  more  delighted  than 
when  he  rained  his  own  family.  This  is  the  only 
murder  tiiat  Allan  ever  beheld :  another,  at  whidi 
be  wa3  s^id  to  be  present,  was  perpetrated  befwe 
|te  was  bom» 

Spittal^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed,  was  a  noted 
xeodezYouB  for  Gipsies ;  as  the  facility  of  obtaining 
smuggled  spirits,  and  provender  for  their  gallowi^ 
Wd  asses  on  the  adjcuning  moor,  were  very  alluring 
lorcumstances.^:  During  one  of  Allan's  first  summer 
excursions  as  d^^piper,-  he  came  down  the  Tweed  ta 
Homdiff,  with  a  party  of  the  Spittal  Gipsies.  Her^" 
k^  leacned  that  a  youiig  pilot  of  Spittal  was  to  bn 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALLAK.  ^ 

« 

fiaarried  on  the  following  morning.    Expecting  to 
procure  an  engagement  at  the'  wedding,  he  left 
Homdiff  that  evening,  and  was  accompanied  by  a 
stout  young  Gipsy,  who  had  to  rejoin  his  friends^ 
next  morning  with  some  articles  that  were  want^i^^ 
loar  sale.    On  approaching  the  huts  usually  ocou-^  V  -/^ 
pied  by  the  Gipsies,  the  loud  and  piercing  screazi^ 
of  a  female  was  heard,  on  which  the  youi^  Gipsy 
darted  forward  towards  a  hut  from  whence  a  glim* 
mering  light  proceeded,     Allan,  from  sympathy 
and  curiosity,  kept  by  his  side,  and,  on  entering  the 
door,  saw  two  black4ooking  men  holding  the  giri, 
and  three  others  around  an  aged  female,  who  wa» 
groaning  deeply.    The  Gipsy  raised  his  cudgel,  and? 
in  a  moment  one  of  the  men,  who  grasped  the  wo- 
inan!s  legs,  lay  at  his  feet.    Allan  foHowed  the  gal« 
-iant  example ;  and  after  a  desperate  scui&e,  the  &f0 
intruders  were  driven  out  of  the  house,  covered 
/with  blood  and  bruises.    On  this  occasion,  Jame# 
fought  with  all  the  determined  and  generous  cotD* 
rage  of  youth;  for  a  cold,  calculating  seMsfanesSr 
bad  not  yet   obtained   the  predominance  in  hM 
character.    ' 

-  It  appeared  that  the  poor  woman  who  had  been 
assaulted  was  ninety-five  years  of  age,  and,  being; 
too  infirm  to  travel^  had,  during  three  yeMs,  been 
.  left  at  home  under  the  care  of  her  great-^and^*^ 
daughter,  a  girl  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  who^ 
nursed  her  with  exemplary  care  and  tenderness.- 
This  feeble  Gipsy  was  old,  poor,  a^d  lonely,  and 
belonged  to  a  strange  race :  the^good  'folks  of  the  vil-* 
lage  therefore  naturally  inferred,  that  all  their  little 
£scu»ters  proceeded  from  her  agency,  aiid  thai  she^ 
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must  be  a  Black  Wttch*    A  neighbouring  collier',* 
at  this  tiule,  had  a  child,  which,  though  plump  and 

*  In  oldtimes^  the  witches  were  divided  into  classes;  and  the 
nature^  powers^  and  habits  of  each,  were  minutely  described.  As 
this  kind  of  cunous  knowledge  is  fast  sinking  into  oblivion,  we 
\trill  take  the  liberty  of  j^resenting  the  inquisitive  reader  with  tie" 
fblkKrtng  extract  from  Ghrose's  Popular  Antiquities  v — 

There  are,  it  is  held,  three  sorts  of  witches..  The  first  can^ 
hurt,  but  not  help :  these,  from  their  diabolical  Qualities,  ar^  called 
Black  Witches.  The  second  sort  can  help,  but  not  hMX% :  these 
are  unhappy  persons,  who,  for  the  power  of  curing  diseases^  ^finding' 
^olen  goods,  and  doing  othef  acts  of  utility,  for 'which  they  take' 
Bioney,  become  bond  slaves  to  the  devil;  they  are  at  continu&t 
enmity  ^th  the  Black  Witches,  insomuch  that  one  or  the  other, 
oft^n  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  wicked  arts:  these  are  coxhmonly 
styled  White  Witches.  The  third  sort  are  tfawse  who  can  both 
£elp  and  hurt ;  and,  as  they  seem  a  sorf  of  mikture  between  white' 
lind  black,  and  wanting  t  name,  inay,  withottt-iia^y  great  impro-' 
priety,  he  named  Grey  Witches.        ^  - 

But  to  return  to  the  6ommon  witch,*  which  seems  of  the  bhtck^ 
.  sort,  we  do  not  find  that,  in  consequence  of  her  wicked  compact,, 
she  enjoys  much  of  the^  good  things  of  this  .world,  but  still  conti- 
nues in  abject  penury.  Sometimes,  indeed,  she,  in  com])any  with*^ 
other  of  her  sisterhood,  is  carried  through  the  air  on  brooms,  spits, 
&C.  to  distant  meetings,  or  sabbaths  of  witches.  At  thesnf  m^eet-*^ 
ings  they  have  feastings,  music,  and  dancing,  the'  devil-  sometimes 
condescending  to  play  on  the  pipe  or  cittern.  In  Scotland,  it  was 
confessed  and  deposed,  that,  at  some  of  these  meetings,  the  devil 
got  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  preached  a  sermon  ta  a  voice  hough  and^ 
gusik;  and  afterwards  dauised  the  witches  to  open  several  graves, 
out  of  which  they  took  part  of  the  body,  the  joints  of  the  fin^erff 
and  toes,  with  some  of  the  winding-sheet :  this  was  to  prepare  a 
powder  for  magical  uses.  Here  likewise  the  devil  distributes 
apples,  dishes^  spoons,  or  other  trifles,  to  those  witches  who  desire 
to  torment  any  particular  person :  these  they  present  to  them^,  and 
thereby  obtain  a  power  over  them. 

When  a  witch  wishes  to  destroy  any  one  to  whom  she  bears  asT 
ill-will,  she  and  her  sister  witches  make  an  image  of  wax,  which> 
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healthy  at  Hs  birth,  soon  dfller  begsui  b>  pme  away ; 
md  all  his  3F0uiig  pigs*  died.  This  was  clearly  the 
^ect  of  wit(iheraft ;  and  five  stont-hearf ed  pitiKt^ 
including  the  father,  agreed,  in  the  absenoe  of  the 
Gipsies,  to  draw  hlood  of  the  old  hag, .  sometvhere 
below  her  heart.  While  thvis  laudably  iranployed, 
Ihey  were  attacked  by  Allan  and  his  jcompanion; 
and  the  Gipsies  being  so  numerous,  bid  united,  tiie^ 
colliers  dared  not  to  repeat  the  attack. 

About  the  dose  of  autumn,  Jame&'and  his  father* 
always  returned  to  their  home  near  Rothbuty,- 
where  they  found,  at  weddings,  fairs,  joierry  meet- 
ings, and  kirn-suppers,*  anployment  congenial  to 

witli  many  ceremonies^  is  baptked  t^  tbe  d^^'  and  nimed  after 
the  person  meant  to  be  injured;  afteY  whidi  tiiej  stkk  Idioms  into. 
k,  and  set  it  before  a  fire;  and,  as  the  wax  meits^by  tkebtafe^'jsO' 
the  body  of  the  person  Represented  deeays  bysioMiess;  with  great 
tortiire,  baring  the  sensation  of  tiioms  stuck  into  bis  or  her  fiesb. 

Scratching  or  pricking  a  witeh^  so  «» to  draw  blood' of  her^  pre- 
Tents  her  haying  any  power  over  the  piKrsbn  that  does  it,  provided 
it  is  done  before  any  spell  has  taken  plaee  i  and  it  may  be  done  by 
proxy/  for  one's  cbHd^  provided,  at  the  time,  it  is  said  to  be  done 
dn  the  child's  acconnty  of  for  its  sakei. 

Whcbes,  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  air  and  exercise,  or  to  vex  Hhe^ 
sqaSre,  jnsticb;  and  parson  of  the  visage  wherein  they  reside,  oUteir 
tnmsfotrm  themselves  into  bares,  and  lend  the  boiladsand  hnnta^* 
man  a  long  and  fhiitless  chase. 

'  In  !]Sngl&nd,  witchcraft  bas  been  cbiefiy  oonfinedto  women :  the 
reason  assigned  is,  that  the  devil  having  e^cperienced,  in  the  temp«. 
tation  of  Eve;  the  facility  witb  wkieb  that  sex  are  led  astray  ;  and 
also  fouhd'that,  wben  they  once  deiviAte  fVom  the  paths  of  virtue, 
they  becdxne  more  wicked  than  men;  be  tberefinre  makies  bis  at« 
tacks  on  them,  in  preference  to  the  otbto^ex^ 

*  In  the  north  of  Sngland>  the' kim'^^pper  means  tbe  feast  «E 
harvest  home  ;  and  the  him  hah^  denotes  aii  image  demised  ^ 

F 
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their  jolly  and  thoughtless  habits.  In  the  sprin^^ 
Uiey  called  at  #  the  houses  of  a  select  number  of 
friends;  it  being  customary^  in  Northumberland,  to 
give  a  bowlful  of  corn  to  their  fevourite  musicians 
at  seed-time.  They  next  wandered  over  Reedsdale 
and  Tindale  to  play  to  the  sheep-shearers,  for  which 
they  received  abundance  of  meat  ajid  drink,  with  a 
present  of  ^hrool,  and,  if  they  continued  to  pby 

with  eohi>  carried  before  the  reapeva  to  their  mell  si^>per.—- Grot^» 
Prov.  Gi. 

'^  As  bleak-fac'd  Hallowmas  return^ 

They  get  the  jovial,  ranting  kirns. 

When  rural  life  of  every  station 

Unite  in  common  recreation." — Bums, 

Some  suppose  thfelt  the  Hbrm.  kirn;  or  churn,  is  u;ied  on  this  oooa* 
«on>  because  a  chum  full  of  oreapi  used  to  form  a'principal  pa^. 
ef  th6  entertainment. 

'^  Ait  cakes;  twa  riddle  fa',  in  ranks 

Pil'd  up,  they  gard  appear;    . 
An',  reamin'  owre,  the  kim  down  clanks. 
An' sets  their  chafts  asteer, 

.  Ptt'  fast  that  night/' 

JRev.  /•  NiaoVs  Poisms,  i.  154. 
Other  antiquaries  contend  th«t  the  kirn  may  refer  to  the  quem^ 
orliand-miU,  as  anciently  used  at.  liiis  time  in  preparing  the  first 
portion  of  the  new  grain.  The  Rev.  J.  Brand  thinks  that  kin^is, 
merely  a  corruption  of  eom  ;:  and  he  derives  the  Mell  Suppfgr  frppi. 
the  French  MesUer,  to  mingle  and  mix  together,  the  master  and 
servant  being  promiscttoudy^  at  one  table,  all  being  upon  ai^-e^ual 
footing.    Popular  Antiq.  p.  307>> 

Durandus  observes,  that  a  simEar  custom  prevailed  amongst  the 
Heathens;  and  Hos{»niaB  supposes  that  the  custom  was  copied 
foam  the  Jj^s.  Both  the  ^Roman  rustics  aiid  our  Saxon  ancestors 
ended  the  harvest  with  feasting  and  sacrifices.  The  like  custom 
seems  to  prevail  in  Russia ;  and  as  it  is  evidently  an  addition  to 
the  sum  of  human  happiness,  we  hope  that  it  will  never  fallint^ 
4ipase  where  it  has  been  observed. 
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during  the  evening,  a  sum  of  money.  On  these 
occasions,  James  was  always  a  welcome  visitant,  and 
the  superior  sweetness  of  his  melody  never  failed  to 
procure  him  a  handsome  reward.  This  excited  jear 
lousy  in  the  breast  of  old  Will,  who  could  not  bear 
a  rival  even  in  his  son.  Once  they  happened  to  be 
both  engaged  at  a  public  meeting,  when  James^ 
who  was  displeased  at  the  prospect  of  getting  but 
one  moiety  Of  a  good  collection,  peevishly  exdaim- 
ed,  "  You  do  not  keep  time :  that  is  no  music.*' — 
"Whatr  retorted  Will,  "whathedeil  learnt  ye? 
1*11  shiver  the  backJiU*  with  ye  or  e'er  a  piper  in 
Britsdn ;"  adding,  '^  I  canna  put  out  my  head,  and 
gang  where  I  Uke,  but  I  am  always  upbraided  with 
your  theevish  actions."  This  spirited  reply  in- 
stantly silenced  James,  who  suffered  his  father  an4' 
teacher  to  play  without  any  further  remark. 

Allan's  superior  skill  in  pipe-music  was  soon 
known  throughout  Northumberland,  in  most  parts 
of  Cumberland,  and  in  all  places  upon  the  Borders. 
At  length,  his  fame  reached  the  ears  of  the  Countess 
(afterwards  Duchess)  of  Northiunberland,  to  whos^ 
Tkckie  mother  Thomson  dedicated  his  Spring.  Hav- 
ing ^refined  taste,  arid  being  embued  with  a  love 
of  the  northern  airs,  as  performed  on  the  ancient 
Northumbrian  pipes,  she  sent  a  message  to  James, 
requesting  his  attendance  at  Alnwick  Castie. 

*  The  back-liU  is  tlie  tbumb-note/  or  Ughest  Dote  in  tlie  bag- 
pipe, which  Will  was  allowed  by  the  best  performers  to  trill  with 
onoominoB  dexteritj. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

AUan^s  Sefacme  to  raSse  the  Wind— Afipean  at  Alnwick  Casde^-Made  Pipec  to  the 
Countess— His  ImproTement  and  Happiness  at  the  Castle — A  Love  Affiur— De- 
parture from  Alnwidc — Good  Intentions  frustrated— Bfarriage—Resdiitions  for 

;    RefittmatioD-^IafidelUj — fifikts  of  Dissipation. 

X  HE  summons  to  Alnwick  Castle  gratified  AL- 
lan^s  utmost  ambition ;  but  he  found  himself  in  ft 
dilemma  wMch^  to  a  less  fertile  mind,  would  have 
been  insurmountable.  His  cloaths,  which  were  of 
the  coarsest  description,  and  much  worn,  he  consi- 
dered as  quite  imsuitable  to  make  his  appearance  ia 
before  a  lady  of  such  highdistmctioli.  He,  how^ 
ever,  hit  upon  an  expedi^it  that  carried  with  it  a 
probability  of  Success.  He  had  noticed  a  girl  i^ 
the  neighbourhood,  the  only  and  indulged  daughter 
of  a  wealthy  farmer,  who  had  often  eyed  bim  witl| 
a  look  of  etpresdve  languor,  which  he  well  underr 
stood.  But  the  fear  of  her  father's  wi-ath,  a  maip 
fioted  for. pride  and  resolution,  deterred  him  frOBSi 
indulging  in  gallantry  with  the  daughter.  He  no>f 
resolved  not  to  hesitate  any  longer,  biit  sought  and 
obtained  a  private  interview  with  the  fond  and 
inexperienced  girl.  Having  expatiated  largely,  and 
with  much  apparent  fervour,  on  ho*  beauty  and 
graceful  qualities,  he  ventured,  with  well  dissem- 
bled feaa-  and  tenderness,  to  avow  the  ardour  and 
sincerity  of  his  love.  He  dwelt  upoti  the  honour 
of  his  intentions,  the  golden  prospects  that  w^re 
opened  to  his  view,  and  the  honours  which  the 
favour  of  ike  countess  might  procure  him.     He 
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tras  heard  with  a  pleasure  that  could  not  be  con^ 
oealed,  and  the  poor  girl  drank  deep  of  the  delicious 
eup  of  adulation.  13ut  her  smiles  and  htr.  eneoQy 
raging  glances  failed  to  keep  up  the  spirif s  of  her 
suitor.  He  became  more  and  more  dull*:  thought- 
ful, and  melancholy.  The  girl  was  proportionabljr 
alarmed;  2nd,  after  repeated  attempts  to  inspire 
him  with  confidence,  he  delicately  hinted  at  thq  nar 
tiu:e  of  his  embarrassment.  She  was  r^oiced  to 
find  that  his  grief  could  be  so  easily  removed,  aAd 
soon,  oontriyed  to  put  him  in  possession  of  a  sum 
sufficient  to  equip  him  genteelly.  ' 

Allan  exulted  a-t  the  success  of  his  craft ;  but  th? 
father  «o<m  after  discov6red  the  folly  and  impru*- 
dence  of  his  daughter,  and,  as  an  atonement,  in- 
sisted upon  her  marrying  a  rich  stock  fiirmer  in  the 
west  of  the  county,  who  had  long  been  paying  her 
attentions.  This  connexion  terminated  Allan's  fur- 
ther intrigues  in  that  quarter. 

Having  secured  the  ways  and  means,  Allan  de«. 
iparted  for  Alnwick  with  a  light  heart,  and,  after 
being  gaily  attired,  presented  himself  at  the  Castile, 
where  he  obtained  a  ready  admittance.  Next  day^ 
he  was  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  countess, 
who  delicately  endeavoured  to  dissipate  his  emtiap^ 
rassment,  with  an  ease  and  grace  peculiar  to  herself, 
Whfen  he  had  mustered  some  degree  of  courage,  he 
began  to  jrfay,  and  acquitted  himself  in  so  masterly 
a  style,  as  to.  receive  the  highest  encomiums  from 
the  countess  and  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
were  present.  So  satisfied  was  his  noble  patroness 
with  bis  performance,  that  he  was  instantly  ranked 
as  one  of  her  musicians,  and,  shortly  after,  was.ap* 
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pointed  her  own  piper,*  by  which  he  became  privi* 
l^ed  to  wear  on  his  right  arm  the  Saraceri^s 
crescent  in  silver,  the  proud,  trophy  of  the  Percy, 
obtained  in  the  Crusades. 

Allan  continued  at  the  Castle  upwards  of  two 
years,  encouraged  by  his  patroness,  and  caressed  by 
the  chief  domestics,  as  his  conduct  during  that  pe* 
riod  was  irreproachable.  This,  he  often  repeated 
when  advanced  in  years,  was  the  happiest  period  of 
his  life.  His  imitative  powers  were  of  the  first 
order,  and  he  soon  acquired  an  easy,  genteel,  and 
insinuating  address.  Having  also  a  retentive  me- 
mory and  a  nice  discrimination,  he  readily  acquired 
much  useful  knowledge,  and  might  Imve  passed  in 

.  *  EBzabetli  Percy,  Duchess  of  Northumberland^  was  in  her  own 
ri|^t  Baroness  Fercy,  Lucy,  Paynings^  Fitz-Payne^  Bryan^  and 
Latimer^  being  sole  heiress  of  Algernon  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  of 
the  ancient  Earls  of  Northumberland.  In  proclaiming  the  fkirs 
in  the  Percy  baronies,  it  was  an  ancient  custom  for  her  steward  oiF 
die  court,  the  bailiflk,  and  the  tenantry,  who  owe  suit  and  sernce, 
to  be  preceded  by  a  piper.  Allan  performed  this  service,  and  was 
hence  usually  called  the  duchess'  piper.  This  custom^  whidi  is 
still  obsenred/  is  the  most  perfect  remains  of  watch  and  ward  that 
is  preserved  in  any  part  of  the  north  country. 
^  The  amiable  countess  was  celebrated  as  the  omiunent  of  Uie  obiltt» 
and  wa^  Lady  Lieutenant  <^  Ireland  in  1763.  In  1766,  she  be« 
came  Duchess  of  Northumberland,  being  also  one  of  the  ladies  of 
her  majesty's  IS^ed-chamber.  She  died  at  Northumberland  House^ 
December  5,  I776>  being  her  birth-day,  on  which  she  had  com* 
pleted  her  60th  year ;  and  was  interred  in  her  family  vault  in  St* 
Nicholas'  Chapel,'  Westminster,  December  18th  fbllowi^g*  Her 
extensive  charities  to  the  poor,  her  encouragement  of  litmnture 
and  the  polite  arts,  and  her  generous  patronage  of  every  kind  of 
merit;  her  warm  attachment  to  her  friends,  her  goodne^  to  her- 
servants,  not  to  mention  her  tender  affection  for  her  family,  made 
her  death  a  puUic  loss^  and  caused  it  to  be  deeply  lamented* 
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general  company  for  a  man  of  tolerable  educatioiL 
As  his  mind  expanded,  he  became,  more  aecmately 
acquainted  with  his  own  deficiencies,  and  bitterly 
lamented  his  early  thoughtlessness  and  aversion 
from  learning.  At  length,  he  formed  the  laudable 
resolution  of  returning  to  his  native  village,  and  of 
subsisting  on  his  savings  until  he  had  acquired  the 
elements  of  an  Engtish  education,  which,  to  a 
young  man  of  such  quick  parts,  would  not  have 
been  a  difficult  task. 

One  of  the  countess'  attendants,  a  smart,  pretty 
girl,  and  a  native  of  Middlesex,  conceived  a  strong 
partiality  for  the  handsome,  witty,  and  spirited 
piper,  and  endeavourfed,  by  every  feminine  art,  to 
attract  his  regards^  The  domestics  soon  perceived 
this,  nor  was  Allan  the  last  in  nfaking  the  disco- 
very. But  he  dared  not  to  trifle  with  the  feelings 
of  a  favourite  domestic ;  and  as  his  affections  were 
previously  engaged,  he  -fjarefully  avoided  all  oppor- 
tunities of  temptati(»i  or  of  explanation.  At 
length,  the  countess  was  informed  of  the  affair ; 
w^hen,  feeling  solicitous  for  the  happiness  of  an 
esteemed  servant,  she  desired. the  housekeeper,  a 
woman  of  great  discretion,  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter. She  reported  her  fears  that  the  young  woman's 
passion  was  incurable,  and  that  Allan  lamented  it 
deeply,,  as  he  foimd  himself  unable  to  divest  his 
heart  of  a  deep-rooted  and  sincere  affection  for  Wh 
otiier  object.  He,  however,  proposed  to  leave  tibe 
Castle  for  a  time,  hoping  that  his  absence  would 
enable  his  fair  admirer  to  conquer  her  partiality  for 
a  poor  stranger ;  and  that  as  he  wished  to  supply 
the  defects  of  his  education,  he  himself  would  also 
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frbtiLibe  .Castie.  The  -  countess  mqs  muoh  tjd^sjed 
idik  ililanls^  gencrc^ty^  and  aisa  -witb  Ms  ^gnnilB^miff^ 
tfay^dipwe  forimpnyv^  Shelitievefare  sent^im^ 
b4in&omejpite3€9it  in  cash,  With  a  pair  ^^inisdl  pipes^ 
ibehad  prpcui^diroiift  Edinb^irgh,  handsomdy  made 
of  ivory^  asid  decomtefi  mth  silver  chaini».  He'  alto^ 
Beoerved  many  Taluable  presents  fikmi  his  brother 
musicians  ahd  thQ  xjhief  domestics^  wiih  strict  in- 
junctions to  make  his  absence  as  short  as  postsible. 

Being  thus  loaded  with  favoursy  ^AUan  returned 
to  Bxithbury,  much  improved  in  behaviour  andriapr 
peurmce.  His  faitfaer,  vrbo  had  jiist  amved'  trmn 
his  annual  excursion^  was, overjoyed  at  again  be* 
holding  his  favoukste  sbm  ;:^  ahd,  in  Jionouir  of  his 

^  Kob^  AUa%  James'  youngest  brdtber^  wra'idio  d$  ad^  ott 
tie  pipes  J  but;  be  panted,  the  shrewdneM,  .b«ldjac8S>  and  craft  of 
Biis  brotbe^f  Ha  was  a  dull-lpoking  man,  witb  tbe  Gipsy  seowlisi^ 
i^,  and  wak  rustic  in  bisinanners,  and  ^vfkwstrd  in  bis  gsot.  la 
pd&ring  be  sddom  esdaped^defetti^,  and  wafr  often  lippr^i^idei 
|a|d  pupi^d  fc»r  desertion.  Like,  bis  fiitb^,  be  was  pasjgibiwteijt 
fond  of  fisbing:  One  daf,  wbile  playing  to  acoo^any  at  Weldei^ 
Bridge^  a  person  entered  tbe  room,  and  observed  ^at  be  bad  sees 
a'  fine  salmon  in  a  certain  place.  .  Robert  instantly  started  up, 
tbrettr  down  bis  pipes,  rusbbd  otit  of  tbe  ro(nn,  and  lan  to  tbe  spot 
aientioae^  y^esee,  in  crossing  tbe  stteam  upon  a  pldiik/be*^^ 
uito  the  watejf  and  wite  mucb  l^uised.  He  nerear  Teegrfxed  tbi» 
accident.  Fedtlng  tbe  amyreacb  of  deatb>  be  requested  to  be  ba«~ 
ried  near  to  bis  fetber ;  but  wben  tbe  overseers  refused  to  bury 
Bim  tbere,  be  cried,  **Wuns!  tbeii  e'en  let  tbe  tree  lie  where  it 
fbUs.""  Ihiagiiiing  that  a  drfnk  of  the  Coqoet  ^water  would  Veviv^ 
Iiiin>  Us  wife>  a  native  of  Goldstream^  wenj^  ftr  a  faotlie  fuB  of  tlbl 
life-reviving  cordiid.  Being  then  nnaUe  to  drinkj,  bepfesifed  A^ 
vessel  into  which  it  had  been  poured  to  his  heart,  and  died.  He 
was  buried  in  IJongframliDgton  cburcb-yard  .in  179S/a]|dintl|tt 
part  nearest  to  tbe  Coquet.    His  wife  survived*  bim  24  yearsi       * 
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«€urti,  he  xttYit^d  kll  ths  yoiitk  iri  the  naghbour- 
liood  to  partake  itt  a  dsifik  cwid  a  dance* 

XJlifcwrtiufnately  for  young  Allaji^  the  schoc^master 
under  whose  tuition  he  intended  to  place  himself, 
Was  at  this  time  affiieted  with  a  nervous  fever* 
Being  thereby  left  without  any  regular  employ- 
ment, he  naturally  resumed  his  old  practices  of 
poacliing,  fishing,  and  gambling;  and  while  not 
thus  eng^ed,  he  joined  the  dissipated  groups  who 
feisually  flckjk  to  a  village  ale-house,  where  his 
music  and  witty  sdlies  gained  him  the  loudest 
applause. 

The  young  woman  before  alluded  to,  on  whom 
Allan  had  fixed  his  affectionjS,  waS  a  servant  at  an 
inn  in  Rothbury.  She  was  a  forward,  neat,  Witty 
girl,  and  by  her  humour,  and  sly,  indecent  j(^kes, 
proved  highly  diverting  to  the  cfustomers*  Many 
pretended  to  court  her ;  but  the  manly  piper  wad 
her  favourite.  At  this  time,  shfe  had  reigned  her 
situation,  and  gone  to  visit  he^,  sister  at  Morpeth  j 
but  when  she  heard  that  AH^  had  returned, 
dressed  like  a  gentleman,  and  his  putlse  filled  with 
money,  she  hastened  back  to  Rothbury.  Allan  in- 
stantly waited  upon  her,  but  was  very  eoldly  re- 
cjeivedi  She  upbraided  him  with  neglect  and 
decatfulness,  ipoke  movingly  on  the  mental  ago- 
nies she  had  endured,  and  the  repeated  assurances 
1^  had  received  of  his  attachment  to  other  favoured 
girls.  Allan  protested  his  innocence,  and  avowed 
his  unaltered  affection,  but  was  only  answered  by 
tears  ^d  incredulous  sighs.  Thus  he  passed  ^ome 
days  iti  the  cruellest  state  of  suspense ;  when,  by  a 
well-edncerted  plot,  he  was  induced  to  believe  that 
3  a 
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Fanny,  his  beloved,  was  about  to  bestow  her  hand 
upon  a  rival.  Driven"  to  madness  by  this  informa- 
tion, Allan  scarcely  left  her  for  an  hour  until  she 
consented  to  become  his  spouse. 

Thus  was  the  wily  and  cautious  piper  outwitted> 
and  precipitated  into  a  hasty  and  unfortunate  mar- 
riage, by  a  woman  who  did  not  possess  a  single  ac* 
complishment  requisite  to  form  an  agreeable  partn^^ 
She  wafr  lieentious,  drunken,  quarrelsome,  and  un* 
matched  for  hypocrisy  and  low  cunning.  "Ket  foa: 
such  a  creature  as  this  he  refused  an  amiable  girl, 
respectably  connected,  and  in  high  favour  with  his 
patroness.  But  such  inconsistency  of  conduct  has 
characterized  the  love  speculations  of  many  besides 
AUan,  and  from  whom  better  things  might  have 
been  expected.- 

After  marriage,  Allan  formed  the  firm  resolu* 
tion  of  leading  a  sober  and  industrious  life;  and 
while  he  lived  with  his  wifcr  his  conduct  was  most 
exemplary.  His  gains  were  considerable;  but 
plenty  did  not  ensure  domestic  happiness.  The 
thriftless  conduct  and  violent  temper  of  his  wife 
was^  a  constant  subject  of  grief  and  regret.. 
.  There  hved  at  this  time  in  Rothbury  one  James 
Hill,  a  tailor  "by  trade,"  and  in  whose  formation 
nature  seemed,  to  have  indulged  some  of  her  most 
comical  freaks.  His  legs  were  bowed,  and  uncom- 
BH>nly  short ;  and  his  thighs  seemed  still  more  dis* 
proportioned  to  a  large,  square  body.  His  shoulders 
were  broad^  and  his  arms  surprisingly  long  and  mu5« 
cular ;  while  his  immense  black  head  formed  a  strik-^^ 
ing  termination  to  this  mass  of  misshapen  matter*. 
Hia  mouth  extended  almost  from  ear  to  ear  ;^  while 
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i^normous  bushy  dark  jK^hiskers  rendered  his  face 
still  more  frightful.    Yet  this  Caliban  had  the  aft . 
of  supplianting  in  his  wife's  affections  one  of  the 
handsomest  men  in  Northumberland. 

In  the  winter  season,  AHan  was  frequently  from 
his  home  several  nights  m  the  week,  which  afforded 
his  faithless  wife  many  opportunities  of  admitting 
this  disgusting  sinner  to  supply  her  unsuspecting 
husband's  place ;  and  i^he  even  furnished  him  with 
cash  to  support  his  extravagance.  Although  Allan 
frequently  found  him  at  his  house  at  improper  hours, 
yet  he  never  suspected  the  criminal  intercourse  car- 
ried on  in  his  absence,  until  the  hardened  villain  con- 
fessed his  crime,  in  order  to  gratify  his  vanity. 

Returning  home  one  winter  evening,  and  being 
much  fatigued,  for  he  had  travelled  upwards  of  30 
miles  in  the  course  of  that  day,  he  met  his  father, 
who  urged  him  to  partake  of  a  hotpot^  old  Allan's 
favourite  beverage.  On  entering  the  public  house, 
they  found,  amongst  other  company,  this  Hill,  the 
tailor,  who  was  nearly  intoxicated.  He  instantly 
began  to  banter  James  on  his  jaded  appearance,  and 
threw  out  insinuations  which  were  well  understood  . 
by  the  whole  company,  except  AUan,  at  whom 
ttey  were  levelled.  At  length,  however,  he  asked 
the  meaning  of  an  improper  expression  which  Hill  .- 
had  uttered,  when  the  impudent  profligate  openly 
boasted  of  the  illicit  intercoiu-se  he  had  with  his 
wife,  in  all  the  triumph  of  guilt  arid  the  audacity 
attendant  on  such  circumstances.  At  this  moment^ 
dd  AUan  happened  to  have  his  muff-h^rn  in  his 
hand,  which  he  dashed  with  fury  in  the  tailor'6 
fac»;  and  had  he  not  been  restrained^  the  conse^ 
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quences  might  have  been  fatal  *  The  injured 
James  sat  motionless,  nor  eould  the  utmost  exer- 
tions of  the  company  rouse  him  to  sensibility. 

Next  morning,  a  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  pro^ 
nounced  him  to  be  in  a  fever,  brought  on  by  fatigue 
and  irritation  of  mind.  Several  days  elapsed  before 
he  was  able  to  walk  down  stairs,  when  he  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  his  wife,  begging  her  to  send  the  ten  guineas 
he  had  locked  in  the  chest,  as  he  wished  to  pay  the 
doctor's  bill,  lodging,  attendance,  &c. ;  but  the  mes^ 
senger  returned  loaded  with  abuse.  A  benevolent 
farmer  who  was  present,  and  pitied  his  condition, 
took  him  home  until  his  health  was  re-established.  ■ 

Allan  now  returned  to  Alnwick  Castle,  resolving 
to  pluck  his  cruel  and  faithless  wife  from  his  re- 
membrance. But  a  sense  of  his  wrongs  continually 
haunted  his  mind;  and,  in  order  to  escape  from 
disagreeable  recollections^  he  plunged  into  every 
species  of  debauchery.  His  attendance  at  the  Cas- 
tle was  neglected;  and  when  he  was  wanted,  he 
was  generally  found  incapable  of  performing  fron^ 
intoxication.  He  contracted  debts  in  every  quar- 
ter, drank  freely  in  public  houses,  and  usuaUy  slimk 
away  without  paying  his  reckoning.  In  short,  be 
became  regardless  of  character ;  and  his  first  tbougjit 
in  every  *^ompany  seemed  to  be,  how  he  might 
plunder  them  the  most  securely  and  profitaWy. 

*  Such  is  Allan's  account  of  this  affair^  Bat  Hill|  although 
deformed^  is  represented  to  have  been,  like  the  Black  Ikvarf  in 
the  Tales  of  my  Landlord^  an  uncommonly  muscular  man.  He 
also  exoeUed  in  the  pugilistic  art,  and  as  a  cudgel-player  was 
greatly  distinguifibed.  Indeed,  such  wa»  his  unequalled  stMOgtlt, 
tibiat  no  man  that  oiMiae  inta  hjs  ^asp  ever  «icap^  witi^  ynyvjuiljf. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Afiin  coBstfl  Mid  beoonjes  P^r  to  tht  Nocthunikeilaiul  AfUitfau— Dctcns««.19ar« 
law  B>Bf»-«Croes  to  J^ttKastle-^TiOKn  at  Stsgshaw  Btak  Fair-*«Plie»  from  bis 
Sfc#rt««*Th^  at  H«rbottle— Arriyes  at  Wbittiogham— BBlists  and  deserts  a^un 
—Taken  at  Percy's  Crpes— Carried  to  Alnwick— Released  through  the  Countess 
of  Northumberland-^^hort  Reformation— Relapse<—Ban2shed  the  Castle— Sett 
off  for  Scotland. 

Allan  being,  in  consequence  of  his  abandoned 
habits,  frequently  shunned  and  insulted,  resolved 
to  change  his  scene  of  action ;  and  as  the  Northum- 
berland Militia  was  then  embodying  at  Alnwick, 
he  inHsted  as  a  substitute.  He  was  then  in  the 
early  bloom  of  life  and  manhood,  and  his  fine  form 
appeared  to  advantage  in  the  military  garb  of  the 
day. .  This  regiment  always  kept  a  piper  or  two, 
who  marched  in  the  van ;  and  as  Allan  could  give 
an  inimitable  expression  to  the  wild,  melancholy, 
and  warlike  sound  of  the  aneient  pibrochs,*  he  was 

*  William  Richardson>  Esq.  notary  public  at  North  Shields;, 
whose  deep  knowledge  in  trade  and  local  antiquities  will  be  long^ 
remembered,  and  who  died  on  August  29>  1824,  in  a  letter  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  writer  in  1817^  H^J^y  ^'It  is  twenty  years  this  an-* 
tomn  since  James  AUdn  played  to  m6j  at  Elsdoi^  9^urt  Baron^  a 
port  pibroch  on  the  regimental  Northumberland  bagpipes,  to  the 
astonishment  and  terror  of  some  of  the  spectators/'  The  same  in« 
genious  gentleman  accompanied  thif  information  with  the  follow-* 
isg  curious  production :— * 

WriUenfor  ike  Northumherland  Regimental  Bagpipes. .    . 
A  BORDER  GATHERING. 
A  supposed  invasion  of  the  Scots  having  taken  place  in  the  jab- 
sence  of  the  Percy  in  Palestine^  the  Gatherinj;  of  the  Feuwidk^ 
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appointed  a  regimental  piper.    But  the  restraints  of 
a  military  life  did  not  accord  with  his  wayward 


«  Northumbrian  daa^  and  their  allies^  to  repel  them.  (In  the 
manner  of  the  Highland  pibroch  Clan  Cannell,  as  writteiL  by 
the  celebrated  Walter  Scott^  Esq.)  Respectfully  inscribed  to  a 
descendant  of  the  warlike  band  of  Fenwicke. 

I. 

Pipe  of  Northumbrian  sound ! 
War-pipe  of  Alnwicke ! 
4  Wake  the  wild  hills  around^ 

^  Summon  the  Fenwicke : 

Percy  at  Paynim*  war ; 

Fenwicke  stands  foremost : 
Scots  in  array  from  farj 
Swell  wide  their  war-host. 

II. 

Now^  fierce  from  the  Border, 

Wolf-like  he  rushes  ; 
Drives  southward  the  warder; 

Gore-stream  forth  gushes : 
Come  Spearman^  come  Bowman^t 

Come  bold-hearted  Truex^cke ; 
Repel  the  proud  fbe-man ; 

Join  lion-like  Bewicke. 

HI. 

From  Fenwicke  and  Denwicke^ 

Harlaw  and  Hallington ; 
Sound  bugle  at  Alnwicke> 

Bagpipe  at  Wallington : 

•  The  Cnisade. 

-f  Speaitnan,  Bowman,  Tniewicke  (or  Trewicke),  and  Bewicke;  names  of  dans 
•r  families,  the  retainers  or  vassals  of  Percy,  and  allies  of  Fenwicke,  the  descendants 
of  whom  exist  to  this  day. 

t  Hamlets  in  Northumbedand.— Elf-hills  (the  hills  of  the  fairies),  near  Cambo. 
iSr  John  de  -Cambo  kept  a  watch  on  the«  and  the  nc^hbooring  eminenoes. 
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habits ;  and  in  a  short  time  he  deserted,  and  secreted 
himself  in  Newcastle. 

Here  he  exchanged  his  soldier's  coat  for  an  old 
plain  one,  bought  an  old  hat,  and  tied  on  a  leathern 
^pron,  so  as  to  look  like  a  garret-angel.  In  a  short 
time,  his  money  was  spent ;  yet  he  durst  not  ven- 
ture out  in  day-light,  for  fear  of  detection.  One 
evening,  while  walking  along  the  Quayside  in  a 
melancholy  mood,  he  perceived  his  wife  Fanny  step^ 


On  Elf-hills  th''  alarm-wispf 

Smoulders  in  pale  ray ; 
The  babe  that  can  scarce  lisp 

Points  northward  the  bale-way^ 

IV. 
Leave  the  plough^  leave  ^e  mow; 

Leave  mill  and  smithie ; 
Come  with  your  trusty  yew. 

Strong  arm  and  pithy ; 
Leave  the  herd  on  the  hiU^ 

Lowing  and  flying ; 
Leave  the  viUe^  cot^  and  milly-'  . 

The  dead  and  the  dying.    * 

V.  •'•*-. 

Come,  dad  in  your  steel  jack,^ 

Your  war  gear  in  order>  . 
And  down  hew^  or  drive  back 

The  Scot  o'er  the  Border : 
And  yield  you  to  no  man ; 

Stand  firm  in  the  van-guard; 
Ifrave  death  in  each  foe-maa> 

Or  die  on  the  green  sward. 

§  A  wisp  of  tfraw  ot  icw^  mounted  upon  ike  pcnnt  of  a  spear,  and  set  on  fivv 
when  a  raid  took  place.  When  this  portentous  ensign  was  carried  ihrough  the 
Sorte-coaiitty,  eveiy  one  instantly  flew  to  taauu    It  was  the  Hotitrok 


V 
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jjing  ashore  from  a  ship^  accompatiied  by  a  sailof^ 
Allan  uncovered,  and,  making  her  a  low  bo*r^ 
turned  about,  and  walked  briskly  off.  He  was  now 
Certain  that  the  enemy  he  most  dreaded  had  quitted 
Rothbury;  and  as  he  knew  no  other  person  that 
would  act  as  a  spy  or  informer,  he  resolved  to  re- 
turn to  his  native  village.  With  a  light  heart,  he 
quitted  the  town  in  which  he  had  been  so  long 
starf'ing  and  skulking;  and,,  early  nekt  mornings 
was  oveijoyed  to  see  Simonside  Hills  upon  his  leffc^ 
iThough  faint  and  weary,  he  pushed  onwards,  and 
'was  soon  seated  beneatli  his  pateiTi^  roof. 

Allan's  father  and  mother  received  him  with  the 
greatest  affection ;  though  the  former  swore  that  if 
he  had  belonged  to  the  Jtegulars^  he  would  not 
have  harboured  him:  but  the  MUiiia  Was  quite  a 
different  thing ;  no  limn  of  spflit  W6uld  think  of 
continuing  in  it  who  had  legs  to  desert.  Thus  did 
old  Will  seize  upon  evety  circumstance  that  could 
gratify  his  family  pride^  «ii<l  shew  his?  contempt  for 
ordinary  men* 

For  a  time  Allan  was  very  cautions,  and  seldiint. 
went  out  but  at  night.  However,  understanding^ 
one  day  that  there  ^as  t0  lie  an  ottar  hunt,  he 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  seeing  it,  espe* 
cially  as  he  had  a  dog  excellent  at  the  sports  Du- 
ring the  hunt,  the  son  of  the  high  constable  said 
something  to  vex  bim^  when  he  tumbled  the  im- 
]^ertinent  youth  into  the  Coqtiet.  QnupoDfikg  out, 
he  stood  shivering  and  vowing  verigeance.  He 
then  went  home,  and  told  his  father  how  ill  he  had 
been  used  by  Jamie  the  piper,  observing  that  If  he 
was  not  apprehended  for  desertion^  anothar  man 
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urdttld  have  to  be  balloted  in  Ms  pla<!e«  The  father 
approved  of  this  reasoning^  and,  being  determined 
tb  do  his  duty/ raised  a  possef  of  constables,  wi^th 
whom  he  surrounded  old  Allan^s  cottage*  But  just 
ite  they  were  approaching  the  door,  James'  step* 
mother  perceived  the  danger,  and  instantly  bolted 
it.  One  of  the  constables,  a  jdily  publican  at 
Rothbury,  begged  the  old  people  to  give  up  the-, 
offender,  as  his  escape  hvbs  impossible.  ^^  We  can- 
not give  up,"  they  replied,  ^  what  we  hive  not ;.  fp^ 
poor  Jamie  has  gone  tc>  ShldBs,  where  he  m^ans  tQ 
take  shipping  for  IiondbH.'*~-**  Oh !  I'm  gla4  t0, 
hear  that,"  whispered  the  constable,  '•for  J  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  son  of  ah. old  neighbour 
punished;  but  I  must  do  my  duty/ and  will  just 
look  in  for  the  fox,  which  will  satisfy  .^1  pbr^i^s ." 

The  c4d  woman  now  whispa:ed  James  loiKptP 
iiie  back  window,  and  make  a  miiseas  if  b^in^ 
tended  to  come  out  there.  The  whole  party,  heoiy 
ing  this>  ran  backward  to  catoh  himi;  when  bijs 
father  drew  back  the  woodto  bolt  of  the  door,  ^nd 
Hfm  off  with  his  utmost  i^eed,  while  bis  wife  stood 
bit  the  threshold,  shakii^  herajHron,  ^nd  screaming 
out,  "  Run^  Jamie,  run."'  This  stratagem  fuHy  suc- 
ceeded :  the  constables  stUjoin^  in  jtheijpursuit,  .and 
Iran  above  a  nule  with  great  spirit ;  when  old  AUan 
/leisurely  di^w  up,  and/  turning  round  to  >  his  pudif- 
suers,  said,  with  a  sa^iastic  grim^  ^^I  dare  my  Jmxm 
will  be  far  enough  off -now."  And  so  Jamie  was. 
'As  soon  a»<his  father  had  drawn  the  enemy  in  pui^ 
fuit  of  him,  he  stole  gaitly  off  in  a  different  direc- 
tion^ being  confident  that  no  man  could  ccitch  hilfi 
by  superior  speed. 

H 

\% 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


J 


i      TfrfU 


/ 


M  U?E  OF 

On  considering  where  he  could  procure  a  j^uie 
hiding-place,  he  determined  to  visit  a  frijend  wha 
tived  at  Bewcastle  in  Cumberland^  and  irho  was  a 
hearty,  jolly  fellow,  with  whom  he  had  drunfe 
gambled,  jumped^  ran,  and  wcesded.  The  hospitar 
ble  Cumbrian  received  Allan  with  great  kijid^ess^ 
and  felt  pleased  at  being  thus  accidently  enabled  to 
gratify  his  friends  with  the  best  pipe  music  eypp 
heard  in  that  country.  In  a  short  time,  bis  friauf 
was  ciHnpelied  to  go  to  Stagshaw  Bank  fair  wifJ^ 
some  horses  he  had  for  sale;  and  Allan,  notwitli* 
standing  the  most  pressing  remonstrances  to  tt^ 
contrary,  determined  to  accompany  himv,  Hafio^ 
rode  with  his  friend  to  Hexham,  he  thare  left  hi% 
and  proceeded  on  foot  to  the  fair. ' 

Here  he  soon  met  with  an  old  acquaintance;  ;)^t|^  ^ 
whom  he  stept  into  a  tent  to  take  a  jHftt  Q^  gle; 
wh^i  the  fLrst  perscm  he  saw  was  the  serje^jt J^  th^ 
company  to  which  he  was  attached.  Not  Tf^y^g 
to  cenew  his  itcquaintance  with  this  mun^  i^  t€^4 
his  companion  to  stop  f w  a  few  manutes,  j$pd  tp^p 
to  depart.  On  passing/  the  serjeant  Md  hold  qf  hi^ 
•  ann,  sayingj  "  Is  not  your  name  Allan  B>*    Wi^hwjk 

-  relying,'  AUan^  with  one  WoWj  laitf ,  tilp  Beijieaijt 
sgrawling  at  ins  feet,  and  tbra,  ruAhmg.QU^tfp^^^h^ 
tent,  ran  sidftly  down  vtte  fair.  But  ith/c^'^wbo 
had  seen  the  soldier  struek,  foUpwed  hjixi  doselj^ 
idying,  *^Stop  thief!"  when  ^  brawny  flallpsw  hqj^ 
.against  him  with  his.  broadside^  an/i  gave  hiin  a 

«  -complete  somerset.  He  was  then  pitul^i^s  ai^ 
>itent  tirto  confin^ent  until  a  party  camie  to  coQ^i^jr 
llim  4io  his  regiment.  *  .      ; 
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'AHaft'^  Beweft8tle  friend  was  extremdy  sorry 
wkeii  told  of  the  circumstance^  and  kindly.sent  hka, 
a  guinea.    At  lengthy  his  escort  arrived,  consisting 
of  three  hearty  fellows,  natives  of  Tweedside,  fond 
of  tnh  and  frolic,  and  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
rigours  of  military  discipline.    Allan,  having  mo^ 
ney,  carried  it  on  jovially  with  his  civil  guardians.. 
On  the  second  day,  they  halted. at  a  public  house^^ 
intending  to  stop  all  night ;  and  as  none  of  them 
were  fatted,  they  went  into  a  yard  behind  the 
house  to  amuse  themselves.    Allan  bet  a  galloh  of 
ale  tiiat  he  cottld  excel  the  whole  of  them  at  quoits ; 
aiid  as  the  yard-wall  was  high,  th0<;^rporal  took  off 
his  handcuffs  without  the  least  hesitation.     The        * 
pky  yrent  on,  and  meanwhile  the  soldiers  drank  a 
good  quantity  of  ale;   but  Allan  was  cautious. 
The  quoits  w^re  at  length  put  aside^  when  the  soU 
diers  began  disputing  who  was  the  best  shot.    A' 
mark  was  therefore  set  up,  at  which  they  began 
firing  with  ball,  James  being  appointed  umpire. 
After  much  vnangling,  they  laid  down  their  fire- 
Icicks;   when  Allan  asked  why  they  had  ceased 
&ing.    *'  Because  all  our  shot  is  done,"  was  the  an- 
swer.— ^^*But  you  have  surely  one  charge  lefty  that. 
I  may  shew  you  my  skill?" — "No,  none  of  us  has 
a  particle  left"— .'^  Then,  friends,"  said  Allan  briskly, 
•*it  is  time  &>r  me  to  quit  you — may  you  have  a 
pleasant  journey ;"  and  springing  upon  the  wall,  he  . 
disappeared  in  a  moment     The  soldiers  were  so'* 
afiSazed  at  their  own  folly,  and  his  audacious  elope- 
ment, that  none  attempted  to  follow. 

Allan  hastened  across  the  county  of  Durham 
with  Uie  utmost  speed,  and  never  halted  until  he 
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had  reached  Shotlfey  Bridge.  From  tMs  place  he 
proceeded  to  Bellingham  in  Northumberland,  by 
way  of  Hexham.  Here  he  had  so  many  friends 
and' acquaintances,  that  his  retreat  could  not  be 
long  concealed.  He  therefore  resolved  to  visit  his 
uncle  at  Holystone,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
a  fortnight ;  whmy^coming  weary  and  restless^  he 
wandered  abouSit  night  amongst  the  adjoining 
hamlets.  Oneprening,  he  was  kindly  entertained 
by  a  farmer  at  Harbottle,  who  was  fond  of  the 
small  pipes.  A  schoolmaster  was  boarded  in  the 
house,  and  he  consented  to  permit  Allan  to  share 
his  bed  during  the  night,  as  a  heavy  rain  was  fall- 
ing. About  day-break,  AUan  arose,  dressed,  and 
took  his  leave,  with  many  expressions  of  grateful 
feeling.  The  schoolmaster,  or  Damime,  as  he  is 
called  in  the  north,  on  rising,  missed  his  watch. 
The  farmer,  who  knew  Jamie^s  habits,  felt  highly 
exasperated  at  this  bresSch  of  hospitality,  and, 
mounting  his  horse,  accompanied  by  his  son  ^d  a 
constable,  galloped  after  the  offender.  They  soon 
perceived  his  figure,  and,  pushing  forward  their 
horses,  gave  chase.  Allan  bounded  ova-  the  ground 
witlf  a.  swiftness  that  both  surprised  and  vexed  his 
pursuers.  The  chase  was  to  the  westward,  where  the 
country  gro^is  very  hilly  and  rocky.  In  one  place, 
there  is  a  clefSt  in  the  rock  forty  feet  deep  and  four- 
teen feet  wide  at  the  mouth,  with  a  projecting  shelv- 
ing ledge  about  twelve  feet  from  the  top.  Allan, 
finding  his  pursuers  dose  upon  him,  ran  to  thi« 
spot,  and,  by  a  bold  spring,  jumped  upon  the  ledge* 
The  farmer  and  his  friends  checked  their  horses, 
and  looked  ^enonsly  at  each  other,  imagining  that 
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the  defipera^te  and  guilty  man  must  be  dashed  to 
pieces.  On  dismounting,  they  approached  the  hor- 
rible chasm  with  great  caution,  and,  on  logking 
over,  saw  Allan  standing  on  the  narrow  projection, 
and  laughing  at  his  followers.  The  fanner  ex- 
claimed^  "Let  us  return  home,  my  friends,  or  worse 
may  befal  us,  for  it  is  clear  the^<^l  has  helped  the 
fellow.''  At  night,  Allan*  contrived  to  climb  up, 
and  wandered  across  the  country  he  knew  not 
where.  At  length,  he  reached  Whittingham,  hun- 
gry, thirsty,  and  pennyless. 

Here  he  entered  the  principal  public  house,  and 
boldly  ordered  dinner.  Some  company  being  pre- 
sent, he  drew  out  his  pipes,  and  struck  up  "  Cut 
and  Dry  DoUify  which  so  highly  pleased  a  farmer 
who  was  present,  that  he  gave  him  half-a-crown ; 
and  being  soon  after  recognized  by  several  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  merry  little  place,  they  advised 
him  to  remain  amongst  them  tiU  his  finances  were 
recruited,  for  his  appearance  indicated  that  they 
were  at  a  low  ebb. 

To  this  proposal  Allan  readily  consented^  and' 
^>ent  two  or  three  days  very  agreeably;  but  4  re- 
cruiting party  comjng  to  the  house,  the  targe 
^bounty  o^red  proved  too  great  a  temptation  to  be 
resisted.  Whfle  hii^  bounty-money  lasted,  which 
was  only  for  a  very  short  time,  he  was  jolly  and 
careless;  but  when  all  was  spent  except  a  few  shil-^ 
lings,  he  resolved  to  depart.  When  the  family  on 
whom  he  was  billetted  had  retired  to  rest,  he 
packed  up  his  pipes  and  his  scanty  wardrobe,  and 
slipped  down  from  his  chamber  window.  A  re- 
cruit^  who  was  returning  to  his  quarters  from  sup?. 
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ping  with  a  friend,  observed  his  fellow  recruit!$ 
descent,  and,  suspecting  his  design,  ran  to  alairm  tile 
seijeant  and  corporal,  who  lodged  together;  and  ill 
a  few  minutes,  the  three  set  out  in  pui^guit  of  the 
fugitive. 

It  being  a  fine  moonlight  night,  the  party  walked 
forward  at  theirg^i^ost  speed,  and,  ou  reaching 
Hedgely  Moor,  feUght  a  glimpse  of  the  active  de- 
serter. The  colP^ral  now  stole  upon  hito  ux  stich 
silence  as  to  be  able  to  seize  bis  arm.    When  Allan 

-  turned  around  and  saw  the  red  coat,  a  sense  of  his 
danger  flashed  upon  his  mind ;  and,  by  a  sudden 
and  desperate  exertion,  he  freed  himself  from  th6 
corporal's  grasp,  jumped  over  the  ditch,  and  ran  at 
the  top  of  his  speed.  His  escape  now  appeared 
certain ;  but  the  grass  being  wet,  his  foot  slipped^ 
and  he  fell.  On  rising,  his  pursuers,  who  had  come 
up,  endeavoured  to  seize  him ;  but  he  again  es<»ped. 
In  running,  he  felt  his  tocle  was  sprained ;-  whetl 

.  observing,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yardgf,  a  $toxit 
pillar,^  he  placed  his  back  against  it,  and  with  his 

♦  *^  On  Hedgely  Moor,  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  with  the  Lords  ttun- 
gerford  and  Ross,  in  1463  encountered  King  Edward^ 8  fbrces,  tui«> 
der  the  command  of  Sir  John  Neville  Lord  Montacute,  Warden 
of^  the  Eastern  Marches.  Sir  Ralph's  companions  in  arms  £ed  on 
the  first  onset;  hut  he,  with  the  spirit  of  a  Percy,  maintained  his 
ground,  and  died  fighting  bravely  for  Henry  VL  whose  cause  he 
espoused.  His  dying  words  were,  "  J  have  saved  the  bird  in  my 
breast;"  meaning  his  faith  to  his  party.  A  monument  called 
Pssct's  Cbosb  was  erected  in  memory  of  this  brave. warrior.  1\ 
stands  in  a  field  about  60  paces  east  of  the  road  which  runs  from 
Morpeth  to  Wooler,  and  at  a  small  distance  north  of  the  21  mile 
j9tone.  tt  consists  of  a  stone  pillar  fixed  on  a  pedestal,  having  the 
Percy  and  Lucy  arms  rudely  cut  upon  it  in  relief."— -Jftfc^ewatV* 
Mist,  of  Northumb.  vol,  u.  jp*  16. 
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stick  feUed  to  the  ground  both  the  serjeant  and  the 
oorpond.  The  recruit  kept  at  a  respectful  distance ; 
nor  did  the  others  seem  inclined  to  rise  and  renew 
tibie  combat.  But  the  severe  pain  Allan  suffered 
fyowt  the  spmn  compelled  him  to  sit  down,  when 
the  heroes  approadied  and  secured  him.  Being  un- 
aUe  to  walk,  he  was  put  into  a  cart,  and  escorted  to 
Alnwick,  where  the  officer  that  superintended  the 
recruiting  parties  of  his  regiment  was  stationed.  . 

Allan's  reflecti(His  on  his  journey  were  painfully 
acute.  The  disgrace  of  being  thus  dragged  into  a 
place  where  he  had  once  been  so  respected  and 
happy,  generated  the  most  humiliating  and  agoniz- 
ing feelings.  On  entering  the  town,  a  serjfeant  of 
the  Northumberland  Militia  recognized  and  claimed 
the  deserter.  A  dispute  arose,  a  crowd  was  soon 
collected,  and  he  was  brought  to  an  inn  from  which 
lie  had  once  been  expelled  with  great  indignity. 
His  distress  was  now  complete;,  and  being  lame,  he 
^W  no  means  of  escaping  from  the  disgraceful  and 
disagreeable  predicament  in  which  he  was  placed. 

But. Allan,  who  was  never  loiig  depressed,* soon 
4^ded  on  a  scheme  for  effecting  his  liberation. 
TliK^.was  a  respectable  domestic  at  the  Castle,' who 
had  Qoae  him  many  ^ts  of  kindness.  To*  this  mm 
he  sent  a  message,  requesting  the  favour  of  an  iocw 
mediate  ball,  which  was  promptly  granted ;  when 
Jam^es,  m  a  very  sorrowful  and  moving  mamio^ 
implor^  hi*  interference  with  the  countess,  pictur- 
ing the  distraction  into  which  he  had  been  driven 
by  his  wife's  infidelity,  and  which  had  caused  his 
iKte  in^gular  practices,  and  promising,  with  the 
xofi&t  gc^mxi  vows»  to  abandcm  his  evil  practices. 
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His  oH  friend  was  affected,  but  m^ed  that  a&  the 
countess  abhorred  vice  in  all  shapes,  no  apology  on 
his  behalf  would  be  listened  to ;  but  Allan  conti- 
nued  to  importune  him  in  such  a  piteous  strain, 
that  at  last  he  yielded,  and  promised  to  represent 
the  penitent's  case  to  his  exalted  lady. 

The  benevolent  countess,  on  hearing  of  Allan's 
wretched  condition,  and  his  earnest  promises  of 
amendment,  resolved  to  relieve  him  from  his  diffi- 
culties. He  was  refnoved  to  a  more  commodious 
apartment  in  the  inn,  his  wants  were  supped,  and 
a  sum  of  money  sent  to  enable  him  to  renew  his 
wardrobe ;  while  letters  were  despatched  to  the  co- 
lonels of  the  two  regiments  into  which  he  had  en« 
listed,  soliciting  his  discharge^  which  was  readil]^ 
sent  to  his  honourable  patroness. 

On  recovering,  Allan  repaired  to  ihe  Castle,  anc^ 
through  the  intercession  of  his  friendsy^  was  adnata 
ted  into  the  presence  of  the  countess,  whomi  he 
liiunbly  thanked  on  his  knees,  promising  to  behave 
so.in  future  as  to  retrieve  his  lost  character.  After 
Ja  severe  admonition,  he  was  once  more  reins&ted 
'jamongst  the' musicians.  For  a  few  months^,  he 
conducted  himi^elf  with  great  decoram;  but  in 
time  he  began  to  relax,  recurred  to  his  old  habits^ 
began  to  gamble  and  drink,  and  to  viokte  the  good 
order  observed  in  the  Castle.  He  wns  serioiisly  ad^ 
joicsiished  by  the  house  steward;  bat  at  last  his 
conduct  grew  insupportaUe,  which  r^hlng  the 
ears  of  the  countess,  he  received  an  orda*  to^  ^it 
the  Castle  within  one  hour. 

This  mandate  was  too  peremptoty  to  be  ^s- 
*  idbeyed.    Allan  therefc^-e  took  leave  of  thb  domes** 
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tics,  and  was  slowly  departing  with  a  heavy  heart, 
-when  a  female  figure^  muffled  up  in  a  long  doak, 
glided  from  behind  an  angle  near  the  porter*s  lodge, 
and,  slipping  a  small  packet  into  his  hand,  silently 
walked  away.  AUan  was  surprised  at  the  strange* 
ness  and  suddenness  of  the  action,  and,  on  repairing 
to  a  public  house,  where  he  intended  to  lodge  all 
night,  resolved  to  retire  and  examine  the  packet* 
After  unftrfding  a  quantity  of  blue  paper,,  he  found 
fidx  guineas  in  a  small  silk  purse. 

This  was  a  most  wefcome  sight,  as  Hs  whole 
i^ock  of  cash  did  not  exceed  five  shillings.  He  tor- 
tured his  imagination  in  vain  conjectures  respecting 
who  had  been  the  generous  donor;  and,  though 
many  years  afterwards,  he  learned  that  he  was  in- 
debted to  the  liberality  of  the  female  domestics,, 
each  of  whom  had  contributed  a  part. 

Next  morning,  Allan  departed  from  Alnwick, 
resolving  to  quit  his  native  county  for  ever ;  and 
that  no  trace  of  his  route  might  be  discovered,  he 
crossed  the  country  by  fields  and  bye-lanes,  and 
niever  halted  until  he  had  reached  Coldstream, 
Here  he  slept  all. night,  and  early  in  the  niorning; 
tet  forward  ta  KeBso. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

ABaa  miftf  at  K«bo— BeUwd  bgr  s  Fflmale— Swindkt  an  puasff/ifaeti.  TmHk  •! 
Jedbmgh— Mai^  a  Gipty  Fortune-teOer  at  Moffii^Intra^iK^  W  Wm  Har- 
flball  at  Bfaybole— Batdes  amongst  the  Gipsy  Tribes — Murder  of  a  Guef— AI- 
lm\  Dangsr-^Bohi  his  liVKb— .Fltgln  to  CampbeDton-^-Contcst  of  Pipcw 
Narrow  Escape-^lWds  to  Edinboiigh. 

''« 

MN  entering  Kelso,  Allan  met  ^n  ^ggler  (a  person 
who  travels  the  country  to  buy  eggs),  who  ask^ 
hiw  if  he  was  not  the  piper  he  had  once  the  0ea- 
swe  <tf  hearing  at  Berwick.  "Probably  so,**  waa> 
the  answer. — "Then  you  go  with  me,'*  $i^4  the 
stranger,  "an4  you  shall  have  the  best  entertaiiK 
ment  the  town  affords."  AUan  accepted  the  kind 
inyitatioiv  and  was  plentifully  regaled  in  a  pujblif 
house.  The  pompany  were  delighted  witibi  hi&. 
n^u^ic,  and  the  musician  vfasi  equally  pleased,  with 
the  hearty  manner^  of  his  bearers.  He  th^refoKe^ 
rjLOt  only  played,  but  also  danced^  sung»  told  dra& 
stories,  and  acted  the  mimic  so  as  to  l^ecos^  ^ 
gireat  attraction  tp  the  house.  On  the  si^cond  eV^n^ 
Wg>  apd  while  in  the  hey-day  of  his  merriment,  he 
agreed  to  sleep  at  the  lodgings  of  ^  hand^wie  §eK 
ducing  female;  but  in  tl^  morning  he  found,  to 
his  great  mortification,  that  both  his  money  and  his 
fair  friend  had  disappeared. 

Failing  in  obtaining  any  information  respecting 
the  plunderer,  Allan  departed  for  Jedburgh,  deeply 
mottified  at  his  own  simplicity  and  folly.  Enter- 
ing an  inn  in  that  town,  he  asked  permission  of  the 
landlord  to  play  a  few  tunes  on  the  small  pipes, 
which  was  cheerfully  granted.    The  persons  pre* 
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Kfilt  ex{)r#s96c[  tteir  s^dtniration  of  his  musical  tsuk 
Ichte,  and  rewarded  him  handsomely.  He  now 
Vefttui^  t6  ordet  a  comfortable  meal.  Shortly 
sfter^  a  farmer's  son  enters,  and  was  paid  a  Bum  o^ 
ftioiiey  by  a  (iattle-^lealer,  who  treated  the  youth  li-i 
berally  with  wine.  Being  greatly  elevated,  and  the 
dealer  having  taken  his  leave,  he  asked  Allan  to 
play  him  a  time.  The  wily  musician  affected  to  be 
shy^  and  proposed  they  should  retire  into  a  small 
ij^loiir  he  had  noticed  at  the  back  pari  6f  the 
house.  Here  whisky  was  ordered  to  b6  brotfght; 
and  when  Allan  perceived  the  unsuspecting  youtli 
was  nearly  intoxicated,  he  proposed  a  game  at  cards. 
The  proposal  being  a^e6d  to,  in  less  than  an  hova 
^ife  y6uth*s  poefc^  were  emptii^  of  £8d;  after 
Whidh,  AUaA  assisted  the  landl6i*d  in  putting  him 
to  bed.  Knowing,  that  this  affair  would  not  bear 
investigation^  he  decamped  the  same  night,  and 
tiavriled  to  Hawick,  wheref,  aftei^  resting  a  short 
time,  he  resumed  his  journey,  resolving  to  go  to 
Glasgow. 

On, arriving  at  M^offat,  he  n^et  a  Cipsy  gid,  with 
briUkint,  expresfi^ve^  blaek  eyes.  Oa  conversing 
with  her,  he  understood  that  she  hlid  been  niending 
china  and  teUing  fortunes*  in  thfat  heighbouihood  * 


*  The  atts  practised  by  tlie  Oipsy  tribe  aire  universfllly  tbe  saai*. 
Mr.  Jorgenson  met  with  an  eminent  Gipsy  in  ^ermany^  vrho,  in 
exchange  for  a  louii  cPor^  cmmnunicated  ikt  him  the  secrets  of  h^ 
order. 

''On  all  occasions/'  8&y*s  she,  f^  whto  married  wonien  octant  11^ 
it  is  proper  the  men  should  not  be  present:  wei  invariably  tel 
-item  that  they  have  been  unfaithftil  to  their  httsbitnds>  and  we  itffe 
jgenerally  right :  they  will  look  on  us  wkh  a  TeryiiignificaBl  tmile. 
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for  several  weeks,  Allan  accompani^  h^  .te  hei 
lodgings^  when  his  manly  appearance,  added  to 
the  sweetness  of  his  melody,  soon  captivated  th^ 
heart  of  this  vagrant  brunette.  illPer  the  i^ 
quaintance   of  a  few  hours,   they  agreed   to  be 


evidently  intimating  their  persu&ion  tbat  we  mtist  certainly  deal 
with  the  black  art,  Most  women^  indeed^  are  more  pleased  with 
the  idea  of  having  the  power  to  charm  the  menv  than  they  are 
pr^d  of  their  chastity.  Only. once  in  my  lifejmve  I  been  QUt  of 
my  calculation :  I  shall  never  forget  it  while  I  live :  a  large  gigan* 
tic  woman  knocked  me  down^  and  trampled  on  me>  for  telling  her 
that  she  was  false  to  her  husband ;  but  she  was  so  monstrous  ugly^ 
and  so  brutal  in  her  manners,  that  her  virtue  could  never  be  endan- 
gered: her  husband  had  married  her  for  the  sake  of  a  little  mcBiey. 
*'  We  also  inform  a  married  woman  that  there  was  some  person^ 
^eifore  her  marriage^  whom  she  would  have  preferred  to  her  hus« 
band^  could  ^he  have  obtained  him ;  and  that  she  still  thinks  of 
him  at  times^  with  feelings  of  regret.  Here  we  are  commonly  cor- 
rect^ for  scfircely  one  out  of  five  hundred  poor  women  is  united  to 
the  man  she  loves ;  she  sn^tc^  si.%  the  firsib  th»t  will  h^ve'her^  for 
firar  ^f  getting  9096  at  all. 

*'  Young  girls  are  more  easily  satisfied  than  married  women :  wf ' 
l^ive  only  to  tell  them  that  a  number  of  young  men  are  in  love  ' 
with  them ;  that  they  will  soon  be  married  to  the  man  ^  their 
jfancy ;  and  we  give  them,  letters  in  abundance.    So|he  Jealoas 
maid  will  Tefjfifsst  us  t^  set  a  spell  on  a  rivd>  and  to  turn  Ijie  hard. 

'  heart  of  her  lover:  tliis  we  readily  promise  to  do;  as^  in  this  case» 
we  receive  a  handsome  fee^  ^pmetimes  ten  or  twelve  sous. 

'^ Old. maids  are  the  most  troublesome:  they  wish  to  know  whe- 
jthef  their  future  lover  be  of  a  dark  or  £ur  complexion ;  whether 
he  be  handsome^  tender  hearted^  in  Jiovp  up  to  both  ears  with  theiD> 
constant^  kind,  and  every  thing  that  is  pretty." 

%  c  The  cuttings  and  shufflings  of  cards,  this  GKpsy  avowed>  wer^ 
joi^y  t<o  ar9uaeand  deceive;  yet  such  is  jthe  natural  connexion. he- 
tw^ee^  hypocrisy  and  credulity>  that  this  impostor  was  always  lay* 
ing  th^m  out  to  see  what  h^r  lover  was  about  I'^^argensm'^  2V^ 
in  FriWfie  and  Germf  J[817*;  f      . 
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tiiiited,  and  were  immediately  pledged  iti  the  pre- 
sence of  a  gang  of  mtiggers/^  who  were  encamped 
near  the*  place.  Several  days  were  spent  in  merri- 
ment anlpngst  the  jolly  Gipsies,  on  account  of  the 
jiuptials ;,  and  as  Allan  was  well  stocked  with  cash, 
he  used  H  freely  and  liberally. 

His  new  spouse  gave  him  to  understand  that  she 
was  no  mean  personage^  being  allied  by  ties  of 
blood  to  Will  Marshall,  a  Gipsy  chief  of  great  cele- 
brity, and  to  whose  residence  she  proposed  to  con- 
duct him.  Allan  did  not  feel  much  pleased  with 
this  proposal.  He  knew  that  Jean  his  wife  was  too 
handsome  and  too  clever  to  have  escaped  the  notice 
pf  all  the  young  men  of  her  tribe;. and  knowing 
the  jealousy  and  viiidictiveness  of  the  Gipsies,  he 
was  afraid  of  the  consequences.f     His  wife,  on 

*  Hawkers  of  earthen  ware ;  a  trade  carried  on  to  a  ^*eat  extent 
Jby  the  Gipsy  tribes. 

t  From  the  following  anecdotes^  related  by  Mr.  Ho^^  author 
of  ^'The  Queen's  Wake/'  it  would  seem  that  Allan's  apprehen- 
sions were  not  altogether  unfounded : — ^'  It  was  in  the  month  of 
.May  that  a  gang  of  Gipsies  eame  up  Ettrick  ;-'^ne.  party  of  them 
lodged  at  a  farm-house  called  Scob-Cleugh^  and  the  rest  went  for- 
ward  to  Cossarhill^  another  farm  about  a  mile  farther  on.  Among 
4;he  latter  was  one  who  played  a#the  pipes  and  violin^  delighting 
sSl  that  heard  him ;  and  the  gang>  principally  on  his  account^  wens 
very  civilly  treated.  Next  day  the  two  parties  again  joined,  and  ' 
proceeded  westward  in  a  body.  There  were  about  thirty  souls  in 
4dl>  and  they  had  five  horses.  On  a  sloping  grassy  spot,  which  I 
know  very  weU,  on  the  farm  of  Brokhoprig,  they  halted  to  fcsf* 
Here  the  hapless  musician  quarrelled  with  another  of  the  tribe 
about  a  girl,  who,  I  think,  was  sister  to  the  latter.  Weapons  w^e 
instantly  drawn;  and  the  piper  losing  courage,  or  knowing  that 
,  Ju3  was  not  a  match  &r  his  antagonist,  fled—the  other  par soiai;         <^^ 
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being  made  acquainted  with  his  fears^  laughed,  ahd 
assured  him,  with  great  confidence^  that  there  ex- 
isted no  danger,  for  none  of  her  tribe  possessed 

dose  at  his  lieels.  For  a  full  mile  and  a  half  thej  continued  to 
strain  most  violently^ — ^the.  one  rtmning  lor  Iife>  aoCd  tbe  other 
thirsting  fot  blood> — ^until  they  cafne  again  to  CcKSsarhillj  the  place 
they  had  left.  The  family  were  all  gone  out,  either  to  the  sheep 
or  the  peats,  save  one  servant  girl,  who  was  baking  bread  at  the 
kitchen  table,  when  the  piper  rushed  breathless  into  the  hots^. 
She  screamed,  and  asked  what  was  the  matter.  He  answered, 
^Nae  skaith  to  yon — ^nae  skaith  to  you — ^for  God  in  heaven's  sake 
hide  me  V  With  that  he  essayed  to  hide  himself  behind  a  salt^ 
barrel  that  stood  in  a  corner — ^but  his  ruthless  pursueir  instantly 
entering,  his  panting  betrayed  him.  The  ruffian  pulled  him  out 
by  the  hair,  dragged  him  into  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  r&n  hink 
through  the  body  with  his  dirk.  The  piper  never  asked  for  mercj^ 
]b[Ut  cursed  the  other  as  long  as  he  had  breath*  The  g^'L  wip 
struck  motionless  with  horroi^  but  the  murderer  told  her  never  to 
heed  or  regard  it,  for  no  ill  should  happen  to  her.  It  was  this 
woman^s  daughter,  Isabel  Scott,  who  told  me  the  story,  whidi  she 
had  often  heard  related  with  all  the  minute  particulars.  If  she 
had  been  still  alive,  I  think  she  would  have  been  bordering  upaa, 
ninety  years  of  age  ;-*-^er  mother>  when  this  happened,  i^ras  a 
ypnng  unmarried  woman — fit,  it  seems,  to  be  kitchen-ttiaid  in  i 
farm-house,-*— so  that  this  must  have  taken  place  about  one  hun* 
dred  years  since.  By  the  time  the  breath  was  well  out  of  the  im- 
fbrtunate  musician,  some  more  of  the  gang  arrived,  bringing  with 
them  a  horse,  on  which  they  cjlrried  back  the  body,  ahd  buried  ft 
0n  the  spot  where  they  first  quall^lled).  His  grave  is  marked  by 
«ne  stone  at  the  head,  and  another  at  the  foot,  which  the  Gipsies 
•iiiemselves  placed;  and  it  is  still  looked  upon  by  the  rustics  as  a 
dangerous  place  for  a  walking  ghost  to  this  day.  There  was  no 
cognizance  taken  of  the  afiPair,  that  any  of  the  old  people  ever 
heatd  ;of— but  God  forbid  that  every  amorous  minstrel  should  be 
80  sliarply  taken  to  task  ih  these  days ! 

'*  There  is  a  similar  story,  of  later  date,  of  a  murder  committed 
at  Lowrie's  Den,  on  Soutra  EHU,  by  one  Gipsy  on  another ;  but  I 
do  not  remeitiber  the  particulars  faither  than  that  it  was  befbt^ 
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either  the  y^  6t  the  power  of  ii^uring  aHy  friend 
whom  she  was  pleased  to  protect  At  length, 
Allan  yielded,  though  rath^  reluctnntly,  to  her 
entreaties^ 

Taking  leave  of  their  friends,  the  travellers  pro- 
ceeded westward  to  Queensberry,  when,  after  rest-, 
ing  for  two  c&r  three  days,  they  repaired  to  May- 
bole  in  Ayrshire.  In  a  hovel,  near  this  place,  they 
found  WiU  Marshall  and  some  of  his  gang.  He 
iieceived  Allan's  companion  with  a  hearty  welcome, 
^i^quiring  what  success  had  attended  her  journey, 
and  what  places  she  had  visited;  to  all  of  which 
questions  she  gave  the  most  satis£M?tory  answers.. 
At  Ifspgth,  vi^?wing  AUaA  with  particular  attention^ 

i^fMWj  witiiie^sea;— that  tbey  fought  for  a  considerable  time  most 
furiously  with  their  fists^  till  at  las^^  pne  getting  the  other  dosm^ 
drew  a  knife>  and  stabbed  him  to  the 'heart — when  he  QuBed  the 
weapon  out^  the  blood  sprung  to  the  ceilings  where  it  reauoned  m 
longas  that  house  stood;  and  that  though  there  w«i»  many  of  the 
gang  present;,  none  of  them,  ever  offered  ta  separate  the  combatanta^ 
or  made  any  observation  on  the  issue^  farther  than  one  saying* 
'  Onde  faiths  ye  hae  deuh  for  him  now^  Rob !'  The  story  bears> 
that  the  assassin  fled^  but  was  pursued  by  some  trayeUers  who* 
tame  up  at  the  tame,  and  after  ahot  ehase,  was  taken,  and  after* 
waitda  lumged/' 

Xhe  txaveUers  here  mention^  were  the  late  Mr.  Walter  SootW  . 
Writer  to  the  Signet,  then  &  very  ygung  man,  and  Mr.  Fairbairn, 
long  afterwards  inn-keeper  at  Blackshiels,  who  chanced  to  pass 
about  the  time  this  murder  was  committed,  «id  being  shocked  at 
the  indtferenoe  with  which  the  by-standera  seemed  to  regard  what  "^ 
l|fld  passed,  puisiied,  and:  with  the  assistance  of  a  neighbouriiig 
blacksmith,  who  joined  in  the  chase,  succeeded  in  appreh6|ding^ 
the  murderer,  whose  name,  it  is  believed,  was  Robert  Keith.  The 
blacksmith  judged  it  prudent,  however,  to  remove  soon  after  to 
amHtor  part  of  the  country,  in  ocderip  escape  Una  threatened  van- 
igsaoiia  of 'thi9  mnrderez's.  diam. 
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Will  said,  '^  :6ut  wha's  that  wi*  ye,  Jean  T'—She  re- 
plied, "  My  husband ;  we  were  lawfully  pledged  in' 
presence  of  the  Kennedy  ttibe." — "Weel,  wee!^ 
kss,"  said  Will,  "but  what  can  the  callen  do?** — • 
^  He  can  play  fu*  weel  on  the  sma'  pipes/'  replied 
the  nymph. 

Will  rubbed  his  left  elbow  with  his  right  hand,. 
as  was  his  custom  when  pleased,  and  said,  "Gin 
that  be  leel,  ye  hae  made  a  braw  bargain ;  but  letV 
hae  a  swatch  o'  his  skill/'  Jean  *then  requested 
Allan  to  play  "  Felton  Lonen^  her  favourite  tune. 
Knowing  he  was  in  the  presence  of  r&yalty^  James^ 
exerted  his  utmost  skill;  but  before  the  tune  was' 
half  finished.  Will  rose  from  his  seat,  and  shaking 
Allan  by  the  hand,  said,  "  Ye're  weel  worth  your 
room ;  nae  music  pleases  me  but  the  pipes :  Tam 
Fairbaim  cou'd  maist  hae  made  them  speik ;  but,, 
poor  chiel !  he  lost  his  spunk  wi'  raony  mairJ* 

Allan  now  stood  high  in  favour  with'  the  heary 
chief,  whom  he  accompanied,  at  his  particular  request, 
on  some  of .  his  excursions  through  the  country,, 
and  nightly  tuned  his  pipes  for  the  enterfadnment 
of  Will  and  his  adherents*  This  singular  character* 
was  a  shrewd,  designing,  cunning  Gipsy,  bold  and 
prompt  in  comftxand,  and  decisive  in  action.  He 
rigidly  insisted''*  that  all  his  followers  should  keep^ 
faith  with  their  friends,  and  that  the  confidence  re* 
posed  in  him  should  not  be  abused';  but  those  who 
held  fai&i  in  defiance,  by  refusing  pasturage  for  his 
galtoways,  or  lodgings  for  their  riders,  were  sure  to 
suffer  severely,* 

•  A  popular  writer,  quoted  before^  after  speaking  of  tbe  crvflity,* 
bjomonr,  and  merrimenl;  6i  Gipsies^  relates  an  imecdote  iUovtratlTf^ 
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'  *  Allan  tod'  fife  wife  were  careful  never  to  be  seen 
ifcogether  in  pubHc;  The  former  gaily  mixed  with 
idl  isompanies,  atttoded  'every  marriage  and  danee 
io'whitth  he  could  obtain  access,  and  was  indefati- 
gable in  obtaining  the  name,  and  enquiring  into  the  , 
circiamstances  iand  views,  of  every  individual  he* 
aw.  The  information  he  thus  acquired  was  com- 
liiunicated  to.  his  wife  when  lie  oretired  to  sleiep; 

loF  their  conduct  when  offehiied: — '^Old  Will  of  Phftup,  a  weH- 

Jcnowii  character  at  the  head  of 'Ettrit^,  ^as  wont  to  shelter  them 

fiir  many  yeats ;— they  asked  nothing  but  house-room  and:gra8« 

ftr- their  horses-;  aad  though  they  sometimes  remained  iEor  several 

^J8,  he  could  have  left  every  chest  and  press  about  the  house 

open,  with  the  certainty  that  nothing  would  be  missing ;  for  he 

mh,  fiie  aye  Icend  fu'  weel  that  flie  tod  wad  keep  his  ain  hold 

dean/    Bat  times  altei^  sadly  with  honest  Will — which  hap^: 

pened  as'  follows,:^— The  Gipsies  (or  tinklers,  as  they  then  b^aa  t» 

bexaUed)  were  lodged  at  a  place  called  Potbum ;  and  die  farmer^ 

either  having  bad  grass  about  his  house,  or  not  choosing  to  have  i^ 

«aten  up,  had  made  the  Gipsies  turn  their  horses  over  the  water 

to  Phsnp^  ground.     One  morning  about  break  of  day.  Will  found 

tbevtoutest  man  of  the  gang«  Elliek  Kennedy^  feeding  six  horses 

oa  the  Coomb^Ioan,  the  best  pieOeof  grass  on  the  &rm,  and  which' 

he  was  carefully  haining  iar  winter  fodder.     A  desperate  combat 

ejisued-r^ut  there  was  no  man  a  match  for  Will — he/thieshed  the 

tinlLler  to  his  heart's  content,  cut  the  girthing  and  sunks  off  the' 

bofses,  and  hunted  them  out  of  the  country,.  A  warfare  o^  fivo  > 

jenrs  duration  ensued,  between  Will  and  the  Gij)si6s.     They  nearly .' 

ruined  him;  and  at.  the  end  of  that  period;'  he  was  &in,to-make . 

up  matters  with  his  old  friends,  an^  shelter  them  as  formerly. .  He, 

sidd,  'fie  could  maistly  hae  hauden  his  ain  wi'  them  an'  it  hadna 

been  for  their  tvarhckry,  lint  the  deil-be-li(jdt  heeonld  'keep'fVae 

their  Ictfnning — ^they  aince.fiEmd>oat  his  purse,  tho' .he)had.gart' 

Meg  dibblo't  into  the  kail-yaird.'    Lochmaben  is  now  one  of  their* 

great  f  esqrts — ^being  nearly  stocked  with  them.    The  redoubted 

Bachel  Bailley,  noted  for  her  high  honour,  is  viewed  as  t&e  que 

4*  the  tribe/' 

4  X 
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7*  LIFE  OF    .  . 

^d  slie  was  thus  enabkpl,  in  her  avpwtfbp^  of  ;fiif0* 
telling  events,  to  coiom^iucate  particulars  that  e^^ 
cited  very  much  3urpris^.  She  used  a  cup^  Uf 
divining,  like  the  Indians  zxiA  ai^ident  !^g}rptiani|j( 
and  her  penetration  and  dexterity  were  ^jj^h  as 
often  to  amaze  even  Allap  himself.  In  remoyi^g^ 
to  different  places^,  the  gang  mostly  trayeUpd  tog$|. 
tlier.  Their  usual  walk  was  in  Wigton^ife  a^i^r 
Kirkcudbrightshire;  but  their  favourite  resting  place 
was  near  May  bole  in  Ayrshire. 

When  at  the  latter  place,  Allan  was  qne  evenwg. 
left  alone  with  Will  Marshall  in  a  hovel,  with  a 
bottle  of  whisky  before  them  on  a  three^egged 
stool.  The  latter  mentioned  that  he  had*  fought 
iinder  King  William  at  the  battle  of  the.  Boyne,, 
and  related  his  adventures  in  Germany,  when  servs*. 
ing  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  eonckiding 
with  saying,  *^  But  saut  seas  coudna  keep  me  frona 
my  native  country  whene'er  it  cam  into  my  noddle." 
Allan,  finding  him  thu^coQimuiiicatiyet.. ^04^^93 
high  spirits,  which  was  seIdQI^^the  case^.  v^xturedt 
to  ask  him  by  what  accident  xam  Fairfeafaii,  the 
piper  whom  he  mentioned  at  their  first  interview^ 
lost  his  life.  For  &  few  seconds  Will's  daxk  t^ 
cdieeks  changed  to  a  deadly  hue,  and  he  afip^skred  to-: 
be  considerably  agitated ;  but,  sooh'beGomfl^g  com< 
posed^  said,  ^  That  was  a  waefu'  day  when  poor  Tam 
lost  his  spunl^ ;  but  as  ye  are  now  ane  o'  our  tril;^^ 
l!ll  J^  a  wee  drap  mair  whisky,,  and  tdl  ye  a'  i^^i 
doldfii'  talie.^'  He  tjhen  filled  a  brokea  cup,  whidi 
served  inistead  of  a  glass,  and  thiis  proceeded:— ^  > 
^^ "  Our  late  chief  was  but  a  simple  chap,  and  letr 
anither  ^gnr^  encroach  upon  his  walk.    A/ter.^f 


':-^ 
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Sece^se,  soth^  c*  the  auM  MkiihfOTraedBiie  of  th6 
circukistattee;  atid  I  resoly^  to  regaih  ourandent 
boundaries  i^dTT^hich  purpose  I  wient  widii  maist 
of  my  adherents  into  Kyle,  in  which  lay  part  of  the 
ffisputefl  #<iund ;  biit  we  weife  met  at  the  Netr^ 
tomi  of  Ayr  by  the  tiijjcers  of  Dunbartoh;  when  a 
sad  fray  b^gan.  WiU  Marshal^  at,  tlji^t  4ay,  was 
nae  easily  W*«sted>  and  wiid  ^isihAe^ird  them  rin, 
hat  the  loons  w«^e  joineii  by  the  Kyl&.<K[)tl]ije^«^:  aad, 
fitter  a  liard  Contest,  we  Wer^  driven'  baiekr  m^i 
ifbrced  to  re-cross  the  water^  iti  which  maist  d*'out 
shealtie^,,  a'  l^en^  were  drowii^.'  Five  ipen  an4 
tbsfee  y^owesh^tate  kft  on  -  tli@e  Held  q'  bfat^le  c^ul4 
d^d,  ^d^far  itiafr  Mij*  hurt;  and  when iimiviadbild 

Maybole,  twee  Mii^  deed  cP  theft^VduMsi*    lt^« 

'^'-  ■  :■•••    ^■'  ( ■    ■'   '  <     '-  =-  '•  •  'M/{  /      :;;.  :,•  ;  ;^,-;m  -i.  -• » 

'  ♦  iTie  'kte'^Ur'.  liiieyaen  tised  tol  meiliion  k  ded{»erate'akh*iiiish 
between  t W  6?ps/*c!ans,  ^hi/r^  lie  w^tttessed  at  iJe^oh  tipoti  tft* 

tf4'Ydllov^ikg',pWt/cdli^  OipBi|ria*«;l*,-^^t  TieirAlil»i««$ft  ' 

tldfise  of  ll(toiWno:^'<lJpott  t^^  'fi?6riiflfOfet6bei'/  1^677, 't*6ife  . 
happened  ar 'Kbifha^lino,  in  tfie  very  sp6t  V^r6  liow  tht'  'd<yve-6ot  ift 
btiflt,'  jEi  meiiibTUM^  poljm'acliy  T)etwM'^\*J6  cMtnif.of  tei|teie»^  fik'^  * 
ya*i;ei  arirf^^itiS/wKi  had  ^me  fiWi'  Httddingt(]iil»  fyir,  mi, 
t^ei^e  going  to'  Hi^T^tains  to  iiieet  w^H  t^vm  ^tlfer  blkzi^  of^^fiiliMfe 
i^es>  the  J9afi£ef  and  Bfd^n^^  idth  a;ire«6liiti«fn'^ti»'figW^M^ 
A&j  ^  out  at  Ilofnann^  aikbdgstf  themsc^Veis/'ftbdtit  dmdein^  Irhi 
fipo^I  tliey  had  got  at  Haddiugtottri,  slnd^fdught -it^afifttllyj'df 
the  Fawes  were  four  brethren  arid 'a  Brdthi^i-'is'sbn  t  ^^^ih^W^yf^, 
tbe  fati^  with  three  sdtfs*  #ft^  sVp^eralH^omen  oh  botl^'sidc^  74>ld 
Slihdle  f^w,  a  Ma'  a|^  proper' iftUolv^  with  hiswif^  th^a^^^ 
^bild^  were  kiil'd  dead  upon  the  plact/and  his  brother  Gedrge  v^ 
diiigerously. 'Wouhd(^d.  FebrnSfry,  1678;  ttld'Ho^in  Show,  th« 
Gipsy,  i^h'his  thi^e'i^ons,  weir'ehan^d  at  thi^  Griaft»^iner6ftt  lor 
tbe  a&Ve-iii^htioned  murder.  S£r  Ardiibald^PriJnrose  Was  juetiee- 
genei^  at  the  tii^eV  and  Siif  George  M^Kensie  king's  adtroeal^'^ 
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a.  6^4  1q$^  ; :  neither  tii^er  nor  cooper  had  ,any  tools; 
^  work  wi* ;  we,  had  neither  paf.  nor  pan  to,  ,bw 

the.  kail  in,  nor  jne'er  a.  blanket  ava'  to  hapiusat 

I  •  .    .  .  , 

.£}f.^nayeuicfc.  built  a  dbye^cot  apoxx.  tbe  spot;  where  this  ^ffrpif 
toqk  place,  ^hicb  be  adomed  with  the  following  insc^ption  :•«- 

:  '^A.  D:.1683.      '     "  -;  •'» 

'  Hie  ffelB  of Gtpsie  blbod  which fiereyof^^js^,  ^  i  .^ 
/  t'  '  A  shdtfer  ibrtbei  harmless  Dove  sBalibe."  [.,. 
,  i )  8dch  sMrmishes  among  the  -  Gipsios  are  still;  towmm,  ai^<}  yfest 
foni9er)yi6liiU  more  so. .  Thero/was^^  story,  povreijit  in;TAviotdaI^»*-T 
lf}iy,wf^  cannot  give  place  and  date^ — that  a  gang  of  them  came  t<^ 
fi.  solitary  farm-house^  and^  as  is  usual^  took  possession  o^'som6 
w^ste  oiit-honse.  ThW  i^mily  Went  to  chsreb^  on  Sundaji  ad^ 
expecting  no  hkrin  from^theitt  Vigilorsi  Idft  ^tcfytbnt  female^  t»  look 
jiftei'.tbfi  "house.;  i  l%e  ^aa  presently  i^rme^-byt^^ol^oifsif^^ 
^tbs,^  blowB^vftod  ajil  the  tuyii^t  of  a  Gips^  ,^^tle..  It  seems  m^ 
other  clan  had  arrived^  and  the  earlier  settlers  instantly  gave  tJiem 
battle.  The  poor  woman  shut  the  door^  and  remained  in  the  house - 
flr  great.  appreh,ei»?ion, ;  «|^iL  j^h^^  dioor^J)qi»g.  ^u^^ 
i9^  ftf^thetcon^tfunti^  rusbedjoto  jiea(»rtjpfyt;,,wd^s|i^P^ricei^^ 

mi\h rfcw*ffr  tb»t  hi»  /W^  -  ^^i'  fra4;  Weft  i?i^4^M«f:  :  Witipi 

ll»rtii4gito!(0i;.lo(»l^ng[ajt..}ier,  bo  Ijhis^^s^.tho.  Jj)J^y,.8^^ 
4fiSfpT^^  J|BS<4^ti<9IJ,  ag^in^  .the^jglowing v.ba^^^^^  mi 

Slaving. pt^uoebedth^bi^d, by. acjlual.oai^tery,  ^^^d^a.knif^  us^a 
f^  IfilJingi^hipftiVf  iy^i9)^,lay;<)9,  tbc  shelf,  an4  r^she^f^oV;* ^n.^o^ 
Ifm  tb^wnbfttri,  Ai}  ^^4t^<)vqr,.,^eftirje  the.  fepx^lj-^ifistyTijpd  ^^ 
*l«jdlf)  aBA'J^tk?gaw%  ^  ^^mV^^y  ^^Wifl*!  W^^Sf  4?*f 
fW^S-ap^  w^TOde4:atemF?tl>  %«^;  %,i*^:«^»  ^^^^^^h^ 
|0^li  was  :>b8olu4el5;vV>a)fe4'i^^4^»W.<^^fa^^  1f^}P^^^Vi^^!^Itfi 
'5^hef  rpii^iwis  of  t}ie,%|y^  t^ea^pp^t^ted'  l^n4  of  ,th«^  \yre)tc^  ^5^' 
.4§9pftWte  conduct.j^pp^jdT^e^^vajit  ^d^vitn^e^^^  ,  ^.,,  *^  .   -  .  : 
,  ,.Al?out:tb«  yoa^,1807^,9ne  Joly^  ^ijng^.a.tinl^o^  ohi^f^Ji^vij^iji' 
iflfth  /infitaat:  d^h  ^a  brot^Unkj9f;>ft?  iff)(^fiffi^n^^^&^cf^^^ 
iti^i^edanbifl^fl^^^.  -  This^v?fl|^^^^^  A^^.^^^^jf''^^ 
^m^i^ed  at  tboytiDftf  Qbi^y  i^ippji  ,^e^  str^gtif^^j^fl  ^giijity  w^t^ 
^ioh  Young,  ^ns^ntly  a^dcl^i^e^y  pufs^ecj^^j  jn^^  fr<^^i^ently  ij^ 
mow>  maintained;  a ^gbt  of  n^s^i^y  30  mjles*  ,, A«l  he  was  chasei^ 
%j  tbow  Highlanders  on  foot*  and  >by  tbo.  late  Gcuie^fd  Gordon  ^ 
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t^^fjok^;  Wkicbjrgidd  us  to^ikJe  gifcf* .  ^But  M^&>gi^t  re-i 
yenge,  and  -gi^i.  them  Jnn^.  ; ; A'  friend  o'  nune;<vlang 
sjrne,de)9d«:WhaJiia4.^0'S^¥ed  undef  MarHforoiigh^ 
beaid  oVoiiT)^,  ipi^halK^  9iid  jjcHoed'  u^TiWiVhisrbate 
jbdlij^,.  le;nkt  ua'wh^^  tdoU  tltey:<faidd  [spin^Maiid  a 
miipkle  kail  pat, '  and;  spme  blanket,. ;  W^  i  tibeta  net 
out  i^ .  ipesEq^h  o^  the  I>ui;i(ba]!ton<  tiiik^rs^  iMfiidm'wii 
V»t  ^fid  encojuntered  i^a-Md^near:  KirkfiMUoiv^iy,^ 
aiiui.fiEyc^ht  W^g  ^d  ^if  tiU  they,were;^il^ced  to 
pin,  ^ikfjti  ugf.pi»8Wai»iP'  the  field*.:  We  toot  «oih^ 
p'  thj9ir,g#pvr#y8^.)b#!p';lit*jle  wofth^/tMi^iblltidcetflv 
and  some  tinkers'  tools."    Here  WiU'ianflediii&iSAd 
lak,  ^I^jtppk4n0tl«9:dra^ftojcl»^ 
;  A)Hi^?this^#iip)4ittWj.\^W 
a  ooqiplaifit  ^«)Q|:r{r  j^^rs^entriat  >tbftt  ^i6o4diiiid  inot: 

It  is,  Bcarc^  necessary  to  add,  that  the  laws  9f/.1Ji<^^  cquntrv,y(^r& 
execUtea  od  Young  without  regaVd  tp  the  coiisicjeratibn  that  he  wfta 
irfy'^iif<d«fc^;ttiJOiiwf  .)'j:::k;iiP  'loTl-.d  wfc^v 

•Kirk  iM^if>JlfM.^itW^«iWy9rcb)lift*#i^^ 


Xmd>Minij  jteuJ^t;ti«'Cftnsefn^n«e-4>flitS'ftiilion  vi^i«liftSj%4^&cydife 
lii^.da^u^^f  .its  i|fn?Tf b<9  Jfirlj;,..^!! .|||if^in^|(Ni«|^  r^\m 
aome  |)eculiar  pnvileg€!|i,j^w.hich  ^bi)^dantly.t(estify  ite.^i^f  j^* 
portan'ce.'  Burns  has  rendered  tne  church  i^amous  by  the  tale  of" 
Tarn  o'Skanier,  composed  at  the  request  of  the  late  learned  Cap-» 
tain  Qfo«^  t|»  w^ipp^i^y  ayiiew;,  ^ngransed  fi^rJua'  Mtil^itiea  of 
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being,  able  to^traT^,  wis  left  nt  home;  wftilflt  &er 
ictttlwere  rambling  about  in  different  directions.  A 
little,  oid,  withered  man,  named  Franks  Who  biit 
seldcmi^Went  abrcMidv  was  hj»  cotiipaiykfii:  fl<s  w^ 
particularly  partial  to  A9an,  b^oalise  h^  wks  Hbfti  M 
Eaglufid;'  to  which  counti^  he  also  belonged,  ^txt 
fafld'^ :fle&  from  it  on  ac$coiani  of  ilome  niiifeondttcti 
land  had;  been  a  number  <rf  years  joined  to  tfc* 
GA^By  iAtemrtyi  they,  therefore^  wbre  on  ^  n!iost 
fkiendlyt^rms,  and  tibe  gaormlous  oM  miati  lef  fkK 
actmb  li^te^  not  very  crcfditabte^to  the'  cha*afet^r  dT 
Willtl^rshall.'-''^'   ^^     ;''''"/''    /''" 

AlUnTg.^tudofi^ty  Mng  exeited,  he  BsihiRy  ex^ 
tractediifrom  vFhmk  the  see^elts-of  (thetiibb^'^trich 
ii^erexrelsiteA  t|s  ftilows  :-^*^You  hav^,^  iio  aoubt; 
heard  that  Will  Marshall  served  in  Germany  under 
some  ,^eat  commw4er  J  biji||;,  he  left'tJii^.|ixiji(^y^^on/» 
il^hi9p[,,|^ti^  .h4i9  .ta  vi^it  ar  fair  he  ifwi  laode  a 
^pncti<le;}C9£  fteqiteHting  for  s'^nuiifber ^^of  yBAi«.-  'I 
tasA  jMti^^^eMdtttiAg  hii  kfiserice;  Will,  -on  :hi$ 
ii^iiiihy  \^  kiiiUtioUs,  an(^  'insinuati^4  )^iff^ 

was  bietter  qualified  to  Jbq  ia^uirileadp/tlMga,.^^^^ 
cessor,  and  secretly  whispered  that  he  had  allowed 
4»tlier  Mbes  t6^  ^Mafpach  dn  ow^bKPeakdmi^y.'  -"' 

•-** Mattel  i^^t^tf  thtis'fdr^k  s^aSe^hi  %h^  one 
toiornmg,  on'  jmtenng  pur  (priiers.  c^^ 
g;<^t:sur|)j;is^  apd  hmrf^l^^^wmlym^^  fcw 

dkKie»i&ifff»fi#  iThet  floor  wp»r  eov^redf^tll^bkfapi^ 
iMid^  varitou*  stabs  a?ppifitfed^tiy"h&ve  ^btt*i4''Mi(?eea 
on  Bs  body:    At' his:  ;^&  jy^'t^  (ar^g|K^ 

^  *>iAi  isAiaift^^oMw  i«  ^  b^  mudift  upon  tlieifliMf;  whK9it'fi^6dex]tF 
reposing  was  used  in  the  palace  of  Queen  Ellizabetli.       '^'^  .-^o-ya^ 
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Uood'^encriist^  knife  fmm  Im  hosom),  yea!  thia 
iib^at^cal.  knifed  which  I  had  bought  at  thefakof 
^yr  tvehr^  loppt^.  beforq,  m^  had  sold  it  to  WiU 
If^Ershall  .th^;  4^7  before  the  murder  was  committed^ 
^ut  Tirh*t.  djMTSt  I  say? — he  was  powerful,  an<^ 
amidst; h^  firiends ;  whikt  I  stood  alone,  andina 
slxai^  CQuntry.  I,,  however,  seereted  the  knife  for 
9iy  owa  pres^rvatioQ^  as  he  bought  it  of  me  when^ 
no.  one  w^  preset ;;  and  I  have,  every  reason  tct 
^uppofie  thajt  he  left  it  there  in  order  thai;  I  mi^t 
1^  thougl^t  the  murdeipr^  as  the  knife  was  kno(wnr 
to  be^  mine.  But  I  «m  determined  ta  retain  it;, 
and,  ^lefoie  I  die,  I  .shall  awaken  his  conscience  to  a 
jsm^p.  of  hjis  guiU. 

*^T>he  defiith  of  our  Uf^  was  no  sooner  made 
known,  than  Will,  who  pretended  to  be  of  his  kin^ 
dred,  took  upon  himself  the  management  of  affiurs^ 
and  beg^.by  ordering  the  body  of  t^e  deceased  to 
be  buried  the  sam^e  night,  as  privately  as  possible; 
nor  was  any  cognissance  taken  of  the  affi^i  though 
his  sudden  death,  and  the  suspicious  drcumstanoQ^: 
attencUi^  it,  were  well  known  thuough  the  countxyi 
But  yV^fSl,  having  failed  in  implicaiing  me,  report^ 
that  Qiir  chief  had  been  his  owi)^  iOiiuidarer.  Sinoi^ 
tjbat  period,  he  has  act?d  as  our  leader,  in  whtda^ 
office,  to  do  him  justice,  he  beh$ve$  with  courage; 
and  impartiality :  but  I  am  positive  that  his  guilty 
conscience  renders  his  existenc*  miserable ;  for  ev^r 
8N9/ce  the  ^ffoir.  of  the  otve  .a|i  Caipsunuir,,  he  dare^ 
Blither  tetveiki  th&diiJc,(inQrsleepL(ak>nei"T    ..    ;  ul^ 

At  ttie^lose  of  Hits  homd  na2rrald^«^^  Allan^  nu' 
qxiested  Franjc^to  unfold  the  niystieties^  of  the  c^e, 
mrho  wilUngly  complied  witt  Kis  desire,,     "Ilj^ 
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thTh  ofVmttfmvtit;'  ^^d  hfe/  *^  is  in  the  liflls  df  dallb*; 

w^i^',  ai^  Wherb  oiir  gang*  u^uSll^  resided  fend  d^poi- 

lilted  oiir  pitinder.    One  itight,  on  approaching  thisr 

secure  hold  \^ith  a  fat  sheepi  our  ears  were  assailed^ 

^ith  siieh  a  wild'^  and  tremendous  clangour  as  if  an- 

huiidred  pair  of  bagpipes  ivfere' sounded  at  (Mee/ 

E^y  oiieM(>od  amazed;  fjiit^Vill's  legs  could  not^ 

ibfpdTt  hitii,^arid  he  wais  borne  off  by  tiv^  sloiii 

ttkn.    Our  .latfe^  dhiel;  it  is«aid,  performed  wffl  on' 

ttk  bagpipes;  and'  Will,  Wo  ^doubt,  concluded  that' 

this  infernal  noise  jwroeeeded^  ifroiti  his  spirit 'calling 

aloud  for  vengeance ;♦    Hd#*ver,  since  that '  ifight/ 

iW  Gipsy  has  diared  to  etitfei*  the  haunts  cavern;; 

and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  pleasure  'Will  pre--. 

tends  to  feel  on  hearitig  you'^lay  iofn  the  small 

pipes,  is  with  the  view  of  ag^ri  riecondliSfg  Ms' ear" 

to  pipe  music.'*  -  '   -      -     -    •' 

^  Allan's  constitution  soon  conquered  his  compfaiiilf,^ 

iCnd  he  resumed  his  travels;  but  he  left  poor  Frank- 

almost  at  the  point  of  death,  by  a  complicatildh'iof' 

disorders.     Aboilt  a  week  afterwards,  feeling  h$is 

eiid  approaching,  he  sent  for  Will  Marshall ;  antf,* 

d^iring  the  woman  that  attended  him  to  reftire,  hi' 

produced  the  teiife,  charged  the  chief  with  irittrdwr," 

aaad  also  with  the  base  design  of  impeaching  him  as^ 

Ihe  perpetrator.  •  Will,  for  a  few  momehte/seeine* 

/;'   .         .::•.-  :■■        .  ;:  ■'  :  ■  -.,  r   .:  i-r/: 

M     '     *        .  *  .,.:'.         .         .     ■      .  ..^ 

'  *  Black  J^atijietv  Marshall,  grandson  of  this  chirftain,  has  I^tely^  ' 
in.  confidence,  explained  this  circumstance,  by  sayuig/  that  two'** 
Highland  pipers  look;  ^helt(^  in  tli^ '  cave,  bxA  tMk  saw  hfl 
tb^-^ur^itii^^  tbeinjo^mop '^dfchiu^  On 

hearipi^  the  gft^g.  aiypj^oft^^,  tl^vpiperi,  with^^t  presence  o^, 
inind^.  struck  up  a  pibrocib;  when  the  Gipsies  fled  in  the  greatest^ 
eonstbmatioB:  --  *    ^  —••''-     .  / 
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<^ply  impress^  with  the  agemziag  seBsaldomthi^ 
vise  from  the  consciousness  of  sa  atrocious  an  of. 
f^Qs;  bat  struggUng  against  the  dictates  of  con^r 
seknee,  he  started  from  bis  seat,  seized  the  dying 
m^inhy^  the  throat,  and,  brandishing  the  muBdecoiui 
weapon,  demanded  to  whom  he  had  ccNininui)ieate4 
4his  aecus^tic^.  Frank,  terrified  at  this  brutal  me- 
xnaqe^  faintly  s«dd,  **  To  none  but  the  piper."  WiBi 
shooii:  him  furiously,  and  hastened  out  of  the  hoveL 
Fi^^nk  instantly  saw  tiiathe  had  endan^red  the 
leper's  M^ ;  and  therefore,  having  proci^*ed  a  mesh 
#eiiger»  he  sent  for  Allan  ^o  attend  him  instandy^ 
but^  above  all  things,  to  auroid  thek  chief.  On  r&. 
midng  the, summons,  Allm^  hastened  to  Frank's 
wsidf^oe,  and  found  that  ihq  eould  articuk^  with 
^yfiB^iiity.  He  briefly  inforaaed  i^lan  of  his  in^s- 
^^'etiofi,  pointed  omt  bis  daa^ger,  a^d  piiesenting  hin|i 
:w|tbi  a  purse  containing  axteen  guineas,  the  savingf^ 
of  n^ny  ye«|,rsji  implored  hina  to  Ay  for  his  life* 
Allan  kjbss^d  him  affectionately  after  the  Gipsj^ 
iafii$m^  mA  departed. 

Allan,  having  prjeserved  most  of  the  plunder  he^ 
liad  gmned  at  Jedburgh,  was  now  amf  ly  provided 
.  wi^h  csRsh ;  yet  such  was  liis  covetous^  disposition^ 
that  h]e  walked  ten  miles  ^n  a  dark  night,  to  the 
village  where  his  wife  slept,  in  order  to  ^te^l  her 
^^f>oekets  during  Ithe  nigldt  Having  ef&^cted  his 
\  ni^m  unfeeling  object,  and  obtained  several  guioheas 
yiUmh  poor  Je«^n  had  saved*  he  took  his  departure 
Cowavds  Ayr*  Terrified  lest  he  should  meet  witJi 
B»y  df  the  MiarsfaaU  gmg,  he  almost  ran  oyer  the 
gftmndi  h(jL%  qn  reaching  the  cQast»  1^  fecund  9^ 
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vessel,  except  a  large  boat,  which  had  brought  three 
horses  from  Campbelton.  He  knew  nothing  about 
this  place,  nor  did  he  care  where  he  wafe  carried,  so 
that  he  escaped  the  dangers  with  which  he  felt 
himself  surrounded.  Having  got  on  board  by  a 
small  boat,  he  bade  a  long  farewell  to  Ayrshire. 

On  reaching  Campbelton,  he  procured  lodgings 
at  an  honest  weaver's,  who,  tliinking  he  was  very 
poor,  refused  pay  for  his  bed.  The  morning  being 
fine,  he  strolled  out  to  view  this  little  town ;  when, 
coming  up  to  the  principal  inn,  he  saw  a  party  of 
Highlanders  drawn  up  in  front,  so  as  to  form  three 
sides  of  a  square.  In  a  few  minutes,  a  noble-look^ 
ing  bagpiper  walked  out  of  the  inn,  playing  a  war- 
like tune.  After  walking  up  and  down  a  few 
minutes,  another  piper  appeared;  and  in  a  short 
time,  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  until  eight  gentlemen 
of  the  drone  were  engaged  in  competition  with  fu- 
rious harmony.  When  the  hideous  symphony  of 
pibrochs  had  ceased,  the  pipers  stood  before  some 
gentlemen,  ladies,  and  officers,  who  were  looking 
out  of  the  inn  window,  and  who  appeared  to  act  as 
judges.  Allan  motioned  to  a  soldier  to  let  himi 
pass,  intimating  by  signs,  for  he  could  not  speak 
Gaelic,  that  he  wished  to  speak  to  the  piperii.  The 
man  civilly  made  way  for  him ;  when,  approaching^ 
the  piper  on  the  right,  he  intimated  his  dei^  <ml 
trying  his  instrument.  The  Highlander  smiled  andv 
gave  him  his  pipes ;  when  he  made  a  most  graceful 
bow  to  the  spectators  in  the  inn,  and  began  with 
some  ceremony  one  of  the  sublimest  Border  gather- 
ing tunes/ from  this  he  glided  into  a  bold  march^ 
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laid  ended  with  a  meny  Nortbumbrian  reel  *  Tbe 
geademen  and  ladies  clapped  their  bands,  and  tbe 
isoldiers  shouted ;  even  the  pipa-s  shook  him  by  tbe 
bapd,  confessing  that  he  bad  done  wonders  for  a 
;Baxon. 

When  Allan  bowed  on  retiring,  a  piper  whispered 
iui3ji,  in  good  English,  to  walk  into  the  inn.  This 
advice  he  obeyed ;  and,  in  less  than  an  hour,  tbe 
friendly  pipa^  entered  the  roc^n  where  he  sat,  and 
fkT^nted  him  witih  two  guineas,  the  amount  of  a 
subscripticHi  among  tbe  gentry  for  the  poor  English 

*  Allan's  description  of  his  ctmdact^  on  this  singular  occaslcm^ 
'  t^ars  a  striking  resemblance  to  that  of  ^'  Rob  the  Ranter^"  as  re« 
lated  in  Tennant's  Anster  Fair :— < 

"  Then>  like  a  piper  dexterous  at  his  trade;. 
His  pipes  to  play  adjusted  and  applied ; 
Each  finger  resting  on  its  proper  bore ; 
.  His  arm  appeared  half-raised  to  wake  the  bag's  uproar'. 

♦*A  space  he  silent  stood,  and  cast  his  eye! 

In  medication  upwards  to  the  pole. 
As  if  he  pray'd  seme  fairy-power  in  sky 

To  guide  his  fingers  right  o'er  bore  and  hole; 
Then  pressing  down  his  arm,  he  gracefully 

Awaked  the  merry  bagpipe's  sdumbering  sduI, 
And  piped  and  blew,  and  play'd  s6  sweet  $,  tune> 
•As  might  have  well  unsphered  the  reeling  midnight  moon* 

'*  His  every  finget,  to  its  place  assign'd. 
Moved  quivering  like  the  leaf  of  aspen  tree, 

Niyw  (batting  up  the  skittish  sqiieakuig' wind. 
Now  opening  to  the  music  passage  free; 

ttis  cheeks,  with  windy  pufl«  therein  confined. 
Were  swoU'n  into  a  red  rotundity. 

As  frotai  his  lungs  into  the  bag  was  blown 

Supply  of  needful  air  to  feed  th^  growling  drofte/*'  J 
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teHsician;  This  masi  informed  Allan  that  his  tieitat 
'WBs  Angm  McAllister,  piper  to  the  detae^Hicnt  m 
*9wnj,  who  were  under  orders  to  soil  to  Cork,  and 
from  tlienee  to  If orth  Ameriea.  He  added  €hiat 
there  had  long  been  a  rivalry  amongst  the  best 
^gbland  pipers ;  and  tbat  the  M^DemSdis,  M'Keiw 
^ies,  M^Intjnpes,  M'Lieods,.  M<!raes,  Mimros,  and 
Cfimpbelis,  had  agreed  *o  «end  their  best  ^iper  t* 
try  their  ^ifi  against  him  before  be  left:  his  fiative 
land.  *^Btft  I^  have  earned  dT  the  prize,''  ^M  hev 
<hwwing  on  ^he  table  a  handsome  dirik  with  a  gold 
handle.  After  some  further  conversation,  he  offered 
^'Bsm  a  isitaactioD  tinder  himself  m  the  regiment  to^ 
wbich  he  belonged.  Ever  aiixipus  to  obtain  moiiey^ 
he  agreed  to  enlist,  but  could  not,  with  all  his  art, 
obtain  more  than  ^aame  guineas  &Qm  iSie  prudent 
Highlander. 

Before  dinner,,.  Allan  wdked  down  to  the  jsiiore' 
side,  and  was  alarmed  to  find  the  soldiers  embarklag: 
their  wives^  and  baggage.    He  eniqtiired  if  amf  m&i 
chant  ship  was  ready  to  «ail,  and  was  directed  to  » 
small  sloop  bound  to  Greenock,  but  which  Jjte  waa 
told  woidd  not  depart  mitil  the  next  fide.    He 
wished  mtlch  ^  go- 4h^  dboaiid  ifehis  sfedp^  bttt  p»- 
ceived  he  wa&  wirtciied  by  the  grffve,  sui^ftwufr 
Hi^Iand  piper^    He  therefore  returned  to^einn, 
eat  a  hearty  dinner^  and  jodned  in  dimkix^  whisky 
with  his  bcotfaetPS'of  the^dmae;  hut  be  ipms  imorti«»  ' 
fied  to  observe  thsrt  4tfs  cavftion  4n  dm^ng  did  not 
escape  the  notice  of  M^Aflister.  ^hen  it  began  to 
grow  late,  he  resolved  to  make  aa  effort  toiescape, 
and,  for  this  pui|)0$e,  clipped  out  wiltti  his  bundle; 
hut  he  had  fiot  walked  ^  witil  lie  was  fatisfiedl 
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tbat  persons  were  dogging  him.  Gradually  iii*^ 
creasiiig  fais  speed,  he  at  last  ran,  and  was  pursued 
until  he  found  himsdf  on  the  top  of  a  tocIl,  which 
in  a  mtmient  he  saw  was  covered  with  shrubs  Mkd 
tm$he8.  His  resolution  was  instantly  taken:  he 
did  down  from  the  top,  audi;  by  his  activity  and 
good  foirtune,  soon  reached  the  bottom,  which  wa$ 
crashed  by  the  sea.  Perceiving,  by  the  star-light,  a 
vessd  at  a  fihort  distance,  he  lan  along  the  «and». 
and,  when  oppo$ite  to  where  she  was  anchored, 
plunged  into  the  sea  and  swam  towards  her.  With 
much  <£ffieulty  he  clambered  upon  the  deck,  and 
was  re^ieed  to  find  she  was  the  sloop  bound  fot 
Greenod^.  •  A  boy  was  lying  adeep  up<m  the  deck  ; 
end  as  he  heard  the  v^ces  of  his  pursuers  on  shoie^ 
he  descended  inti>iAiie  ho)d,  and  ooncealed  himself 
amongst  tsome  barrels  of  dmd.fish. 

Early  in  the  morning,  he  ^eard  the  crew  come 
on  board  and  weigh  the  anchor.  In  a  short  time,, 
he  found  the  vessel  was  at  sea;  but  though  he 
trembled  excessively  with  cold,  arising  from  his  wet 
deaths,  yet  he  lay  quiet  until  they  had  sailed  some 
distance.  He  then  took  out  his  pipes,  and,  when 
the  sailori^were  at  breakfast, « began  to  play.^  Sea-^ 
men  are  often  superstitious,  and  these  sweet  sounds 
were  considered  as  the  prelude  of  their  death. 
They  therefore  sat  and  stared  in  terror  up<^  eaeh 
other,  until  a  boy  cried  out,  **  111  bet  a  mutdikin  of 
whisky  that  is  the  English  piper  who  deserted,  fi^xn 
Major  M'Kay.''  The  crew,  without  saying  a  word,, 
jumped  up,  opened  the  hatdiway,  and  there  saw 
Allan  seated  upon  a  banrel,  shivering  and  playing*. 
He  was  immediatdy  requested  to  come,  oa  ded^ 
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wher^  he  was  treated  kindly^  and  soon  read^^e^ 
comfortable  and  happy^  > 

Next  morning,  whil6  the  sloop  was  sailing  slowly 
into  Greetiock,  a  passage-boat  belonging  to  Dum-pii 
barton  was  coming  out.  Allan  begged  to  be  put 
on  board,  which  was  egreed  to,  find  he  left  the  Aiw 
gylesliirfe  seamen  with  many  expressions  of.  grati*- 
tude.  Nothing  gave  him  uneasiness  oil  the  yoyage^ 
but  the  dread  of  meeting  his  wtfe  at  Greeaoi^  or 
Glasgow ;  for  as  he  had  often  expressed  a  desire  of 
visiting  both  these  places,  he  concluded  that  she 
would  first  endeavour  to  find  him  theife.  At 
Dumbarton  he  slept  one  night,  and  next  mormng 
set  off  across  the  country  to  FaUdrk.  He  then 
proceeded  to  Linlithgow,  where,  agreeably  to  a 
scheme  he  had  formed,  he  equipped  himself  iurtf 
genteel  suit,  and  procuring  a  return  chaise^  entered 
Eduiburgh  in  high  spirits. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Allan  assumes  ihe  CbaMeter  of  a  Gentleman-^-Becomes  a  Gamester— Rnm^-Sutf- 
dea  Appearance  of  hh  Gipsy  Wife — Travels  to  DumfiieB— Anest  for  Theft-i^ 

'  Love  in  a  Prison — Escape  and  Goierosity— 'Sufferings  on  the  Roa4 — Benevolent 
Female—Curious  Feat  at  Carlisle — Arrival  at  Whitehaven— Meets  with  a  Gipsy 
Queen— Induced  to  change  his  Route. 

Allan  took  very  genteel  lodgings  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  assumed  the  character  of  an  independetit 
gentleman.    Being  now  possessed  of  a  cQAsid^£d;)I< 
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inrn  of  money,  and  considering  himself  an  adept  in 
gaming,  he  antidpated  the  sudden  accumulation  of 
a  fortune.  Gaming-tables  are^  always  open  to  any 
person  who  has  cash  to  risk,  so  that  :lie  easily  com^ 
m^iced  his  career,  and,  by  betting  with  great  cau- 
tion, found  himself,  at  the  end  oi  six  weeks, 
possessed  of  £  160,  after  paying  some  ihdispensible 
Expenses.  He  frequently  played  with  a  young 
Irish  nobleman,  who,  being  a  novice  in  gambling, 
lost  many  small  sums.  One  evening,  he  entered 
the  billiard-room  apparently  intoxicated,  and,  in  a 
seemingly  mad  bravo,  offered  to  play  a  game  for  a 
coaple  of  hundreds.  Allan  had  long  wi^^  for 
«uch  on  auspicious  moment ;  but  having  only  £l60, 
he  proposed  to  deposit  that  sum,  and,  if  he  lost^  to 
pay  the  other  £40  in  the  morning. 

The  match  occasioned  much  interest :  but  as  Ak 
Ian  was  considered  the  superior  player,  great  odds 
was  offered  on  his  side,  which  were  eagerly  taken 
by  a  set  of  sharpers,  the  accomplices  of  the  Irish^ 
man,  though  they  had  never  been  seen  in  his  com^ 
pany,  and  in  public  seemed  to  have  no  knowledge 
of  him.  The  game  was  soon  finished  to  the  asto* 
nisfament  of  many ;  for  the  youth,  who  on  former 
occasions  appeared  to  be  such  an  indifferent  player, 
won  with  the  greatest  ease.  The  pretended  noble- 
man was  no  other  than  a  notorious  Irish  gamestei^ 
and  the  first  billiard  player  in  the  kingdom.  Thus, 
in  a  few  minutes,  Allan  was,  from  comparative 
riches,  reduced  to  poverty,  all  his  savings  being 
iswept  away,  except  a  few  shillings. 

Allan  took  leave  of  the  company  with  a  cheerful 
4?ount0nanc^ ;  but  when  he  entei;ed  the  streets,  his 
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face was  distorted  with  nge,  and  be  matta«3^ 
curses  not  loud  but  deep  ngj^inst  the  sharpars,  aa^ 
against  himself.  While  thus  walking  and  persf^r- 
ing  witi^  the  agony  of  his  mind,  a  female,  standing 
near  the  Troh  Kirk,  touched  his  arm  g^tly^  and 
whispered,  '^  Jamie,  ye  are  sae  kind  and  tarue,  we 
manna  part  yet,"  AUan  knew  his  wife  Jean'a 
voice,  and,  istm-ting  as  if  from  an  evil  spirit,  he  ran 
with  ineonceivahle  speed  towax!^  his  ki^ingsc-^ 
The  door  happenings  to  be  open,  he  passed  vapidly 
up  stairs,  and  entering  his  lodgii^-Toom,;  locked  tl^ 
door. 

Finding  no  one  enquired  for  hhn,  he  ao^wied 
courage,  stepped  into  his  i^tting-oroom^  ami  ovdered 
sup|>er.  He  then  GoUeeted  and  paefc^  i^:  bit^ 
wardrobe,  among  whida,.*^  by  aceidait;"  s&h^mA^ 
was  a  silver  tankard,  the  property  of  flie  landlord; 
and  when  the  family  had  relied  to  teat»  l»e  eseapied 
by  dropping  from  a  back  window  upon  i^  roof  of 
a  atablf^  from  which  be  easfly  foutd.  his  wayrinli^ 
^Jnestroet. 

Allan's  dread  ^t  meeting  s^gain  with  his  wift;  or 
4BQme  of  her  tribe,  was  so  great,  that  he  almost  foiv 
got  the  silver  tanksM  Bmd  his  debt  for  ^:m^  lAd 
lodgings.  Thinking  that  Jean  would  never  sus^peiofc 
thathe  wot^d  run  into  the  lion^s  mouth  by  triKV^ 
Sing  westward,  he  resolved  to  proc^eed  as  quidkly  sip 
possible  to  Dumfries,  and  from  thence  to  s^l  fcr 
Ireland.  He  knew  that  Will  MardaalFs  boundaries 
did  not  include  that  town,  and  that,  except  at  £m% 
he  never  came  into  the  neighbourhood.  On  rea^ 
mg  Mofifet,  he  exchanged  one  of  his  good  ^ts  of 
<loaths  to  great  dkadvantage ;  aisd  being  eomj^t^y 
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-Sfigiiised,  with  a  bonnet  on  his  head,  he  ccnificleilfly 
'took  the  roaii  leading  to  Dumfries, 

During  his  residence  "in  Edinburgh,  he  bad  put 
idmsdf  under  an  able  master  for  instructions  on  the 
liautboy,  and  had  made  surprising  progress  on  that 
instrument,  which  afterwards  proved -of  essential 
service  to  him.  At  Dumfries  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  a  decent  looking  inn,  and,  informing  the 
•landlord  of  the  profession  he  followed,  was  in  the 
•evening  introduced  to  a  company  of  tradesmen. 
Tliiey  ga^e  him  credit  for  his  ^execution  on  the 
hautboys;  but  when  he  tuned  his  smadl  pipes,  they 
were  in  raptures  with  his  performance,  and  advised 
liim  to  remain  in  that  town,  where  he  was  sure  of 
meeting  with  encouragement.  He  seemed  pleased 
*vei<ii  the  design,  but  intended  only  to  recruit  his 
^nances;  wisMng,  f<]a*  obvious  reasons,  to  be  further 
Temoved  from  Jean  and  Edmburgh.  He,  howeveiv 
"was  encouraged  far  beyond  his  expectations;  and 
as  his  ap^ehensions  gradually  grew  weaker,  he  be- 
tsame  unwilling  to  leave  Dumfries. 

Whfle  amusing  a  party  of  gentlemen  one  after- 
ifioon,  a  traveller  on  horseback  arrived  at  the  inn^^ 
and  hearing  the  sound  of  the  pipes,  desired  the 
landlord  to  ask  permission  of  the  company  for  him 
4»  join  them,  which  was  granted  without  hesitati(Hi« 
On  entering,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  Allan,  smd,  aft&c 
listening  with  seeming  pleasure  to  a  few  tunes,  re« 
4ited;  but  in  a  few  minutes  he  returned,  accon^a- 
-Hied  by  two  constables,  and  pointing  to  the  musi- 
<aan,  who  was  playing  **  Oiore  the  Hills  and  Jar 
4JMiir  ordered  them  to  take  him  into  custody^ 
^.    ^Being  conducted  before  the  town-bailifr,  the  strain 
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g^  charged  liim  with  having  stolen  a  silver  tankar^ 
from  his  brother's  house  in  Edinburgh.  Allan,  in 
strong  terms,  denied  the  charge ;  but  on  his  lodg- 
ings being  searched,  the  artide,  which  had  been 
nnnutely  described,  was  found  amongst  his  doaths  ; 
and  he  was  then  conducted  to  prison,  surrounded  bj 
^fpeetators. 

The  gaoler  being  indisposed,  the  prisoners  were 
attended  by  a  strong,  half-witted  man-servant,  un^ 
der  the  direction  of  his  master's  daughter.  She  was 
a  slender,  delicate,  fashionably  educated  girl,  about 
ei^teen  yeaifs  of  agie,  and  who  had  been  at.  seversd 
^parties  where  Allan  had  been  engaged  to  play. 
His  manly  blooming  countenance,  and  well-formed 
]person,  had  evidently  made  a  deep  impression  on 
the  romantic  imagination  of  his  fair  keeper,  who 
provided  him  with  a  good  bed  knd  excellent  vie- 
tuals,  and  who.  often  visited  his  room  in  order  to 
cheer  his  sohtude.  AUian  soon  perceived  his  advan- 
tageous position,  and  poured  the  most  detidk>us 
flattery  into  her  ear.  He  also  very  artfully  proved 
his  innocence  of  the  crime  imputed  to  hiiii,  to  her 
entire  satis^ajction ;  and  expressed  his  warm  admira- 
tion of  her  personal  charms  and  mental  endowments 
in  ISanguage.  so  ardent,  and  in  a  manner  so  huiaoJble 
and  timid,  that  she  considered  him  as  her  devoted 
lover  dnd  slavb. 

Three  weeks  thus  passed  over,  when  .tfcds  ineonsi^ 
derate  girl  confessed  her  weakness^  and  intimated  a 
de^gn  of  setting  him  hi  liberty,  with  this  «tipuk- 
tion,  that  ^t  the  first  tsown  they  reached  he  should 
make  her  his  wife;  To  this  Alfen  readily  agreec^ 
with  repeated  v6w«  of  eterml  grittitiidte  ai^d  love* 
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His  cloaths  and  the  silver  tankavd  had  been  deli- 
vered to  the  care  of  her  father,  in  order  tp  be  pro- 
duced at  his  trial ;  these  she  promised  to  have  io 
-  readiness  at  the  time  of  their  flight,  which  wajsi  fixed 
filt  three  nights  from  the  period  of  this  conference. 
*  During  that  interval  Allan  had  litde  of  her  com- 
pany, as  she  w^s  probably  busied  in  preparations  for 
the  journey ;  she  also  gave,  as  a  reason  for  her  ab- 
sence, that  her  father  had  hinted  at  the  impropriety 
of  her  frequent  visits  to  his  cell,  ^nd  that,  as  mat- 
ters stood,  it  was  prudent  to  lull  his  sui^icions* 
The  much-desired  night  at  length  curived  that  was 
to  open  his  pris6n  door ;  and  at  eleven  o'clock  the 
cell  was  gently  unlocked,  whai  the  deludbed  girl 
stood  before  him  ready  equipped  for  tmveiiing. 
On  viewing  her,  he  was  struck  with  reihbfse  at  the 
idea  of  ruining  so  artless  aiid  innocent  a  being,  who 
had  used  him  with  such  kindness  and  confidence,  and 
generously  determined  to  prevent  it.  This  resolu- 
tion was  strengthened  by  the  conviction  of  a  girl  so 
delicately  brought  up,  bdng  altogether  incapable  of 
enduring  the  hardships  of  a  vagrant  life. 

Having  taken  up  his  bundle,  he  silently  foUdwed 
his  deflverer  without  the  prison  waQs ;  *wh€»,  pre- 
tending to  see  a  person  standing  c^posite,  he  dei^b^ 
her  to  remain  within  the  door  until  he  had  teCQii^ 
noitred:  but,  when  out  of /he*  sight,  h€f  0ed  wMi 
all  possible  speed.  Appreh«isive  of  pursuit,  lie 
soon  quitted  the  high  road ;  and,  passing  over4k3d« 
and  along  bye-lanes,  by  the  directimi  o£^  a  sttkr,  he 
endeavoured  to  keep  in  a  direct  line  eastward. 
When  day  began  to  appear,  he  found  liimself  near 
A  gentleman's  seat,  which  was  suriminded  by  « 
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thick  plantation,:  in  whidi  he  sought  shelter  durmgj^ 
the  day.    At  night  he  recommenced  his  journey;, 
but'  the  calls  of  hunger^  became  so  pressing,  that,  oit. 
passing  a  pewter's  lodge,  he  determined  to  venture 
in,  when  he  infonned  the  inmates,,  a  venerable  cou.-^. 
pie,  of  his  wantsr,  which  were  instantly  and  cheer- 
fully supplied.    Finding  them  inquisitive,  lie  briefly- 
said  that- be  was  journeying,  from  Mofiat  ta  Carlisle, 
to  viivit  a  dying  mother,  and,  being  misinformed,  he 
bad  left  thc^  right  road,  and  had  not.  been  able  to 
i:egain  it    The  old  woman  urged  him  to  remaiiL 
under  their  roof  for  the  night,  and  her  husband 
premised  to  accompany  him  a  few  miles  in  the 
morning,  )and  to  set  him  in  the  right  tract ;.  but 
All^n^ refused  their  kindness  with  thcuiks,  by  plead-^ 
ing  the  strong  desire  he  had  of  receiving-  his  mo« 
thfer^'s  Uesfiing:  before  her  decease.    As  the  old  man 
#urst  not  venture  out  in  the  dark,  he  gave  him  in-- 
structions  how  to  proceed.. 

A}lan  had  scarcely  left  the  hospitable  palr,^  when, 
the  rain  began  to  fall  in  torrents,  so  that  his  clpaths 
were  ccwnpletdy.  drenched.;  and  as  he  wandered 
lAifQUgb  fields  the  whole  night,  in.  the  morning^  he 
wai^  q^ite  exhauiEted  with  jSatigue.  Whei^  objects 
tsaoam^  disceri]iijl>lei  he^  saw  a  farmrhouse^  with  a 
lU!^,  st^-gaorth,  to  which  hejrepaired.  Here  he 
fb£n^'»t|U9lrt:ity  of  straw^  amongst,  which  he  took- 
sli?ltei^);.,'but  ]^  suflOsred  so  dreadfully  from  coMk 
oe69«ioned  by  his^wet  doaths,.  that  the  day  was  far 
adv^eed  before  he  could  find  repose  for  his  weary 
Ibnbs.  When  he  awoke, .  it  was  near  ten  p'dock  at 
night;  and  he,  w^s  so  much  benumbed,  that  it  wai»: 
yitihr  the  gre$^est  diiSculty^  crawkd  to  the  £ar^ 
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mefsdaov.  His  requei&t  for  shelter  ^as  answ^redi 
by  its  gruff  owner,  wbto^  devoid  of  £eeling»  sternly 
denied  him  admittance* 

For  the  firRt  time  in  Ms  life  iVllan  resigned  him* 
self  to  despair,  and  was  on  the  point  o(  lying  down 
on  the  wet  ground,  to  end  his  miserable  existencer 
At  this  crisis  a  young  female  approached,  and  told 
him  in  a  low  voice  not  to  give  way  to  despondency^ 
for  he  should  soon  receive  assistance.    This^  unex- 
pected promise  of  relief  in  some  degree  revived  hisf 
drooping  spirits ;  but,^  in  a  few  minutes,  he  sunk  toh 
the  ground,  and  waes  seized  with  a  dreadful  trem^^ 
bling.    In  a  short  time,,  two  fen^ale  servants  ap^ 
proached,  by  whom  he  was  -sUaitly  supported  intOj 
the  house^  when  his  wet  doaths^wejre  ti^^n  c|fF,:aiidy 
after  nourishing  him  with  brandy  and- warm  w^\&p 
they  conveyed  him  to  a  comfOTtable  bed*     .  % 

Early  next  morning,  the  same  harsh  voice  wfaic^ 
had  the  preceding  n^ht  ordered  him  from  the  dooi) 
awoke  Allan  from  his  sleeps  by  abusing  a  woman 
in  the  grossest  terms;  On  the  tramj^ing  .df .  a 
horse'a feet,  all  became  quiet;  and  in  the  course^ o£ 
a  few  minutes  the  room  door  wa$  gently  opened^ 
when  a  middle-aged  gentlewoman,,  in  a  morning 
dress,  entered.  Although  n^laincholy  was  pictured 
in  her  countenance,  the  remains  of  beauty  were  s|a31 
visible;  She  approached  the  bed-side,  and  seemed 
anxious  to  ascertain  if  Allan  was  alive,  and  in  aiv 
encouraging  voice  enquired  after  his  health.  He 
thanked  her  with  gratitude  for  his  preservation  the 
preceding  night,  and  assured  her  be  wa$*much.bet* 
ter,^  but  signified  his  intenticm  of  immediately  de* 
parting,,  lest  his  presence  jshould  involve;  her  Jfl^ 
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(rouble.  Sighing  deeply,  she  said,  **My  husband 
has  just  departed  for  Haddington,  and  will  be  ab- 
sent at  least  four  days ;  and  if  it  is  not  contrary  to 
your  interest,  you  are  welcome  to  remain  here  till 
your  health  be  re-^established.**  Allan  became  warm 
in  his  expressions  of  gratitude ;  but  his  kind  hostess 
suddenly  left  the  robm,  and,  soon  after,  a  servant 
brought  his  breakfast. 

After  rising  and  dresimig  himself  in  one  of  the 
best  suits  he  had  carried  from  Edinburgh,  he  appeared 
so  very  unlike  to  the  same  person,  that  on  entering 
the  parlour,  the  mistress  of  the  house  was  evidentfy 
surprised.  She  therefore  asked  him  by  what  acci- 
dent he  was  reduced  to  the  deplorable  condition  in 
which  he  appeared  on  the  preceding  evening.  Al- 
lan, who  was  never  at  a  loss  for  a  plausible  tale^ 
r^adUy  answered,  *•  Madam,  I  am  a  watchmaker, 
dnd  was  working  in  Edinburgh,  when  a  friend  firpm 
England  called  upon  me,  with  whom  I  had  a  few 
glasses  of  spirits,  and  not  being  accustomed  to 
drink,  I  became  Intoxicated.  On  recovering  my 
senses,  I  was  infcMmed  that  I  had  enlisted  with  a 
feeruitiiig  seijeanrt ;  but  being  insensible  w^ien  that 
happenied,  I  thought  it  no  crime  to  desert.  Fearful 
'of  pursuit,  I  struck  out  of  the  high  road,  and  could 
no*  procure  lodgings,  which  caused  me  to  travel  all 
night ;  and  I  was  yesterday  morning  so  fatigued, 
that,  though  completely  wet,  I  was  obliged  to  take 
shelter  in  your  stack-garth.'* 

This  fictitious  tale  was  evidently  credited ;  and, 
after  diiiner,  she  said,  "Prom  tJie  strange  expres- 
sions you  must  halve  heard  this  morning,  you  may 
f|^  naturally  draw  inference  to  my  disadvantaged 
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I  therefore  thkiJc  it  proper  to  say,  tliot.  I  ^as  the 
daughter  of  an  opulent  farmer  in  the  Carse  of 
Gowrie;  and  that,  when  twenty  years  of  age>  I 
accidentally  met  my  present  husband  at  Annan. 
Being  pleased  wi^h  each  other,  we  were  niarrie(|, 
with  the  con^s<^t  of  relations  on  both  sides;  anct 
during  five  yearSj  I  enjoyed  great  happiness.  At 
that  time  my  father  died,  and,  as  I  was  his  only 
ch3d»  bequeathed  to  m/ husband,  the  whole  of  his 
prqp^ty^  Having  thus  secured  my  fortune,  every  act 
Df  tenderness  and  affection  has  since  be^  i^tudiously 
avoided ;  but  his  wishes  wiU  soon  be  accomidi$hed, 
as  a  consumption  is  preying  upon  my  weakened 
constitution/'  Here  a  young  girl  burst  into  tears^ 
whom  she  endeavoured  to  sooth  into  oomposwe^ 
when  she  procieeded,  with  a  firm  voice,  "  This  is  my 
niecev  and  the  comfort  of  my  life.  But  though  I  ha^^ 
thus  fiankly  given  you  the  outlines  of  a  life  whi(^ 
I  do  not  wish  to  prolong,  I  do  most  solemnly 
charge  you,  while  in  this  house,  nev^r  to  hint  at 
the  sul]^ect ;  for  no  wife  should  suffer  her  husb^tnd^ 
Gon^^t  to  be  commented  upon  'by  strangers."  iUr 
lan>  though  sddpm  afiected  by  sentiment  or  feeting^ 
ooiuld^  on  this  pcoa^i^ri,  scarcely  condeal  his  emotioixi 
but  **  we  fwe  not  i^ocks  or  stones." 

On  the  third  morning,  wlien  preparing  to  depajpfc 
IrQBpi  these  amiable  fc^aales^  the  mistress  ^d  ^ 
h&d  one  pteuticuliH*  fiivout  to  ask.  Alkn  assum^ 
h^,  whatev^  the  requ^t  wa$»  it  sh(Md  be  QOtti«- 
plied  with /at  thte  risk  of  his  life.  She  smiUng  sai4, 
^  I  require  no  deeds  of  diivahy-- infonn  me  cHfo- 
^dly  what.iaomy  ywk  aite  possessefl  of?" 
isome  hesitatMfi^  te  mA, ';  Twxi  sfa^ngs^  which  \ 
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May  think  little ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  carry  me  to 
Carlisle,  where  I  am  sure  of  getting  work*^'  She, 
however,  assured  him  it  was  not  adequate  for  the 
journey,  and,  putting  two  guineas  into  his  hand, 
said,  "  This  is  not  a  gift ;  you  are  to  return  it  with 
legal  interest  when  next  we  meet:"  to  which  her 
Tieice  added  two  crown-pieces,  with  the  same  deli«* 
cate  stipulations.  But  he  never  saw  this  worthy 
woman  more,  for  she  died  (as  he  learned  some  time 
after)  in  the  following  year ;  nor  did  her  husband 
long  survive,  being  seized  with  a  brain  fever,  and 
died  intestate,  so  that  his  neice^  being  his  nearest 
relative,  inherited  his  whole  property. 

After  walking  a  few  tniles,  the  day  became  rainy 
^nd  windy ;   when  James,  afraid  of  spoiling  his 
good  cloaths,  determined  to  halt  at  «n  inn  in  Long- 
town.     In  the  evening,  several  tradesmen  w»e  en- 
joying themselves  over  some  whisky  toddy,  when 
his  escape  from  Dumfries  gaol  became  the  theme  of 
^conversation.      It  was  stated,  and  fuBy  credited^ 
that  he  had  wrenched  the  massy  iron  bars  from  the 
prison  window,  and  got  into  the  yard,  and  had  then 
^mtered  the  house  by  the  kitchen  window,  and  car- 
tied  oS  his  cloaths,  silver  tankard,  and  other  ardcles 
belonging  the  gaoler.    From  this  account  be  infer* 
ted  that  the  gaoler's  daughter  had  confessed  the 
whole  aStsir  to  her  father,  who  had  judiciously  ar« 
ranged  matters  so  as  to  dear  himself  and  his  family 
of  any  sus^cion  of  connivance.    Allan's  disgiHse 
was  so  complete,  that  he  heard,  and  eV6»  joitied  in 
tile  conversation,  with  the  gseatest  composure;  and 
ifcortly  after  he  drew  the  company  on  to  play  at 
|H!d6,  when  be  won  twenty^ve  ithilHixgs. 
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'  Early  next  morning,  AUan  departed  for  Gaflide, 
and,  on  his  arrival  there,  was  slpwly  sauntering*  up 
Rickergate,  when  he  saw  several  persons  hurrying 
towards  the  Market  Place.  On  asking  a  woman 
what  had  happened,  she  replied  that  four  stout 
tmlders,  who  had  stolen  a  game-cock,  were  just 
overtaken  ;  but  having  placed  their  backs  to  a  wall, 
they  were  laying  about""  them  so  unmercifully,  ,that 
none  but  madmen  dared  to  approach  them*  AL 
Ian,  who  suspected  they  might  be  some  of  his  old 
associates,  instantly  devised  a  scheme  for  their 
escape,  and,  giving  his  bundle  to  a  boy,  whom  he 
requested  to  wait  for  him  on  the  Whitehaven  road, 
ran  to  the  Market  Place.    Here  he  began  capering. 


*  The  Gipsies  are  remarkably  dext^^us  in  the  use  of  tl^e  elub, 
aad,  when  in  the  army^  are  considered  superior  9wordsmon.  The 
Hungarian  8word-exercisi»,  lately  introduced  in  our-  cavalry^  is  said 
to  foe.  founded  upon  the  Oipsy  mode  of  attack  and  defence*  Henc^^' 
when  the  Gipsies  are.  compelled  to  fierve>  they,  make; good  soldiers. 
The  tribe  of  Youiig,  upon  the  Borders^  have  -still  a  tradition 
amongst  them>  that^  at  the  siege  of  ^he  city  jof  Namur  (date  um^ 
known),  the  laird  of  Kirk-Yetholm,<of  the  ancient  family  of  Ben- 

'  aetsof  Grubet  and  Marlfield/in  attempting  to  mount  a  breach  at 
the  head  of  his  company,  wss  utruck  ^to  the  ground,  and  all  his 
ibUol^ers  killed  or  put  to  flight,  except  a  Gipsy,  the  ancestor  of  the 
¥(Q^ungs,  who  resolutely  defended  his  master  till  he  recovered  hie 
feet>  and  th^  springing  past  him  upon  the  rampart,  seized  a  flag^ 
which  he  put  into  his  leader's  hand.  The  besieged  were  struck 
with-  piwic — 'the  assailants  rushed  again  to  the  breach — ^Namur 
was'4aken^--aad  Captain  JBennet  had  the  ^ry  of  the  capture. 
On  returning  to  Scotland,  the  laird,  out  of  gratitude  to  his  faithful 
follower,  settled  him  and  his&mily  (who  had  formerly  been  waur 
dering  tinkers  and  heckle-m«k(^s)  in  Kirk-Yetholm,  and  jconferf 
redfnfion  :themvand.the  Faaft  a  feu  of  their  cottages,  as  befojr* 

:inentioiied.  ...» 
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danckig^  and  singings  twirling  his  stick  luround  his 
head  with  amazing  dexterity*  His  antic  and  ec» 
icetitric  movements  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  crowd,  who  formed  a  circle  around  the  "craay 
gentleman,"  as  they  railed  him.  Allan  continued 
his  outlandish  dance*  with  great  spirit,  until  ha 


*  The  writer  for  gome  time  thought  that  Alkn  had  inaeqtei 
these  antio  gestures  to  suit  the  purpose  of  the  memeut ;  btit>  on 
farther  enquiry^  he  finds  that  there  is  a  singular  dance  peculiar  to 
'his  race;  Dr#  Ciarke  is  of  opinion  that  the  national  dance  in 
Bnssia^  ealled  the  i}i^rina,  is  derived  from  the  Gipsies.  This  cele-^ 
brated  traveller  also  thinks  it  probable  that  our  common  hornpipe 
is  taken  from  these  vagrants. 

•  In  Blackwood's  Maganne  there  is  «ome  aoooniit  ol  Chatltft 
Stewart^  a  Gipsy  chief,  who>  in  1774>  attended  a  wedding  with 
five  or  six  females  in  his  train*  '^  He  did  not/'  says  the  writer, 
^  aUow  males  to  accompany  him  on  these  particular  «ccaiioi}b«  At 
Itome  distance  from  the  people  at  the  weddings  but  within  liearii^ 
of  the  music^  these  females  iNmed  tfaeaneivn  into  a  itUtgi  witk 
Charlie  in  its  centre.  Helie^  in  the  middle  of  the  circle,  lie  dtpelred 
Bind  d^ced  in  the  most  antic  and  ludicfons  manner,  sweating  im 
budget  uround  his  body  m  all  direcdtm^  daneiag  at  the  sifitoe  1ful3# 
trith  much  grace  and  agility.  He  sometimes  dtneed  fofnd  th* 
tmtside  pf  the  ring,  putting  the  females  to  rights  when  th^f  faap^ 
|)ened  to  gb  wrong.  The  tfttnales  courtested  and  daneedL  to  him  in 
their  turn,  as  he  fiSLoed  about  to  them  in  his  capers.  S^ery  obe  «f 
the  sweeps  with  the  stick  was  intelligible  to  these  women.  It  W«l 
t)y  the  diflerent  cuts,  sweeps^  and  twists  ef.-£he  clnfab  that  ite 
whole  of  the  tttHis  ««d  figinres  «f  fbe  dwace  were  r^iniited. .  Q»i 
twirl  ^hmisssed  ^e  females,  •another  cut  necailed  them*  ami  a  th&d 
SW««p  ord0red  thfem  s&l  to  m%  ^own  «|uat  qm  rthe^nnind.  Anotkor 
twisft  tpatn  caUed  them  up  in  aOii  inst^t  to  the  datioe*  In  tbmi^ 
iStewart  dLrtinetly  -spoice  to  'his  ^towle  dancecs  bf  mismis  of  Mg 
|(ticl^,  commanding  l^hem  to^  whiitetter  he  pleased  in  these  >opdra^ 
lions,  withont  opemng  his  ^ueuth  ^  4Mie  4ai  tbem^" 
*  'Oeordie  Brumraottd,  another  Otps|p  >4uft^^i8  desccUied  an  hnvfa^ 
*'  danced  with  his  seraglio  of  females  in  the  very  same 
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thought  that  his  fiietids^  who>  in  the  meaa  time» 
l^ad  j9ed^  welre  at  seme  distailce^  He  then  begau  to 
barangae  the  mob  In  ait  linmtelligible  jargon,  and 
aftetwards  danced  awaj,  ibUovired  by  a  crowd  of' 
boys,  while  the  old  people  expressed  their  pity  at 
Ms  harmless  ebulHtionM  of  madness^  Having  got 
dear  of  the  noisy  boys,  he  soon  overtook  the  lad 
who  carried  his  butidle,  and  whom  he  completely 
fi^htened  by  his  wild,  extravagant  gestures*  The 
poor  feliow  first  stared  in  amazement^  and  then  ran 


dtewsuHj  witlioUt  the  slightest  variation,  ei^cept  that  his  gestui'e^ 
-were  (fn  some  occasions  extremely  lasciWous.  He  threvtr.  hiias^l^ 
ipto  0im9«t  ^very  attitude  ixita  whic^  the  hQnoaii  body  cai^  te- 
formed^  whilo  Us  ^ck  was  flyii^  rotund  his  ye^son  with  great 
"vdolende.  J^  tha  movemeiUs  of  this  dance  of  Geordie'^  were  re# 
gulated  hy  the  paeaaarea  of  atl  indecent  soijg,  and  always  at  th^ 
6}ionis  of  which  the  circular  motion  of  the  eudgel  ceased^  and  one 
of  tbe  female^  j^ned  bini  with  her  voice,  when  their  gestures  be- 
Gaaae  exceedingly  obscieiie*  Geordie'?  appearance,  while  d^oifig^ 
if  described  to  me>  by  a  g^nXlexam  fyt  obserT$|tion>  exactly  like  si 
%iman  figure  c^ottt  of  Wood  or  pastebcmrd,  with  the  odd  capers 
of  which  I  h9,v^  >eea  i^hiidren  amusing  themseltes  by  drawitig 
strings  ftei  to  co^  If  a4iQg  from  the  legs  aud  arms  of  the  whim* 
aieal  igure«  The  ^j^ipsies  at  I^odi^ellie  had  also  a.  d^ce  peculifu^ 
tp  themaelTes^  W^  during  which  t)iey  enng  p,  song  in  the  Gifisy 
language,  which  they  called  a  'qruneJ'* 

Smye  im^giite  that 'the  morricerdaiices  tir^te  mtrodaced  intp 
^gfauid  ]by  the  Gip^jios;  as,  formerly,  it  was  yery  coxpmpii 
vmoiig  liiem,  wheu  ei|(^miped  on  it^xf  moors  and  fells,  to  amuaa 
^emadve^  by  performing  these  picturesque  dances,  andj  when 
iteen  at  nighl  bf  sUperatitionis  tr^yeller^*  were  supposed  to  be. 
4idri08»  One  pf  the  mirot  extrfu>rdinary  deduces  that  ever  took  place 
in  EBglwd>  w^in  I^d  Bacon's  titne,  in  Herefordshke,  when,  at 
Af  Ifoy^^aiQ^  a  merri^  of  eight  men  was  performed,  whose 
Hai^  1^^  fwoaeunted  to  30O  ye^^r^^  that  wiiioh  was  wanting  iii 
«im9  «lip^ri]^$H]9»di;Dg  v^  ip^heifi. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


iffO  i-iBE  cm 

towar(U  the  town  without  daring:  to  look  behincD^ 
him.    Allan  deemed  this  manoeuyre  necessarjr,  lest,, 
if  he  had  appeared  collected  and  sensible,  he  might 
have  been  suspected  to  be  an  accomplice, ,  and.  per- 
hs^s  pursued  and  apprehended; 

On  arriving  at  Dalston,  he  took  up  his  lodgings* 
at  a  private  house,  and  early  next  morning  re«-com*^ 
menced  his  journey*.  Near  Rose  Castle  he  stopped- 
to  admire  the  scenery,  when  heheard  a  female  voice*: 
behind  him  saying,  in  the  Gipsy  language,.  ^"^  Follow^ 
thief."*   Allan  started,  and  turning  suddenly  around. 


*'It  18  extraorfinaiy  tiat  tte  language  of  a  peiople  wHb  Bave 
Bved  for  centuries  in  Europe;  should'  bare  remained  until  lately  w 
e(ecret.     But  the  Gipsies^  kno^Hng  fhml*  tradition  the  deceptions 
their  predecessors  practised  on  coming  into  Europe^  were  fearfiiT- 
to  give  information  respecting  their  language,  and  therefore  told 
enquirers  that  it  was  gibberish,  or  a  mere  jargon*;  and  in^ former* 
times,  historical  etymology  was  but  very  imperfectly  understowfe 
'  The  learned  Grellem an  says  that  thte  Gipsy  language  is  the  same' 
as  the  Surat  dialect  of  the  Hindbstanie,  to  prove  which  he  collected 
a  vocabulary  of  both  languages.     The  profound  Dr.  Douglas  also- 
took  specimens  of  the  Gipsy  language  from  their  mouths  in'  Him-' ' 
gary",  which  bears  a  wonderful  siiiiilarity  to  Hindostanie.     Captainr^ 
ftichardson  likewise  proves  the  identity  of  these  lahguagcfs.    .THfere- 
is  further  confirmation  «f  this  fact  in  Hoyland's  work' otf  thfe  Oij*^' 
sies.     The  Nuts,  or  Indian  CHpsie&,  are  said  to  be  the- remains  oF 
an  original  race,  prior  even  to  th«  Hindoos,  whose  worship  they 
Urave  never  adbptetf.     Their  language  is^the  same  asihat  h£  the 
Jfitiropean  Gipsies.  •  A  ladjr^  wfio*  had  1)een-  in  India',  addressed 
«)me ' Scottish  Gipsies  in'  the  Hindostanie  languagei    .'they  seemed 
not  to  understand  heri  but,  from  the  affinity  of  sound  to  their  own- 
language,  were  extremely  incensed  at  what  they  conceived  tor  be  a 
ilibckery.     Perhaps,  the  lady  did  not  understntid  the  Hindostanie 
very  correctly;  far  some  Gripsy  girls  in  the  south  of  England,  on 
Being  addressed  fn  that' language,-  laughed  and  were  highly  de*- 
lighted  to  find  a  person  who  understood  their  secret  language^' 
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l^beld  a.  fine;  tall  wdman<»  mounted :  upcin  ^  strong 
gaUoway,  which,  was  ascending  the  hill  in  an  easy: 
walk.  Her  large,  glossy,  black  eyes,  and  small, 
fine-formed  hands,  shewed  tiiat  she  belonged  to  the 
true  race.  Her  raven  locks  were,  floating  about  her 
jshcmlders,  but,  when  blown  aside  by  the  wind,  dis-* 
covered  her  valuable.  gUttering. ear-rings.  She  was 
dressed  iii  a  blue  jacket;  which  fitted  her  dose  oa 
the  back;  but  was  open  in  front.  Underneath  was 
^  handsome  green^  boddice;  Her  skirt  Was  of  Uue 
ck>th  i  and.on  her:  head  she  wore  a  black  beaver  hat^ 
i«nlth- ostrich  feathers  Allan  turned,  and  walke^d 
beside  her  palfrey.;  and  after  a  jshort  .silence,  he  be-^ 
sitatingly  said,  ".I  think,  if  my  memory  does  not 
deceive  me,  that  I  have  seen  .  you  >  before." — "  Yes, 
Janiie,**  replied  she,  "during  one  night;  when  I  was 
a  giddy  Idssy .**—-"  May.  I  yenturie  to  ask  wh^  ?•* 
inquired  Allan.— *^  When  you  ventured  to  be  im- 
pudent," she  answered  *y  on  iwhich  he  immediately 
recognized  the  graceful  Gipsy  who  danced  with 
him  on  his  admission  into  the  class  of  minstrels,  and 
who  repulsed  his  amorous  gallantries  in  a  way  he 
could  never  forget,  and  then  disappeared  like  an  in* 
corporeal  heing. 


It  is  really  wonderfal^  considering  tlie  ignorance  of  this  people, 
and  their  continued  wanderings  during  more  than  four  centa<« 
xies^  that  such  a  number  of  words  should  have  been  preserved 
mncorrupted^  as  still  to  furnish  sufficient  proof  of  the  Hindosta&ie 
language  being  the  Gipsies'  mother  tongue. 

Madge^  it  is  above  stated,  saluted  Allan  with  the  epithet  ^^  thief." 
But  the  words  thief  and  robber^  which  are  synonimous  in  the  Gipsy 
language,  do  not  convey  any  idea  of  reproach.  Amongst  them^  it 
is  not  disgraoelnl  to  steals  but  extremely  so  to  be  detected. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


im  ;UM  or 

AUflO^  silent  and  aba»1;ied»  looked  aii6tilief  way;? 
but  the  stranger  soon  aroused  him  by  saying^^ 
*^  Weel,  Jamie,  will  ye  no  try  yout  luck  ance  mair 
at  Jedburgh?  Wad  ye  like  to  see  youjr  lawfu'' 
wife,  your  bonny  Jean  ?  What  may  be  the  warth 
&  that  siller  tankard  in  your  bundle  ?"^  ABsn  waft 
eonfiMinded  and  alarmed^  but  at  length  stammered 
out,  •*  Faith !  but  ye  ara  a  witty  lady ;  but  I  am^ 
straying  out  of  my  x^ood.*'  !Phe  words  were  iostceky 
uttered,  when  the  rider  raised  herself  up  in  her: 
saddle,  darted  a  furious  glance  at  AUan^  and«  as  if 
kivoluntarily,  half  drawing  a  dagg^  eoncealed  un^ 
der  her  jacket,  she  exclaimed^  '^  Dare  ye  ?^'  and  in^^ 
stantly  added,  ^^  I  am  your  qiieen^  Ma4g^  Gcri&mJ'^ 
Allan  made  a  mwt  humble  obdttnee  to  this  stem^ 
commanding  woman;  and  siich  was  the  dfead  that 
he  evitettained  of  her  power,  that  he  qvuetly  foU 
lowed  her,  and  seems  never  to  have  dretoi^^  o^ 
escaping  and  pursuing  his  route  to  Wbit^havinw 


11$  ♦'•^    * 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

iUUii  iBtroduced  to  a  Gang  of  GipsteB— Dryers  up  his  stolen  Tankard  at  Bramp* 
tim— Obtains  m  ftnaale  Gompanioui^Tniveb  to  the  appointed  Rendeirotts  of  ih« 
Bordtt  Gipam  <  An  OAenier  vxpsUed  by  Authority^A  Gipsy  F<ast— Alkii 
Banovly  escapes  Assassina«ion-<~Gip8y  Vengeance— Description  of  Qqeen  Madge 
*~Her  Ezhortation'-^Allan  resolvei  to  travel  sonthwaid— An  nnwelcome  Meet- 
int*-Ffi|^  «nd  Tbaft^Anives  at  MThitefaavtti. 

Allan  followed  Ms  imperious  mistress  in  silence. 
He  felt  assured  that  her  mandate  was  issued  for  his 
good,  and  that  danger  nlight  residt  from  disohedi^ 
cnce.  Knowing  that  persons  in  authority  amongst 
the  Gipsies  occasionally  employ  spies»  he  was  not 
surprised  at  the  itiddents  she  had  mentioned* 

On  approaching  a  wood  near  Wethefly  Abbey, 
Alhm^s  heart  leaped  for  joy  on  perceiving  a  waiang 
column  of  smoke  ascending  above  the  titees,  arid 
hearing  the  chattering  of  voices  intermingled  with 
the  jocund  laugh.    The  poet  says-^ 

*'  I  tee  *  eoltuun  of  slew  rising  smoke 
Overtop  the  lofty  wood>  thad  skirts  the  wild. 
A  vagabond  and  useless  tribe  there  eat 
Theis  jppsemble  meal.    A  kettle^ 

Blui^  Detf««ea  Uro  poles>  upon  a  stiek  inmsverse^  ' 

Receives  tiie  morsel :  HeahMfceHe  of  hog. 
Or  vermin^  or,  at  best,  of  cock  purloined 
From  his  aociistmned  perch.    Hard-ftring  rao^ 
The  J  pick  their  fuel  out  of  every  hedge. 
Which,  kindled  with  dry  leaves  and  wood,  just  saves 
The  spark  of  life.    The  sportive  wind  blows  wide 
Their  dntteriag  rag%  and  shews  a  tawney  dan, 
-      ,   3*hev«Ui«P9ftibepedi)5reethe]rGlaii»." 
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But  this  party  had  no  "  vermin"  in  thdr  kettle ; 
and  though  many  were  in  fluttering  rags,  yet  they 
were  dining  upon  half  a  sheep,  which  a^savage  dog 
had  worried  on  the  prec5eding  night,  and  were 
drinking  some  good  Cumbrian  ale.  Queen  Madge 
was  received  with' due  honour;  and  some  of  the 
party  accosted  Allan  with  peculiar  kindness.  They 
were  the  very  men  for  whom  he  had  opened  a  way 
of  escape  at  Carlisle;  and  now  they  enjoyed  a 
hearty  laugh  at  the  simplicity  of  the  townsfolk. 

Next  morning,  Allan  resumed  his  old  rustic -garb^ 
as  more  suitable  to  his  company,  who  in  the  evening 
encamped'  near  Brampton.  Here  Madge  sent  for 
him,  and  demanded  the  silver  tankard,  which  she 
ordered  to  be  melted  down,  and  then  carried  the 
silver  into  the  town,  where  she  contrived  to  dispose 
of  it  The  prioe  was,  by  her  direction,  expended  in 
Miuch  articles  of  food  and  drink  as  would  be  wanting 
at  the  approaching  festival  which  tl\e  tribe  was 
suinmohed  to  hold.  On  the  following  evening;  the 
party  encamped  at  a  place  odled  Stapleton^  west  of 
Bewcastle.  Amongst  them  was  a  lively  girl,  who 
had  reaped  a  plentiful  fastest,  during  a  few  months, 
by  telling  the  fortunes  of  the  fashionables  who  visit 
the  lake^cenery  of  Westmoreland.  She  had  a  good 
stock  of  Ggsh^  which  she  Javished  jiway  in  the  most 
thoughtless  manner;  and  being  always  well  pro- 
vided with  chicken,  ham,  and  brandy,  Allan  enter- 
tained a  strong  partiality  for  her  company.  Here 
they  agreed  to  separate  themselves  from  the  body, 
and  to  travel  together  over  the  wilds  which  border 
upon  Northumberland.  This  girl,  who  was  an 
adroit  thief,  gave  Allan  -some  l^cw  winch  con- 
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i^ihced'  him  that  he  waaa  meiig  bungler  iii  tKe  art. 
She  also  taught  him  many  cufiou»  legerdemam 
tricks,  which  he  afterwards  practised  occasionally 
with  great  advantage.  As  the  weather  was  fine, 
this  worthy  pair  and  their  ass  traveled  Wry  lei- 
surely, and  allowed  their  friends  to  get  a  idsiy's  jouiv 
ney  in  advance.^ 

On  reaching  Howden  near  Carham,  on  the  north- 
west COTrier  of  Northumberland,  they  found  their 
friends  encamped  in  a  fine  grassy  dell  between  twbf 
luUs^  in  the  midst  of  a  large  tract  of  unappropriated 
common,  called  Z)e6ate4t^  Lt^nd.  The  camp  wai» 
scattered  along  the  brink  of  a  dear  stif^m^  whUe 
ifi^  galloways  and  asses  grazed  about  at  their  Bberty* 
^bout'one  liuri4red  and  thirty  perscins  \\t0re  ass^m-f 
l^^,an4  the  place  rang  with  the  sound  of  iheir 
froUcksome .  merriment.  Allan  inuQediatdy  p^icl 
his  respects  to  bis  majesty,  old  WiU  Fae^  lurho  wai 
seated  in  royal  pomp  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  aecWA- 
panied  by  Mcidge,  who  deigned  to  smile  upon  the 
piper?  and  to  aisk  him  to  play/**  Jff^i/^  JS'o/zwefe  Wr 
the  Burder'\  .  .        . ^^ 

In  the  evening,  .the  whol^  camp  assemble^  before 
the  door  of  the  chirfjaad,.  after  sq^uat^ing  down, 
Madge  and  the  dbief  iiv&lked  out»  and  $»t  4i9ivn  on 
a  small  old  carpet.  %  Jock  Mythe  being  called  upon^ 
a  man  with  his  witfeaad  two  childfieit  ^stoodnip. 
Madge,  who  exercised  aiithc^ty  over  the  Cumber- 
land Gipsies,  interrogated  the  taTembKng  ctil^rit  in  a 
loud  voice,  and  with  great  acuteness.  No  witnesses 
were  called;  but  the  (Render  eonfessedt^^  truth 
of  9iost  of  the  accusations.  adyaucedt;{Ie  had,  it 
seems^  stolen  t^  .poultry  and  the .  hay,  of  a  farmer 
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near  dbckermouth,  who  was  a  kind  friend;  tp .  ^e^ 
Udhe;  and  had  carried  off  a  rug  belonging  to  an^ 
other  farmer,  who  had  permitted  him  t0  isleep  in^hi^t 
barn.  He  had  also,  with^  his  wife,  been  twice  de^r 
teoted  in  b^ging ;  aii4  th^  were  training  up  the: 
childrea  iii»  the  same  disgraeefol  practices.*  For 
these  offences,  Madge  sentenced  him  to  be  expelled, 

'*  Real  Gipsies  possess  such' ideas  of  mdeji^donce,  as  lead  tbeoay 
^  Ktpurnthe  abject  practice  of  soliciting  alms.  Hence^  in  the  mi^^ 
nates  of  evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons  on  mepdicityj^ 
there  is  onfy^one  example  of  a  Gipsy  girl' begging  in  the  streets  of 
li(mdoi&  Though-bating T^ular  and  labcHriou»'empIbyitieiits,  feXt 
iSwytiiever.Ml'in  obtaining  a  liyelihood  bytheir  fruit&Jt iiiTeiVr 
^Hs^  dnji  euBHiing  in-  cheating  and  thieving^  Those  wb^.y^ojatci 
ti}e  Gipsy  la  fvs  of  honour  lose  their  caste,  and  bedome.  degr^de^, 
like  the  family  above  mentioned.  To  such^  begging,  or  soScitini^ 
parochial  relief  can  be  no  disgraee.  These  Farias  of£6b  ifelire 
into  the  distant  and  mountainous  parts  of . Scotland.  ^  Hie  Gtp^ 
Beggacp/'  desKadbed  iii.th^  following  old  Seotgeh  song^.  wasen^e^dj 
»n9^tca8t  from  tile,  regular  cqnwnunity:^--.  — 

'^  '    } .,'"  in  §4o1:la»d/t}iefe  Ik'd  a  Qippy  beggar>.  '   .     '       -/' 

And  he. ^ad  neil^her  house  npr  hame;^ 
Yet  he  was  weel  liked  by  ilka  body. 
And  he  aye  gat  something  to  rax  his  wame*-*  '^ 

.♦*  A'handfu*  o*  n^eaj,  6t%  handfu*  o*  gW)at>,  ^        ^ 

'^'"'  ■'    Or  oiuidxEkii/tji- lien'Mgibree,  '      '-'•'''  '^    .'^      ->  '^''i 

tfK^'T!  i;W5»djhae  made  Mm  aajbHtlie  ijs  a  beg^ jpcl^  ^   f^  - 

.   i;   i^'^Si}«aUetg'a&r6'andsJihithimdiidjiiiig>.    !./    f.   :(    - 
^'      ■ '  i     In  iM  gttid-order  afs  Wi^Uets  could  de^;^  , ,  ^  f    . ,  . ;,  t 
.  :A|;id  a  great  kaiVgnUj  hung  down  by  bis.  side^         .   r        ^ 
And  k  meikle  nowte^s'horn  to  Tpwte  on  had  he* ^  .  ^     '  ' 

^  J . ,     .  *'  Andtaye  a*  he  gaed  to  the  villages  rouQd,  ,     ,  ^ ^ 

,      /  i*be  iassps  a' hasteh'd  th«  beggat  t6  see ;  >-*   -        ' 

^  ^   ' '    "They  \houghlrby  His  cuiilring  theii^  forttme  mi  &VLMy    -  > 
'S....1 :1  :Aiid^ w^e^ e^or  tb  speir  oni thob  desrtinjr*^  .     ,^     '   a 
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'ftie  community;  and  vowed  Tengeanee  upon  him 
should  he  ever  approach  the  boundary  of  the  couii- 
'try  occupied  by  the  miited  tribes  of  FaW,  Gordon, 
and  Young.  Another  man  now  sprung  up,  and 
pushed  the  criminal  before  him  to  the  outside  of 
the  circle,  while  all  ihe  rest  of  the  company  covered 
•their  faces  with  their  hands. 

TSTeiJtt  day  the  feast  began;  and  Allan,  T)eing  the 
'favourite  piper,  was  continually  employed.     Eating, 
'drinking,  running,  jumping,  dancing,  and  similar 
Sports,  were  carried  on  by  the  younger  t)nes  during 
'three  days ;  while  the  dlder  people  lay  upon  the 
grass,  smoking  and  drinking.     Mutton,  g^me,  fish, 
poultry,  eggs, 'butter,  &c.  hadljeen  abundantly  pro- 
vided; and  if  part  of  the  provision  was  not  very 
fresh;  yet  it  suited  the  palates  of  the  eaters.    To 
the  admirers  of  good  eating,  Gipsy  cookery  seems 
to  have  little  to  recommend  it.    -^  I  can  assuie  you, 
however,*  -says  a  modem  writer^^*^ that  the  cook  rf 
a  nobleman  of  high  distinction,  a  jperson  who  never 
eveii  Teads  a  novel  witiiout  an  eye  to  the  enlarge:, 
merit  of  the  culinary  science,  has  added  to  the  Al^ 
manach  des  Churmands,  a  certain  JPotage  a  la  Meg" 
MerriHes  de  Demdeughy  consisting  of  game  and 
poultry  of  all  kinds,  stewed  with  vegetables  into  a 
wiip,  which  rivals  in  savour  aiid  richness  the^gaUanft 
messes  of  Comacho-s  wedding;  and  whidb  the  ba^ 
ron  of  Bradwardine  would  certainly  have  reckcmed 
among  the  Epulce  lautiores^"* 

.'There  was  a  young  ferocious  Gipsy  nanaed  Win- 
ter at  thijS  raeeting,  who  epvied  Allan's  ^ood  for- 
tune, in  obtaining  the  favours  of  the  prettiest  ,girl» 
ihe  best  fortuneteller^  and  the  most  4Bkilful  tmnsm 
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later  of  small  things  in  the  tribe.  When  efnb^U 
jAemed  by  large  draughts  of  whiskey,  he  swore  that 
tiie  piper  should  pay  for  his  presumption,  and, 
rising  up,  ran  towards  him  with  a  drawn  knife  in 
his  hand.  Allan's  cousin,  a  strong  active  girl,  who 
was  also  present  at  the  meeting,  perceived  the  mad- 
man approaching,  and,  guessing  his  intentions, 
clasped  him  round  the  waist.  They  both  fdl  and 
struggled ;  but  she  still  kept  her  hold,  until  a  man 
ran  and  told  Madge  of  the  fray.  This  bold  womaQ 
w^  instantly  on  the  spot,  when  the  sound  of  her 
vpice  operated  like  magic  in  restoring  Winter  to 
Ms  sense9,  who  slunk  away  like  a  detected  criminal 
This  was  not  the  only  instance  in  which  Madge  was 
oUiged  to  interpose  her  authority  before  the  meet- 
ing terminated, 

Madge  Gordon*  was  the  grand-4aughter  of  the 
celebrated  Jean  Gordon*  Her  unde,  Sandie  Fb^ 
was,  in  1718,  murdered  at  a  dan-meeting  by  Robert 
JohiRStoun,  a  Gipsy,  under  very  aggravated  cireunv- 
stances.  The  murderer  was  instantly  apprehended^ 
acid  committed  to  Jedburgh  gaol,  out  of  wfaidi^ 
however,  he  soon  contrived  to  break,  and  got  dear 
off  out  of  the  country.  But  it  was  easier  to  escape 
ihe  gt:asp  oi  Justice  than  to  elude  Gipsy  vengeance. 
Jean  Gordcm  was  not  a  person  Ukely  to  foi^ve  such 
an^  oulnge  upon  her  house.  She  traced  the  naur^ 
flfner  iike  a  blood4ioMnd — ^fcdlowed  him  to  Holland^ 

^  ♦  IRier  Gipsy  families  generally  BMnme  the  Vftpae  of  po^XMB  ptirer-. 

fill  house,  inhabiting  the  district  in  which  they  travel ;  ii  poliogr 

whichhas  sometimes  been  extremely  usefnl  to  them.    This  esrpkins 

^  the  iray  in  which  these  fd^eign  wand^^er^  are  di8tiagtiiiBhei«  By 

*^'-    HiiiitepMaiUartoiifttiTefiunUifftr  .,  ,    ',:  :,...  i  \^ 
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^^oA  from  ^fince  to  Jreland/  wlierg  sbe  got  him 
seized  after  a  chase  of  nine  yeaps,  imd  brought  hack 
to  Jedburgh,    Here  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
on  the  18th  June,  1727 ;  but  hfe  again  escaped  froiji 
prison.    Jean  instantly  re-commenced  the  pursuit, 
]iiad  him  retaken,  and  then  obtained  the  full  revrattd 
of  iier  toils,  by  enjoying  the  gratification  of  seeing 
Mm  fainged  on  the  Gallow-Hill,  by  order  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justicialy  at  Edinburgh,  dated  in 
Jlugust, /1728.    After  this,  a  farmer  said  to  her, 
t^iWeeJ,  Jean,  ye  hae  got  Rob  Johnstoun  hanged  at 
last,  and  out  o*  the  way.?* — **  Aye,  gudemab,**  replied 
Jean,  lifting  up  her  apron  by  the  two  corners^  "  and 
^  fliat  f u*  o*  gowd  ha$  ha  doneV    A  few  yeai? 
aft^  this,  Jean  appears  to^have  been  reduced  to 
niher  distressed  circumstances;  for  in  May,  178^2, 
«he  petitioned  the  cireait  court  of  Jedburgh,  stating 
ihat  being  an  old  and  infirm  woman,  and  having 
been  long  a  prisoner  in  the  Tolbpoth  of  Edinburgh 
^  prays  to  be  allowed  to  take  **  voluntary  banislu* 
ment  upon  herself,  to  depart  from  Scotkmd  neVct 
niore  to  return  thereto.**     Her  petition  seems  t6 
liave  been  granted;  and  she  lived,  during  the  j;^^ 
mainder  of  her  life,  oh  the  English  Borders,^  where 

*  J«aa,  hu^mg  been  often  hcwpitabty  reeeiTed  at  tbe  &nii*-liduw 
4if '-Lochsid#^  nfiar  Yetii9b%  biMlcsffC^iiUfidiataiiicd  tnat  &mitaki^ 
Jiiig  iiiijr/depr#datioB8  on  tbe  ftnnelr'fl  profieEtf.  Bute  her  mm^ 
^aiae  j«  iiunbeir)  badoot,  kaeem^  tbe  aame  delieaiqr,  and  steb* 
hio^i^^gm  £nM  timr  kwd  Jrabftainsr.  JasK  Jin»w&^  muck  hmK^ 
fiid^tl^  imgmteftil  condiioty  and  bq  much  aahioMdiifil^  tiiai 
lllfi^ibaeiited'  k^tuM  ireni  )I>oi^8ide  fop  sefemi  yens.  ^  Mth^f^ia^ 
^,  «il9M^«iU9e0f^ni»pmiAia^aadBi^^^ 

HM  fttotd)  1»  Usilwl  <lt  NaiviBaitk  to  reoeivte  oona/ntoBef  t^  fif 
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«Ke  etojoyed  the  i»fotecfion  of  the  F«t\^s,  to  wtf dfe 
family  she  belonged 


TTas  l)en]glited^  and  lost  bis  way.    A  light  glimmering  tluroagK  the 
rwhi^w  of  a  waste  bam^  which  had  survived  the  ^rm-liolise  !^ 
bidkich  it  had  once  belonged^  guided  him  to  a  place  of  ishelter ;  and 
^wh«n•ll^  knocked  at  the  door^  it  was  opened  by  Jean' Gtxr&M* 
,^er  very  remarkable  figure^  for  she  was  nearly  si&  feet  h^liy  «kad 
Iter  equally  remarkable  features  and  dress^  rendered  it  impossib^ 
to  mistake  her  for  a  moment ;  and  to  meet  with  such  a  charact;er 
>in  so  sefitary  a  place^  and  probably  at  no  great  distance  horn  her 
<dan,  was  a  terrible  surprise  to  the  poor  mari^  whtNse  rent  (to  lose 
.which  would  have  been  ruin  to  him)  was  about  his  peij^on;    Jean 
*et  up  a  shout  of  joyT— '^Eh,  sirs!  the  winsome  gudeman  oMiOch- 
side!     Leet  down/ leet  down^  for  ye  maunna  speer  farther  t^e 
neetj  an'  a  friend's  hoose  sae  near.*'     The  farmer  was  forced  to 
'dismount  J  and  accept  of  her  offer  cH  supper  and  a  bed;     Hiere  wifi 
j>leiity  of  meat  in  the.  barn^  in  whatever  manner  it  was  cUMne  by« 
and  preparations  we^e  making  for  a  plentiful  supper^,  iirhich  ii^ 
farmer^  to  the  great  increase  of  his  anxiety^  ob^rved  wasr  calculated 
for  ten  or  twelve  people^  of  the  same  description^  no  doubt/ with 
^is'latidlady.    Je^n  left  him  in  nO  doubt  upon  the  subject.     She 
•brought  up  th^  story  of 'the  stolen  sow^  and  noticed  how  much  pem 
-and  vexadon  it  had  cost  her.    Like  other  phil^soiphefti  «he  r0r 
marked  that  the  .world  becomes  worse  daily ;  and  lake  ^her  par- 
rents^  t^hat  the  bairns  were  above  her  direction^  and  did  not  mind 
the  old  Gipsy  regulations^  whith  commanded  them  to  respect^  m 
%heir  depredations^  the  property  of  their  benefactors.    The  end  of 
all  this  was^  an  inquiry  what  money  the  fieirmer  had  about  him> 
«ad  an  earnest  Inquest  that  he  would  mdtee  her  his  purse-k^per> 
«li  the  bairas^  as  she  called  heriB(A»>  would  be  «obh  hom^.    ift^ 
poor  fsrtner  made  a  virtue  of  neeesfidty^  tdd  his  8tory>  and  cftuii^^ 
jdeved  !»'  gold  td  Jean's^  ci»rt;ody.    I^e  'biade  him  put  a  feW  ^flX 
Iiagft  IB  his  pocket>  <ob0^rviag  it  wwld  etcite  sasf^ioa  dionld  h^ 
iie'lbulid  triYeliing  altogether  pennylett.    This  arrangemeiit^  being 
jBiada,Jth6  fsEumer  lieiy  ^vwn  6n  a  sort  of  shake»dodni  npOH  MMi 
stravtr^  buii  as  vHSl  easily  be  believed^  slept  aot.    About  midnigbt 
Aer  gang  fetamed  wttib  varioiis  attidea  of  plunder,  and  taUced  -tf 
«UM:!e»ploilt8.ktlaDgiiagecwli^  71i^7 
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[  Madge  Jcfti^ted  iBielofty,  cdmniandingspint^Off 
^r  predecessor.  H^r  pFesence  was  imposing,  i^. 
being  akOfH^iai^ly;  six  feet  high w^  She  had  a  healtiby 
qpHjtpl^Qn;  a  ktpge  aquiline  njose^  and.  a  penetratiiig'. 
Uapk  ey^;  which  re^  your  chaiscter  at  a  glano^' 
and  which  few  dared  ta  look  upon.  Her  step  i^m: 
firm  and  mpsculide,  and  ike  oduid  isasily  o^ver  fifty 
pilesa  day»  .  Her  yoiee  was  remarkably  strong  aiid. 
de^p^^tpned;  ac^d,  if  the  wind  was  faTourahle^  i^e 
eouid  be  heard  at  a  mi^  distance.  Her  strength^ 
was  incredible,  .  and  she  lived  Tery  temperaitelyw 
She  Illumed  a.  Gipsy  .called  Young;  but  she  sooni 
withdraw  frg^.  bi«^  company,  finding  the  duties  b£^ 
wife.inpo^patible  with  her  'ambitious  and .  indepeliN 
dent  habits,    fl^ough  Uyiog.  amongst  a  lasdivioua 

:     .  •■.••;    /r.y      \:'  [  "        •;.      •  .:'m'  ^r 

iSdon  cBslsoVered  thei^  ^^t,  mi  demanded  of  J^an  wLom  sLe  had 
iihet&r^"^eh  the  winjsame  gadfeman  o'  Lochside,  peer  Ixidy/"  iW* 
fiBed  Je^a^  '^he*il  been  at  N^wcftaidi  seekin  for  siller  t6  pft^fais 
rent,  iumest  maa^  bu^  tdeilpb^-liekit  he's  been  able  to  gatherijpl 
and  sae  he's  gaun  e'en  hame  wi'  a  toom  purse  and  a  sair  lieart."««i» 
"That  may  b^  Jean/', replied  one  of  the  banditti^  ^'bbt  we  maun 
ripe  Bis  poncHes  a  bit^  and  see  if  it  be  true  or  no."    Jean  set  u^ 
her  Aroat  itt  exclamations  against  this  breach  of  hospitality^  but  to 
noc^t.     The  farmer  soon/heard  their  stifled' whispers  andiigltf 
steps  by  his  bedside^  and  understood  they  were  rummaging  his 
clothes.  ,When  they  found  the  money  which  tha  providence  of 
^escn  (^I'don  had  made  hiln  retain,  they  held  a  consultation  if  they 
tfumld  tafee  it  or  no ;'  but  the  smallness  of  the  booty^  and  the  ve« 
kemence  oif  Jean's  remonstrances^  determined  them  in  the  n^ative. 
They  caroiwed  and  went  ta  rest.     So  soon  as  day  dawn^dJ<  Jean 
roused  her  guests  produced  his  horse^  which  she  had  accommodiated 
behind  the  kalian,  and  guided  him  for  some  miles  till  he  waa^on 
the  Ii%h  roa^  to  Lochside.     She  then  restored  his  whole  property^ 
ter  cmdd  his  earnest  intreaties  preyail  on  her  to  acc^t  of  the  least 
.  lecDupcQie.  .       1       * 
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lieojile,  no  one  durst  address  her  In  the  language  of 
insult  or  indecency.  She  could  knoek  down  a  stout 
na;au  with  all  the  quickness^and  decision  of  a  {>u^U 
istb  diampion.  Though  not  a  graceful^  she  was  a 
remarkaUy  firm  and  featless  rider,  and  had  gene^ 
nllj  a  good  horse,  or  a- spirited,  strcmgponey.  •  l^e 
is  thus,  described  ui  herold  age^  by  a  person  well 
acquainted  with  the  Yetholm  tribes: — ^^She  baci 
fau^y  hair,  that  hung  around  lier  shoulders  fioitf 
beneath  a. :  Gipsy  bonnet  oi  straw — a  short  <io$k  of 
peciiUar  fashion,  and  a  long  staff  nearly  a&  tall  as 
herself.  I  remember  her  well;-rrevery  week  she 
paid  my  father  a  iisit  for  her  abmnu^  when  I  was  a 
Bttle  boy,  and  I  looked  upon  Madge  with  no  com«* 
mon  degree  irf  awe  aUfi  terror.  When  she  sp6ke 
vehemently  (for  she  had  many  complaints)  she  used 
to  strike  her  staff  upon  the  floQr^,,3.udthrQw;  herself 
into  an  attitufle  which  it  was  ipipQi^siWQ  to  regard 
with  kidifference;  She  used  to  «ay  that  she  cduM 
bring,  from  the  re*notedt  parts  of  the  island;  friends 
to  revenge  her  quarrel,  while  ^he!  sait  .motiohf^^in 
fier  cottage^  aii^l  she  frequentiy  Iwaste^  J^ 
;W9S  ^  time  when  i^e  was  <^  consideirabW  import; 
an<te,  for  there,  were  at  her  wedding  fifty  saddled 
asses;  and  unsaddled  asses  without  nuinbef." 
'  When  the  eatables  were  consiinieji^  £^1.  the^sul^ 
jects  of  Faw  and  lu$  allies  wer^sun^^ofied  \kSis^ 
the  royal  tent,  and  received  orders  for  th^  futurfe 
operations.  Madge  then  exhorted  ihem  to  ^ct  ho- 
nourably towards  their  friends,  and  to  respect.' theit 
property;  to  pay  all  their  juust  4ebts;  W.iw^QW 
large  towns  as  piuch  as  possible ;  and  to  contaoieliM 
marriages  with  the  puny,  sneaking  slaves,  anumgst 
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^fMdi  ^e^wete  ^simpdUd  to  £m  All  the  evils 
Hiat  had  ]aA^heen  €iidut)ed  by  lier  tnbe,  she  attri; 
Ibuted  to  iirtj^oper  eoimttions  of  tUa  kind^  and 
Adpeatened  to  puliish  any  one  who  in  future  de-» 
i^ifeed  her  admonSlions.  The  company  then  retired^ 
and  hagaa  to  pack  up  for  their  journey.  AUan  felt 
inortlfied  at  hekkg  dismissed  without  ceremony,  and 
at  bdng  derived  of  lihe  vulue  of  hi«  tankard  with^ 
eat  <he  slightetst  apol^y.  Qe  now  conjectured 
Hiat  Madge  liad  compiled  him  to  attend  this  meet* 
itig  fer  the  sake  of  his  music,  of  which  4riie  appeared 
twy  fond.  Howerer,  he  durst  not  grumble,  foar 
Madge  waa  not  sl<»w  in  punyiing  imy  syo^ptom  dt 
itedition. 

Having  agreed  to  aeeompany  lifts  new  mistmss 
krto  Wefitmordand,  they  travelled  southwards  to* 
wards  dilsland,  and,  crossing  by  Gienwhelt^  tra# 
versed  Knawsdale  towards  Alston,  where  they 
resolved  to  halt.  Here  his  pipe-musk  ii^as  well  re- 
Wurded;  but  as  he  spent  too  much  of  his  time  in 
drinking  and  poaching,  bis  compigiicm  kisisted  upon 
j^ooeed&ig  to  Appleby.  On  reaching  this  town^ 
th^  took  lod^gs  at  a  small  puUie  house.  Neo^ 
day,  Al^"^  female  partner  went  oit  for  a  few  days^ 
upon  an  excursion  into  the  o(mnfary ;  while  he  re^ 
niained  to  exerdse  his  profession.  Hat^g  played 
one  day  to  a  company  k^  ^imtlemeR  at  the  bead 
km,  he  was  liberally  rewarded,  and  returned  to  his 
lodgings  in  high  spirits.  On  ei^ring  the  housed  hi 
perceived  two  women  skting;  the  one  a  bony, 
hard-featured  person,  with  a  sinister  look ;  the 
other  suddenly  turned  her  head  about,  and  concealed 
her  &ce  with  her  bonnet.     But  Allan  had  se^n 

p 
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ehongfa  tor^  enable  him  to  recognize  his  wife  Jeuti^^ 
He,  however,  concealed  his  emotion,  and.  Walking 
up  to  the  landlady,  requested  the  loan  of  a  c&ridler 
for  a  minute,  and  ordered  her  to  prepare  supper  f<j» 
himself  and  a  friend.  He  then- walked  leisurely  up 
s^rs  tO'^  his  bed->room,  when-  he  packed  up  his. 
doaths  and  pipes^  fajsteiled  the  door,  blew  out  the 
candle,  and  deiscended  gently  from  the'  windcrw.. 
He  then  entered,  by  a  back  gateway,  the  yard  o£ 
the  inn  where  he  had  been  playing;  and  kaaivibg 
that  both  the  hostler  and  the  landlord  were  drunks 
ke  went  into  the  stable^  saddled  a  horse  belonging 
to  a  Lcmdon  tvayeller,  and,  after  leading  him  out 
boldly,  rode  off.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy  v 
but  he  proceeded  with  great  speed  towards  Penrith. 
BdFbrp  he  entered  this  place,  he  contrived  to  alter 
the  appearance  of  tAe  horse  so  completely,  that  even 
his  owner  could  not  have  sworn  to  him. 

Allan  knew  not  why  Jean  continued  to  follow^ 
him  with  such  pertinaci^ ;  but  he  dreaded  that  hcF 
intentions  were  not  charitable,  and  he  was  resolVed 
not  to  encounter  her,  if  possible^  Tte  idea  of  re- 
moving to  Ireland  returned  with  renewed  sb«ngth ;. 
and'  having  ejccbangied  the  horse  for  a  smsflgaUo* 
way  and  ten  guineas,  he  set'  off  across  the  eountr;^ 
with  the  utmost  speed.  Having;  sunk  the  cloatha 
he  wore  in* a  peat  hole,  he  put  on  bi&  best  suit;  and 
on  reaching  Whitehaven,  he  sold  the  galloway,  and 
took  his  passage  in  a  vessel  tvhich  was  boimd  top^ 
Dublin,  and  which  was  under  wedgh  whi^  her 
leached  the  harbour. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

^SkKD?f  Voyage  to  DubUn-^-A  new  Friend— Fbttering  Rncooragemeiit-^-^oiiH 
mences  Beau — Embarras^meDts—Arcest — Escape — Retaken— Volunteers  to  the 
'  'Sast  India  Company *s  Service— Effects  of  Music  in  a  Ship— BiCoomes  an  Ofiloer*i 
.;  ^Servapt-^-CroMei  tke  Line— Arrival  «t  St.  Helena. 

AMONGST  the  passengers  was  a  gentleman  who 
was  very  fond  of  music,  and  who  performed  well 
on  the  flute.  He  was  quite  enchanted  with  .A&te^s 
Execution,  both  on  the  pipes  and  the  hautboy,  and 
ptromis^  him,  if  he  settled  Jn  Dublin,  his  support 
itaid  patronage.^  Nor  were  these  empty  words ;  for 
tfee  gentleman,  who  moved  in  the  Tiigher  circles  of 
life,  exerted  himself  actively  and  successfully  in 
establishing  his  reputation  as  a  musician.  By  hiii 
advice,  he  took  respectable  lodgings,  charged  a  high 
price  for  giving  lessons  on  the  small  pipes,  and- re- 
fused^ ail'  nightly  eng£^emerits  unless  he  was  assured 
hi  being  handsomely  remunorated.  The  Irish  eisfi- 
iJBAiied  his  ^professional  talents  very  highly,  and  his 
Incomef  soon  averaged  tefn  pounds  a  week. 
^-'ilUIam  was  forashoft:  time  steady  and  attentive; 
P&k  a  ridiculous-  whim  v^  shortly  erttcfred  hiS 
wandering  fancy:  he  becan^^ ambitious  to  set  il]^  ' 
foi^asian  of  faishion,  ind  to  this  intent  piirchased 
doaths  of  the  best  quality,  fooilght  insignlfieant  cdid 
exp&aiffve  ornaments,  and,<  iM^ving  reached'  the  di-^ 
miKK  of  foUy,  funiislifed  a  ge^t^l  house,'  in  wMck 
lie  pbMied  an  extravagsuit  sltid  abstiidoned  mistress^ 
wko'^M^^  involved  him  in  debt^  which  he  hadiM 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


■^'A 


Mt  XIFE  C» 

means  of  paying;  for  his  income,  although  gteat, 
was  no  way  adequate  to  the  support  of  such  extra- 
vagances. 

To  the  upholsteter  tbat  furnished  his  house,  Al- 
lan had  promised  pa3nment  by  instalments,  at  twelve, 
fifteen,  and  eighteen  mcnths.  Wh^A  the  firelt  pay-^ 
inent  became  due,  he  pretended  that  he  bad  been 
disappointed  in  a  remittance  from  Engbmdf  but 
that  he  would,  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  pay  one 
)uilf  of  the  debtf  which  amounted  to  one  )raiidq|ft 
load  twenty  poupds.  This  being  agreed  upon,,  he 
thought  himself  seeure  for  that  tim^,  and  lut^aided 
m  the  interim  t^  dispose  of  the  furniture  to  the 
best  advaoitage,  and  decamp.  But  this  swincU^ 
scheme  wa£  frustrated;  for  the  s^e  day^  a  draj^ei^ 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  thirty  poumk,  t0ok  out  a 
writ  to  arrest  him.  His  situation  was  ne)¥  fpgtif^l 
should  he  be  takei^,  years  of  iB^s^ntnenl:^!^  .^4 
probable  consequence ;  and  being  entirely  Ae^^^tm 
(^  money,  be  had  no  prospect  of  escaping  butj^y 
disposing  of  property  not  his  Qwn«  He  ^hy^tiJ^^MMl 
secured  sev^rfl  articles  (^  silver  plat^  ^4  th0  BftcM 
valuable  part  of  bis  wearing  appcosel;  and  tlteft  hmf 
ried  to  a  distant  quarter  f^  the  d|y  t^  ^ffi^.^ 
the  plfttCj  ftHT  which  artide  he  fe^igid  ^  Deady  J&U^t 
gt ;tl^:Shop  of  a  e^»#€ji^^i6«E9  ^^yr^  iliho  g^y<^  lli^ 
l^sthaaoij^balf  of.it*  valuf.    ;  './-  .n 

1 .3ut n<>twitbstpndy|9g  all  hisfHrofMltion*!  ti^e^^jj^ 
)|f(^terw  :«(fas  quickly  informed  pf  tl|is  imas^etk^ 
24$1  sftcdeefe  in  a^p^he^ding  feim  ««  s^ftedlii^ 
Vl^a^  9^  V^alt  s^bfi^tted  with  »  gt)qd  ggaQe^  ^mA 
^jeftpapanfe^  tJie  ofii?ers  with  ^  ei^Qi^)  jk^.  tiH 
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^liaiatddf  irhen  ttiaking  &  suddeb  springs  hd  mr 
stantly  disappeared  through  a  narrow  pasaligd^  aiid 
took  refuge  in  ^  house  of  a  eourtexim.  Who  lodged 
lam  in  a  jdacfe  erf  slif^ty ;  and  though  dilagettt  searbb 
ini  XBsde  by  the  officers^  he  Remained  undifcoYered 
in  ikia  letttat 

Kegft  day»  his  faithful  protecti^  |>UTefaa$dd  hitkt 
an  old  suit  0£  doaths,  and  found  out  a  Vessel  which 
ifM  destined  to  taU  f or  j^stdl  about  nlidriig^ 
flbe  aUo.^ve  intelligence  that  various  officers  ai^ 
infcnsil^s  #ere  upoii  the  l6ok*<nxt^  in  cdnse^ueni^ 
<£  fcinSed  adrerti^endehts  posted  up  in  Various  parts 
4ji  the  cHy^  giifing  i  partieukr  descrifition  of  His 
perM%dress»  and  ocmipation,  and  olREaing  a  rewaid 
ef  tenpouildsforhis^^aiipeeheilsion;  tfaveateriing^  at 
4lie  samr  timd^  a  pifosecalion  dgdnst  amy  petmm 
who  harbouofecl  or  ctmeealed  him.  AUah^  boMrevifer^ 
Mt  seeur^  in  his  di^iiiis^  and  reached  Ihe  fessU 
vitiiodt  ex^iaencing  lin^  ki^ 
.  Bat  lus  trltiilsnph  was  short;  fcnf,  either  frgM  a 
Ifirv^  of  oit^nsinflnt^  ^  tU^  wai&t  ef  pirudafioe^  he  kept 
eii  k  paur  of  ^smart  fihoes^  with  large  silver  buckte& 
This  excited  ihe  iloticfer  ^nd  siii^ieiQli  of  ft  dus^kaa» 
iiOQse  officer  abo«i!d^  wUo^  after  obsel^ing  faio^at* 
tentrrely/  oaBed  aaiistaiade  and  took  him 'intid 
edstody.  Nest  day,  the  nptuMerlsr  swoite  to  Ml 
|ierson^  when)  be  was  cdrbmitted  to  priitoi;  ^hei^  be 
lemained  three:  #eeha.  At  th&s  timfey  ata  agent  Hk 
the  East  India  Coinpafty's  Servio^  sniived;.  and 
fibrirto^r!  beiiig  granted  to  seveM  yoiacng  noen  coib 
&]fid  for  petty  criihes  toi  en3»t  into  tibefar  sertsoe^ 
Attan  ciagieii^  aooe^fted  tb^  dfierV  Widi  tfans  bope^i 
vaAmg,  bsa  wiofes^    H^  was  ssdordidqi^^  Wi^  s^ 
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>efal  other  wretehed  youths,  sent  in  a  vessd  to  the 
Isfe  of  Wight. 

Here  AUan  found  escape  ahnost  imposdble.  The 
reluctant  vohnteers  were  guarded  with  uncommon 
vigilance,  and  evary  attempt  to  desert  was  punished 
with  the  cruellest  severity.  In  about  two  weeksi 
after  his  arrival,  the'company  to  which  he  bdonged 
was  suddenly  sent  on  board  an  East  Indiaiman 
whiph  was  bound  for  China,  with  orders  to  touch 
at  Madras,  where  the  troops  were  to  be  landed. 
The  ship  immediately  dropped  down  the  Channel 
with  a  gentle  breeze;  ai)d  Allan,  bedi^  obliged,  to 
r^inqukth  the  idea  of  absconding,  began  io  devise 
measures  fcr  making  his  "situation  more  coni^rtable; 
'Having  preserved  his  pipes^  he^watehed  on  the 
seeon4  day  until  the  officers  hs(d  retired  to  dinn^^ 
when' hei  adjusted  his  ifisiirunsent,  and  .struck  ujp  the 
dd  'Northmnberlandtune  6f.**Lmu  my  LovexdmA 
passing  6^,"  and  was  -imtantly  sbrrGundai  ^^l^ 
petty  oiBcei^s,  whilst  :tfae  jovial  sailqrs  began  dancing. 
3^:  meriy  sounds  itoaehed  the  ofHters  dn  the  cabin; 
who  ordered  the;  attendance  of  the'  musician,  and  be 
amused  them  thewholeof  tberafterriooii.  y  )  i^*.' 
-  James'  petite,  address  and  deainly  appearance  ga^v^e 
thebf&sers  ah  idea^  that  though  he  did/not^aMv^ait 
the  niost  respectabli^  co^npaiiy,  yet  he  lifSght  hot-  be 
so  abandoned  as  thegenieraUty  of  the  culprits;  ond^ 
die  Serjeant  who  had>accompaQGed  them  from  .Ire« 
land,  on  being  questioned^  mforfned  them<^hat  no* 
4hing  was  laid  to  Allan's  charge  but  that  he  :hdd[ 
contracted  debts,  and  disposed  cf  somie  portable 
articles  at  one  half  of  their  value,  which  his /dre* 
ditors  tet^qo/^  swindling.     This  )nfermati<^  ajpe^ 
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fated  to  bis  adTaritage,  and  the  omcers  cxmcluded 
tbat  his  offence  was  rather  the  riesult  of  thoughtless 
extravagance  than  of  premeditated  crime.        Jf^ 

Mr.  Hume,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  passionately  fond  of  pipe- 
music^  Next  day,  he  sent* for  Allan,  and,  afteF 
some  conversation,  appointed  him  his  servant  uiitil 
the  ship  reached  Madras,  tie  was  therefore  imme- 
diately separated!  from  his  degraded  companions, 
furnished  with  a  bed^  and  entered  upon  the  enjoy- 
ment of  many  comforts  which  few  on  board  could 
command.  When  he  played  in  the  cabin,  he  was 
also  well  supplied  with  wine  or  grog  ;^  whife  the 
poor  recruits  were  fexposed  to  many  miseries  and! 
.privations.  The  scurvy  soon  appeared  amongst 
them;  artd  as  the  voyage  towards  the  equator 
proved  tedious  and  stormy,  many  of  them  died. 

Allan  often  related,  with  much  humour,  the  cete- 
nionies  he  witnessed  on  crossing  the  line.*    The  ship 

:  *  Croasing  the.equatmr  is  an  occasion  of  great  mirth  and  festmtf  » 
After  all  the  an^angements  are  completed  at  the  head  of  the  ship« 
the  great  deitf  of  the  ocean  ascends  from  the  dee'p^  his  garments 
dripping  trith  the  element^  and  accompanied  by  his  queclfirrib  of 
the  waters.     Through  a  trumpet  he  hails  the  vessel;  and  demands 

*  who*  they  are  that  iotrude  upon  his  dominion.  The  officers  attend 
«n  the  quarter-detok  Uy  receive  his  majesty^  and  reply  to  his  en* 
quiries  by  giving  the  ship's  name  and  destination.  Old  Neptune 
then  advances^  surrounded  by  his  tritons>  naked  down  to  the  waist> 
laid  painted  in  a  most  whimsicd  manner^  to  receive  the  tribute  of 
the  officers^  and  to- wiUieSs  the  baptum  of  such  of  his  children  as 

.  kave  not  before  done  homage  at  his  fcmt.  This  ceremony  is:  yery 
ludicrous^  and>  as  it  is  condupted  by  the  rough  tar^s^  becomes  » 
yery  dirty  and  severe  process. 

'  The  old  sailors  are  careful  to  ^scover^  in  the  course  of  the  pa8<^ 
sage>  triiioh  of  their  messmates  have  not  undergone  the  discijJiav 
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had  several  articles  on  board  which  waxf  to  be  landed 
at  S^iHelena ;  but  that  dngular  island  was  not  disco^ 

of  th^tropicsl  baptiam ;  and  on  thu  iaj,  all  wbo  are  Bigrked  for 
the  ceremony  are  led  upon  d^k^  one  by  one,  blindfolded.  In  ihw 
state,  the  young  sailor  is  ma^e  to  seat  himself  upon  a  small  narrow 
plank,  laid  aeross  upon  a  large  tub  of  salt  water,  or  upon  the  oigt 
of  til?  tob  itself,  and,  ia  this  perijoos  situation,  th^y  ^^imn^  t^ 
him  a  long  and  ridiculous  wA ;  then  offer  him  a  glass  of  giii,  hf 
way  of  cordial,  which  the|[  compel  him  to  drink,  when  he^nds  it 
to  be  only  a  glass  of  salt  water.  They  then  smear  his  fac^  with  9 
nasty  compound  of  grease,  tar,  and  stinking  oil,  taking  care  in  tiie 
epeeation  to  force  some  of  it  into  his  month.  Tlie  next  ste{>  is  tc^ 
ibave  this  off;  and  the  razor  employed  f^r  this  purpose  is  ceHK 
9»only  a  piece  of  an  old  iron  hoop,  beat  full  of  notches.  The  filili 
being  in  part  scraped  firom  his  chin  with  this  rough  instrument^ 
the  baptismal  process  is  completed  by  the  plank,  upon  which  he  io 
sealed,  being  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  Ae  young  initiated  plunge^ 
head  and  eats  into  the  t»b  of  water,  where  be  is  made  to  He  kadci* 
ing  and  sprawling  for  a  considerable  time ;  after  which  ho  is  pert 
tkpitted  to  rise  from  his  briny  births  when  his  eyes  are  unv^iledr— h6 
washes  his  countenance,  and  issues  forth  a  privileged  son  pf  old 
ifeptune^-^free  to  range  in  the  tropical  seas.  If  he  contends,  or 
offers  any  resistance,  he  is  treated  with  three  or  four  dippings  in- 
slsad  of  one)  he,  theraforo,  iinds  it  best  not  t^  be  refraetory^  and 
am^'tiiers  his  wrath  in  the  secret  f^easave  of  witnessug  a  similar 
ymeess  imposed  upon  the  «^t  of  hia  messmates.  Eysry  OHe^  whe« 
ther  sailor  ^  landsman,  is  cadlod  upm  to  undergo  tlas  ^rjstqsyig 
eef  emony,  as  the  task  of  initiation. 

Passragers,  when  honoured  wkh  a  visit  ftom  ibtheff  ff optm^ 
aad.iiis  spouse,  to  welcome  them  to^tMr  tropisal  dwelhbg^  ttsoalif 
Mnpromise  the  disd^ine  of  dipping  and  shaving,  by  <»fferiB^  thf 
tribute  of  a  few  galhms  of  mm,  and  pstilioning  the  heauttfiil  Am* 
pidtrite  to  intercede  in  their  behalf.  This  custom  is  absoflutOj  and 
eren  the  captain  of  the  No^umborland,  when  on  her  Wfsgo  i4 
St.  Helena  with  Bonaparte,  reeeifsed  the.lnitialion  of  a  bttfllctt^rf' 
salt  water  witli  perfeet  good  bomeiir.  Bertrand,  Moathoion,  Laa 
Cases,  and  the  other  French  officers  on  board,  also  fevfoiraied  1h# 
baptismal  ▼<Mr;  and  thouf^  Napoleon  did  not  leave  his  oabfin,  ho 
ieot  Ji  handserae  ofcriog  to  oM  firther  Neptnneand  his^UIdrcaa* 

i 
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"viwed  till  after  they  had  been  neariy  six  months  at 
«ea.  .On  going  ashore.  Lieutenant  Hume,  who  was 
sitting  carelesdy  in  the  stem  of  the  boat,  fell  over- 
board, in  consequence  of  being  stricken  by  a  heavy 
sea.  It  being  dangerous  to  lay  the  boat  side-on  in 
a  heavy  surf,  his  life  appeared  to  be  in  imminent 
peril;  but  Allan,  with  great  promptness,  plunged 
in,  and  being,  as  before  stated,  an  excellent  swim- 
mer,^ soon  reached  his  almost  exhausted  master, 
whom  he  supported  until  another  boat,  which  was 
following,  came  up.  From  that  moment  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  Lieutenant  Hume  treated  Allan 
more  like  a  friend  than  a  dependant. 

Allan  was  much  ashore  on  this  island,  and  accom- 
panied his  master  on  some  excursions  into  the  inte- 
rior, when  his  astonishment  was  always  excited  by 
the  scenery  of  this  precipitous  and  romantic  rock, 
now  celebrated  as  the  prison  and  the  grave  of  the 
imce  mighty  arbiter  of  Europe.''^     He  represented 


*  St.  Helena  is  one  vast  perpendicular  rock,  tbe  highest  point  of 
wliidi  rises  neariy  2700  feet  above  tbe  level  of  the  sea.  .  It  is  about 
•38  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  distant  1200  miles  from  the  coast 
of  Africa,  1800  from  South  America,  and  7400  from  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  the  nearest  point  in  Europe.  Chapd  Valley  Ba^Jr^  which 
Is  strongly  defended,  is  the  only  beach,  and  on  which  a  heavy  surge, 
-perpetually  rages.  The  three  principal  landing-places  to  the  lee- 
ward are  well  fortified  hjjleur  d*eau  batteries,  provided  with  fur'* 
naces  for  heating  shot;  while  the  lofty  difis  above  are  covered 
'  with  mortars  and  howitzers.  An  enemy,  even  if  land^^  durst  not 
advance  into  the  ravines,  where  a  single  stone,  hurled  from  the 
top  of  a  ridge^  would  detach  such  nutnerous  fragments  of  the 
brittle  rock  as  would  destroy  a  whole  battalion.  The  telegraphs 
and  signals  placed  on  the  heights  can  either,  during  the  day  or  the 
night,  alarm  the  whole  island  in  a  few  minutes.  la  shorty  eiigi« 
6  -        *  Q 


/  i^ 
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tibe  planta's  to  be  an  ignorant,  dissolute,  and  avanir 
eious  set,  who  imposed  upon  the  poor  sailors,  aofl 
tyrannized  aver  their  ntiseiable  slaye^^ 


CHAI^TER  X. 

fimagp  to  M«dra»— AUtn  pemiitted  to  proceed  to  Cbiaa— 'Th^' Jafi^n  CosTt^^— - 
Anchors  IB  Batavia  Bay— Description  of  the  Dotch — Their  Cruelty  to  their  SIaTe»> 
—- AUaa  k  confinecl  by  a  Merchant— A  Midnight  Viflt— *Ewape  •^Sails  fi>r  Can* 

» '  ISO— Ancfaore  near  the  Kng^h  Factory— Chinase  MiiiiG^-Sio^s^  Ctlttfmfr*— 
Intrigue— Dfath  of  Lieutenant  Hume. 

After  remaining  about  three  weeks  at  St.  He^ 
lena,  the  ship  sailed  early  in  January,  which  time 
^lan  remembered  from  the  shaped  company  bayipgr 

Beers  consider  ^s  spot  as  compietely  impregnable.  Betweeir 
*'tiiree  and  fotir  mSes  from  J^ames  Town^  on  the  top  of  A- UIl,  neirly 
isorrounded  by  impassible  ravines  and  unscalable  mimiitwitt^  h& 
4mall  plain, '  abonl  l^ee  miles  in  cbvnoi&reiMae.  AboBl  i^t  mSft- 
die  of  this  plain  staiMla  Longwood^  tisfe  residnioe  ofjite  iaie  2fej)^ 
'leon.  An  able  writer  says. that  has  house  was  oidgiiisUy  an  M 
eiftremely  iU  built  bavn,  whidi  was  altered  1^  Sir  '.Qeq#^  GwM^  . 
bum's  carpenters ;  and  that  there  ave  neither  water  nor  treetr  eir-^ 
cept  one  miserabTe  species  near  the  house,  aiid  $hat  a  oonstaAtl^ 
raging  windprevails  there  that  parehes  up  ilie  ground/ and  bHgbfei 
relation  in  such  a  manner,  that  a  kitchen  garckn  nerer  eouli  be- 
'establi^edon  it.  Indeed^  those  best  aefsainted  with  the, ialaiid 
admit,  that  at  Longwood  a  fire  is  found  cote'fiurtabjfe  for  six  montiba 
in  the  year;  for  fbw  days  are  without  rain,  and  it.  is  frequestisr 
enveloped  in  fog.  This  humidity,  gives  rise  to  dyseiiteries,  wUdb^ 
'fiom  the  badness  of  the  previsions,  make  £reqpent  ranges. 
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lieeii  searved  ^i3i  a  doiibk  allowance  of  grbg  xm 
]^Jew-year's  Day.  The  sailors  now  4^ept  a  ^haip 
look-^oiit,  ta^see  if  the  ship  was  followed  by  sharks^ 
i)ut  as  none  were  disoovered,  they  prognostieated  a 
l^od,  healthy  voyage,  The^  portensioM  did  not^ 
liowever,  prdve  true;  for  the  voyage  wds  'boi«t6»- 
it>tis,  and  xnsuny  <if  the  soldiers  died.  .A  few^yip 
^ter  th^y  had  left  ^^  island^  several  grampti^s^ 
an  enormouB  ^12^  appeajred.  The  iir^  AUam  peir*' 
eeived  he  imaghi^d  to  he  the  hull  of  ^a  vessel,  an4* 
'Ji>ang  right  ahead  of  the  ship,  he  «iiBg  xmt  lustily  t^ 
4he  man  at  the  wheel  to  stear  <;lear  of  it  Thip 
Munder  amused  the  whole  shipV  company,  and  ht 
Wtt  long  after  quizzed  for  his  groundless  alaraa.* 
Aboat  this  time  ii  large  j)orpoise  was  caught,  j^it 

*  He  grampiHs  grows  to  thelengfh  of  &om  25  to  30  feet,  anA 
is  of  aa  extretnely  fierce  ^id  predatory  disposition,  feeding  oil 
lar^  fidie«r,  nid  ev^  4uk  tlie  dolt^bin  dnd  pofpoise.  It  often  atf 
$9dk9^S^iifk9b^  ivh^aceitUt^M  FaJtip^ua  denowin^tes  it^  baUenai- 
rune  Ufrawd.  9e«3s  wee  its  moat^^unjnOii  food :  ^)iese  it  frequentW 
snrpriseS'Wli^e  sleeping  on  vtfae  rocks,  dislodging  them  by  means  ot 
iWb^^  fin,  and,  faarjlng  precipitated  them  into  tlie  water,  seTaet 
^pon  azkd  devours  diem  with6at  4lii&cultf .  wA|ian  might  verf- 
^tifly  ktiirtake  ^is  koge  aokial  for  t^e  huH  (^  arryess^l  k»r^ted» 
|^»pac4gr  i^m^nird^'the  w^er«  Some  learned  critics  have  alsd 
^uesitaoned  the  tnit]^  of  the  ^cnmstance  of  the  officers. of  an  East 
India  Teasel  allowing  the  recruits  to«at  a  porpoise;  but,  4dth(»ig& 
ihiis  animal  at  present  is  an  obgeet  of  capture  <mly  on  account  of 
itsdl,  yetitwasoaoe  considered  a  snmptuoas  article.of:fi^  ik 
4iiia  jooumttf,  and  waa^oftentimes  introduced  on  the  tables  4/  th^^ 
Jbi^iah  >iM^)ility,  e¥«i  so  lately  as  the  reign  of  Queen  JBlizabetliu 
Jt'was  eaten  with  «  «a«ce  eomposed  of  crumbs  of  fine  .bread  with 
vngar  and  vin^ar.:  but>  dressed  in  aiiy  form,  it  would  be  a  deH- 
eions  dish  to  a  set  «f  poor  scorbutic'wcetehes,  boot&ied  tb asalt  mi 
^ery  oEuiwbolflMae  ^t. 
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of  which  was  greedily  devoured  by  the  wretched 
and  scorbutic  recruits  on  board. 

In  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  en- 
elftuntered  a  deep  rolling  sea:  the  cabin  windowii 
wer^  nailed  up  with  deals,  and  sickness  and  gloom 
prevailed  in  the  ship.  On  passing  the  island  of 
Madagascar,  the  heat  became  excessive;  and  the 
thunder  and  lightning  was  so  frequent  and  terrific, 
that  Allan  often  hid  himself  amon^  some  lumber. 
Had  he  then  possessed  a  quarter  of  the  globe,  he 
ivould  freely  have  bestowed  it  for  the  meanest  cot- 
tage in  England,  could  he  have  been  conveyed  thi- 
ther without  encountering  the  dangers  of  the 
voyage.  At  length  the  winds  became  inore  steady^ 
and  they  soon  cast  anchor  in  the  roads  of  Madms. 

Here  Lieutenant  Hume  prevailed  upon  the  major 
that  commanded  on  board  to  permit  Allan  to  ac- 
company him  to  Canton,  pledging  his  word  of  ho- 
nour to  send  him  ashore  when  he, returned.  He 
had,  at  first;  unisuccessfully  attempted  to  obtain  his 
discharge.  The  soldiers  were  sooii  landed,  when 
thp/ship  was  cleaned  out,  and  a  large  stock  of  fruitj 
vegetables,  and  fresh  provitions  laid  in.  Allan's 
master  spent  much  of  his-  time  on  shore,  but  un- 
accompanied by  his  servant,  who  was  too  much 
afraid  of  being  detained  to  quit  the  ship.    ,  .    * 

^ '  The  captain  having  finished  his  business  at  Ma? 
dras,  ordered  all  the  officers  on  boards  and  imniedi- 
ately  set  sail.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced:  in 
passing  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  in  consequence  of  coii- 
trary  winds;  and  as  the  ship  became  leaky,  the 
ica^tain  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  sail  towards  Ba- 
tavia.    While  on  the  Javan  coast;,  they  eocoun^redl 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAM£S  ALLAN.  125     ' 

a  dreadful  thuBder-stonn,  which  exceeded  in  awful 
^grandeur  even  those  experienced  near  the  African 
contment*    This  was  succeeded  by  a  cairn,  when  a 
number  laf  Javanese  proas  caine  alongside,  loaded  % 
with  turtle,  fowls,  and  fruits,  which  were  mostly 

*  Englisliiiien  can  ibrm  but  a  very  imf^erfeet  conception  of  the 
dreadful  nature  of  a  thunder  storm  in  a  warm  climate.  It  has 
frequently  struck  terror  into  tht;  stoutest  hearty  and  some  never 
can  with  composure  behold  the  vivid  and  continual  flashes  of  light- 
aiing,  «nd  listen  to  the  loud  and  sudden  roars  of  the  thunder. 
Phil^efdiers  liave  discovered  the  identity  of  electricity  and  light>- 
ning.  Beccaxia  thinks  that  the  electric  matter^  which  forms  and 
animates  the  thunder-^clouds,  issues  from  places  far  below  the  sur^ 
face  of  thd  earth ;  and  that  the  clouds  convey  the  electricity  of 
those  paits  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  this  fluid.  The  rumbling 
nrhich  fidlows  the  flashes  of  lightning  proceeds  from  the  vibration 
of  the  air^  which  collapses  the  moment  it  has  passed. 

Suppose  that  five  people  are  killed  annuaUy  by  lightning  in  this 
country,  whschicontains  above  seventeen  millions  of  inhabitants,  the 
4diaiioeiOf  escape  is  more  tlum  -three  millions  to  one,  which  amounts 
jiearly  to  complete  securityv '  Women,  and  others  who  encourage  ^ 
unreasoBabk  fears  during  a  thundor-storm,  may  comfort  themselves  . 
with  this  reflection ;  but  should  it  be  insufficient  to  dissipate  their 
terxsrs,  the  fallowing  means  of  security  are  recommended : — 
'  Sit  in  the  middle  of  a  room  on  one  chair>  and  lay  your  feet  upon 
another ;  but  be  careful  that  a  mQtc^  dustre  suspended  by  iei  chain 
be  not  above  your  bead.    Dir.  Franklin  says  it  is  still  safer  to 
Ixring  two  or  three  mattresses  or  feather  beds  into  the  midctie  of  ' 
the  rooin,  and,  folding  them  double,  place  the  chairs  above  them: 
iihey  are  bad  conductors,  and  the  lightning  will  not  pass  through 
ihem.     But  the  safest  place  of  all  is  in  a  hammock,  hung  witb 
BiUc^  oords,  at  an  e^ual  distance,  from  all  the  sides  of  the  room. 
Dr»  Priestley  observes,  that  the  place  of  the  most  absolute  safety 
siust  jbe  the  cellar,  and  especially  the  middle  of  it.    In  the  fields, 
the  place  of  most  safety  is  within  a  few  ycurds  of  a  tree,  but  not 
^uite  near.'it:  this,  however,  is  not  a  certdii  protection.    All  ves* 
ieU  that 'sail  in  the  tropidd  regions  oiight  to  be  provided'*  wiritii 
]^r<i^  elelutrieal  oondtictoini;  -^  ,■'■   ^ 
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.^urphasied  and  distributed  amdngst  the  Whole  (sk^ 
hat  particularly  to  those  troubled  with  the  8€urG^> 
Allan's  m^ter  made  him  a  present  of  a  cocoa-iltit^ 
which  he  declared  ta  be  the  most  delicious  meal 
that  he  had  ever  made^  the  milk  being  street  and 
agreeable,  making  such  a  refreshing  beverage  as  he 
had  for  several  weeks  been  a  iMttoger  to.  At  last, 
the  ship  reached  Batavia,  and  cast  anchor  in  the 

Allan  often  spoke  in  raptuires  of  the  beauty  and 
luxuriance  of  Java,  and  diverted  himsdf  with  thfe 
ludicrous  figures  6f  the  Dutch ,  soldiers,  tie  was 
persuaded  that  a  hundred^  Northumbrians  woiald 
have  routed  a  thousand  of  theh-  bestUroQpi^^  Tb^ 
rich  Dutch  inhabitants  <if  Baftavia^*  /he  ^saidy  llad  ali 


*  Batavia  is  «tuated  on  a  low  swamff  plain*  Thet^ynd  plam 
u  in  tlie  shape  of  a  parallelogratfi^  wftose:  kng^h  fnm^awskh:  t» 
south  k  4200  feet,  aqd  breadth  9000  feet.  Th^  slareeta.arefanl 
out  in  straight  lines,  and  orcas  ewii  other 'at  riglit  aajgln*  EaA 
street  has  its  canal  in  the  middle,  oyetshadied  widi  Ctecaj  ¥e^<nd 
which  is  a  gravelled  road,  from  30  to  60  feet  in  widii^  terminated 
also. on  the  opposite  side  hiy  a  second  roj^.  of  eireigrebis^  'This 
xoad  is  appropriated  fi^  the  use  of  Qarrii^[;e6^  .horses^  catflo^aiidi  an 
particularly  ppinted  out  by  prodamttion;  £ar  mil  idamsi  :wlw  vtt 
strictly  prohiHited  frinn  walking  on  the  Jugged  cansmwwfhifimi 
of  the  houses,  as  they  are  also  from  weej^ing^  iibdddjigs:  aiied  Aotk^ 
in  order  that  their  naked  feet  may  be  ih^  means  of  inakii^  thdr 
condition  notorious.  The  city  and  its  suburbs  contam  5270  hooMil^ 
aiid  1I6>QP0  inhabitants.  Thealagnant'si^amp,  in  the  midsi  of 
which  it  is  built,  engenders  a  foul  end  dtntaminated  atnioiph(9V0, 
idnch^  added  to  the  intempiisrate  BMde  of  li&  ai^oftid  by  tha 
butdi,  render  this  place  most  distiuetiTe  to  health.  B«t  wiU 
withstaiiding  these  droumstantDSs,  the  deanfiness,  and  the  eMl» 
lent  regulations  obsenFed  ^y  the  finglidi  troops,  wbto  tbo^  latdy 
oceupied  this  settlement,  operated  in  xm^^ating  the  iiiihUBltWutwi 
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a  pallid,  sickly  hue:;  and,  from  indolence^  apnd  beings 
perpetually  stuffing  tfaemselvei  with  flesh,  fish, 
fowls,  curries,  i^oups,  pillaws,  puddings,  beer,  wine, 
ffn,  cordials,  cakes,  sweetmeats,  fruits,  &c.  grow  to 
ttj  enonnous  bulk.  The  Malays  and  Javanese,  he 
deserved,  were  generally  low  of  stature,  their  skin 
«f  a  deep  brown  cdour,  their  eyes  small  and  promi- 
nent, noses  flat,  and  the  upper  lip  projecting.  They 
ifub  their  bodies  with  a  compojsition  of  oil  and  wood 
dust,  iand  dye  their  teeth  black,  becaujie  monkeya 
have  white  teetti. 

While  the  ship  wAs  getting  some  repairs,  Allan 
Was  much  on  shore  with  his  master.  One  day,  the 
oflicers  were  invited  to  diiw  with  an  opulent  Dutch 
merebant,  whose  mansioii  was  situated  a  i^ort  dis- 
tance fFoih  the  city.  On  the  road,  Allan  witnessed 
a  shocking  spectacle  in  a  small  wood,  where  several 
naked  dead  bodies  of  slaves  werp  suspended  from 
the  trees,  and  were  devoured  by  carnivorous  birdBt^ 
Previous  to  this,  he  had  seen  some  slaves  punished 
fey  the  whip ;  and  now  his  ^tred  of  the  Dutch  wa$ 
wnfirmed..*     Majiy  .  slaves,  be  heard,,  fly  ta  the 

mi  the  cKmate.  Tiit  native  Javanese  are  estimated  at  two  millionfl^ 
mkd  are  now  mAing  giieat  efibrts  to  drive  the  Dutpli  out  of  tkeit 
wamftrj* 

*  Tlie  Dat<^  ave  muqitestioBAUy  the  most  cntel  and  unfeeiifig^ 
t3rrant8  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  Allan's  lemaxki 
,«re  oerfaftinly  snrp^isiilg,  mi  to-  many  may  appear  dodbtfol  j  bat  the 
JoQQun^  '^^Eiet$  will  fnOy  establish  their  qorrectness. 

A  numb^  #f  {ndOslrioiiis  and  harmless  Chinese  plaofid  themselves 
;|Uidar  the  pioteeduiit  of  the  Dutch  at  Batdvia,  and  do&tributed 
:eMC«tiaUy  t«  the  prosperifty  of  1^.<$ettlement,  sitffering  every.spe- 
/0Ciiofflfp¥fl«tilmw]fththegre^e8ti^^  '  Aiifngth,  in< Ae" 
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woods,  preferring  to  be  devoured  by  voracious  ani-^ 
ipals,  rather  than  live  in  the  misery  they  are  fc^life 
doomed  to  suflFer.  .  .• 

year  1740,  the  Dutch  governor/  Volkanier,  in  order  to  seize  l3ieir 
wealth  at  once,  accused  the  unsuspecting  Chinese  of  a  plot  against; 
his  government,  and  ordered  the  whole  of  this  timid,  unresisting 
people,  to  be  massacred  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex.  Thejr 
confess  with  the  murder  of  12>000  persons,  and  that  the  streets 
ran  with  blood.  When  the  work  of  destruction  had  ended,  the 
soldiers  and  8aik>rs  wer^  seen  scrambling,  fighting,  maimmg,  and 
murdering  each  other  for  the  spoil.  Having  thus  completed  one 
of  the  most  inhuman  Qpd  apparently  causeless  transactions  that 
ever  disgraced  a  civilized  people,  they  had  the  audacity  to  proclaha 
a  public  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  mercy,  for  their  happy  del£« 
verance  from  the  faandai  of  the  Heathen. 

.  On  another  similar  occasion,  21  persons  were  accused  of  a  plot; 
and  condemned  to  suffer  death,  ^^ by  being  stretched  on  a  cross; 
the  flesh  of  their  legs,  arms,  and  breast,  torn  away  with'  red-hot 
pincers  ;  their  bellies  ripped  up,  and  their  hearts  thrown  in  their 
faces ;  their  heads  cut  ofT,  and  stuck  upon  poles ;  and  their  man- 
gled carcases  exposed  to  be  devoured  by  the  fowls  of  the  air,"  &c. 
(&e.  After  this  sentence  was  pot  in  execution,  a  solemn  thanks- 
giving was  proclaimed ;  and  the  following  day,  30^  move  were 
broken  on  the  wheel. 

The  manner  in  which  private  individuals  treat  their  slaves  in 
Batavia,  may  be  collected  from  the  circumstance,  that  1000  are 
annually  imported  to  keep  up  the  numbers.  It  is  usual  to  baiigam 
with  the  fiscal  to  flog  the  slaves  in  the  lump  by  the  year.  The 
ordinary  punishment  consists  of  a  certain  number  of  stripes,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  with  laths  of  bamboo;  and 

;jthe  woimds  are  generally  pickled  with  a  preparation  of  pepper  and 

.salt,  to  prevent  mortification. 

c  ..From  Stedman's  account  of  the  Dutch  ih  Surindin,  ft  seenife 
that  the  same  inhumanity  is  practised  by  them  in  their  other  colo- 
nies.   He  says  tnat  his  earis  were  stunned  by  the  ching  of  the 

J  whip,  and' the  dismal  yeDs  of  the  wretched  negroes  on  :(vhoin  k  #tii 
exercised.    Those  who  atliemptei;  to  run  away  were  hamstrung^; 

'  fome  were  punished  by  being  hnng  aUye  upon  a  |fibbet>  if  an  irba 
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^  JameSj  kt  the  Dutchman's  desire,  had  brought  his 
pipes,  and  aftet  dinner  played  about  an  hour  to  the 
company.  Tht  master  of  the  house,  who  had  heard 
1dm  before,  professed  to  be  greatly  delighted  with 
this  novel  performance,  and  formed  the  base  design 
of  retaining  Allan  for  his  own  gratification,  as  he 
falsely  asserted.  A^ter  playing  about  an  hour,  he 
made  him  an  ample  recompence,  and  desired  one  of 
his  servants  to  treat  him  with  the  choicest  wines  his 
cellar  afiPorded. 

/  James  accompanied  hi^  conductor,  without  the 
least  suspicion,  through  a  number  of  passages,  till 
they  reached  a  door,  which  stood  open,  when  he,  in 
bad  English,  desired  Allan  to  enter,  and  he  would 
immediately  return  with  wine  and  refreshments; 
|mt  as  soon  as  he  had  entered,  the  dooi*  was  hastily 
abut  and  locked.  James  was  rather  surpriised  at 
this  action,  but  for  a  time  flattered  himself  it  might 
be  done  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  the  other  do- 
mestics, who  might  be  desirous  of  hearing  the 
strange  music.  However,  after  an  hour  had 
elapsed,  that  hope  vanished,  and  Allan  Considered 
himself  a  prisoner,  but  could  not  conjecture  for 
what  reason,  knowing  that  at  this  time  he  had  been 
guilty  of  no  crime.      .  '    * 

liook  stuck  tlirougli  tlie  rit)s;  otliefs  were  i)rolce  upoli  tlie  rack. 
Dr.  Finckard  offended  a  lady«  because  he  refused  to  remonstrate 
•with  her  hushand  for  punishing  the  slaves  too  inildl74  An  usual 
measure  of  flojgging  is  bjr  the  pipe:  that  is^  the  flo^iig'is  to  b^ 
oooatiiiued  till  the  superintendaBt  siKiokes  a  ctertaiii  number  of  pipe^ 
id]P.  Barrow  mentions  roasting  men  before  ^  9I0W  fire  as  a  Dutch 
mode  of  punishment.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge,  upon  this 
iu^ulrsickening  subject.  ,  Enougb  ffius  beeti  i^d  td  sheW  that  Allan 
has  not  overdiarged  thfe  picture. ...  ■  ^'.  '  . 
•  ••    :V.»'.r^;. 
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He  now  endeavoured,  by  raising  hiJ  voice,  t<a  at- 
tract some  one^s  attention ;  but  no  person  comii^ 
he  began  to  examine  tbe  iJftterior  of  his  prison,  i» 
order,  if  possible,  to  gain  h^  Hberty.  Tbe  doeir  midi 
lock  were  of  such  strength  as  banished  aH  hopen 
from  that  quarter.  He  then  inspected  the  windo^^^ 
which  was  large,  but  secured  by  iron  baj»  of  sndbL 
strength,,  that  it>  appeared  no  single  arm  could 
wrench  them  from  their  fastenings.  The  room  waa 
at  the  extremity  of  the  house,  and  adjdned  a  pieeb 
of  "w^uste  ground,  which  was  surrounded  by  a  higb 
stone  wall.^  At  one  comer  of  his:  apartment  he  ohi 
served  a  door,  and  eagedy  opening  it,  in  hopes  oS 
finding  a  passage  by  which  he  nught  e&^  hish 
fscape,.  was  surprised  fa  find  a  bed,  seefuingly  pre-^ 
p>red  for  his  Deception,  and  to^  whidi  he  letiredt 
when  it  became  dark^  as  all  hopes  .ofiminediateiie* 
kase  had  vanished ;  but  anxiety  of  iimid  prevented 
him  from  enjoying  the  least  repose*,  .  i     ^ 

A^bh  rose  at  the  approach  c^  daylight,  <aiui  sat 
for  sa»^^  hours  Iktening  attentively  fo£  the  ap^ 
{>roabk  <^  footsteps^:  when^  all  on  a  sudden,  <^e 
door  wal^o|)e»ed^  and  two  brnhdy-faeed:  Dutchmen 
made  tfteii^  appeetrahbe^  'Shdy  set  dow^.ahundaDce 
of  provisions,  a  pitcher  of  watery  aiid<  a:  bottle  of 
wine;,  and  although  he  used  Kis  utmost  endeavours^, 
by  isigiis^  to  malice  them  understand  that  He  was  mu 
happy'  in  bis  njew  qu^rjters,  they  retired,  witho^ 
noticing  hi«  anxiety.  Towards  eveninig,,  Ae  mer-e 
ehani* himself  entiiefred  hispnsovi}  wd  as^  hesp^e 
tolerable  E^nglish,  AHah  told  him  that  he  was  gJk^^ 
to  see  that  he  had  bro|Ligb|,  his  iroli^  to  a  conblusion^ 
he  being  weary  of  jsq^^ta^^^-^  to,  sejpia 
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^m  master. '  The  merchant  bluntly  replied,  that  he 
:lmd  no  intention  of  ever  allowing  him  to  quit  him, 
16):  as  his  music  fa^  pleased  him. so  much,  he  in- 
tended to  retain  him  for  his  own  amusemefat ;  and 
that,  as  he  had  evinced  a  di^osition  to  oblige,  on 
a  continuailce  of  tbtis  scionduct  iiis  future  usage  de^ 
pendedw 

'  AUan  remaiised  for  ^several  days  in  his  sc^itary 
prison;  and  thinking  at  last  that  the  ship  must 
4i9ye  sailed,  he  lost  all  hopes  of  release,  and  had  no 
aolace  but  in  his  pipes.  One  itight,  howevier,  while 
lying  in  bed,  revolving  in  his  miiid  the  iiardships 
jb£  bis  lot,  he  heard  the  unlocking  of  :his  apartment^ 
wh^  a  beautiful  girl,  dressed  in  si  loose  Indian 
iobe,  gently  approached,  with  ^  lamp  in  her  hand^ 
tv^hich  ^he  placed  on  the  table,  saying,  in  indifferent 
Engljjs^h,.  '*  Haste— ^se!"  «nd  instancy  disappeared 
ffhe  joyful  prisoner  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  wais 
won  equipped  ;  when  his  go^  ahgel  returned,  and, 
giving  him  some  tooH  deraed  by  sighs  that  he 
i^oold  make  the  lode  appear  as  if  it  had  been  forced 
en  the  inside.  This  was  soon  effected,  when' she 
bedconediiim  to  fbllowMSoftly ;  and  tripping  through 
ibeveral  passages,  she  opened  a  small  docwc,  when  h« 
found  himself  in  the  open  aii;,  and  perceived  by 
«tar-light  that  the  place  was  an  extenmve  garde^. 
The  lamp  wa»  now  extingcdsbed ;  and  his  fyii 
guide,  after  leadHig  him  through  several  avenues' 
deeply  shaded  by  trees,  i^topped  at  the  door  of  a 
saeat,^^  commodious  si^mmec-bouse. 
.  On  being  requested  to  ^nter,  h^  found  a  middle-, 
figed,  miaciated  lady,  reclining  on  a  sofa^  arid  wh6  • 
caid,  in  gocd  English,  ''Sir,  be  seated."*    Bttt  th» 
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quick  succession  of  so  many  unexpected  and  pleas-i^ 
ing  incidents  induced  him  to  pause,  feeling  appre-i 
hensive  that  the  whole  was  a  dream.  When  the 
young  lady,  however,  handed  him  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  repeated  the  rdsquest,. he  became  more  collected, 
and  politely  thanked  them,  but  declined  their  invi- 
tation, saying  that  he  waited  their  commands.  The 
dder  lady  observed  that  it  was  not  a  moment  for 
ceremony. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  lady  resumed,  "  You  are, 
no  doubt,  surprised  to  meet  with  a  countrywoman 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  under  such  peculiar 
circumstances;  but  my  misfortunes  are  to  your 
advantage.  I  have  spent  fourteen  years  in 'this 
noxious  clime,  and  amongst  an  ignorant,  proud,  and 
unfeeling  people.  My  father  was  a  merchant,  at 
Liverpool ;  and  when  one  of  his  correspondents  at 
Rotterdam  visited  him,,  I  had  just  returned  fromi 
school.  A  mutual  attachment  was  formed,  and  we 
were  married.  My  fortune  was  considerable ;  but, 
shortly  after,  the  failure  of  a  large  house  in  St  Pe- 
tersburgh  involved  my  husband  in  ruin.  He  was 
advised  to  try  his  fortiune,  in  Batavia,  and  hither  I 
dieerfuUy  accompanied  him.  Here  with  sorrow  I 
soon  perceived  a  great  change  in  his  disposition. 
From  being  an  amiable  and  generous  man,  he  be« 
came  a  morose  master,  laughed  at  honourable  prin- 
ciples, and  considered  every  thing  lawful  that  was 
profitable.  He  is  now  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
powerful  men  in  Batavia.  I  learned  from  my 
daughter's  slave  how  you  had  been  entrapped ;  and, 
though  my  power  of  doing  good  is  very  limited,  I 
resolved  to.  liberate  a  countryman.  .  Y<mr  ship  saiU 
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m  the  morning,  «o  you  have  no  time  to  lose.  The 
pretence  of  keeping  yoii  for  the  sake  of  your  music 
is  false,  fear  no  sound  Ibut  that  of  gold  delights  your 
eaptor.  In  three  days,  he  goes  on  an  embassy  to  a 
native  prince  in  the  interior^  and  you  were  one  of 
the  presents  to  be  offered.  The  governor  is  conse* 
quently  in  the  secret  of  your  confinement;  there- 
fore  bewEffe,  and  avoid  the  military/*  She  then 
presented  him  with  a  small  purse  of  gold;  and 
when  he  had  expressed  his  thanks,  the  young  lady 
conducted  him  but  of  the  garden,  and  gave  him  di<« 
rections  how  to  reach  the  harbour  by  a  circuitous 
route^  Allan  ran  for  some  time ;  he  then  advanced 
qaickly,  but  cautiously ;  and,  on  reaching  the  sub- 
urbs, he  skulked  about  to  avoid  observation.  The 
morning  at  length  began  to  dawn ;  when,  dreading 
that  the  ship  would  sail,  he  darted  towards  the  har- 
bour, and,  on  the  most  exf)osed  parts  of  theroad^ 
ran  upon  his  feet  and  hands.  Seeing  a  proa  laden  . 
with  fruit  ready  to  push  off,  he  called  to  the  crew, 
and  was  delighted  to  find  they  were  going  off  to 
the  ship.  Giving  them  a  piece  of  gold,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board,  and,  ki  a  short  tim^,  found 
himself  again  safe  on  the  deck  ^f  an  English  ship. 

The  whole  crew  were  pleased;  to'  see  their  old 
companion ;  and  the  officers  were  much  surprised; 
and  extremely  indignant,  when  they  heard  of  the 
Dutchman's  perfidy.  He  had  brought  two  of  his 
servasits  on  board,  who  related  that  Allan  had  pro- 
cured some  information  and  cloaths  from  them,  and 
had  left  their  house  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
d^ei$erting.  Lieutenant  Hurne^  who  had  alwsj^ 
»lsp^Qte(i  »fme  fpul  play,  w$is  particukrlj  enraged^ 
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but  as  the  ship  was  ready  to  sailj  he  bad  no  mteni 
of  expressing  his  displeasure. 

Next  day,  they  passed  betWcen  the  islands  of 
Horn  and  Edam,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  Stteits 
of  Banca,  where  great  caution  i^  necessaiy,  on  ac- 
count of  the  narrowness  of  the  passage,  and  the 
irregular  soundings.  Here  the  idand  of  Siimntra 
appeared  in  sight ;  but  being  on  the  side  whidi  is 
iininhabited,  no  buildings  x^ould  be  seieh  irdm  the 
vessel.  At  the  end  of  ^  month,  the  coast' of  Chiha 
came  in  sight,  whidi  they  passed  along^  ind  had  a 
most  delightful  prospect.  The  ricW  was^ai€diant« 
faig:  the  face  of  the  icotmtry  was  entirely  green^ 
over  which  beautiful  {dantations^  lofty  irteeplea^  and 
di%htful  villages  were  sc^t^ed.  In  the  aftier^ 
noon^  they  were  abreast  of  Macao,  which  appeared 
to  be  a  fine  fortified  town ;  knd  ifiext  day  the  tessel 
jsailed  up  Canton  riryer,  whii^fa  was  most  deshraUfi  to 
idl  on  board.  A  mandarin,  aoconipatued  by  a  numr^ 
ber  of  soldiers  and  attendants,  entered  the  i^ip; 
9dicn  a  sharp  look-out  became  necessary,  to  keep 
these  gentry,  in  or^r^  as  they  seemed  much,  inclined 
to  cany  off:  evwy  portable  ardde  which  they  could 
pick  up.  '  H&tt  day,  they  catne  to  anchor  opposib^ 
to  BanksaH  islaA^  where  the  European  ships  gene* 
laHylie.  i  : 

A»  Aikn  bad  no  ship  duly  to  perform,  he  was 
muck  on  lAiore,  and  sometimes  p^yed  to  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  En^isb  fibctory.  A  native 
bond  akd  attended  occaaxaiBlly,*  and  AUait  gbt  ac» 

^^' Music  in  Ctina  is  fiot  cultivated  as  a  science,  aild  diose  who 
^nie&i/e  H  ax^  of  the  lowest  cla8»  of  penMiid*    Their  iostntiqeitii 
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OQuld  speak  a  littfe  Eugiliah,.  and  by  whcuxi  he  wbA 

iuVited  to  his  ItQuse,  where  he  was  treated  with* 

^amshue,  ajs^prit  ^stilled  from  ric^e.    Oii  anotbeif 

oecasicos^,  H«  was.  iniftited  itt^  dine  with  bis  Chinese! 

firi^id.    A  large  bason,  with  meat  cut  into  scnalli 

bits»  was  set  upcoi  the  table ;  but  as  Allan  had  seen 

j^orte's  fiesht  rats>  frogs^  dogs,  andr  cats,  o£^red  ^ 

sale  in  the  market,  he  declined  partaking,  though 

he  qertajiply.  wa»  not,  in  genera^r  very  nicfe  in  hi?^ 

food.    He,  h.owever,  thrust  his  hands  into  a  bowl 

of  rice^^  and  made,  a  tolerably  good  shift.    He  ob^ 

served  that  the  musician's  two  wives  were  not,  lik^ 

ig^ies,  cramped  in  tlieir  fe^t,  and.  that  they  appeai:ed[ 

in  compwy  :writh«»fe  r^rtrein^r   Cto  a  table  stoo4 

a  joHy,  mfrrjf-i'ao^  god,t  to  which  the  family  toldi 

aH  ^eii^  grievances   and  wishes,     'At  otie  iime^. 

Jfames. accompanied ^ his  master  to  see  a  play;. but 

he  thought^  J  ud^ng  from  their  actioiv  tliat  th# 

Chinese  w^e^  asr  had  pl^yersi  as  they  w^re  m»fiidani8.lf^ 


sre  suffickuj^Iy  varied;  botli.  aK  to  9k9f0  aad  mftteriala ;:  but  ^<m^^f(lf 
l^em  is  even  tolerable  to  an  £arQ|»e^  eftr,  Tlieir  h»pd&.  s^ttxiijf 
fU^f,  or  &kii^Y9m  tfi  pUy>  iii\iiniaw>  and  aometuiii^  an  i«9lTttff»sii|{' 
t^ea  the  oc^aMe;  but  tbe^r  never  attedipt  to  play  ur  separate  parM^ 
CQB&njng  ||ie^  mt  to'tW  melofly  olily>  it  aft  aggregation  of  l^^infif 
pounds  deserve  auck  a  na«ie.  They  bave  not  tbe^  least*  notioi^  of 
counterpoint,  or  playing  in  parts;  nor  can  tbey  iioUe  d^n  i^usi^ 
oliierwi^e  t)iiA  by  eviploying  a  cbaractegr  e9[p]!^S()iiQig>  tbc^  tam^^^ 
every  npto  in  the  scale;  and  even  this  imperf^Qti  v^ftytbey  Ici^irni^A 
irom  Perieira.tbis  Jesuit' 

*  A  gentfemaii  wiro  acoompanied  liord  Hacactney  to  Cbina  oIk 
serves,  diet  tbe  state  of  the  drama  in  that  oonntry  is  vei^y  k^t 
The  dialogues  afe  coBfiontedi  in  a.  Ipad  of  ttonotonona^ro^iManttr 
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During  the  voyage  frcnn  Batavia^  Allah  bad 
never  been  requested  to  play,  and,  on  landing,  waa^ 
surprised  and  grieved  to  find  that  the  excessive 
heat  had  cracked  the  drones  of  his  pipes.  A  Scotch 
surgeon,  belonging  to  the  factory,  (^ered  4x>  pur* 
chase  them ;  but  as^  this  was  refused,  he  soon  put 
them  into  repair,  and,  m  return  for  some  less<»i9 
given  by  Allan,  presented  him  with  an  Italian  pipe,^ 

interrapted  at  intertals  by  shrill  aitd  binh  mtUBic.  Women  BHt 
not  permitted  to  appear  in!  public  ^'  A.set  of  plajers/'  he  infi«m» 
a8>  ^^  of  a  superior  kind>  travel  occasionally  from  Nankin,  to  Can* 
ton ;  at  the  latter  of  which  cities,  it  seems>  t^ey  meet  with  consi- 
derable encouragement  from  the  Hong  merchants,  and  otfier 
Wealthy  inhabitants.  At  these  eidiibitions,  the  English  are  some- 
times present.  Thc^  subject  and  the  conduct  of  one  of  iSieir  stock 
pieces,  which  being  a  great  faTouriteis  frequently  repeated,  are  sor 
remarkable,  that  I  cannot  forbear  taking  some  notice  of  it.  A 
woman  being  tempted  to  murder  her  husband,  performs  the  act 
whilst  he  is  asleep,  by  striking  a  small  hatchet  into  his  forehead. 
He  appears  on  the  stage  with  a*  large  gash  just  abore  the  eyes^  out 
of  t^'hich  issues  a  prodigious  effusion  of  blood,  reels  about  for  some 
time,  bemoaning  his  lamentable  fieite  in  a  song,  till  exhausted  by 
loss  of  blood,  he  faUs  and  dies.  The  woman  is  seized,  brought  be- 
fore a  magistrate,  and  condemned  to  be  flayed  alive.  The  senteiSc^ 
h  put  in  execution ;  and>  in  the  following  act,  she  appears  not  only  ^ 
Bidced,  but  completely  excoriated.  The  thin  wrapper  with  whibh 
the  creature  (an  eunudi)  is  covered,  who  sustains  the  part,  fti 
stretched  so  ti^t  about  the' body,  and  so  wdl  paintei,  as  to  repve-^ 
sent  the  disgusting  object  of  a  human  being  deprived  of  hs  skin  ; 
and  in  this  condition  the  character  sings,  or,  more  properly  speak- 
ing', whini)e»  nearly  half  an  hour  on  the  stage,  to  excite  the  oompaa- 
aion  of  three  infenial  w  malignant  spirits,  who,  like  iEacus,  Minocr; 
and  Rhadamanthus,  sit  in  judgment  on  her  future  destiny.  I  hava 
been  informed  that  it  is  scareely  possible  to  conceive  a  more  ob- 
scene, indelicate,  and  disgusting  olrject,  than  this  favourite,  exhibi* 
tion,  which,  if  intended  '  to  hold  the  minor  up  to  nature,'  it  is  t»* 
Mtare  in  ita  most  gross^  rude,  and  undviliaed  state." 
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tt  land  of  double  flageolet,  and  which  subsequently 
proved  of  great  service. 

The  Chinese  teusiciat)^  mentioned  above,  on  one 
txseasion  left  Allan  alone  wrth  his  eldest  daughter. 
The  amorous  piper  immediately  began  to  make  love 
in  dumb  shew ;  when  the  Iftdy  made  him  a  suitable 
return,  and  shewed  him  how  her  chamber  might  be 
entered  at  night.  Her  father  soon  returned,  and 
Allan  took  his  departure  in  high  spirits,  proud  o£ 
his  irresistible  attractions,  and  convinced  ti^at  women 
in  every  country  were  the  same.  At  night,  he  crept 
into  the  room  of  a  Chinese  labourer,  who  cleaned  out 
the  clerks'  offices  in  the  factory.  Finding  him  sound 
asleep,  he  borrowed  his  cloaths;  and  when  dis- 
guised in  the  Chinese  garb,  he  left  the  factory  by  a 
private  door.  By  following  the  directions  he  had 
received,  he  soon  entered  the  apartment  where  his 
beloved  was  sitting;  but  as  soon  as  she  saw  him  in 
a  dress  so  unexpected,  she  screamed  out,  when  Al« 
Ian,  finding  no  safety  but  in  flight,  ran  out,  over- 
turning in  his*  way  the  old  fellow  who  stood  to 
oppose  him.  Having  the  key  of  the  private  door, 
he  retiumed  with  amazing  celerity,  replaced  the 
man's  cloaths,  and,  while  his  pursuers  were  thunder«» 
ing  at  the  gate,  he  slipped  into  his  own  bed.    No- 

-  thing,  however,  c3ould"  be  prtoved  against  any  oile ; 
'fomeither  Allan  nor  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 

factory  wore  a  common  Chinese  dtess.  On  reflect- 
ing upon  the  matter,  Allan  suspected  that  the  mu- 
sician had  laid  a  trap  for  him,  or  how  else  could  he 
have  appeared  in  a  moment  in  fidl  dress,  or  at  tnid- 

-  night  have  so  readily  procured  four  or  five  men  to 
join  in  the  pursuit  ?    E(e  was  the  farther  confirmed 
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In  lius,  as  t&e  musieimi  never  igaia  edlf^  9t  Ibr 
factory  while  he  continued  there. 

iieuteBant  Htime,  heferertibe  daJp  liad  com^ted 
.her  cargo,  l^ecame  ill  ^  a  fever,  0»d,hj  ^be  «iiv*^ 
^eon'sorder,  iraai  sent  on  sbopre.  ,  He  x^ontinued  itt 
ibr  same  tiioae,  and  at  leiigth  the  dup  ^sailed  wii^io^ 
dbim.  Jaines  aiussed  his  master  wkl^  attaitiw  qod 
tendenkess,  and«  ivifaeia  he  beeame^eonvale^cQBt^  f^ 
isompamed  ham  m  hU  short  rides  ^fi  horsabaqk. 
fOne  eioeoing,  )the  lieuienaat  retiun^  wmtfb  iadai^- 
iposed, aad^Hiathe  seemid day,  ^ied <]£ .«piiliid aqie 
ithrotfGL 


CHAPTER  XL 

jnSan^s  SiMftpe  fintt  the  (Eof^h  Bsetoiy— Yoyvgv  tp  C«lciitt»^R«tifia«v  upmt 

y  .Uie.Qiy}t|im«.J[puni^.to  fienwes — Fru^ntt^  Uiq  Desgn  of  two  Waterqpeti-- 

Trayds  to  Delhi— Dis^po^nted  in  an  Intrigue — Rudely  treated  in  the  Snovf 

Momitaifit— CleBendi^  of  a  9ar^  Ckkf-^JhrotaoUi  ky  Bmakt^SabbBd*- 

JRAWtoteswcilod^ 

A.LLAN  now  felt  teomfied  lest  he  abauld  he  de- 
tained in  the  factory  until  an  oppwtotaify  occurrejd 
of  sending  him  to  his  oregiment  hx  India.  He  tbere* 
foi^e  slipped  on  board  of  a  brig  helonging  io  th^ 
colony  of  Boston,  then  lying  sear  Uie  factory,  and 
whidi  was  chartered  for  Caietitta^  and  aaked  the  ^ 
ca^ain  on  wfaai;  terms  he  would  take  hit»  as  a  pas- 
senger.   The  c^tain  mentioned  a  certain  9uw>  hift 
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iiiSed  i^t  the  ^^tetmxveot  hairing  hiixr  fflay  occa- 
iftottally  he  considered  would  be  his  best  reeom- 
praoe^  He  was  then  ready  for  sea^  but^pcomi^d  ta< 
ivait  a  day  loio^r,  and  to  said  a  boat  ^  take  1dm 
OD  board  at  a  particidur  time  aod  plaee. 

Ailaa  i^umed  to  the  factory  delisted  with  the: 
ssece»s  of  his  negoaiation.  When  his  mastasdied^ 
lie  thought  it  proper  to  appropriate  to  himself  wdhat^ 
ilL0Bey  he  found  about  htm,  BSS^ufsown^p&kBt&m  hi^ 
^x^  oare  a^nd  trmible.  Next  da^,  Mie  derk  wfaa^ 
naiuiged  the  fianeral  took  aisehedi!de  of  tite  eflfeeta^ 
<)f  the  deceased;  ^and  was  about  padking  up  hia^ 
doatha;  bat  Allan  objected  that  his  linen,  &c,  was^ 
^firty,  proposing  to  get  thaxi  washed.  To  tibis  the? 
<ta&  ap!eed;<  and  st  night,  Allan  contrived/  to  g£ft 
otw  the  wall  of  the  factory  with  his  phinda?,  and, 
Siidin^the  boat  waiting  as  agreed  upon^  was  sc^ 
<»  board  of  the  vessel,  which  shotdy  after  dl?o^^< 
down^  the  riv^r  Taa. 

Whiie  the  trevr  were  weighing  the  «ichor,  a 
€ldMse  mandarifi  with  aeveiial  atteodaiitei  came  on 
iKxird;  when  Allan  was  sea*eted^  lest  he  should  be 
detained  aiul  sent  back  to  the  English  factory* 
The  place  in  whieh  he  was  hid  was  so  confined,  and: 
the'  weatiier  so  sukry,  that  his  situation  wa8>  most 
^sagreeaMe;  and  although  tixe  distance  wa«  not 
^esab  from  Canton  to  the  moutb  of  the  ri^er,.  and 
the  wmd  was  fair,  yet  he  declared  that  he  would 
sooner  ha^e  undertaken  a  seccmd  voyage  from  Eng* 
iMd  tO'  Ibidia,  thaa  have  cohtiaued  ia  such  misery 
anotller  hour ;  for  when  the  mandarin  left  the  ship, 
he  was  so  exhausted,  that,  in  order  to  recover  iuip, 
th«y  were  obUg^  to  oaiiry  h^n^  i^pjeai  deck 
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Next  day,  as  they  were  pursuing  their  course  In 
the  Chinese  sea»  Allan  asked  the  captain  for  the 
bundle  that  he  had  entrusted  to  his  care  whai  at 
Canton.  Without  hesitation,  he  went  to  the  ealnn. 
'  to  bring  it,  but  speedily  returned,  and,  with  w^U-. 
feigned  astonishment,  s^d  it  was  gone,  and  that  he, 
had  no  doubt  but  that  it  had  be^i  stolen  by  the 
Chinese  soldiers.  James  was  convinced  that  the 
captain  was  uttering  a  fals^ood ;  but  he  was  placed 
in  such  a  situation,  that  he  durst  not  even  seem  to 
suspect  his  veracity.  He  determined,  however,  to 
be  revenged  before  he  quitted  the  vessel,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  pretended  severe  indisposition ;  for 
he  knew  that  the  captain  was  passionatdy  fond  di 
pipe-music,  and  he  was^  resolved  not  to  gratify  W«k 

When  they  had  reached,  the  Bay  of  Bengal^  ^fid, 
were  near  the  termination  of  their  voyage,  tl^,  *#?»- 
^l,  which  was  old  and  crazy,  sprang  a  les^k,  so  that 
it  required  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  crew  to  pre* 
vent  her  from  sinking.  But  Allan,  who  was  never 
partial  to  labour,  considered  his  scheme  at  this  junc^. 
ture  to  be  peculiarly  fortunate,  as  it  saved  him  frcnxi 
toiling  at  the  pump.  The  weather  at  last  becoming 
moderate,  they  arrived  safe  at  Calcutta. 

As  soon  as  the  vessel  had  cast  anchor,  a  native, 
officer  of  the  port  was  put  on  board  the  vessel,  who 
spoke  tolerably  good  English,  and  of  whom  Allan 
made  enquiry  if  there  was  a  probability  of  his 
reaching  any  place  to  which  caravans  resorted  frcmi 
Europe.*    The  /officer  informed  him  th4t ;  ^e  bad 

'  *  Allan  says  that ''  a  native  officer"  was  sent  on  board  tbe  vessdl^ 
wUch  circuxnstanoe  affords  anotker  presumptive  pvo«f  o£  tlie  £de* 
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heard  the  ^Russians  traded  with  the  Tartars,  and 
that  caravans  fram  that  country  resorted  to  Samarv 
caad ;  hat  that  it  lay  at  so  great  a  distance  as  would 
deter  any  individual  from  undertaking  the  journey, 
ijor  did  he  believe  that  any  person  ever  made  the 
attempt  from  that  quarter.    But  when  home  was 
the  object,  James  was  not  to  be  so  easily  deterred 
from  his  design.     Besides,  being  ignorant  of  the 
distance,  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  character 
rf  the  people,  he  saw  nothing  terrific  in  the  enters 
{Hize;  but  concluded  that  his  address,  arid  his  mu- 
ttcal  talents,  would  always  render  him  a  welcome 
viffltor,  while  the  perpetual  shifting  of  the  scene 
would  gratify  his  wandering  propensities,  and  ren- 
der the  journey  a  mere  pai^vme.     He  therefore  en- 
quired of  the  officer  the  best  route  to  Samarcand, 
and  was  directed  to  follow  the  course  of  the  Ganges 
to  Benares,  a  distance  of  upwards  of  four  hundred 
mifes,  and  then  to  cross  the  river  and  proceed  to 
Delhi ;  but  the  officer  was  unable  to  give  him  any 
&urther  intelligence. 

Allan  now  paid  the  captain  for  his  passage ;  but  as 
he  still  affected  indisposition,  he  asked  leave  to  sleep 
on  board  until  he  could  procure  a  situation. .  To  this 
proposal  the  captain  agreed,  provided  he  paid  him  a 


Ixty  of  lais  narratiye ;  for>  at  this  time^  the  English  weife  kept  in  a 
state  of  great  restraint  and  dependence  by  the  native  powers^  to 
wkom  they  paid  heavy  duties.  In  the  year  1756^  Snrajah  Dowlah 
confined  140  English  ^prisatiers  jn  the  black  hole  prison^  of  whom 
only  23  came  out  alive^  and  most  of  these  died  of  a  putrid  feva*. 
The  snbseqtieut' success  of  the  English  under  C^ve  established  oinr 
-power  in  the  province  of  Bengal,'  since  when  the  city  of  Calcutta 
Jbas  risen  mart  ra|^y'in  popnlatton,  wealths  and  megmficence* 
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fupee  every  tiBoe  he  eame  on  beard;  itUan  i 
^  god  went  on  shore,  where  he  played  m  aa  Ibbt 
$01  day,?^  and  returned  to  the  diiip  at  night  Nexi^ 
BioniiBg,  die  captain  went  on  4hore  before  he  arose ;, 
but  the  mate»  who  had  <|iiarrdied  wkh  tine  naasteiv 
inforixied  AUian  that  be  had  gooe  to^  their  men^antf^ 
decked  out  in  all  the  finery  whi^  he  pretendedr 
the  Chinese  had  stcden^  ai3id  tkit  he.  woidd  xetum  as 
driuik  as  a  sow«  AUan  thanked  the  mate  for  hia^ 
information*  and  treated  him:  with  a  bottle  of  IjM** 
don  porter  which  he  had'  bron^t  oi^  booni  As  her 
could  trust  to  this  man'«  eomnivaflEioe,  he  waited  pin 
tiently  till  the  eaptain  retucned,  jiust  in  the  stafe^ 
that  waa  anticipated  Wh^i  asleep^  Allae  put  Uor 
aeheme  oi  retaliation  into  ex^uticHi :  he  packed  iip» 
the  idioaths  in  whidbb  the  captain  had  bee»  figuriiiigi^ 
witfab  aH  his  fine  liaen  imd  tile  money  imt  his  chesty 
and,  by  hudng  a  beat,  gpt  saMf  on  shfice ;  whiler 
the  eiew  were,,  by  a  acheroe  of  the  nist^s,:  distaififtdi 
b^w  dviridag. 

Allan  avoided  the  English  factory,  bdft  waikedi 
amartty  along  af  rood  whidi  borda'a  upon  the 
Ganges.  Wh^i  dayltgjht  began?  to  i^pear,,  he  aa^. 
oendedi  a  tve^,  in  order  to  avoid  Tenomous  reptilea. 
md  the  observatie»  of  patm»geni.    Being  seated  inr 


>  *  Caf^t^kk  Fonsiesi  bl0  of  Bil^dMn  in.  NorthlBnilMflland;  meil 
witk AUw ia GaknitU.  Oa edtenng^ an msky  he peroemd* ptt4^ 
80n>  fUfingi  «n  th9'  p)p«9'l0«'mwierQii4*o<inifmiii|t  of  Mtosn^aak 
iliBti»|dy.TCflo0uBed  kiflf  «M  Aievd  im  tiubinmBanaaB^  tiky  haidngp 
bod)  U^e4  ia  tfi#  viOttg^^C  H#pplo>.  audi  had«.  boetLoompaiifai&ariak* 
thoir  yovttgjMT  yoMv  Ther  c^ej^/Um  colbd  luaroddc^  sad  tnatoA' 
Um  kkdly;  but  itell  kaowini^  Us  obaraMeriml  HspcMm^hm 
depaJPtaiwiUll0atrmdii^gIula6dM^  - 
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fi  isemire  fKisitkii,  he  cnjo^d  a  Mund  %\eep,  mA^ 
mwdbe  m  the  evening  when  .be  ««uiQied  his  tbtmet 
4K>urtse.  In  die  montin^  iie  readied  ft  Hindoo  vfl« 
lage;  trnd,  wantiiig  a  ifaBeflddMt,  he  tried  Aether 
tine  ottradtiotis  of  iniuie  would  procure  him  one, 
ttsd  /bE^n  to  pldy  lon  \m  Itti^mt  pipe.  He  was 
meoa  munounded  ij^/lhe  Vittagors;  and,  after  pl£^» 
jaag  seveirad  tuneB,  be  signified  that  he  wanted  vie^ 
jtualfi.  In  a  few  imputes  lie  was  furnished  with  a 
mffidentiy  to  ha^e  served  bim  a  week ;  but  as  he 
aiso  wanted  akep  and  Best,  die  deemed  kt  prudent  to 
jreDooon  with  diese  fisendly  people  till  next  Booming. 
3Baidy  in  the  evenmg,  iie  was  oonvejed  «o  a  ][daee 
mhetii  ijie  na^;^  lepvise.* 

■4  Durifflg^  this  journey,  AUam;  was  delighted  to  find 
jtibat,  by  Bsii^  the  -Gipsy  language,  he  was  *sufll- 
tfieittty  weil  imdeMbDad  by^Aie  Hindoos.  In  Wbomt 
<ftiMfitfa,^he  reachsd'  Benares,  wfaidh  he  tiioughta 
^efi^tfol  plape.    jlf tet  irestisig  here  for  a  Igsw  day^s. 


*  Hindostan  has  ever  been  oejebrated  for  affordiijiig  ccmyenieiit 
accommodations  to  the  traveller^  who  seldom  fails^  at  the  distajace 
of  eight  or  ten  miles,  to  meet  with  a  public  lodging,  or  a  TeBervdr 
of  water,  where  he  may  quench  his  thirst,  and  perform  his  wonted 
^aUf^tiopft.-  ^a^^lM^  #]?ea,  cMKtoij^ii^  «ever4l  smaU^upwiments, 
^  «ppjl^pi^u^d  fo  tbe  iiaorof  trtaF«Akv9,  in;eTer^.«iittidieTiiiitevfl- 
JagBf  The  statioa^iry  p^i^wtA  of  1^  ^ei'suce/  xisay  of  wdHtm  are 
'females,  ^W^noach  thjB  sf^aoger  oiftrhis  €iiitraiic^  itnd  ex^patiato^  in 
t)io  nost  aUp3<^  mai^iier,  «poB  ^e  i^ari^lia  oxoeOiencicA  of  .  idwir 
,fM¥eral  lodgiags.  Wl^ia  jthe  chmoe  is  miide,  » 'hod  iis  piwpared  iw 
UaTopoM,  a  fife  |a  t>roug^t  for  jiis  aMisewient,  and  the  «ttlihaxy 
alieoaijs  «uro  cleaned  prerioBS  to  hfe  repast.  The  ohargas  are  ex- 
tronoly  reasoaaUe ;  4^  ;if  Ahe  tm^ieUer  is  inoluiod  to  i»ditlge  him- 
•elf«  ^  ad^itioa  of  three-poaoe  to  Ua  ordiaary  adknowladgQieat 
11^  jpe^uire  a  stti)Pipta«u&  favo* 
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^he  took  hid  passage  across  the  Ganges;  but  on 
offering  to  pay  the  Usual  fare,  the  two  wat^men 
told  him,  that  as  they  were  going  to  the  other*  side 
for  a  load  of  rice,  they  would  make  no  charge,  in 
return  for  this  civility,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
indulge  them  with  a  tune  on  the  pipes ;  but  whan 
he  began  to  play,  the  watermen  drew  their  paddies 
into  the  boat,  as  if  afraid  to  lose  a  single  note.  He, 
however,  soon  had  reason  to  repent  of  his  liberality; 
for,  on  reaching  the  shore,  they  refused  to  perfioit 
him  to  land.  On  enquiring  their  reascoi  for  such 
conduct,  they  told  him  they  meant  him  no  harm, 
but  in  order  to  gratify  their  friends,  they  designed 
to  take  him  back  to  Benares  for  a  single  n%lit,  for 
which,  they  assured  him,  lie  would  be  amply  com* 
.pensated.  Allan,  who,  in  cases  of  great  emergency, 
trusted  more  to  address  and  the  swiftness  of  .Ids 
feet  than  to  strength  of  arm,  seemed  to  coiitsent  to 

.  the  ^proposition  without  the  least  apparent  reluct 
1ai)ce,  until  observing  that  they  had  a  short  distance 
to  go  for  their  loading,  while  they  were ,  so  em- 
ployed, he  sprang  out  of  the  boat,  and  was  soon  oujt 

'  of  their  reach.*  , 

*  The  anxiety  of  tlie  poot  boaf m^ii  fa  obtaiil  a  dfeap  aikiusem.enft. 
for  their  friends  was  very  natural^  as  n<M^  bat  the  vw^  wealthy 
Hindoos  ean  afford  to  hire  musicians  and  dancers,  of  whom*  the 
Toluptaous  natives  are  yery  fond.    The  dancing  girls  are  toleiiated 

\eoiirtezans^  who  are  always  accompanied  hf  mmddttik,  pia^g  on 
instruments  resembling  the  guitar  and  vioKn. '  These  singiflg-^tif^ 
and  singing-women  are  hired  at  festivals  and  granci  soletiiiiStii^j 

•amoi^  all^seots  aiid  professions  in  India*  Many  of  the  dancing-r 
girls  are  exinremely  delicate  in-  their  persons,  soft  and  tegMitia 
their  features,  with  a  form  ai  perfect  symmetry;  attd  althbti^ 
dedicated  from  infuicy  to  this  professioh^  they  in  general  pr&i&rt% 
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Allan  now  began  to  p^ceivie  that  the  country^  as 
he  advanced,  grew  more  desolate,  and  was  thinly 
iiAaUted  by  a  poor  but  kind  people.  After  a  te- 
dious journey,  he  reached  Delhi,  and  was  astonished 
to  find  mote  than  one  half  of  so  magnificent  a  city 
in  ruins.  However,  having  entered  a  handsome 
street,  he  began  to  play  on  the  Italian  pipe ;  whep 
a  person  approadked,  who  conducted  him  into  a 
spacious,  elegant  room,  where  a  large  company  was 
smoking  and  sipping  cofiee.  Here  he  played  nearly 
two  hours,  when  the  audience  rewarded  him  by  a 
voluntary  contribution,  wMdh  far  exceeded  his  ex- 
pertations.  The  landlord  also  offered  him  lodgings 
gratis,  which  he  accepted,  and  remained  here  about 
three  weeks,  during  which  time  his  performances 
vrere  attended  by  great  numbers  of  people,  and  he 
was  enabled  to  purchase  many  useful  articles  that 
he  wanted.  But  his  propensity  for  intrigue,  even 
in  a  strange  country,  drove  him  from  a  pleasant  and 
hospitable  city.  He  had  obtained  a  few  glimpses 
of  his  hostfs  young  wife,  and  he  thougbt  tliat  he 
had  never  seen  any  creature  so  delicate,  beautiful, 
and  ebarming ;  while  he  imagined  her  eye  beamed 


a  dsdency  and  modesty  in  their  demeanor  wMch  is  fnore  likely  to 
allure  than  the  shameless  effrontery  o£  similar  characters  in  other 
countries.  Their  dances  require  great  attention^  from  the  dancers' 
feeft  being  hui^  with  small  bells,  which  act  in  concert  with  thtf 
nnuic.  Two  ^lis oisually  perform  at  the  same  time:  their  stepf 
are  not  ao  active  <»r  masy  as  ours>  but  much  more  interesting;  aa 
the  song,  the  music^  ^-and  the  motions  of  the  dance^  combine  to  ex- 
press We^  hope^  jealousy^  despair^  .and  the  passions  so  well  Iniowa 
tolovers^  and  very  easy  to  be  understood  by*  those,  who  are  igno* 
nnt  of  other  hmgaages. 

7  T 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


146  LIFE   OF 

upon  him  with  desire  and  tenderness.  Under  this 
impression,  he  watched  a  favourable. opportunity, 
when  he  boldly  intruded  into  her  private  apajpt- 
ment,  and  on  his  knees  declared  his  love.  But 
judge  of  his  surprise  on  finding  that  this  enchanting 
Indian  received  his  dishonourable  propo3al  with 
anger  and  indignation.;  and  he  retired  greatly 
alarmed  at  her  threats  of  informing  her  husbwd  of 
his  baseness.  No  time  was  to  be  lost  He  fleW  to 
his  chamber,  snatched  up  his  knapsadk,  and  in  a 
short  time  was  on  his  road  to  Lahor. 

The  country  upon  which  he  now  entered  wa$,  in 
his  opinion,  the  finest  in  the  world.  During  many 
days,  he  travelled  in  an  avenue  of  lofty  and  shady 
trees.  He  forgot  the  names  pf  many  towns  which 
he  entered ;  but  at  length  he  began  to  cross  the 
Snowy  Mountains,  when  the  inhabitants  became 
very  susjncious  and  ferocious.     On  entering  a  y^ 

^  lage,  he   saw  about   twenty   men   lying   on  the 

-ground,  who,  on  seeing  him^  rose,  shouted,  and  be*p 

gan  to  poke  him  with  the  shafts  of  their  spears. 

Allan  roared  for  mercy  in  English  and  Sanscrit, 

which  was  answered  by  loud  laughter ;  when  a  tail, 

^  majestic-looking  young  man  pushed  forward,  took 

,  nim  under  his  protection,  and  led  him  to  his  hut. 
Julian  was  pleased  to  find  that  his  protector  was  a 
cliief,  and  could  speak  the  language.  He  expressed 
his  gratitude  in  every  way  possible,  and,  after  being 
ifefreshed,  played  some  tunes  on  the  hautboy.  The 
youth's  aged  father  and  his  wives  were  particulioly 
pleased  with  the  music,  and  the  old  man  examined 
til|»  instrument  with  all  the  curiosity  of  a  child. 

,  Finding  thac  he  could  produce  sounds^  he  asked 
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Allan  to  sefl  it  to  him ;  when,  considering  his  criti- 
cal situation,  he  presented  it  to  the  aged  amateur^ 
who  continued  his  attempts  to  play  until  the  family 
retired  to  reist. 

The  young  cshief,  on  being  informed  by  Allan 
I  that  he  intended  to  travel  to  Europe^  represented 
fte  project  as  almost  impossible,  and  advised  him  to 
fetum.  Finding,  however;  that  Allan's  resolution 
was  fixed,  he  informed  him  that  next  day  he  set 
out  on  a  journey  in  the  direction  of  Samarcand,  and 
that,  as  far  as  he  weftt,  he  would  furnish  him  with 
ahorse  and  hii^  protection. 

Allan  accompanied  the  friendly  chief  for  several 
days,  during  which  he  suffefred  severely  from  cold 
and  fatigue.  •  Though  reckoned  a  good  horseman 
In  England,  -he  could  sc&rcely  keep  up  with  the 
Tartars ;    and  though  much  accustomed  to  hard 
•living  in  the  open  air,  yet  he  found  it  very  unplea- 
sant to  sleep  without  a  tent,  or  any  covering  except 
a  single  blanket.    The  only  food  of  tlie  chief  anct         • 
his  attendants  was  vetches  and  tares,  hastily  parch- 
ed; and  had  it  not  been  for  an  occasional  cup  of-  ' 
their  spirits,  Allah  declared  that  he  could  not  have              j 
sustmned  the  joinrney.    At  last,  the  chief  came  to  e      ^       j 
village  which  terminated  his  journey;  when  Allan 
was  dismissed  with  many  directions,  and  presented 
with  a  blanket,  and  a  leather  bottle  Capable  of  con^ 
taining  two  quarts;  in  return  for  which  he  pre- 
sented his  protector  with,  a  good  watch,    which 
happened  to  be  in  the  captain's  pocket  when  h^  left 
the  ship  at  Calcutta. 

Having  gone  forward  on  his  lonely  journey -for  ^ 
two  days,  subsisting  on  the  provisions,  the  ^ief  had 
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given  him,  he  at  length  reached  a  Tartar  village; 
when  seeing  a  party  of  men  advance  with  angry 
looks,  he  darted  behind  a  ^oup  of  young  females, 
and  began  to  play  on  the  Italian  pipe.  The  females 
appeared  surprised  and  delighted,  and,  surrounding 
him,  spoke  to  the  men  with  entreating  gestures^ 
He  continued  to  play  for  some  time,  amidst  the 
frolicksome  gambols  of  a  crowd  of  boys  and  young 
children ;  after  which  he  was  amply  supplied  with 
food,  and  led  to  a  place  of  repose. 

But  the  sullen  looks  and  threatening  glances  of 
the  men  determined  Allan  to  escape  as  soon  as  pes* 
sible.  He  therefore  creipt  softly  out  of  the  hut, 
and,  on  regaining  the  open  country,  walked  on 
with  all  his  speed,  until,  overcome  by  fatigue,  he 
sunk  down  amongst  some  long  grass,  and  enjoyed  a 
sound  sleep.  After  travelling  all  day,  he  sat  down 
to  rest,  and,  on  arising,  was  alarmed  at  the  appear^ 
ance  of  a  party  of  Tartars  on  horseback.  On  com- 
ing up,  one  of  them  dismounted,  and  cut  the  strapr 
of  his  knapsack,  on  which  two  others  also  dis« 
mounted;  but  the  leader  rode  up;  and  ordered 
them  to  desist  Thus,  in  one  moment  he  lost  all 
the  fine  doaths  he  had  carried  from  CaLcutta^  and 
very  narrowly  escaped  being  stripped  to  the  skin* 
His  pipes  were  in  the  blanket,  which  he  carried  like 
a  plaid ;  and  his  money  was  sewed  in  the  waistband 
of  his  trowsers. 

On  approaching  a  village  guarded  by  these  robbers, 

Allan  began  to  play  upon  his  pipe ;  when  a  crowd  of 

women  and  children  came  out,  ££nd  surrounded  him 

^^  with  wild  shouts  of  joy.    On  passing  a  large  stone, 

he  was  desired  by  signs  to  sit  down^  when  he  was. 
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compelled  to  play,  until,  being  completely  ex- 
hausted, he  fell  senseless  on  the  ground.  On  reco- 
vering,  he  found  two  aged  women  washing  his  face. 
They  immediately  offered  him  food,  of  wMch  he 
ate  sparingly*  Being  shewn  to  .a  place  of  rest,  he 
slept  until  t|ie  morning;  when  a  Tartar  entered, 
and  presented  him  with  a  bowl  of  sour  milk,  which 
he  drank  with  expressions  of  gratitude.  The  Tar- 
tar', who  had  resided  some  years  in  the  south,  was 
better  informed  than  the  rest  of  his  countrymen, 
and  coul4  speak  a  little  Hindostanie.  He  told 
Allan  that  he  had  obtained  the  promise  of  his  chief 
to  protect  him,  advised  him  to  remain  cheerfully 
for  three  days,  and  promised  that  he  would  then 
introduce  him  to  some  camel-drivers,  who  would 
bring  him  to  Samarcand. 

Allan  gratefully  accepted  this  advice.  He  played 
almost  incessantly  during  three  days,  and  then  set 
out  with  his  disinterested  friend.  They  had  not 
travelled  above  five  hours  till  they  perceived  the 
CMnels  advancing  in  the  direction  of  their  route. 
Alktn  pulled  off  the  gold  wristband  buttons  which 
he  wore,  and  presented  them  to  his  guide.  After 
considerable  entreaty,  the  drivers  consented  to  fur- 
nish Allan  with  provisions,  provided  he  would 
assist  in  loading  and  unloading  the  camels.  The 
friendly  Tartar  now  returned;  and  he  was  left 
with  his  new  associates,  who  appeared  to  be  as  dull 
and  more  stupid  than  the  animals  they  drove. 

Allan  could  nev^  with  patience  relate  the  hard- 
ships  he  suffered  in  this  journey.  He  was  subjected 
to  the  severest  drudgery,  and  was  very  scantily  fed 
on  bkck  bread  and  dirty  water.    In  the  dreadful 
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sandy  deserts  which  he  now  passed,  death  often 
stared  him  in  the  face;  and  he  was  twice  on  the 
point  of  being  suffocated  by  the  terrible  and  poison- 
ous wind  that  swept  along  the  trackless  desert. 
One  of  the  camels  sunk  under  his  load,  when  he 
was  killed,  and  above  three  gallons  of  water  was 
found  in  the  animal's  stomach,  which,  with  its  fleshy 
was,  Allan  believed,  the  cause  of  saving  their  lives. 
After  much  dreadful  suffering  and  pain,  the  whole 
party  arrived  at  the  much-wished-for  city  of  Sa- 
marcand^  where  they  were  told  that  a  Russian  cara- 
van was  then  forming. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Allan  agrees  to  accompany  a  Russian  Caravan — Lives  happily  in  Samarcand — De» 
part9  after  the  Caravan — Arrives  at  a  barbarous  Village— Protected  by  a  Pensile 
— Escapes — Discovers  the  Body  of  a  murdered  Officer— Perfbrms  an  Act  of 
Humanity— Finds  and  assists  a  wounded  Russian— Overtakes  the  Caravan—* 
Dreadful  Sufferings  in  the  Desert — Enters  the  Russian  Efominions — Reaches 
JlCoscow— Dangerous  Connection — Entertained  by  a  Band  of  Gipnes^-Seor  by 

-  a  Russian  Colonel  to  St  Petersburgh — His  Folly  and  4jfratitude— Fliei  on 
Board  a  Merchant  Vesset 

• 

Allan,  on  entering  Samarcand,  left  his  travel- 
ling companions  without  ceremony  or  regret.  See- 
ing a  party  of  men  carrying  merchandise  in  a  certain 
direction,  he  followed  them  without  the  city,  where 
he  beheld  an  encampment.  The  men  having  depo- 
sited their  loads,  he  mixed  amonjgst  them,  saying  to 
every  decent  person, he  saw,  "England."    At  last;  a 

* 
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man  answered  him  in  broken  English,  an4  ask^ 
ij^hat  he  wanted.     The  overjoyed  Allan  enquired  if^^ 
this  was  the  Russian  caravan ;  and,  on  receiving  ^a 
reply  in  the  aflBrmative,  he  gave  him  a  pi^ee  of 
money,  and  begged  to  be  introduced  to  the  officer 
who  had  the  power  to  treat  with  passengers.    The 
man  imipediately  led  him  back  into  the  city,  and 
acted  as  interpreter  between  him  and  the  officer, 
who  occupied  a  very  commodious  house.     The  in- 
terview was  brief;  for  Allan  offered  all  the  money 
he  had  brought  from  Calcutta,  for  leave  to  accom- 
pany the  caravan,  and  sustenance  in  the  deserts;- 
fw,  said  he,  "  I  can  provide  for  myself  wherever 
there  are  inhabitants."     The  officer  agreed  to  the 
proposal,  and  further  offered  Allan  victuals  and 
lodgings  until  the  caravan  was  ready  to  start,  on 
condition  that  he  assisted  in  carrying  goods;  but 
James  answered  with  indignity,  "A  Border  piper 
never  needs  to  sjtoop  to  silavery;"  whiqh,  being  in- 
terpreted, the  Russian  officer  seefmed  astonished  at ._ 
the  pride  and  poverty  of  his  new  passenger.  ■  .  *' 

Having  settled  this  business,  Allan  examined 
many  of.  the  public  coffee-houses,  or  places  of  enteir- 
tainment  in  the  city ;  and  having  selected  one,  he 
entered,  seated  himself,  and  begaii  to  play  one  of 
his  native  altd  plaintive  airs.  This  novel  and  un* 
expected  music  seemed  to  interest  the  company, 
who  listened  with  great  attention  and  decorum. 
Having  finished,  he  presented  his  hat  in  a  supplica- 
tory manner,  and  received  a  very  handsome  rejQi\i- 
neratjlon*  On  coming  out  of  the  room,  the  laqdlord 
offered  him  lodgings,  which  he  gladLy  accepted,; 
hut  in  a  few. days,  hi^  audien^  and  c6l|(Qct^Qn$ 
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l»^[aiijt<f  fall  off,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  visit 
other  parts  of  the  city,  where  his  music  might  at 
legist  possess  the  charms  of  novelty. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  caravan  at  Samar- 
cand,  he  thus  accumulated  a  sum  which  he  deemed 
sufficient  to  purchase  such  necessaries  as  might  be 
useful  on  his  journey ;  and  as  the  caravan  did  not 
advance  above  fifteen  miles  a  day,  he  delivered  his 
luggage  to  an  officer,  and  remained  behind  four 
days  after  its  departure.    Having  provided  some 
provisions,  and  received  directions  how  to  proceed, 
he  set  off,  and,  during  the  first  day,  travelled  over  a 
well  cultivated  country ;  but  on  the  next  day,  the 
country  assumed  a  barren  and  dreary  aspect.    How« 
ever,  he  was  kindly  entertained  in  the  evening  by  a 
tribe  of  good-natured  shepheids,  who  gave  him  di« 
rections  how  to  travel  by  the  sun,  or  by  the  stars^ 
(Miticming  him  against  the  bands  of  robbers  that 
^strolled  over  Ae  country.    Under  great  anstiety  of 
mind,  he  travelled  over  a  barren  countiy,  often  re- 
proaching himself  .with  his  folly  in  not  proceeding 
unda*  the  protection  <^  the  caravan.    On  the  after* 
noon  of  the  second  day,  he  entered  into  a  small 
Tartar  village,  the  inhabitai¥ts  (^  wMch  seemed  to 
be  miseraUy  poor.    As  usual,  he  began  to  play,  in 
seining  good  humour^  upmi  the  Italian  pi{)e,  when 
he  was  happy  to  peroeive  that  poverty  and  cheer- 
fiibiess  were  not  incompatible,  for  never  did  he 
meet  with  a  moiie  spirited  and  animated  people. 
Yet  their  appearan^ce  was  rude,  and  even  fwocious. 
Allan  signed  again  and  again  that  he  wanted 
drink  aiid  victuals,  but  was  answered  <sti^  by  the 
laughter  of  tfo?  i^iil^ren,  and  the  suspicious  wfais^ 
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ptting  of  the  men.    At  lengthy  a  deeentJooking 
ymiiig  woman*  brought  hkn   tmne  refreshment, 

^  The  famous  traveller  Ledyard  sap,  that  he  neyer^  in  any 
oimiitry^  addressed  a  woman  m  the  language  of  decency  and  sup-i 
jlioatioD^  bat  What  he  was  relieved.  Mr.  Park^  while  traversing 
tfie  deserts  ef  Africa,  was  much  in  want  of  refreshment.  By  the 
croaking  of  frogs,  he  discerned  his  near  approadi  to  some  itiuddy 
pools  of  water.  Here  he  allayed  his  thirst,  and  proceeded  on  until 
he  arrived  at  a  Foulah  village  called  ShriUa.  At  the  door  of  one 
of  the  huts  he  perceived  an  old  woman  spinning  cotton ;  he  made 
signs  to  her  that  he  was  hungry,  and  enquired  if  she  had  any  vio- 
tnala.  She  immediatdy  lai^  down  her  distaff,  and  in  the  Arabic 
tongue  desired  him  to  enter.  Seated  upon  the  floor,  he  received 
from  her  hospitable  hands  a  dish  of  kouskous,  of  which  he  made  a 
tolerable  meal ;  in  return  for  this  kindness,  he  gave  her  a  pocket 
handkerchief,  beting  at  the  same  time  a  little  corn  for  his  horse. 
Overcome  with  joy  at  this  unexpeeted  deliverance,  Mr.  Park  re-* 
fumed  his  grateful  a<jknowledgiAents  to  that  great  and  good  Beings 
who  had  so  kindly  spread  a  table  for  him  in  the  wilderness. 

On  another  occasion,  the  king  of  Bambarra  refused  to. permit 
him  to  enter  Se^,  his  capital ;  and  the  people  of  a  neighbouring 
village,  to  his  great  mortification,  refused  him  admittance  into  any 
house,  so  thsit  he  Was  obliged  to  sit  all  day  under  the  shade  of  a 
tree,  without  victuals.  About  sun-set,  as  he  Was  preparing  to  pas^ 
the  night  in  this  manner,  and  had  turned  his  horse  loose  that  he 
might  graze  at  liberty,  a  woman,  returning  from  the  labours  of  the 
field,  stopped  to*  observe  him,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  weary 
and  dejected,  enquired  into  his  situatl^iki,  which  being  explained, 
she  took  up  tl^e  bridle  dnd  saddle,  and  told  Mr.  Park  to  folUnf 
her.  Having  conducted  him  into  her  hut,  she  lighted  a  lamp> 
spread  a  mat  on  th6  floor,  and  told  him  that  he  might  remain  there 
for  the  night ;  she  presented  him  sdso  with  a  very  fine  fish,  half 
broiled.  Having  thus  performed  the  rites  of  hospitality,  she  called 
to:  the  female  pdM>  «f  her  faniily  4o  t^moie  t&^ir  tftsk  et  spmniisf 
ootton,  in  which  tte^  '^re  emlpioifei  gMat  pin  of  the  nighir. 
They  soothed  4beir  faMutr  by  iMOigs^  d»e  of  vAiiA  watf  eslli«Mpi>t«> 
aid  1^  Pnkf w«rtlMi^,«uJBgect  of  it.  TIm  air  t^af  ^sweet'ioid  fUku^ 
«M»;  atidttewuTii^  4iteMllytnuiAA^  w^siN$'«ii(iHWt^''Tlf 
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which,  as  he  had  fasted  all  day,  he  greedily  devour** 
ed,  and  then  recommenced  his  music.  After  sun- 
set, he  was  shewn  into  a  small,  miserable  hovel, 
where  was  a  little  withered  grass,  on  which  he  was 
desired  to  sleep.  An  unaccountable '  dread  now 
took  possession  of  his  mind,  which  prevented  him 
from  finding  that  repose  his  wearied  frame  so  much 
required;  and  he  lay  ruminating  on  the  dreary 
prospect  before  him,  for  it  appeared  equally  hazard-* 
ous  to  return  to  Samarcand,  as  to  follow  the  route 
of  the  caravan.  In  the  midst  of  his  reflections,, 
something  entered  the  door  of  his  hovel^  He  sup- 
posed it  to  be  some  of  the  Tartars  entering,  in  order 
to  rob  and  probably  murder  himV  and,  for  once  in 
his  life,  he  fervently  petitioned  his  Maker  for 
mercy  and  protection.  But  whilst  he  expected  to 
feel  the  stab  of  the  assassin,  a  soft  hand  enfolded 
his;  and,  on  looking  up,  he  saw  the  humane  girl 
who  had  supplied  his  wants  in  the  evening,,  st^nd* 
ing  at  his  side. 

This  agreeable  visitant  signed  to  him  to  rise  and 
be  silent.  He  instantly  obeyed,  and  "followed  his 
conductress  with  fear  and  trembling.  They  both 
walked  forward  with  great  expedition ;  when  Allan 
began,  by  words  assisted  by  signs,  for  he  had 
learned  some  part  of  the  language  of  the  country, 
to  express  his  gratitude  to  his  compassionate  deli- 
verer.    She,  in  answer,  said  that  he  would  do  well 

winds'  roared  and  the  rains  fell.  The  poor  white  man^  faint  and 
weary^  cftme ,  and  sat  under  our  tree.  He  has  no  mother  to  bring 
him  milk,  no  wife. to  grind  his  corn.-— CAor««.  Let  us  pity  the 
white  man,  no  mother  has  he,"  &c.  In  the  momijig,  Mr.  Parii 
presented  his  benevolent  hastisss  with  tW4»  brass  waiifcdoat-biittons* 
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to  avoid  her  countrymen  in  future,  and  that  he  had 
had  a  very  narrow  escape.  After  walking  a  few  - 
miles,  the  girl  halted,  and  presented  him  with  a 
quantity  of  dates;  when  Allan  took^a  handsome 
shawl  from  his  bosom,  and  tied  it  round  her  shoul- 
ders. He  then  kissed  her,  and  found  her  tears  fall 
upon  his  cheek ;  but  her  decided  manners,  snd  the 
dread  of  being  followed,  effectually  prevented  him 
from  attempting  to  practise  upon  her  weakness. 

In  the  morning,  Allan  lay  down  upon  the  sand, 
arid  enjoyed  a  sound  deep,  after  which  he  resumed 
his  joumef^.  Next  day,  he  entered  a  broken  coun- 
trjT,  covered  with  rocks  and  trees  of  stunted  growth. 
About  noon,  he  perceived  a  fine-looking  horse 
standing  at  a  short  distance  from  the  path  he  was 
pursuing ;  and,  imagining  that  it  might  have  strayed 
from  a  Tartar  encampment,  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  harm  in  appropriating  it  to  his  own  use,  by 
which  means  he  would  soon  be  enabled  to  overtake 
the  caravan.  He  therefore  hastened  towards  the 
spot,  but  was  struck  with  horror  when  he  beheld  a 
man,  whose  dress  bespoke  him  of  superior  rank, 
lying  on  the  ground  mangled  in  a  shocking  manner, 
whilst  his  horse  stood  as  if  lamenting  the  loss  of  his 
mast^.  Allan  found  that  the  spark  of  life  was  ex- 
tinct; and,  thinking  that  the  gentleman's  horse, 
and  what  property  might  be  about  his  person,  was 
equally  free  to  him  as  to  the  wandering  Tartars,  he 
was  on-  the  point  of  searching  his  pockets,  when  he 
perceived  several  horsemen  advancing  .at  great 
speed.  Fortunately  for  Allan,  a  small  thicket  was 
at  no  great  distance,  to  which  he  crawled  on  his 
faftrids  and  knees,  and  placed  himself  in  such  a.situ« 

4 
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ation  that  he  could  not  be  observed.  One  of  the 
troop  alighted  from  his  steed,  and  stripped  the 
corpse  entirely  naked;  after  which  th^  treated  the 
lifeless  body  w^th  every  indignity  tiiat  barbarism 
could  suggest  They  then  departed^  taldi^  wdtti 
them  the  horse  which  Allan  had  so  much  coveted. 

The  robbers,  much  to  Allan's  satij^ictlon^  retired 
in  the  same  direction  that  he  had  travelled.  Wh^ti 
they  were  out  of  sight,  he  approached,  scgniped  4 
hole  in  the  sand,  and  covered  the  body  as  wcill  as 
circTunstances^  would  permit.  Having'  perfocm^ 
this  act  of  humanity,  he  walked  on  with  a  feding 
of  satisfaction ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded  far  unti) 
he  espied  a  horse  recently  killed,  and  the  blood  still 
oozing  from  a  wound  in  its  diest,  and  at  t^e  same 
time  heard  the  groans  of  a  human  being  in  d]|^||e88« 
Allan  stood  fearful  and  irresolute,  dreading  to  wit* 
ness  another  scene  of  hoscror;  yet  he  could  not 
think  of  leaving  a  fellow  creature  in  such  a  sitna^ 
tion  without  rendering  hiro  scwne  assistance.  Ite 
therefore  walked  aside,  and  discovered  a  man  en* 
tirdy  naked,  bruised^  and  bloody,  with  his  hmidsr 
secured  behind  his  back«  Allan  instantly  unbou^df 
the  poor  creature ;  and  as  he  always  carried  his  lea^ 
tJier  bottle,  which  at  that  time  was  fortunately  fur^ 
nished  with  water,  he  poured  some  of  it  dQvm  his. 
throat,  and  bathed  his  temples,  which  greatly  re- 
vived him.  He  then  tcre  part  of  his  shirt,  and, 
dressed  a  sabre  wound  in  the  shoulder  oi  this  un^ 
fortunate  being.  On  examining  his  features,  he- 
was  greatly  surprised  to  find  him  tlie  same  persc^ 
who  had'  interpreted  between  himself  and  the  Ilii»- 
fsaon  officer,  when  he  agreed  to  travel  with  tbe  ap»?: 
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▼ai)  at  Samarcand,  and  who»  he  understood,  Had 
heeiR  secvunt  to  a  gendeman  who  resided  two  years 
m  England^  where  he  had  picked  up  a  smattering 
of  ihe  language.  The  man  also  recollected  Allani 
s^pe»ed  extremely  thankful  and  grateful  for  his 
kmdness,  aadi  informed  him  that  his  master  was 
detained  ^  Samarcand  on  particular  business ;  bat 
being  weU  mounted,  they  knew  that  they  could 
oYertake^  their  countrymen  in  a  few  days,  but  were 
attacked  by  a  banditti,  one  of  whom  ru&^ed  behind 
lus  master  and  stabbed  him.  As  he  could^  render 
him  no  assisl^nee,  he  endeavoured  to  save  his  own 
Hfe-by  ij^t,  but  wias  pursued  by  the  whole  party, 
and  soon  overtaken.  He  believed  that  they  had  no 
design  of  killing  his  horse,  but  it  had  fortunately 
?eaij|||.  at  the  moment  one  of  the  fellows  Erected  a 
How  at  him,  which  entered  the  animal's  chest:  » 
seciHad  struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  brought 
him  to  the  ground ;  when  the  ruffians,  as  a  puni^lu- 
Bfient  for  the  loss  of  the  hprse,  after  stripping  hiip, 
bound  him,  and  left  him  to  perish. 

Allan  then  related  the  whole  transaction  he  had 
witnessed^  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  disposed 
of  his  master^s  body,  at  which  the  man  appearai 
m^uch  a£Eected.  He  then  fuanished  himi  with  part 
of  his  dboaths,.  and  they  proceeded  on  their  journey ; 
but  the  Russian  was  sa  weak  through  loss  of  blood, 
that  their  progress  was  very  slow.  They  had,  how- 
ever, taken  the  precaution  to  cut  and  take  with 
them  a  portion  of  the  horse's  flesh,  wishing 'to  avoid 
the  Tartars  as  muck  as  possible. 

Thus  they  travelled  during  two  days,  when  they 
£all  in  with  a  tmydlling  tribe  of  shepherds,  to  whom 
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Allan's  companion  related  his  sufferings.  These 
hospitable  people  gave  them  food,  and  one  of  their 
women  dressed  the  Russian's  wounds  with  a  slight 
poultice  of  herbs.  Allan  gave  her  a  silk  handker- 
chief in  return,  which  seemed  to  give  great  pleasure 
to  the  whole  tribe.  On  resuming  their  journey, 
they  came  to  a  wide  river,  which  Allan  could  easily 
have  passed ;  but  he  could  not  think  of  abandoning 
a  fellow  creature  in  that  inhospitable  place,  where 
he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  fallen  a  prey  to 
want  and  despair.  There  luckily  happened  to  be 
some  trees  growing  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  one 
of  which  he  ascended,  and  broke  off  a  number  of 
branches,  which  he  bound  as  securely  together  as 
possible  with  long  twisted  grass.  Upon  this  float 
he  placed  the  wounded  man,  and  with  great  fatigue: 
shoved  it  before  him  to  the  other  side ;  but  they 
were  carried  by  the  strength  of  the  current  at  least 
half  a  mile  doMm  the  river.  The  poor  Russian 
wept  for  joy  on  landing,  and  thanked  his  deliverer 
in  the  most  grateful  manner ;  nor  did  he  neglect  to 
acknowledge  his  obligations  to  several  saints,  £rom 
whom  he  had  solicited  assistance  when  in  the  gr^t- 
est  danger. 

Six  hours  having  been  expended  on  this  opera- 
tion, they  did  not  overtake  the  caravan  until  the 
following  evening.  The  principal  officers  immedi- 
diately  held  a  council,  before  whidi  James  and  his 
Russian  friend  were  examined  apart;  but  as  they 
both  strictly  adhered  to  one  story,  no  fault  oould  be 
alleged  against  them:  on  the  contrary,  James  was 
highly  applauded  for  his  htunane  conduct.  After 
•  his  dismissal  from  the  examination,  tHe  officers  pro^ 
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mised  Allan  every  protection  in  their  power  during 
the  journey,  and  a  handsome  recompence  when  they 
arrived  at  Moscow. 

After  a  tedious  journey,  the  caravan  entered 
upon  an  immense  desert,  when  AHan  was  obtiged 
to  subsist  upon  the  black  bread  and  oil  which  con- 
stituted the  fare  of  the  Russians.  The  dismal 
wast6  now  before  them,  he  acknowledged,  depressed 
his  spirits  exceedingly;  and  that  if  ever  he  saun- 
tered behind,  and  ceased  to  hear  the  sound  of  a  hu- 
man voice,  a  sudden  dread  seized  his  whole  franie. 
Not  a  sound  of  any  description  saluted  his  ear: 
there  was  nothing  here  to  cheer  the  weary,  way- 
woim  traveller — as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  all 
was  a  dismal  blank — one  continued  tract  of  sand^ 
which  seemed  at  last  to  join  the  horizon.  The 
croaking  of  the  raven,  or  the  dismal  notes  of  the 
bird  of  night,  w.ould  here  have  been  more  grateful 
to  his  ear  than  the  sweetest  sounds  of  music. 

One  morning,  after  the  march  of  the  caravan  had 
commence,  the  atmosphere  began  to  darken ;  when 
those  who  had  been  in  the  practice  of  frequentiy 
attending  the  caravans  were  seized  with  dismay  at 
the  approaching  danger,  and  gave  such  orders  as 
they  judged  likely  to  preserve  the  party  from  de- 
struction; but  before  these  commands  could  be 
executed,  they  were  enveloped  in  darkness  by 
clouds  of  sand,  imder  which  they  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  buried.  The  motion  of  th^  sand 
could  be  likened  to  nothing  but  that  of  a  tempes- 
tuous sea ;  and  the  noise  of  the  wind  that  drove 
,and  agitated  it  was  terrific.  The  poor  Russians 
bdlowed  to  their  favourite  saints  for  protection; 
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said  Allsua  was  peibaps  the  only  person  who  did  "obt 
hniease  the  borrors  of  the  scene  with  loud  ccies  an^ 
supplications,  although  he  confessed  that  the  f^ear  of 
dearth,  wMdi  he  thought  inevitable,  stliick  a,  dread 
to  his  heart,  which  a  few  homs  before  he  wdoM 
have  deemed  impasriUe.  The  storm,  hoFwever, 
abated  sooner  than  was  expected,  whesi  boti)  the 
men  and  animals  appealed  in  a  most  woeful  plight. 

The  cries  for  water  maw  became  so  ^gent,  tl»tt 
the  officers,  from  what  they  themselves  felt,  and 
the  fear  of  its  being  taken  by  force,  ordered  a  smaB 
quantity  to  be  served  out.  They  would  have  rested 
for  the  day  where  they  had  been  so  dreadf uUy  bccf« 
feted  by  the  tempest,  had  not  the  sean^ity  at  wate^ 
compelled  them  to  pnooeed  ierward ;  but  the  saifd 
was  so  soft  and  uneven,  that  little  progresis  was 
mode. 

Afbst  '^suffeiii^  ma»y  dreadful,  privations^  $izid 
losing  maxiy  horses,,  one  of  the  guides^  gave  tbe'  sig^ 
qial  of  water  benig  fbond.  Sho^its  cf  joy  tvi^min- 
stantiy  v^iferated  by  the  whcde  company.  A^issk 
envied  those  who  happened  to  be  mote  iti^v^m^ 
as  he  dreaded  the wiartser  trmiid  be  aU  otmsvm^Mf^ 
fore  his  wants  were  supplied;  but  on  reodiing  %lik 
spot,  he  found  t&at  Mb  fears  w^ve  gi^oiQidlei^s/ iis 
men  liad^been  appointed  to  fiamibh  tthe  pt»){de  a^ 
fluey  arrived,  and  to  prevent  disorder:  1^- £K$t 
aUowonoe  |<ms  pmde;^y  limited  to  half  a  pint  eadi; 
The  he»vy  and  gloomy  Russiam  appeared  sc^idtet^ 
witii  joy,  that  AIian>  for  tibe  fii^t  tim^  siti^-^they 
entered  the  desert,^  struck  up  a  (June'^si:  th<^  pipetf, 
which  had^  such  at^  effect  on  hi^  Mlow-tl^vtsllev^ 
that  many  of  them  eommeuoed  jumping^  for  ftifM^ 
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HServ^  it  wotild  have  been  ridiculous  to  faasr^  given 
their  uncouth  capers  the  name  of  dancing .♦ 
^  At  length  the  caravan  reached  Orenburg,  where 
it  was  to  remain  a  week,  to  give  the  merdbiaiits  an 
opportunity  of  trafficking  with  the  inhabitants. 
Allan  thought  himself  too  rich,  from  the  cash. he 
had  made  at  Samarcand,  to  follow  his  proper  voca- 
tion ; .  and  having  discovered  in  the  Kussian  servant 
^pliant  e^aiesary.  in  any  dishonest  undertakings 
.tliey  went  to  a  remote  hut  respectable  part  of  the 
town,  and  engaged  genteel  lodgings,  wiiere  AUsok 
y^ss  reported  to  be  an  Englishman  of  quality,  tm- 
yeiling  in  disguise.  The  design  he  and  his  <*ompa- 
jpijiQii  h^  ipa  view.was,  to  endeavour  to  entrap  any 

.  f  'BaAciitg  i»  »  speeteft  qf  anusemisit  practised  by  erery  nati^ 
however  refined  or  savage.  Bat  the  preoiae  and  forni^  ^caperf 
iued  m  England  would  appear  tame  and  absurd  to  %}ii%  nptivei^  of 
Aftica;.  Amenck,  land  Asia.  The  optUent  ftliid  vtilnptttoi^  ^iat^ 
^pffigiit  in  daBoilLg;<aih])ntadnB,  .which^  t«i.aiL£tHraf)i9a9^,ap}^a^f^ 
ooMe -elegant -and  indtfcent;  but  the  danees  o^  tlR^^assianaja?:? 
iiblih  ri^iculosfly  lucbuth  and  disgustingly  &w»*  Tkn  ^^  ^9^r 
effki  rapidly  adopting  the  European  m'oie.  of  diwcying^  but  in 
'Samtedatka  it  is  stiS  practised  ia  all  its  native: sifnpUeity*  M. 
Ii6MJepsv«aya^'  <^^T!hef  danoe  i^peaxad'  tO'  tae  to  b^  that  of  $ayagea. 
ll^o(mmt»inti  snaldng:  segnlar  jntiarwienianta^  or  mlih^  iinplea^ap^t 
andidifi^mit'dntodSobs;  aiid  mtrtteringat  the  ly^iR^'l^me  a  Ibr^^ 
and  gutteral  sound/  like  a  continued  hicfM)ttgb>  t<^  m^rk  t^e  tim<^ 
of  the  air  sungtby  the  assembly^  the  ivoids.  of  .which  iar0  frequently 
vMi  oi  Wfoae,  even'  tb  a  Kaintidiadale.  -  In  thew  dant^s  they  are 
'fimd  of  imitating'  the  difimnt  animals  they  ^p^r^ue^  ^udb  as  th^  • 
partridge  and  others  but  prmcipally  thii.  beaf^  They  represent 
iUshig^iBh  and  stupid  ^gait^irta  tttSestent  feeligg^  and  situations ; 
as  the  young  ones  about  ^th^r  daia>  the  amorous  sports  of  the  maJ^ 
wi^  the  femfde>  imd  lastly  its  agitation  when  pursued/'  In 
idghiy  eirilisedi^diiniKies^  dancing  conaists  In  graceful  moteQi^i^ 
Miitable'He  alow  tmtea* 

X 
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credulous  rich  female ;  but  their  scheme  proved  luv 
successful.  ; 

In  passing  through  the  eastern  districts  of  Husisia^ 
Allan  found  the  inhabitants  quite  indifferent  to  lu9 
music ;  and  all  his  little  savings  were  soon  expend- 
ed.*   On  arriving  at  Moscow,  there  was  great  re- 


*  The  indifference  with  which  the  Russians  heard  Allan's  mnsTc 
affords  a  curious  and  striking  instance  of  the  correctness  of  this 
gorprising  narrative.  Stachlln^  who  resided  a  long  time  in  Russib;' 
and  who  studied  with  attention  the  national  music,  informs  u^ 
ijbat  the  music  which  prevails  am<Mig  the  common  people  consists 
of  one  species  of  simple  melody^  capahle  of  great  variation ;  and 
that  they  are  fonder  of  vocal  than  of  instrumental  music  -  A  pec^ 
jfLe  so  defective  in  musical  science,  and  so  attached  to  their  own 
simple  native  airs,  could  not  therefore  be  supposed  to  listen  with 
pleasure  to  the  more  difEicult  and  complicated  tones  that  delight 
the  admirers  of  harmony  in  £urope.     . 

Another  writer  says,  ^^  The  Russian  music  is  more  usually  vocal 
than  instrumental.     Their  songs  are  simple  retttatums^  ancient  or 
modem,  on  the  subjects  of  lover,  nature,  and  talea  of  dntalri^ 
giants,  and  heroes,  frequently  lewd;  and  their  melodies  are  uni- 
form and  Utonotonous,  but  sometimes  sufidentiy  pleasing.    The 
little  groups  of  girls,  sitting  together  in  an  evening  and  singiii^ 
afford  mn<^  amusement.    The  most  complete  vocal  music  is  tluit 
which  is  heard  in  their  churches  mi  Sundays  and  holidays,  which, 
as  the  chui'ch  allows  of  no  xnstniBiental  music  in  divine  worship^ 
is  performed  by  singers  expressly  taught,  and  mostly  brought  .firom 
the  Ukraine.    The  substance  is  Sclavonian  poetry ;  the  notes  are 
expressed  by  points,  after  the  very  old  fashion,  for  four  voices^ 
The  present  choral  music  is  mostly  by  mottete.    The  most  com- 
mon  instrument  of  the  nation  is  the  oow-hom,  which  is  a  kind  of 
oomet,  of  from  one  to  four  feet  in  length,  niade  of  wood  mr  tras* 
bark.    The  gudak  is  a  miserable  violin  with  three  strings:  the 
dutka  consists  of  two  parallel  reed-pipes,  each  with  three  holes, 
differing  in  their  notes  up  to  an:  octave,  so  that  the  hearer  con- 
caves that  two  are  playing  on  it.    The  rilek  ia  at:||aaiDa<m  village 
lyre;  and  the  valinka  a  diminutive  pair  of  bagpipeai    TbegiMlia 
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jDidngs ;  and  almost  every  individual  was  welcomed 
hy  his  friends  and  acquaintances,  except  Allan,  who 
was  a  stranger  in  a  strange  country.  Having  pro- 
cured what  little  property  he  had  given  in  duuge^ 
including  his  bagpipes,  he  asked  the  officers  for  the 
reward  they  had  promised  him ;  when  he  was  refers 
red  to  a  colonel,  who  lived  in  Moscow  in  great 
splendour.  But  this  gentleman  had  been  attacked 
by  a  malignant  fever  just  before  the  caravan  arrived, 
and  Allan  was  therefore  compelled  to  defer  his  ap- 
plication. 

On  the  day  following,  he  met  his  Russian-'^com* 
panion,  whom  he  had  not  seen  since  the  arrival  of 
the  caravan,  and  who  expressed  great  joy  at  meeting 
his  deliverer.  He  invited  Allan  to  accompany  him 
to  the  rendezvous  of  his  friends,  all  choice  and 
merry  companions.  They  then  wandered  through 
different  streets  of  this  extensive  city,  and,  after 
dusk,  descended  into  the  cellar  .of  a  house  tiiat  ap- 
peared as  magnificent  as  a  palace.  Here  they 
groped  through  several  dark  passages,  until  the 
Ztussian  stopped,  and,  with  a  small  hatchet  that  he 
carried  in  his  girdle,  rapped  against  a  post.  A 
small  door  was  immediately  opened,  through  which 
they  crept  on  their  hands  and  knees.  On  entering 
the  apartment,  Allan  perceived,  by  the  light  of  the 
lamps  hanging  against  the  wall^  seventeen  men  and 
six  women  lying  around  in  groups.   They  all  jumped 

a  horizontal  harp  nidth  wires^  played  on  with  the  fingers^  and  ca- 
pably of  any  kind  of  music :  it  is  a  pleasing  instrument^  and  much 
nsed ;  and  so  is  likewise  the  comet  among  sailors  and  boatmen. 
The  sailors  dso  make  a  kind  of  jingling  noise  with  two  bondiei  of 
Kfttle  bellB,  keeping  time  with  their  music" 
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up;  an4  Allan,  terrified  at  their  horrible  visages 
and  brawny  persons,  hung  profusely  with  Weaponsi 
of  destruction,  shrunk  back :  *but  on  his  conductor, 
speaking  to  them,  they  all  came  forward  in  succes- 
sion, and  embraced  him«  So<m  after,  a  plentiful 
meal  was  set  before  them ;  and  although  both  the. 
place  and  company  stunk  in  Allan's  taostril^  j^et 
hunger  gave  him  a  good  appetite.  A  kind  oi  spirit 
was  next  handed  about,  of  which  die  company 
drank  liberally. 

When  the  drink  began  to  operate,  Allan's  ooiii^ 
pamon  explained  that  these  were  brave  men,  who 
disdained  labour  and  slavery ;  and  that  they  lived 
in  plenty  and  in  pleasure,  and  laughed  at  laws 
which  were  made  to  impose  upon  cowards.  A 
scene  of  drunkenness,  obscenity,  and  quarrelling 
soon  ensued,  that  kept  Allan  completely  sober; 
and  he  wished  a  thousand  times  to  effect  his  escape : 
for,  though  he  had  no  principle  of  honesty,  yet  he 
was  no  way  inclined  to  run  any  serious  risks,  or  to 
commit  any  cold-blooded  outrages.  At  length,  the 
whole  party  gradually  sunk  into  a  profound  sleep; 
when  Allan  determined,  if  possible,  to  effect  his 
escape.  He  crept  softly  along  towards  the  door, 
and,  in  passing  some  heaps  of  valuable  plunder, 
would  willingly  have  appropriated  a  part ;  but  fear 
deterred  him.  He,  however,  seized  a  dagger,  which 
might  be  useful  in  self-d^enee,  and  hid  it  in  his 
bosom.  After  long  and  various  trials,  he  succeeded 
in  opening  the  lock  of  the  door.  He  wound 
through  th6  passages  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  dis- 
covered, to  his  great  dismay^  that  the  outer  door 
was  strongly  fastened.    In  groping  about,  he  found 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMElgf  ALLAN.  l65 

an  iton  bar,  which  he  used  as  a  leveir  to  force  it 
open.  A  few  minutes  after,  he  heai-d  voices  behind 
him ;  when  fear  and  despair  gave  him  dmost  super- 
natural strength,  and  with  one  desperate  effort  he 
overcame  all  resistance — the  door  flew  open,  and  he 
jumped  into  the  street :  but  a  party  of  soldiers  just 
then  turned  a  comer,  and  seized  him.  One  of 
them  seemed  to  know  him  ;  for,  on  speaking  to  an 
officer,  he  was  liberated.  On  looking  back,  he  saw 
the  soldiers  surround  the  house,  while  part  entered 
by  the  door  he  had  just  broken  open.  Allan  had 
seen  enough:  the  day  was  just  beginning  to  break, 
and  he  hurried  to  the  opposite  part  of  the  city. 

Early  in  the  morning,  he  saw  many  persons  en- 
tering into  a  grand  church.     He  resolved  to  follow, 
and  to  observe  their  ceremonies ;  but,  while  leaning 
against  a  pillar  in  one  corner,  he  fell  fast  asleep,  and 
either  fell  or  lay  down.    When  roused,  he  roared 
out  most  lustily;  but  the  Russian  beadle  heeded 
not  his  cries,  but  applied  his  cudgel  with  such 
amazing  dexterity,  that  at  last  Allan  took  to  his 
heels,  and  with  some  difficulty  found  out  the  hovel 
where  he  lodged.     Being  without  victuals  or  mo- 
ney, and  the  bag  ^f  his  pipes  being  decayed,  he 
found  himself  in  rather  an  awkward  predicament 
in  a  strange  country^     However,  having  observed 
a  man  mending  pahs  and  various  other  articles  in  - 
^  another  street,  he  resolved  to  solicit  his  assistance. 
He  accordingly  shewed  him  his  pipes,  and  by  signs, 
mixed  with  Russian,  English,  Tartar,  and  Hindos- 
tanie    words,    endeavoured  4x>    explain  what  was 
wanted ;   but  when,  in  his  attempts,  he  used  a 
Gipsy  phrase,  the  man  looked  up  earnestly,  and 
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asked  him  if  he  belonged  to  that  ancient  tribe* 
The  answer  was  satisfactory;  and  the  ovegoyed 
Gipsy  packed  up  his  utensils,  and  carried  Allan 
along  with  him  to  their  encampment;  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 

Allan  often  deckred  that  he  never  saw  a  more 
happy  or  a  richer  tribe.  The  party  consisted  of 
about  eighty  persons,  who  lived  Kke  Tartars,  in  felt 
tents,  and  slept  in  cradles,  which,  during  winter, 
were  used  as  sledges.  Close  to  the  tents  were  small 
eilcl6sures,  containing  pigs,  poultry,  &c.  The  wo- 
men told  fortunes,  and  the  men  acted  as  farriers 
and  tinkers,  and,  on  account  of  their  usefulness, 
were  strictly  protected  by  government.  Some  of 
the  young  men  performed  on  horns  and  other  noisy 
instruments,  while  the  giris  danced  at  entertain- 
ments in  the  houses  of  the  great.  But  though  they 
used  the  rude,  unharmonious  instruments  of  the 
country,  yet  they  mostly  possessed  good  ears,  and 
were  delighted  beycmd  measure  with  Allan's  music 
on  the  pipes,  which  were  soon  and  neatly  repaired. 
The  Gipsies  treated  him  like  a  brother:  they  en- 
treated him  to  liv^  amongst  them,  offering  him  a 


*  A  late  traveller  in  Russia^  in  speaking  of  the  numerous  Gipsy 
feiinilies  in  that  empire^  hazards  a  curious  conjecture  respecting  the 
origin  of  this  singular  race.  He  conceives  that  when  Jerusalem 
was  sacked  by  the  Romans^  the  Jews  fled  in  various  directions^  ^ 
«nd  that  the  Gipsies  are  part  of  the  descendants  of  that  prolific  ' 
people.  He  explains  the  reasons  why  the  wandering  Gipsies  are 
a  handsomer  people  than  the  Israelites  of  towns^  by  saying  that 
the  race  has  been  improved  by  intermarrying  with  Gentile  outlaws. 
But  the  language  and  various  habits  and  customs  of  the  Gipsies 
afford  a  complete  refutation  of  this  opinion. 
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wife»  a  horse,  and  a  tent ;  but  when  he  thought  of 
Jbome,  he  refused  all  these  tempting  offers,  though 
repeated  with  all  the  winning  smiles  of  a  handsome 
Gipsy. 

These   kind   Gipsies   introduced   Allan   to   the 
houses  of  some  of  the  most  opulent  Armenkn  and 
Jewish  merchants,  by  whom  he  was  liberally  re- 
warded for  his  musical  performances.     One  day,  he 
met  in  the  street  seven  small  carts,  in  each  of  which 
were  two  miserable  wretches  that  had  just  received 
the  terrible  punishment  of  the  knout.     Most  of 
them  were  lying  stretched  upon  straw;  but  those 
who  sat  up  presented  the  most  horrid  spectacles. 
Pale,  haggard,  and  covered  with  blood — their  nos- 
trils torn  up  as  high  as  their  eyes,  and  their  temples 
and  brows,  where  they  had  been  marked,  disfigured 
with  blood  and  gunpowder — altogether  pnodueed  a 
most  heart-sickening  eflfect.    One  of  the  sufferers 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  Allan,  threw  back  his  caftsm, 
and  exclaimed  in  English,  ^'^ Ah!  thou  tief,  thou 
villain,  thou  traitor ! — damn,  sir !"    Allan,  on  recog- 
ni^ng  the  voice  of  his  Russian  fellow-traveller, 
shrunk  back  in  terror  and  surprise.    A  Gipsy  who 
accompanied  him,  evidently  alarmed,  hurried  him 
out  of  the  crowd,  and  then  enquired  into  the  mean- 
ing of  the  scene.    Allan  related  all  that  he  knew  of 
the  Russian,  also  how  he  had  been  introduced  by 
him  to  a  party  of  banditti,  and  of  his  escape  from  a 
^  kind  of  subterraneous  fortress.      The  Gipsy-  ©b* 
served  that  he  had  been  a  ludky  fellow,  for  the  po- 
lice and  -military  had  apprehended  the  whole  gang, 
part  of  whom  had  been  killed  in  resisting,  and  that 
the  others  had  been  sentenced  to  the  knout  and 
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baniahmeat  to  Siberia.  He  stated  furtiier,  that  the 
person  who  inhabited  the  house  where  they  assemi 
bled  ddared  in  the  plunder  they  obtained ;  but  as 
he  was  brother  to  the  governor's  mistress,  he  had 
escaped  without  punishment. 

This  occurrence  fiUed  Allan  with  fear  and  alarm, 
partiteuUrly  as  he  received  intimaticHi  of  being 
watched  by  the  police.  He  trembled  when  he 
thought  of  the  knout,  which  inhuman  punishment 
was  minutely  described  to  him  by  his  Gipsy  friends; 
At  length,  however,  he  obtained  an  interview  with 
the  colonel  to  whom  he  had  been  referred,  and  to 
Jtdm  he  related  all  the  circum&t»nces  of  finding 
and  burying  the  body  of  the  murdered  officer  in 
Tartary.  The  colonel  replied  that  he  had  acted 
with  great  propriety ;  that,  as  he  wished  to  go  to 
St.  Fetersburgfa,  where  his  deceased  friend's  broths 
and  sister  lived,  he  had  no  doubt  bat  that  he  would 
be  properly  rewarded ;  and  that,  if  be  waited  for 
two  days,  b^.wotii^  find-  means  to  forward  bimito 
♦St.  Petersburgh. 

At  the  timt  appc^nted;  he  took  leave  of  his  Gipfff 
friends,  and  proceeded  to  the  northern  capital  4^ 
Aussia,  with  about  thirty  earri^a  of  goods;  who 
were  constakitly  employed  in  oonlseying  merchant 
dise  on  hotselxtek  In  summer,  and  on  aledges  in 
winter.  Allan,  ISce  the  others,  rode  on  horseback;, 
end  as  they  reated  every  night  in  some  village,  the 
lo^m^y  was  rather  long  than  fatiguing.  He  fre* 
quently  spoke  cf  the  dirtiness  of  the  Russians,  and 
alway^  adverted  that  they  were  no  Christifms,  and 
that  each  married  man  kept  a  houseful  of  wives^ 
which  was  the  only  good  custoni,  in  hia  ojnnion^ 
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that  he  observed  in  thdr  country**  When  he  ar- 
rived at  St.  Petersburgh,  he  had  hi«  be^d  shaven, 
which  he  had  suffered  tcrgrow  from  the  time  of  hisr 
departure  from  Calcutta ;  and  having  dressed  him- 
self in  the  best  manner  he  could,  he  presented 
himself  at  the  house  where  the  murdered  officer^s 
brother  lived. 

Here  Allan  was  received  with  the  greatest  kind- 
ness by  the  gentleman  and  his  sister,  both  of  whom 
could  speak  English,  and  whp  often  made  him  re- 
peat his  adventures  on  the  journey  between  Bengal 
and  St  Petersburgh.f     The  lady,  in  her  brother's 


*  Allan  was  certainly  mistaken  on  tHs  subject ;  but  He  may 
have  been  misled  by  a  strange  custom  common  in  RussiaJ  though 
very  repugnant  to  nature^  and  shocking  to  British  feeling.  "  Fa« 
thers  marry  their  sons  to  some  blooming  girl  in  the  village  at  a 
very  early  age^  and  then  send  the  young  men  either  to  Moscow  er 
St.  Petersburgh  to  seek  employment^  leaving  their  brides  a  few 
days  after  their  marriage  to  the  care  of  their  parents.  At  the  e^-^ 
piration  of  some  years^  when  the  son  returns  to  his  C»ttage>  he 
finds  himself,  the  nominal  feither  of  several  children^  the  offsprings 
of  ins  own  parent !  who  had  deemed  it  his  duty  thus  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  husband  to  the  young  wife.  This  is  done  all  over  Rus- 
sia^  and  is  never  considered  a  hardship  by  the  parties.  Indeed^  so 
far  from  it>  tbe  ftishion  continues ;  and  when  the  son  becomes  a 
resident  in  his  native  village^  if  he  have  a  numerous  stock  thus 
raised  to  him^  he  marries  them  off,  sends  them  a  packings  and  then 
enjoys  himself,  like  a  Turk  in  his  seraglio,  amongst  their  wives." — 
Porter's  Travelling  Sketches  in  Russia,  vot  i.  page  295. 

t  It  was  natural  foi'  a  well-informed  gentleman  to  be  c^riousr 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  an  obscure,  solitary,  and  unlettered 
individual  had  completed  an  enterprise,  which  woplA  btive  immor^ 
talized  a  scientific  traveller.  He  had  journeyed  nearly  4100  miles 
on  foot  without  money  or  protectors — ^he  had  wnndered  amongst 
people  oAhe  most  barbarous  and  inhospitable  habits,  rendered  fe<« 
8  Y 
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absence,  whp  ws^  often  sA  court,  endeavoured  to: 
render  Allan'3  visit  as  agre^ble  as  possible ;  but  hi$ 
vanity  indued  him  to  misinterpret  her  n^otivei^, 
and  he  fancied  she  was  enamoured  with  his  pertson;; 
Accordingly,  he  one  day  entered  a  smmmer-house. 
into  which  she  had  retired,  and  bega.n  to  take  inde- 
cent liberties  with  her.  The  lady  treated  him  with, 
proper  contempt,  and  called  a  servant,  whom  she 
ordered  to  see  Allan  out  of  the  house,  assuring  him 
that  her  brother  should  know  of  his  impudence,  and 
that  he  might  depend  on  receiving  the  punishment 
he  deserved. 

Allan  immediately  thought  of  the  dreadful  knout, 
and,  in  a  terrible  fright,  hastened  to  the  English 
Qua/,  where,  after  much  enquiry,  he  found  the 

rocious  by  a  cruel  and  stupid  superstition,  and  jealoua  by  the  uq.-^ 
principled  inroads  of  Christiaja  powers — ^he  bad  traversed  tbe  most 
stupendous  Qiount^inSi  crossed  ri^jd  mi  dangerous  rivers,  and 
passed  thfougb  extensive  and  terrific  deserts — ^and  all  this  he  had 
performed  with  m  unconscious  kind  of  ^arig  froidj  which  the  phi^. 
losopher  might  in  vain  hope  to  attain.  A  learned  traveller^  afiter 
passing  over  this  route,  would  have  presented  the  world,  with  a 
most  instructive  and  Amusing  volume;  but  even  our  wandering 
piper  was  no  incurious  obseryer,  or  be  could  not  in,  his  old  age 
have  related  his  adventurea  in  ii  manner  so  admirably  circumstan* 
tial  and  correct. 

The  learned  Mr.  Pinkertpn,  in  describing  Bucharia  and  the 
eastern  shores  of  the  Caspian^  saya^  '^  As  frequent  caravans  pervade 
most  of  these  regions^  it  is  matter  of  surprise^  as  well  as  of  regret, 
that  no  European  traveller  has  explored  their  recesses^  and  that 
their  geography  remains  in  so  imperfect  a  condition-"  Perhaps 
Allan's  mode  of  travelling  may  afford  the  literati  some  useful  hints 
QU  the  best  manner  of  exploring  strange  and  barbarous  countrjes^ 
A  bagpipe  may  be  found  a  better  recomm^idation  than  a  royal 
mandate^  and  the  ready  adoption  of  all  local  customs  $al<^  than* 
the  usually  ^nbeuding  jride  of  Europeim  adyentiqu:€irp«     /> 
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xnarter  of  a  tmsdl  brig  wfaidb  was  bound  for  Ostend. 
He  was  a  Dutchman,  and  could  speak  English  weU. 
His  vessel  was  lying  at  Cronstadt,  ready  for  sea> 
and  he  engaged  to  get  Aflan  passed  as  one  of  his 
crew;  on  which  he  gladly  stepped  into  the  boat 
that  was  waiting  to  oonve^.  the  captain  on  board  his 
vessd. 


cHAPTfin  xin. 

ASan  cttilMuks  at  CRmstadt— -BiBfebts  of  Mnsie— H\inuin6  Aetimi^-GiaftitiMle-*^  ^ 
Arrives  at  Ostend— Hoepitable  ViIlagei»—Iiitrigue-^Flight— Trepanned  into 
the  French  Service— Severe  Duty— A  Protestant  Tailor— Cunning  and  Cupidity 
— Deseiit— Appreh«tided  on  SuBpicioo— •Sent  to  the  Irob  Brigade* 

vN  arriving  at  Cronstadt,  the  ciistom^house  offi-i 
oers  were  so  strict,  that  Allan  was.  on  the  point  of 
being  arrested  foro^ant  of  a  pr<iper  passport ;  but 
lis  the  captain  hid  been  for  some  time  employed  in 
carrying  certain^;  stores  to  the  iniperial  dock^yard^ 
Ms  influence  at  lengtli  prevailed,  and  the  officers 
waived  their  objections.  Whexji  at  sea,  Allan  begah 
to  reproach  himself  for  his  thoughtless  and  unprin- 
cipled conduct,  by  which  he  had  again  reduced 
himself  to  great  poverty ;  for  most  of  the!  m6ney 
grveh  to  him  by  the  Russian  gentleman^  he  ^ladex^ 
pended  in  bad  company,  and  had  hoW  barely  what 
vras  sufficient  to  pay  his  passage.  /Hd'condhideil 
his  refiecdonls^  :by  resolving  to  try  iwtoit  eff^  faia 
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pipes  would  have  on  the  generosity  of  the  sailors:. 
On  going  upon  deck  the  following  day,  he  observed 
the  crew  lounging  about,  as  the  ship  was  becalmed. 
He  seized  this  opportunity,  and|»  without  introduc- 
tion, took  out  his  pipes  and  stnick  lip,  ^^^TU  gang 
nae  mmr  to  yon  Tawnf'  when  .the  iaerry  crew, 
which  chiefly  consisted  of  Frenchmen,  began  to 
dance,  and,  had  not  the  master  exerted  his  autho- 
rity, the  business  of  the  ship  would  have  been  neg- 
lected :  yet,  at  all  leisure  hours,  he  was  the  first  to 
join  in  the  dance. 

During  the  voyage,  an  accident  occurred  by 
which  Allan  gained  the  captain's  esteem  and  grati- 
tude. He  had  a^scm  on  board  that  officiated  as 
cabin-boy,  who  was  amusing  himself  on  the  deck 
with  a  large  dog,  and  was  tantalizing  the  animal 
with  a  piece  of  beef,  when  it  made  a  sudden  spring 
at  the  meat,  and  threw  the  youth  overboard.  Al- 
lan happened  to  be  below ;  but,  on  hearing  an  un- 
commcoi  bustle,  he  sprung  uJ)on  deck,  and  observing 
the  boy  struggling  in  the  water  a  good  way  astern 
of  the  ship,  he  plunged  into  the  sea^  reached  the 
youth,  who  was  nearly  lifeless,  and  supported  him 
above  water  till  the  boat  arrived.  By  usixig  proper 
means,  animation  was  restored,  ^nd  in  a  few  hours 
the  boy  w^s  perfectly  recovered. 
2  The  thanks  of  the  father  and  son  to  Allan  were 
unbounded;  he  was  no  longer  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  half-deck  among  the  sailors,  but  was  taken 
into  the  cabin^  where  every  attention  was  paid  to 
render  his  situation  agreeable  during  the  passage; 
and  when  the  vessel  arrived  at  Ostend,  he  was  con- 
ducted to  the  master's  house^  and  tfeajEad  with  the 
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tYtmoi^  kindness.  Instead  of  being  daatged  the  stir 
pulated  sum  for  his  passage,  he  received  a  genteel 
present. 

Allan  intended  to  return  to  England,  but  eotild 
not  liten  procure  a  passage :  and  it  struck  him  that 
his  pipe-music  might  meet  with  encouragement. in 
Ranee,  which  country  he  had  a  strong  inclination 
to^viiit.  He  communicated  his  design  to  the  cap 
•tain,  who  concurred  in  the  same  opinion,  but  ad- 
vised faim^  in  order  to  ensure  success,  to  learn  a  little 
of  the.  French  language,  and  to  avoid  large  cities 
until  this  was  accomplished.  Leaving  this  friendly 
and  grateful  family,  he  departed  and  travelled  to-- 
wards  Ghent.  When  he  had  arrived  near  that 
place,  he  observed  a  pleasant  village  about  a  mile 
from  the  main  road ;  and  as  it  was  the  time  of  har- 
vest, he  expected  that  his  musical  strains  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  reapers;  or,  if  that  speculation 
failed,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  at  Ghent. 
He  might,  indeed,  easily  have  found  employment 
dt  Hie  harvest^  but,  like  others  of  his  class,  he  in-* 
variably  avoided  labour. 

It  was  evening  when  he  reached  the  village, 
where  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  ware  reclining 
Tinder  shady  trees,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day, 
whilst  the  youth  of  both  sexes  were  amusing  them-> 
jselves  at  various  sports.  James  seated  himself  in  a 
WDvenient  situation,  and  struck  up  on  the  pipes 
the  old  Northumberland  tune  pf  "  Saw  ye  the  Kail 
commgT'  He  was  soon  encircled  by  a  crowd,  who 
seemed  to  listen  vnth  admiration  to  the  end  of  the 
tune;  and  on  his  beginning  a  second,  both  old  and 
young  joined  i^  the  dance  with  great  gaiety.    Their 
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merriment  continued  till  the  moon,  whi^h  was 
young,  denied  them  light,  wbcfn  the  sport  wtaie^ 
luctantly  relinquished.  A  respeetahle  farmer  in- 
Vited  the  musician  to  his  house,  and  iiegaled  him 
with  a  supper  and  excdlent  wine,  and  also  furnished 
him  with  lodgings  for  the  night* 

Early  on  the  fdlowing  morning,  some  of  the 
principal  villagers  called  at  the  fanner's  house  wfaeore 
AUan  lodged,  accompanied  by  an  Irish  girl,  who 
had  been  several  years  in  Flanders.  As  intei|)teter, 
^he  infcHtned  Allan  that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of 
the  inhabitants  that  he  would  continue  amongst 
them,  and  that  Hiey  promised  to  support  him  in  a 
liberal  manner.  As  this  ofiGer  coincided  with  his 
wish^,  he  readily  consented ;  but  first  jootade  his  fair 
negociator  promise  that  she  would  instruct  him  in 
the  French  language,  to  which  she  willingly  agreed. 
When  she  had  reported  the  success  of  her  mission, 
Allan  was  furnished  with  money  to  support  him  for 
a  week,  and  was  provided  with  lod^ngs.  Here  he 
fipent  his:  time  in  the  most  agreeable  manner,  having 

*  OoldAoitli,  it  k  SBid/made  the  graddtour  of  Bui^p^'witlk  his 
fltil»  in  his  band ;  and  his  adventures  are  related  by  OteOtg^  in  Ml 
celebrated  novd,  The  Viear  of  Wakefield*  ^'l  had  soipe  Icboir- 
ledge  of  music,"  says  he,  "  with  a  tolerable  voice^  and  jbow  turned 
what  lifas  once  tiy  amusement  into  a  preset  means  of  subsistence. 
I  passed  among  the  harmless  peasants  of  Flanders^  and  among 
such  of  the  French  ieis  werfe  poor  enough  to^  be  merry ;  for  I  ever 
fouQji  than  merry  in  propiirtion  to  their  wonts*  Whenever  I  ap- 
proached a  peasant's  house  towards  night-£dl>  I  played  one  of  my 
most  merry  tunes^  and  that  procured  me  not  only  a  lodgings  but 
subsistence  ^r  the  next  day.  I  once  or  twice  attempted  to  play 
for  people'  6i  fashion ;  but  they  always  thought  my  performance 
odie^  and  never  rewarded  me  even  with  a  triia^'* 
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(mly  to  play  in  the  evenings,  after  the  rustics  had  ' 
finished  their  work,  and  on  the  Sunday  aftemoonsy 
on  which  day  every  individual  contributed  towards 
his  support,  wliieh  amounted  to  a  sum  more  than 
adequate  to  supply  all  his  wants.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  did  not  neglect  to  attend  his  instructress  at  all 
conveni^it  opportunities,  and  profited  so  much  by 
heir  conversation^  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  enable^ 
to  enter  into  short  dialogues  with  the  villagers. 

As  Allan  through  life  was  remarkably  fond  of 
'  intrigue,  he  had  in  this  place  ample  scope  for  grati- 
fying his  favourite  propensity;  but  incidents  of 
tWs  sorl^  which  he  always  related  with  peculiar 
pleasure,  unless  materially  connected  trith  his  ad- 
ventures, are  omitted.  It  is,  however,  expedient  to 
insert  the  following,  as  it  was  the  cause  of  his  leav- 
ing thia  easy  and  delightful  situation. 

The  prindpal  gentleman  of  the  village,  who  was 
past  the  meridian  of  life,  had,  a  little  time  before 
Allan's  arrival,  married  a  beautiful  young  girl,  but 
who  being  poor,  his  relations  were  hostile  to  their 
union.  The  lady  was  passionately  fond  of  music,* 
and,  probably  from  novelty,  was  very  partial  ib  the 
pipes,  firom  the  moment  ;5he  heard  James  phy  "  Up 
and  waur  them  a',  WitlieJ'  To  gratify  his  wife,  the 
fond  husband  frequently  invited  Allan  tahis  house 
to  play,  and  always  paid  him  handsomely. 

It  ^d  not  appear  that  this  gentleman  was  hauntect 
by  the  "  green-eyed  monster,'^  or  he  would  not  have 
left  his  wife,  as  Was  frequently  the  case,  in  company 
with  a  man  whose  character  and  principles  he  was 
totally  unacquainted  with;  for,  whenever  he  htdf 
business  to  transact  abiroad,  Allan  was  sent  for  to 
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amuse  the  kdy,  so  that  he  frequently  spent  whde 
days  in  her  company.  He  took  advantage  of  this 
indulgence ;  and  the  inexperienced,  romantic  young 
woman  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  designing  musician^ 

This  criminal  intercourse  was  continued  for  some 
weeks,  as  he  supposed,  with  impenetrable  secresy;. 
but  one  of  the  female  domestics  had  obserred  some 
circumstances  which  caused  her  to  suspect  that  her 
master,  whom  she  respected,  was  patronizing  an 
unprincipled  and  ungrateful  man.  She,  however, 
determined,  by  a  strict  observation,  to  ascertain 
whether  h^  suspicions  were  well  grounded  or  noty 
before  she  mentioned  the  affak.  She  had  not  long 
to  watch  before  she  was  fully  convinced  of  their 
justness.  When  she  reported  her  observations  to 
her  master,  that  gentleman,  who  entertained  the 
highest  opinion  of  his  wife's  virtue,  flew  into  a  vio- 
lent passion ;  and,  instead  of  thanks  and  rewards,  as 
tliis  domestic  probably  expected,  she  was  instantly 
dismissed  from  his  presence,  with  orders  to  leave  his^ 
service  immediately.     , 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  servant  quitted  the 
house,  and  his  passion  become  moderate,  th^  he 
began  to  weigh  the  affair,  .when  a  number  of  inci- 
dents^ occurred  to  hiis  mind,. which  before  had  passed 
unnoticed;  yet  though  there  was  no  evidence  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  prove  the  guilt  of  his  beloved  wife, 
Jie  determined  to  be  upon  the  alert ;  and  a^  she  was 
absent  on  a  visit  when  the  servant  was  dismissed, 
he  thought  it  prudent,  in  order  to  further  his  de- 
sign to  give  another  reason  for  her  absence,  and 
frhich  he  knew  the  servants  durst  ndt  contradict, 
leiBt  .they  also  should  in(iur  bis  resentment. 
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:  The  genBeman  seikt  f of  ASai^  to  bis.  house  as 
iUfiUal»  but  sehftrai  ieft  him  nlqae  with  hxtt  wife,  and 
»£urrQ wly  wULvh&i  tJieir  jeoncluct,  without  being  able  -i^-- 
to  di»C0Ter  any  thing  to  .confirm  the  informatimi  hp 
Itod  reodved^  so  tlmt  he  wa6  on  the  point  of  re- 
turning to  his.  tomtBT  habits  of  eonfid^ice,  and 
transadsng  his  business  ^ibroad.  Bnt  the  lady«, 
weary  of  the  restramt  her  husband's  presenee  neee^ 
«anly  imposed  upon  her,  hinted  to  hin^  with  ^en»- 
ingly  sincere  a£GBcdon»  that  it  was  w»k?nd  in  hinfi 
nbtio  visit  hisreliftions*  A^  Im  was  positive  that 
^tfbe  jhated  them,  the  almost  ^xtipguisfaed  spark  of 
JealoHsy  was  again  kindled  m  his  bosom;  but^ h^ 
^aubdiied  his  feeiings,  and,  aax:ip<ts  to  be  eonviace^ 
«tf  h^  guilt  or  innoctoce,  departed  the  following 
mocming.  As  his;  fn^ids  resided  #t  a  Qon^derable 
tdistaiice^  he>6*id  4;hat  he  sh(>uld  be  ^  least  itep  day§ 
jabaeiiit;  biit  instead  of  proceeding  he  spent  the  i^y 
jit  tbi^^^ouaeiof  andighbourHig  farmer^  and  returned 
te. his  heme  about midbight  As  he  had  provide^ 
^bns^  with  :a .  key,  -•  h^  entered  withcfut  jilisturbi^  j 

ifOifrnf  the  imnafcea./   Hi^  1yif^$  fi$!a^n)ent  w^  on  i 

i^  ^rou^d  floDi^  the  door  ^i  M^^  he  found  lock^ 
.ol:  he  kftiodfisd  seKr^ral  times:  wi^cHit  reo^ving  \ 

jatay  am«w)er,  and ;  at  feiigth  /(»reed  it  open.    On  en»  . 

tenng^  a  man  wtt  in  fchfeai^^^  esc^in^  out  ^^  the 
i¥Jkidow,  tvhora  hie  pursued  with  the  ^iBoat  fg^^ 
hat  lost  sight  of  him  nrar  the  biottom  oj^  the  '^B^^f^ 
Or  discovering  a  door  <^^  which  lf^;in^  ;thf 
£d[ds  that  skirted  tiie  garden^  and  havi^g^ipQ  doubt 
0f  the  oflfetider  being .  Allan,  he  witHout  heSitatian 
iunried  to  his  lodging,  but  was  greatly  surprised  tp 
tibat  he  hsd  oetired  imky  tm^  bedi  ^x  yi»  ike^^p 
z  ^ 
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a  possibility  of  his  leaving  the  s^artment  without 
alarming  the  family;  and  to  convince  the  gentle- 
man  of  the  truth  of  what  they  asserted,  he  was 
conducted  to  Allan's  room,  who,  havii^  entered  by 
his  window,  appeared  to  be  in  a  sound  sleep.  He 
seemed  perfectly  satisfi<ed  that  the  musician  was  in- 
nocent, but  retired  vowing  vengeance  against  his 
wife  and  her  unknown  paramoiur,  and  returned 
home  more  enraged  than  before,  at  having  exposed 
the  affair  without  detecting  the  offender. 

He  re-entered  his  dwelling  by  the  same  way  he 

had  so  hastily  left  it,  but  was  surprised  to  find  the 

house  Jn  perfect  tranquillity.     He  examined  the 

bed;  but  no, person  seemed  to  have  slept  in  it  tfattt 

night.     He  next  proceeded  up  stmrs,  when  his 

heavy  tread  alarmed  the  man-servant,  who,  coming 

out  of  his  room,  seized  his  master  by  ihe  throat, 

and  a  scuffle  ensued,  when  the  kidy  arrived  with  a 

fight    She  appeared  to  have  tJiat  instant  left  her 

bed,  and,  with  well-feigned  surprise,  clasped  her 

husband  in  her  arms.    He,  however,  pushed  her 

violently  from  him,  and  bestowed  upon  her  many 

jUst,  but  disgraceful  epithets:  but  she  played  her 

part  to  admiration,  and  brought  forward  tiiat  powa% 

ful  auxiliary,  an  hysteric  fit,  in  which  sl;ie  continued 

for   some   time,   supported   by  the  man-«ermit ; 

whilst  her  confidential  maid  entered  into  a  detioil 

Respecting,  a  suspicious  person  having  been  •seen 

lurking  in  the  orchard  dimng  the  afternoon,  which 

had  so  alarmed  her  mistress,  that  she  dutst  not 

sleep  in  her  own  chamber,  and  hiad  taken  part  of 

her  bed,  in  the  attic  story.     This  lielation  was  giveii 

in  ^uch  a  simple  and  artless  manner,  as  staggered 
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title  g^tleman's  belief  ais  to  his  wife's  gvalt  He 
was  further  convinced  of  har  innocence  on  missing 
{»u)dry  valuable  articles  which  were  removed  from 
the  room  whence  the  man  had  escaped;  and  find- 
Qig  an  excellent  time-piece  at  the  outside  of  the 
window,  he  no  longer  doubted  the  truth  of  the 
aervant'^i  assertion. 

:  He  now  returned  to  his  wife,  who.  appeared  to  be 
recovering  from  her  fainting  fit,  but  who  in  reality 
had  been  in  dreadful  suspense  lest  the  investigation 
he  was  ixi^ldng  below  should  fail  to  establish  her 
purity.  He  spoke  to  her  in  the  most  soothing 
manner,  and  craved  her  forgiveness  for  having  so 
hastily  ajUd  falsely  accused  her. 

Allan  learned  these  circumstances  some  time 
afterwaids  from  the  man-servant,  who  had  enlisted 
into  the  French  service,  and  who  confessed  that  he 
had  been  extravagantly  rewarded.  But  although 
Blatters  had  been  so  ingeniously  arranged^  Allan 
was  not  free  from  apprehension.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, on  meeting  the  injured  gentleman,  he  rallied 
biiJQL  on  the  unceremonious  visit  he  had  paid  him» 
declaring  his  resolution  never  again  to  enter  the 
house  of  a  man  who  could  entertain  such  unjust 
Suspicions.  Allan  was  uncommonly  clever  in  as- 
suming all  the  confidence  of  conscious  innocence,-— 
a  manceuvre  in  which  all  Gipsies  excel. 

Having  packed  up  his  necessaries,  he  saun- 
tered across  the  country  towards  Brussels,  subsist- 
ing on  the  scanty  offerings  he  received  from  thbse 
who  listened  to  his  music.  On  reaching  a  large 
village,  a  drunken  smith  invited  him  into  a  misera- 
ble public  house.     Here  he  met  a  merry  party,  who 


4 
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^t^sed  him  to  drink;  and,  from  fatigue  and  wan^ 
cif  victuals^  he  soon  became  intcodeated,  and  teS& 
asleep.  Wheft  he  awoke^  he  was  seised  by  a  tew 
fVench  soldiet^)  who  affiitaed  that  he  had  inlisted 
ihito  thei!*  eoi^».  lliough  mMti^d  at  being  duped^ 
yet  he  blapied  himself  teft  advatK»ng  up  the  counts^ 
when^  the  French  and  Austrians  were  at  war  withr 
l^g&ndc^  Had  he  known  this  when  he  landed  at 
Qstend,  he  Would  have  suffered  any  privation  itt 
order  to  obtain  a  passage  to  his  native  country, 

K&w^  immediately  marched  off;  uMy  aft^  tnu^ 
velBhg  about  ten^  mil^s,  they  overtook  a  stroi^ 
party  of  military^  witli  about  fifty  poor,  miaeiabler 
scarecrow  looking  reciruits.  TKey  w»e  tifed  toge? 
thereby  i^trong  cords,  a»d  led  like  ai^mals  going  to- 
a  fair.  He  was  presently  joined  to  about  twelve  of 
the  most  ragged  fellows  h^  ever  saw ;  and  often  did 
he  declare  that  his  |tfi«fe  was  moK  hurt  by  being 
joined  to  sueh  a  vile  associatiion,  than  his  fear«  wefo 
excited  by  being  drsigged  into  the  ranks  of  a  f<^^git 
Army.  He  recoUeeted' of  passing  timmgh  Namur, 
and  of  resting  three  days  at  St,  Hubert,  after  which 
they  marched  without  intermission  until  they  reacb-^ 
ed  Rheims. 

'  .  Here  Allan  was^  attswjhed  to  a  regiment  composed 
of  Irishmen,  Flemings,  Germans,  and  a  few  French. 
He  was  drilled  severely,  and  found  his  pay  scarcely 
sufficient  to  support  nature ;  bat  the  hopes  of 
escaping  kept  him  from  sinking  into  a  state  of  des- 
pondency. He,  however,  felt  much  venation  and 
grief  at  the  hardships  which  he  now  endured,  and 
frequently  wandered  to  an  obscure  quarter  of  th^ 
city,  to  contrive  some  method  of  escape. 
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l$ear  this  plAC^  i^dided  a  tailor,  wha  ke^  a  smaH 
^0p,  atid  who  in  his  youth  had  viiiited  England^ 
Inhere  he  mafried.     His  wife  had  €onirerted  him  to 
the  Protestont  r^li^cm,  whid^  he  earefuUy  concealed 
Stiim  his ,  dmntfymeft.     AQati  became  acquainted 
tfeitli  these  l^ei^e,  with  whom  he  oeeasionally  dined, 
and  at  length  discovered  their  sentiments  to  be  op- 
yGSS&A.  to  the  Catholic  faith.     Seizing  upon  this 
eiveuiiistjantice^  he  represented  himself  also  as  a  Pro- 
testwt^  who  had  teen  genteelly  educated  in  Edin* 
btifgh;   but  that   his  father  was  a  Catholic,   an 
a«lh6QN»i^  of  the  Stuart  family,  and  an  officer  in  the 
Frendi  s^Pvioe:  that  on  joining  his  fkther  at  Paris, 
agreeaUy  to  his  orders,  he  found  himself  threatenedy 
abused^  and  ill  treatedj?  on  account  of  bis  change  of 
religion;  but  resolving  not  to  submit,  he  fled  to-^ 
wards  Flanders,  frc«n  whence  he  expected  to  escape 
to  England,  where  hi*  mother  had  many  rich  Pro- 
testenrrt  friends^  who  would  provide  for  him;  but 
when  ftear  Cbarkroi,  he  was  arrested  for  not  having: 
a  regular  passport,  and,  as  he  refused  to  give  ar^ 
account  of  himself,  he  was  sent  to  be  a  soldier.    He 
added,  that  if  he  could  procure  a  disgtiise  to  facili- 
tote  his  escape,  he  would  remit  from  England  a 
sum  of  money  that  wouH  be  a  snug  fortune  for  a 
fK)or  man. 

After  due  deKberation  between  the  tailor  and  hiij 
wife,  he  was  promised  a  genteel  disguise  at  the  end 
of  two  days.  At  the  appointed  time,  he  appeared, 
imd  was  dressed  in  a  good  suit.  He  then  demanded 
the  loan  <rf  a  certain  sum  of  money,  without  which 
the  clotftks  were  of  no  me ;  but  the  tailor  laug^d, 
observing  that  this  was  not  mcluded  in  the  bargmn* 
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iLps  .  i^fE  or    . 

^^  Then,  sir,''  9aid  Allan,  with  a  stem  cotiiitensMleev 
**  I  shall  denounce  you  as  a  traitor  to  your  king  and 
our  most  holy  religion*  Look,  sir,  to  this.  Here 
are  your  cloaths,  the  evidences  of  your  guilt ;  and 
as  they  are  of  no  use  to  me  without  money^  I  wil]^ 
thus  equipped,  appear  before  my  colonel,  -and  you 
may  justly  tremble  for  your  conduct."  The  af^ 
frighted  tailor  and  his  wif^  fell  upon  theijr  knees, 
and  with  tears  implored  his  forbearance.  "  Money ! 
money  I"  exeUimed  Allan,  in  answer  to. every  axgu-r 
ment  and  to  every  prayer  j  when  the  simple,  well- 
intentioned  pair  produced  forty  livres^.  with  whicb 
Allan  stalked  out  of  the  house,  bidc^ng  them  fare-« 
well,  and  exhorting  them  to  hold  firto  to  the  Pro-' 
testant  faithy  with  a  look  of  the  most  impenetcable 
hypocrisy* 

He  then  went  to  a  place  where  omntrymen  ren-» 
dezvoused  with  their  carts,  and,  after  some  time^ 
agreed  with  a  fellow  who  brought  hay  into  the  dty, 
to  allow  him,  for  five  livres,  to  lie  at  tibe  bottom  of 
his  cart,  which  was  to  be  partly  kden  with  wood 
for.  f ueL  By  this  contrivance^  he  got  safely  without, 
the  gate  of  the  city,  which  was  nalri%)Wly  ^ateh^ed 
by  soldiers.  After  riding  thus  about  five  miles,  be 
was  extricated  from  his  uneasy  position  by  the  cart^ 
man,  and  immediately  left  the  road,  and  took  a 
route  across  the  coimtry,  being  determined  to  enter 
Fland^^  and  then  to  trust  to  his  good  fortune^ 
All  night  be  travelled  at  the  utmost  piteh  of  Ins 
speed ;  aJid  when  the  morning  dawned,  seeing  som^ 
houses  near  him,  he  resolved  to  conceal  himself  du-r 
ring  the  day  in  a  small  wood,  though  he  felt  hungry^ 
and  was  exhausted  with  fatigue* 
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After  sleeping  amongst  some  long  grass  at  the 
footof  a  tree  until  about  noon,  he  was  roused  by- 
two  men,  whom  he  found  shaking  him.  He  asked 
what  they  wanted,  when  they  replied  his  company 
to  dinner,  for  that  was  a  cold,  uncomfortable  bed- 
chamber which  he  had  chosen.  Being  two  decent 
looking  men,  he  arose,  thanked  them  for  their  kind** 
ness,  and  expressed  his  willingness  to  accompany 
them.  After^walking  about  a  mile,  they  ascended 
a  steep  saniiy  hillj  when  Allan,  to  his  utter  con- 
istornation^  3aw  an  encampment  of  troops  in  the 
valley  beneath.  He  looked  at  his  companions,  who, 
seizing  his  arms,  said,  "  Surely  you  are  not  afraid  of 
soldiers.*'  As  many  men  were  lying  on  the  ground 
very  near  them;  i^lan  put  a  good  face  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  expressi^him«elf  delighted  with  the  beau- 
tiful sight.  But  all  would  not  do ;  the  reward  for 
apprehending  a  deserter  was  not  to  be  despised,  and 
he  was  hurried  to  the  head-quarters.  Here  a  weE- 
invented  story  was  disbelieved,  as  he  could  give  no 
rational  excuse  for  having  his  hair  cut  in  the  mili- 
tary fashion  j  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Irish  Brigade,  which  formed  part  of  the  troops  in 
the  camp  of  Soissons,  near  to  which  place  it  was 
&trmed. 
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CHAPTER  XtV. 

Sffect  of  «3ie  I4pes  on  a  8<sotich  Xiu»hice«*Tbe  Scen^  Wcoitaes  moM  iattering.*. 
March  to  jam  the  Freodi  Army— rDe8fenioft--Apprtlleq4oiS  ibid  l>i«l-4MiMl£^ 
Preparative  for  Death-— Uqexpected  Pardon— Second  Dcfertion-— Interview  with 

-  a  Hermk — Joins  the  English  Army — Foragiug — Battle  of  Mindefu--Heroism 
of  a  Serjeaot— Female  Credulity— Anivai  ta  Kngiand* 

IxERE  again  Alkn  sufiei^  ilii^b  ffom  hi»ig^ 
and  hard  duty ;  while  the  ^?eea^tiofi$  taken  to  pife. 
vent  desertion,  and  the  severe  puriishittmta  itiflieied 
upon  offenders,  seemed  to  render  bif  ca90  bopei^. 
Being  OTie  day  overcome  witK  wejiaMcholy  r^fl^ 
jSonSj  lie  suddenly  seized  hi«  Ji^pes^  wliich  he  fagd 
Jong  carefully  coneeaJftJ,  aad^  silti^  dowfa  •«*  ,tiMB 
tent  door,  b^an  to  play:the  plaintive  Highiaidlfitr 
of  "  Lochaber  no  more;^  An  officer,  whi)  WBi.pfBis- 
ing,  stopped  to  liMen,  and,  when  Ife  had  fk»8hed» 
^fiked^  in  a  Scottish  ^^lerit,  If  he  was  a'^otc^hmait 
**No,"  replied  Allan,  "J  am  a  ]lirortfaumbiriani?4Tje- 
^*  *Tia  all  one/'  said  the  officer ; ' "  your  couhtrjrwiato 
ate  a  k^al  ^d  brave  people,  ahd'  fought  aiobln^  far 
thdr  legitimate  king  again$t  the  £kct<H*  of  Hano- 
ver." On  which  he  threw  to  James  a  lotA^  d^^ 
and  walked  on. 

Allan  and  his  comrades  had  now  a  glorious  feast ; 
and  as  he  was  next  day  sent  for  to  play  to  the  offi- 
cers while  at  dinner,  the  scene  began  to  brighten. 
He  was  not  only  liberally  paid  for  his  exertions^ 
but  also  exempted  from  duty  on  those  days  that  he 
attended  upon  the  officers  of  his  regiment.  While 
thus  enjoying  ease  and  comfort,  they  were  ordercd 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAltfBS  ALIiAN.  iSS 

»  .• 

^cTjoln  the  army  opposed  to  the  Ehgfiish ;  hot  Allan 
ibrmed  a^  determined  resolution  not  to  fight  against 
4iis  coantryinen,  but  tO' desert  and  join  them. at  the 
risk  of  his  life. 

Alhn's  regiment  was  ordeied  to  join  the  right 

wing  of  the  French  ^miy,   commanded  by  tiie 

Duke  de  Brogli^;  and.as  the  Englklh  were  retreats 

ing  in  every  dizeiction,  a  junction  W4ts  not  formed 

until  ^this  divisSen  4iad  encamped  between  Hans- 

bergen  and  Minden,  vAAch  ktst  place  had  just  been 

'^fiaken  by  assault,  ^and  in  which  &e  French  found 

^mense  magazinas^of  iiay  and  corn. 

'  AI^Bcn  haviiig  formed  Mt  kitimate  acquaintance 

"With  one  Patiick  Murphy,  a  gay,  thoughtless,  and 

%oId  Irishmen,  they  here  agreed  to  desert  together. 

Saving  at  night  passed  the  outposts  in  safety,  and 

-supposing  they  wei^  :dien  free  from  danger,  they 

^walked  efaeerfafiy  on  towards  the  British  lines;  but 

in  the  midst  ^  their  fancied  security,  and  whilst 

«3(&g]aU:dlating  ea^li^ther  on  llieir  escape,  they  were 

oPBinspectediy  siirromded  >and  made  prisoners  by^ar 

French  patool,  and  eeaflucbed  back  to  ti^  oamp. 

Tlie  oflScer  of  the  part^  next  mommg  reported 
"tiiem  as  deserters  to  the  Duke  de  iBroglb;  and  a 
eeurt  martadi  being  assembled^  they  were  brought 
46  trial.  After  the  witnesses  against  them  had  been 
examined,  James  was  called  upon  for  his  defence^ 
iidiol^ufr  addressed  the  court  :—^  Gentlemen,  I  do^ 
«ot  blame  you  for  bringing  us  to  trial — strict  disci- 
]dine  demands  it;  but  tiie  uniform  good  usage 
which  we  have  received  in  the  Frendi  service 
would  render  u$  >the  most  ungrateful  of  men^  had 
;«e  karbound  a  thought  of  desei^g/  It  is  true 

a  A 

/■ 
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we  were  found  without  the  piescribed  limits  cif  1^ 
camp;  but  the  reason  of  that  I  can  satisfactorily 
account  for.  Yesterday,  we  unfortunately  got  ao* 
quainted  with  two  young  women,  whom  we  agreed 
to  meet  at  twelve  at  night,  at  the  distance  of  foifir 
mUes,  in  the  direction  pf  the  enemy's  encampiQeiit/^ 
and  we  only  intended  to  spend  the  night  in  theb 
company,  without  having  any  idea  that  we  wero. 
acting  improperly.  It  has  been  urged  against  ua» 
as  a  seeming  proof  of  our  guilt,  that  we  had  most 
of  our  necessaries  along  with  us ;  but  that  action,  I 
trust,  when  our  motives  are  made  known,  will 
rather  be  applauded  than  condemned.  As  we  in« 
tended  to  be  absent  all  night,  we  thought  it  safest, 
lest  they  should  jbe  stolen,  to  take  th^m  along  with 
us.  Nor  can  the  witnesses  against  us  say  that  we 
offered  to  escape,  or  made  the  least  resistance,  which: 
certainly  would  not  have  bemi  the  case  had  our  in-* 
tention  been,  to  desert.*' 

Patrick,  who  had  been  separately  confineoC  waa 
lii^n  brought  before  the  court,  and* desired  to  nodce- 
\m  defence,  which  he  did  in  nearly  the  same  woids«: 
^his  plan  had  been  judidoudy  {areocmcerted  be- 
ta^^ien  them,  ih  case  of  their  being  apprehended^ 
and  examined  apart*  They  were  heaord,  with  the» 
greatest  attention,  and  their  relations  agreed,  so  mi-«^ 
uutely,  that  had  they  been  found  without  thdr< 
knapsacks,  they  would  probably  have  been  acquit* 
ted;  but  unfortunately  Jame9  had  packed  .up 
several  artides  which  were  not  his  own;  and  al- 
&ough  he  strenuously  dedared  that  he  had  done  so 
tiirough  mistake,  his  assertions  were  discredited*^ 
fif^  the  courj;  foufld  them  both  guiltjr,  &tkd  sep#i 


Digitized  by  \jQOQIC 


iAMER  ALLAN.         .  187 

.ienced  ti^m  to  be  shot  titee  foUewing:  momiiag  at 
eight  d'dodc. 

They  ware  then  e^ieorted  under  a  stroijg  guard  to 
IT  place  of  security ;  a  sinkll  loaf  of  bread  and  a  jug 
of  water  were  placed:  in  their  dismal  abode,  and  they 
.were  Mt  to  tfaeitiselves/  James  often  declared  that  at 
tluis  time  his  mind  wandered  in  such  quiek  suceessioh 
£tom  one  scene  of  his-life  to  another,  that  he  could 
not  fix  his  thoughts  upon  any  p^irtlcular  subject  f# 
a  single  minute :  but  at  length  he  formed  the  reso-^ 
Itttion  of  iheeti^  his  fate  with  heroism,  and  of  e^ 
lofting  the'  admiration  of  his^  comtades;t  for  whichr 
purpose  be  began  to  cobipose  a  tune,  whidi  he  ii^- 
tended  to  play  at  the  place  o{  €fxecution.  This 
ftilly  occupied  him  till  his  companion,  worn  out 
with  watching  and  fatigue,  in  spite  of  his  incMmi^ 
tibn  to  'the  contrary,  fell  stdeep,  and  lii  afewmi^ 
But^  Jam^s^  fdlowed  his  example/ 

They  were/  at  six  iri  the?  morning,  tousedi  fey  A^ 
guaris  who  entered  their  prison,  attended  by  a 
priest,'  that  came  to  receive  their  confesdon^  bhA  t* 
give  them  abcbldtioti.  Mutphy  fist^ed  attentively 
to  the  priest's  admonition^  whflst  Jan^s  was  hunu  * 
iningFo^er  hi^^tune;  but  he  did  not  neglect  to  jog 
Patrick  on  the  elbow  in  the  midst  of  the  priest's 
Imrahgue,^  aiiid  whisper  in  English,  ••Mind,  VkU 
dinna  confess."  His  advicie  WaS  fofloXved,  f6r  he 
6nly,  in  general  terms,  confessed  himself  a  sinner; 
whilst  Allan  told  the  priest  that  they  were  innocent 
ef  the  crime  for  which  they  were  to  suffer,  and  that 
ti&  he  b^d  no  heinous  i^ini^  to  ebiifess^  he  stood  in  ncv 
need  of  absolution/ 
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They  were  then  left  to  themsdves  for  an  Iioyx;  ilt 
the  expiration  of  which  the  guards  again  entered  to* 
conduct  them  to  the  place  ci  exeeution.  Patrick 
requested  a  few  minutes'  indulgence,  in'  order  tO' 
petition  his  Maker  for  the  last  tfane,  vrtiich  ww 
readily  granted,  when  he  again  eatreated  Allan  Ur 
join  him,  hut  received  for  answer,  "It  is  time 
enough  yet;"  and  during  this  short  iiiterv^,  he 
busied  himself  witii  huckling.  on  his  small  pipes^. 

The  procession  at  fengtli-  moved  slowly  and  so^ 
^mnly  ta  the  melanch<rfy  beat  of  the  muffled  driim ; 
and  though  James  afterwards  acknowledged  that 
his  cansdience  smote  him  for  neglec6ng  to  c^r  ufr 
B  priayer  to  his  Maker,  yet  he  marched  wilh  a  firm 
strand  unchanged  countenance  for  even  now  he 
-was  not  entirely  divested- ©f  hope^ 

When  they  arrived  at  the  place  jjitched  xi^pn  fot 
the  execution,  and  wene  about  te^  be  bounds*  AUafi^ 
flfiked  leave  to  use  hi^  hands  foF  a;  few  mamentSr 
and,,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  piesent,  |&yed  tiuf 
tune  he  had  composed  during  the  night  in  so  met^ 
tocholy  and  touchmg  a  style^  that  there  was^not  a^ 
jungle  individual  psesei^  unmoved  at  their. -ap^ 
proaehing.  fate.f    The  execution  of  two  sndb  hfuid* 

.  *  Thi^  piece  vf  mvsie  k  ^Q  knowfi  id  N9iFtlium^erlaiid  by  ibf 
pmn^  of  *'  Jamie  Allan's  Tunt" 

The  accurate  description  whic¥  Aflaa  has  given  of  his  sensations- 
while  under  condemnation  of  deaths  is  philosophicalfy  |ast.  Un« 
der  these  oircurastaiiees,  a  person  possessed  olsn  active  and  wuin^ 
imagiiietion'inast  find  it  almost  iapossiUe  tua^mct  hi9  thoughtsi 
and  to  fix  th«m  exclusively  upon  any  particular  olject ;  whilst  the 
weak-minded  will  sink  into  a  kind  of  -  stup<Mr^  which  ia  usually 
SDistaken  for  thouf^htfulness  and  resignation.  Here  we  beg  leave 
to  enter' our  protest  against  the  religious  preparations  thai  alwajs- 
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gmiB^  f&At^  xaen  exdited  a  geAe]:al  feeing  of 
<9omniiiE^ration. 

.J   •' .      i '       '   •     ^      ' 

'jtfaced^  anieteication-.'  We'itish  not  to  less^  fli«  few^  ooiufortir 
wjiich  >  t^HuBAl  in  tlA|  sHimtion  ean  enjoy^  nor  to  depreciate  tb^' 
itiyaltt^ble  consolations  of  tbe  gospel;  but  we.  do  ibink,  that  the' 
usual  noise  £bid  boast  which  are  made  respecting  the  sudden  oon« 
Versions^  and  religious  e^tasie8>  of  men  whom  society  judge  tiDO  baS 
to  live^  is  both  unwise  and  impolitic.  It  is  offering  a  kind  of  in^ 
demnifidBitioBf  £dr  crime,  and'  tends  to  nuUif  j  the  talnt^  denun- 
ciations of  the  scpptures  against  vice.  Be»de^j  according  to  the 
testimony  of  a  la^e  respectably  ordinary  of  Newgate^  the  mot^ 
Humble  penitents^  whilst  under  the  sentence  of  the  law>  almost 
mTtiriably  rehipsed  into-  their  former  bad  Babitls  after  receiving  ti^ 
p^rdoa.         .     • 

Thsifortitsade  and  apparent  carelessness  displayed'  by  som^  mem 
mik^  Y^l^  ^^^  ^^  death>  is  generally  attributed  to  extreme  wick- 
edness and  hardness  of  heart;  bnt^  on  the  contrary^  it  evince^  a 
strength  an&  loftiness  of  niind^  which>  if  properly  directed^  woul^t 
have  achieved  the  most  heroic  actions.  A  coward  very  naturalljr  ^ 
Becomes  base,  eruel>  and  vicious ;  but  ar  brave  man  is  susceptible 
of  the  best  and  most  generous  sentiments.  He  bares  his  breasts 
to  the  storm,  and  pursues  his  object  in  defiance  of  danger^  be  it 
good  OF  evil.  If  he  errs,  it  is  because  he  is  ignorant  of  the  road  ta 
llappiiiess. 

We  do  not  mean  to  at^bute  any  extraordinary  degree  either  of 
eourage  or  of  innate  greatness  of  mind  to  ifames  Allan,  althougb 
we  think  that  his  character  has  seldom  been  justly  a]^reoiated; 
but  we  think  there  was  something  strikingly  grand  and  romantic 
in  his  composing  a  tune  with  a  musket  pointing  at  his  breast,  and 
his  playing  it  just  before  his  eyes  were  fbr  ever  shut.  It  must 
have  greatly  affected  the  gallant  warriors  whc^.  «um>unded  him. 
Our  northern  bards  have  celebrated  a  similar  circumstance  witfr 
admirable  spirit  and  pathos ;  and  as  Allan's  determination  proba- 
bly originated  from  it,  we  will  vefresh  our  veadera'  memories  wit& 
*  few  stanaas. 

M'PHE«80N'»  J'ABEWftLL. 

**  Farewell,  ye  dungeons  dark  and stnongj 
Tbe  wretdi's  destiaie  I 
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Wb6n  Allan  had  finished  Im  tene^  he  was  bouncf 
and  blindfolded,  and  the  order  to  '*  make  re&dtf  wa9 
given ;  after  a  short  pause,  the  more  appalling  word 
'^presenf'  followed/  The  hope  of  pardon  bow  eiK 
tirely  forsook  Allan,  and  he  shuddered  at,  jret 
wished  to  hear  the  command  given  to  ^^firef  foi', 
from  the  moment  that  hope  had  fled,  suspense  be« 
eame  Insupportably  painful. 

After  the  s^diers  had  received  the  last  orden^  a 
consultation  took  place  amongst  Jthe  officers,  and  a 
lieutenarif  appfoa:6hed  the  |)ris6lfiets,  and  told  them 
that  he  was  deputed  by  his  fcrotter  officers  to  ad« 
vise  them,  as  they  valued  their  future  happiness^  to 
confess  their  crime,  which  had  been  so  dearly 
proved  against  them,  since  pardon  could  not  taow; 
on  any  account,  be  granted;  and  then  addressing 


'  MTherson's  tune  will  not  te  lon^ 
On  yonder  gallows  tree. 
.  Sae  rantingljjf,  sae  f»unloidy^ 
*  *    Sae  daunttngli/  gaed  he : 
TBe  play'd  a  spring,  and  danc'd  it  round/ 
'  Behw  fhe  gallows  tree. 

^  Oh,  wiiat  is^  death  btit'  partSng  breath  ?— » 

On  movty  a  battle  plain 
Tre  dair'd  his  face,  and  in  this  plkter 

I  ijoom  him  yet  again  f 
Sue  Tdntinglgy  8(d* 

••-      i»-       •       *•      4r       «       •       • 

^^Ndw  fiiretrell,  light,  thon  suttehine  briglrfy 
And  all  beneath  the  sky ! 
^  May  coward  diame  distain  his  name^ 
The.  wretch-that  dare  not  die  i 
&ae  rantinghf,  ^4:*" 
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liimifeff  particularly  to  the  penitent,  desired  him  to 
muk^  confession  if  he  hoped  for  mercy  in  another 
world:  but  Pat  remained  silent,  for  he  afterwards 
i^Snned,  that  when  he  attempted  to  speak,  his 
tongue,  being  so  paraHzed  with  the  apprehension  of 
his  approaching  fate,  refused  its  office.  But  hope 
at  that  instant  again  flashed  upon  the  acute  and 
buoyant  mind  of  Allan ;  and  when  the  same  que&p 
tkin  was  repeated  to  him,  he  replied  with  energy,  , 
'^I  have  no  hope  of  pardon,  noivcan  I  oompr^end 
your  reason  for  wishing  a  person  in  my  awful  situa* 
lion. to  utter  a  falsehood:  all,  therefore,  I  have  to 
say  is,  that  we  are  both  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  we  are  going  to  suffer,  so  help  me  God," 

The  officer  then,  without  replying,  left  them; 
and  aftei"  five  minutes'  conversation  with  the  other 
officers,  returned,  and  ordered  the  guards  to  unbind 
the  prisoners,  when  they  were  conducted  befpre  the 
Duke  de  Broglia,  who  addressed  them  thus:^-^ 
^*^  Young  men,  when  a  shadow  of  doubt  appears  in 
a  case  like  the  present,  we  always  incline  to  mercy ; 
nor  can  I  suppose  you  so  hwdeped  as  to  deny  m 
erime,  when  at  the  point  of  death,  if  actually  guilty, 
and  thus  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Beings  bid- 
ding him,  as  it  were,  defiance.  You  s^  now  free ; 
but  kt  im  cautii^n  you  to  be  circumspect  in  future, 
for  if  either  of  you  ape  ever  found  beyond  the  pre* 
scribed  limits,  you  will  be  shot  withcmt  either  trial 
OT  ceremony  .** 

They  were  then  dii^issed,  and  returned  to  the 
camp,  greeted  with  the  acclamations  of  their  bro^ 
ther  soldiers,  attd  receiving  the  congratxilationis  of 
thousands;  but  t^iose  of  a  Scotchman  were  tlm 
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most  warm  and  particular.  After  the  tumult  lutoi 
ceas^»  tiiis  man  requested  a  private  conference 
with  Allan,  and  informed  him  of  his  intention  te 
desert  to  the  English  camp.  He  observed,  that  his 
conduct  on  the  late  occasion  c(»ivinced  him  that  he 
was  a  proper  person  to  be  trusted  with  the  secret; 
:and  be  added  that,  by  taking  ascireuitoaS'rottte,  be 
was  confident  of  e£^ting  their  escape;  ending  by* 
entreating  James  to  accompany  him.  At  fuist  he 
besitated^  as  his  late  narrow  escape,  dnA  the  impres- 
mve  warning  1^  had  received  from  the  Duke  de 
3foogMo,  still  agitated  his  mind :  but  alter  a  little 
40onsideration,  ail  these  impressions  were  e^ced  hy 
im  irresistifa^  desire  to  join  his  countrymen,  and  he 
ilgreed  again  to  venture,  provided  Ms  coBorade 
^ould  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  the  party*  ' 

On  sounding  Murphy's  indit^tions  on  the  sub-» 
ject,  he  was  found  less  averse  to  the  enterprise  than 
fmght  have  been  expected.  He  request!^,  how« 
^ever,  to^have  flie  night  to  considier  of  it  Next 
firioriiing,  he  ex{a*essed  hk»  decided  approbation  of 
the  design,  because,  said  be,^a  battle  seems  almost 
certain,  and  should  we  be  taken  prisoners,  our  iive» 
will  be  fc»*feitedr  being  found  in  a^ems  against  our 
itountrymen ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  mwe  honomv 
lakie  to  suffer  an  ignominious^  d^afh  for  attempting 
that  whidi  is  natural  and  just,  thaq  to  run  the  risk 
0f  taking  the  life  of  a  r^ktsbn  <^  ai  countryman  in 
the  field  of  battle.'' 
-  The  confederates  met  in  the  evening,  and  took  a 
iM)lemn  oath  to  defend  each  oiher  while  life  te^ 
mained,  should  they  be  interrupted  in  their  intended 
ftight     They  l^n  agtseed^  W  i^scafM^  by  daS&^AH^ 
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routes  after  parade  on  the  following  mornings  and 
to  rendezvous  at  an  appointed  place. 

In  the  morning,  the  thunder  rolled  in  tremendous 
peals,  and  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  so  that  as 
soon  as  the  muster-roll  was  called  over^  the  soldiers 
were  dismissed.  The  adventurers  deemed  the  storm 
a  favovu^ble  circumstance,  and  intimated  by  signs 
to  each  other  their  continued  i:esolution  of  execut- 
ing their  projected  plan^;  and  while  the  soldiers  re- 
tired to  their  tents  for  shelter,  they  skulked  away, 
and  met  in  the  afternoon  at  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
where  they  found  shelter  amongst  some  thick  un- 
derwood until  it  was  dark. 

Night  having  set  in,  they  left  their  hiding  place, 
and  travelled  till  day-break,  when  they  tool^  shelter 
in  a  wood :  here  they  gathered  berries  and  herbs  to 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger,  and  then  sought  a 
convenient  place  for  repose.  When  night  ap- 
proached, they  again  resumed  their  journey ;  but  as 
the  roads  were  almost*impassible^  they  were  obliged 
to  deviate  from  their  intended  course,  aod  to  enter 
into  a  forest.  In  this  direction  they  travelled  for 
about  two  hours,  when  they  discovered  a  small 
mansion,  raised  upon  a  mound  of  earth,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  stone  wall:  a  flight  of  rude, 
moss-grown  steps  led  to  the  entrance,  which  Was 
secured  by  a  small,  but  strong  iron  gate,  at  the  t^ 
of  which  was  suspended  a  hollow  piece  of  wood,  in 
•the  form  of  a  beU,  with  a  tongue  made  of  the  same 
Uiaterial.  An  in^mediate  consultation  took  place 
on  the  best  method  of  introducing  themselves,  when 
it  was  agreed  to  try  what  effect  the  odd-fashioned 
9  2  b 
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bell  wmild  feive  m  rousing  the  inmates  (if  suc& 
there  were)  of  tMs  lonely  dwdling. 

<yfi  ringing,  «^  TeneraMe  looking  old  man  inade 
hfe  ap|)^rance  at  tfee  house  door,  awayed  in  ^  long 
blade  gown,  feotmd  taght  roaind  Ms  wai«t  with  a 
broad  leathern  bdt :  from  his  neck  was  suspended  a 
wooden  cross  of  an  uncommon  size.  He  w^Edked 
slowly  tot^ards  them,  through  the  long  grass,  w^hich 
readied  to  his  waist.  On  aj^roacMng  the  ^ula* 
gate,  he  was  addressed  both  in  EngUsh  «Rd  fVench, 
neither  of  which  languages  this  German  «ckise 
seemed  to  understand.  At  lengtik  the  Irishman 
spoke  to  him  in  Latin,  to  which  he  xeturaed  an 
immediate  answer,  and  desired  to  be  kiformed  of. 
tlieir  business  with  him. 

The  Irisfbman  said,  that  they  were  a  party  of 
French  soMiers  in  pursuit  of  des^ters,  w*bom  tbe;^ 
had  followed  into  the  fwest,  and  lost  in  its  intrica- 
cies; and  thait  they  requested  pewnission  t<>  enter 
his  dw^ling  to  rest  and  refre^  tibemselvesi  The 
termit  replied  that  refreshmenbs,  s«ch  as  he  couUL 
afford,  were  at  their  iservice ;  but  that  he  «ould  «et, 
x>n  any  conaderation,  consent  to  their  entering  into 
iiis  premises,  and  he  trusted  tfeat  they  wouM  not 
forcH)ly  intrude  upon  his  privacy.  The  Iristewm^ 
who  had  been  educated  for  holy  wders,  but  -on  ^ac- 
count  of  his  irregular  and  bad  conduct  had  been 
expeD^d  the  college,  assured  hhn  that  he  was  as 
safe  from  insult  from  them,  as  if  endrded  by  *he 
whole  French  army;  and  that  they  oidy  requested 
water  to  quench  their  thirst.  The  vena:«Me  old 
man  thanked  him  and  retired^  but  soon  iretiumed 
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wiifli  all  accejNtobte  siq)ply  of  water,  a  basket  of  ex- 
Cdlent  ^wt»^  and  Wo  loaves  of  bread,  which  b© 
garre  tb^,  aoeonpoiii^  by  bis  beBediction.  They 
tbeit  parted^'  seeiiii^gly  mucb  pleaded  with  eaeh 
otber* 

This  seasonable  supply  gave  the  travellers  fir^ 
vigour.  They  walked  cbeeifuHy  on  during  ^thc^ 
night;  and  at  day-break  they  peieeived  twosj»^ 
dwelUi^  sitiMted  on  tbe  brow  of  a  biUt  A  eoa^ 
sidtatiori  iooffiiediately  took  plaee;  wbethet  it  would 
be  more  advibsable  to  enter  these  houses,  in  order  to. 
ascertain  the  diStwiee  tbfy  were  from  the  aWedr 
army,  oar  to  avoid  them  aitgt^^ther.  It  bekig  agreedr 
^  visit  thetn»  they  m^ntth^  'forwajedsr;  and,  on  ap- 
proaching the  cottfigQs,  their  fear^  were  chwgfd  to 
joy,  at  discovering  the  letter*  G^  1^.  redely  painted 
on  the  window^htttters  i  ;%  ^Ircumstanee  that  left 
no  doubt  as  to  tbfcirbtiilg' within  tba  English  liues^ 
tod  consequently  out  of  d^ger  froaw  the  Frcsnuch.    ^ 

As  the  fugitives  were  iK)i>gratulating  each  Qthe?p 
on  their  fortunate  escape^  and  about  tQ  ejnter  one  of 
the  cottages,  a  corporal,  tijree  privates,  and  a  drunv 
iner,  appeared  in  view,  advancing^up  th^  hill,  with 
theh:  arms  and  acci(^utr^pient§.  After  exchanging 
the  usual  salutations  of  the  mpn^ing,  it  was  under^ 
stood  that  they  too  were  deserting,  but  to  a  d^r- 
ent  party.  Alkn  wished  them  a  prosperous  Journey, 
and  requested' th^cjorppral  to;^ye  his  complinv^nts 
to  the  Duke  deBrfl^iDj  and  ;t^)^  inform  him,  that  h^ 
was  happy  to  thiijik  that  he  had  escaped  from  being 
«hbt  without  a  trial,  and  that  he  soon  expected  tp 
have  an  equal  chance  with  him  at  that  game  in  the 
field  of  battle.    He  then  told  the  English  desftrters 
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to  strike  through  the  country,  instead  of  the  cir- 
cuitous route  which  he  aiid  his  companions  had 
pursued,  as  by  that  course  they  would  reach  the 
French  camp  at  Retberg  in  less  than  half  the  time 
which  he  and  his  comrades  had  spent  in  cc^ning 
from  it.  The  other  party,  in  a  like  friendly  man- 
ner, pointed  out  the  situation  of  the  allies,  who 
were  encamped  at  Soest  and  Wa'le,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. They,  however,  refused  to  enter  the  house 
of  entertainment,  being  naturally  apprehensive  that 
some  foraging  parties  belonging  to  the  allies  might 
be  abroad,  and  surprise  them.  Allan  and  his  com- 
panions, on  the  contrary;  being,  now  exempt  from 
fear,  indulged  themselves  in  taking  refreshments^ 
and  then  set  out  to  join  their  countrymen. 

On  reaching  the  camp  of  the  allies,  they  were 
conducted  into  the  presence  of  Lord  George  Sack* 
ville  and  other  officers  of  distinction,  who  interro- 
gated them  respecting  the  strength  and  situation  of 
the  French  army ;  to  which  questions  the  Irishman 
answered  in  an  intelligent  and  satisfactory  manner. 
They  were  then  desired  to  join  themselves  to  such 
regiments  as  were  most  a^eeable  to  their  inclina- 
tions; when  Allan  and  the  Scotchman  attached 
themselves  to  the  twenty-fifth  regiment  of  foot. 

Fot  a  few  days  AUan  was  elated  by  being  placed 
amongst  his  countrymen;  but  this  novelty  wearing 
away,  he  began  to  feel  a  material  differenoe  between 
the  strict  discipline  of  the  British  army,  and  attend- 
ing the  French  officers  on  their  parties  of  pleasure. 
When  the  cash  which  he  had  brought  with  him 
was  expended,  he  repented 'of  the  step  he  had 
taken;  and  as  the  pay  he  received  was  no  way  ade- 
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t|uate  to  his  expenditure,  he  joined  a  few  others, 
who  went  out  to  forage  ot  plunder ;  though  such 
practices  were  fcrbidden  on  pain  of  death.  Allan, 
from  his  Spartan-like  dexterity,  frequently  fared 
more  sumptuously  than  officers  of  the  first  rank ; 
nor  was  he  ever  detected. 

Allan  confessed  his  inability  to  give  an  accurate 
description  of  the  battle  of  Minden,*  but  said,  that 

*  By  the  preceding  account>  it  seems  that  Allan  and  his  oompa- 
nions,  on  deserting,  took  a  very  circuitous  route^  in  order  to  avoid 
the  French  outposts.  Nor  could  this  he  avoided^  when  we  consi* 
der  that  the  Duke  de  Broglio  had  the  river  Weser  on  his  front, 
with  an  extensive  morass  on  that  wing  from  which  Allan  probably 
deserted.  Besides,  at  this  period  the  allied  army  was  posted  at 
some  distance  from  the  enemy,  as  Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  ad- 
vance until  a  few  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  Mind^,  which 
took  place  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1759.  Allan  has 
frequently  alluded  to  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  weather ;  and  this 
is  usually  very  great  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  dry  and  sandy  plains 
of  Hanover,  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Here  it  may  not  be  un- 
interesting to  give  a  brief  account  of  this  celebrated  battle. 

On  the  last  day  of  July,  the  Marechal  de  Contades,  resolving  to 
attaek  the  allied  army,*  ordered  the  corps  of  Broglio  to  repass  the 
river;  and  advancing  in  eight  columns,  about  midnight,  passed 
the  rivulet  of  Barta,  -that  runs  along  the  morass,  and  falls  into  the 
Weser  at  Minden.  At  day-break  he  formed  his  army  .in  order  of 
battle,  part  of  it  fronting  the  corps  of  General  Wangenheim  at 
Dodenhausen,  and  part  of  it  f&cing  Hille ;  the  two  wings  consist- 
ing of  infantry,  iand  the  cavalry  being  stationed  in  the  centre.  At 
three  in  the  moaning,  the  enemy  began  to  cannonade  the  prince's 
quarters  at  HiUe  from  a  battery  of  six  cannon,  which  they  had 
raised  the  preceding  evening  on  the  dyke  of  Eickhorst.  This 
was^robably  the  first  intimation  h^  received  of  their  intention. 
He  forthwith  caused  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  conveyed  to 
Hille,  and  ordered  the  officer  of  the  piquet -guard  there  posted  t6 
defend  ^imself  to  the  last  extremity :  at  the  same  time,  he  sent 
orders  t%  General  Giesen,  who  occupied  Lubek,  to  attack  the 
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the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  was  placed  to 
the  rigfat»  with  other  British  and  Hanovaian  regi-r 
ments,  where  they  Vf&ce  fi^eely  attacked  by  svspe*- 

enemy's  post  at  3E2icUior«t;  aoad  this  serrice  was  succesfiffdly  pert* 
formed.  The  Prince  of  Anhalt^  Ueulenant-geaeral  for  the  day« 
took  possession  with  the  rest  of  the  piquets  of  the  village  of  Halen^ 
where  Prince  Ferdinand  resolved  to  support  his  right.  It  was 
already  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  but  they  soon  abandoned  it 
with  precipitation.  The  allied  army  being  put  in  motiouj^  ad- 
vanced in  eigjat  columns^  and  occupied  the  ground  between  Jialen 
and  HimmerU)  while  General  Wangenheim's  «^pB  fiUed  up  the 
space  betweai  this  last  village  and  Dodenhausen.  The  enemy 
made  their  principal  effort  on  the  left^  intending  to  force  the  in*« 
fantry  of  Wangenheim'a  corps^  and  penetrate  between  it  and  the 
body  of  the  allied  army.  For  this  purpose^  the  Duke  de  Broglio 
attacked  them  with  great  fury,  but  was  si9verely  checked  hy  a 
battery  of  30  cannon^  prepared  for  his  receptipn  by  the  Count  de 
Buckebourg^  grand  master  of  the  artillery^  and  served  with  admi* 
rable  effect^  under  his  own  eye  and  direction.  About  five  in  the 
morning,  both  annies  cannonaded  each  other.  At  six,  the  fire  of 
musquetry  began  with  great  vivacity,  and  the  action  became  very 
hot  towards  the  right,  where  six  regiments  of  English  infantryj 
and  two  battalions  of  Hanoverian  guatrds,  not  only  bpra  the  whole 
brunt  of  the  French  carabineers  and  gendarmerie,  but  absolutel]j[ 
broke  every  body  of  horse  and  foot  l^iat  advanced  to  attack  tbam 
oh  the  left  and  in  the  centre.  ,  The  Hessian  cavalry,  with  som^ 
regiments  of  Holstein,  Prussian,  and  Hanoveriai)  drs^;oonfi,  posted 
on  the  left,  performed  good  service.  The  cavalry  on  the  right  had 
no  opportunity  of  engaging.  They  were  destined  to  support  tl^e 
infantry  of  the  third  line,  and  consisted  of  the  British  and  Hano* 
verian  horse,  eommanded  by  Lord  Grecurge  SackviUe,  whose  second 
was  the  Marquis  of  Granby.  They  wiere  posted  at  a  ocmsiderable 
distance  from  the  first  line  of  infantry,  and  divided  frcun  it  by  a 
wood  that  bordered  on  a  heath.  Orderip  were  sent,  during  the 
action,  to  bring  them  up ;  but  whether  these  orders  were  contra- 
dictory, unintelligible,  or  imperfectly  executed,  they  did  not  arrive 
ill  time  to  have  any  share  in  the  actio^ ;  nor,  indeed,  were  they 
originally  intended  &r  that  purpose ;  nor  was  there  the  least  oc^ca^ 
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Qor  numbers.  Tfaey  bravely  repulsed  aH  the 
Fnnch  troops  that  were  sent  against  them,  tiioiigh 
titey  suffered  severely.  Allan  related  num^ous 
anecdotes  of  British  courage;  but  he  dwelt  with 
peculiar  delight  on  the.  fdlowmg  one^  which  he 
bstnself  witnessed : — 

"The  twenty-fifth  regiment  suffered  severely^ 
and  on  one  occasion  was  obliged  to  fall  bade,  having 
at  kast  ten  to  one  to  contend  with.  We  were 
fitting  almost  musade  to  hmzzle  when  the  move* 
ment  was  made;  and  a  ball  having  silruek  the  gal* 
lant  youth  who  carried  tiie  colours,  he  instantly 
fell  The  standard  was  seized  by  the  enemy ;  but 
a  hmve  young  man,  a  serjeant,  named  Brigges^  wit^ 
nessing  the  transaction,  immediately  rushed  upon 
the  Frenchman:  with  one  hand  be  grasped  the 
colours,  and  with  the  other  ran  him  through  the 
body,  and  then  made  towards  his  companions  with 


L  for  their  semoe;  nor  could  they  have  oome  up  ia  time  ant 
iiOBditi<»i  to  perffMrm  effectual  8erTice>  had  the  orders  beien  explicit 
and  !cai»istent^  and  the  commander  acted  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion. Be  that  as  it  will^  the  enemy  were  reptilsed  in  all  their 
attacks  with  considerable  loss.  At  lengthy  they  gave  way  in  every 
)Hu:t ;  and,  about  noon^  abandoning  the  field  of  battle^  were  fmr- 
sised  to  thejramparts  of  Minden.  In  this  action  they  losts  paot 
number  of  men^  with  43  large  cannon^  and  many  -cokurs  and 
standaj*ds  j  whereas  the  loss  of  the  allies  was  very  inoonsiderable^ 
as  it  chiefly  fell  upon  a  few  regiments  of  JBritish  infantry^  com- 
manded by  the  Majors-general  Waldegrave  and  Kingsley.  To 
jQke  extraordinary  prowess  of  these  gallant  brigades^  and  the  Ine 
^f  ikf^  Britkh  art^ery^  the  victory  was  in  a  great  measure  ascctbed. 
The  same  night,  the  enemy  passed  the  Weser^  and  burned  the 
bridges  over  that  river.  Next  day,  the  garrison  of  Minden  sur^ 
rendered  at  discretion^  and  here  the  victors  found  a  great  niunber 
^  French  officers  wounded. 
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the  greatest  speed.  The  enemy  fired  a  volley  jeA 
tidlets  after  him,  one  of  which  went  through  his 
body.  Notwithstanding  this,  our  brave  seijeant 
kept  his  legs,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  the  stan- 
dard to  a  place  of  safety,  when  he  sank  to  the 
ground,  being  completely  exhausted  by  the  loss  of 
blood.  He  was,  however,  perfectly  cured;  but  his 
officer  never  promoted,  or  noticed  him,  for  thus 
gallantly  preserving  the  regiment's  honour.  On  re- 
turning to  England,  he  took  courage,  and  stated  his 
case  to  the  king.  After  making  strict  enquiry,  his 
majesty  sevierely  reprimanded  the  officer,  and  in- 
stantly ordered  the  serjeant  to  be  promoted,  and 
gave  him  two  hundred  pounds  to  furnish  him  with 
necessaries." 

Allan  viewed  the  field  of  battle  after  the  enemy 
were  defeated ;  and  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  the 
day  were  lost  in  the  anticipation  of  the  rich  harvest 
he  should  reap  at  night,  by  plundering  the  dead: 
but  he  was  much  disappointed  to  find  that  precau- 
tions were  adopted  which  rendered  this  design  im- 
practicable. He,  however,  insinuated  himself  into 
the  good  graces  of  a  soldier's  widow,  whose  husband 
had  been  killed  in  the  battle.  This  woman,  who 
was  an  adroit  camp  follower,  had  busily  employed 
herself  in  plundering  when  the  work  of  carnage  was 
nearly  closed.  Faihiliar  with  scenes  of  suffering 
and  death,  she  had  lost  the  common  feelings  of  hu- 
manity: and  as  women,  when  divested  of  shame, 
virtue,  send  tenderness,  usually  run  into  the  extreme 
of  wickedness ;  so  had  this  woman  become  an  object 
of  abhorrence  amongst  the  soldiers  with  whom  she 
and  her  husband  were  associated.    The  shrieks  of 
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the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  were 
fainiliar  to  her  ear.  Plunder  was  her  object ;  and 
if  opposed  by  an  officer  who  had  some  little  strength 
left,  she  soon  gave  him  his  quietus.  Her  success,  ^ 
on  this  occasion,  was  great ;  and  Allan,  who  was  a  \ 
man  to  her  mind,  cheerfidly  assisted  in  squandering 
the  profits  of  her  booty.  He  solemnly  promised 
that  he  would  marry  her  when  they  arrived  in 
England :  but  as  soon  as  she  became  unable  to  sup- 
ply his  extravagance,  he,  with  his  accustomed  in^ 
constancy,  abruptly  broke  off  the  connexion,  and 
sent  this  credulous  and  unworthy  woman  to  seek  a 
husband  elsewhere. 

The  twenty-fifth  regiment,  being  much  reduced* 
was,  some  time  after  the  battle,  sent  to  England,  in 
order  to  be  recruited;  and  when  it  had  been  re- 
viewed by,  his  majesty,  recruiting  parties  were  sent 
to  different  stations.  Allan,  as  a  musician,  was 
considered  a  valuable  man  in  the  regiment,  and  was 
commanded  to  join  the  party  ordered  to  Stockport. 


2  G 
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CHiVPTER  XV. 

Desertion— Deieetlbn—Ctdipd  by  a  Chimney— The  T^tor  of  ftfrgpfpe  Droneft«« 
BnllttB  at  8M]^— DeiBiti  tfaeittnft  Kigtei^-^-MveiB  the  Fiui-gin^at  Dtrlingfon 
—Again  jma  a  tecniitiog  Party  at  Darbam-^efiige  at  Hilton— Apprehended 
at  Newcastle— Curious  Escape— Meedng  of  Gipsies  at  Morpeth— Arrives  ai 
Rothbnry— Petitions  the  JDoaieste  at  Akiwiek  Castle. 

LiONGING  to  resume  the  vagrant  life,  AHa*  de^ 
termined  to  desert :  but  this  could  not  be  eflB^eted 
with  safety  without  a  disguise ;  and  being  destitute 
of  money  to  procure  one,  he  became  very  tbougki- 
fill,  and  often  left  the  society  of  his  companions  and 
Wandered  to  the  neighbouring  vUlages.  In  one  of 
these  rambles,  he  observed  a  mason  at  work'  builds 
ing  a  wall,  and  saw  his  coat  and  waistcoat  in.  a.  shed 
at  a  distance  from  where  he  waA  employed.  Thinks 
ing  that  theise  cloafiis  might  answer  his  purpos^  he 
determined  to  !make  them  his  own  on  the  following 
morning.* 

At  night  he  attempted  to  borrow  a  few  shillings 
of  the  Serjeant,  pretending  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  purchasing  a  couple  of  cheap  shirts;  but  this  re- 
quest was  refused.  However,  the  want  of  cash  did 
not  prevent  him  from  pursuing  his  intended  plan ; 
and  early  next  morning  he  went  out  and  watched 
the  mason,  who  soon  arrived  and  began  his  work. 
When  Allan  saw  him  completely  engaged,  he  stole 
to  the  shed,  and  exchanged  his  regimentals  for  the 
brown  coat  and  fustian  waistcoat.  He  then  con« 
verted  his  cocked  hat  into  a  tolerable  round  one, 
cut  off  his  long  hair,  and,  with  a  solitary  sixpence 
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m  Us  pocket,  departed.  His  intmtion  was  to 
travel  to  Liohdon>  where  he  knew  he  could  easily 
&)d  a  li^t  eoUier  to  cany  bim  down  to  Korthum* 
berland.  With  this  view  he  walked  a  few  mile*  Uk 
Hukt  direetiosi;  but  as  Im  disguise  waa  far  ftqm 
bon^  c0O3pl0te»  he  took  shelter  in  a  plrnitot^ipn*: 
where  he  remained  during  the  day.  At  nighty  on 
temug  his  jdaoe  of  coneealmei^tt  in  ord^to  pui»ue 
WjowBey,  he  was  smzed  by  a  sturdy  down,  and 
two  strong  athletic  youl^s^  who  were  his  $ons.^ 
A&m  boldly  den^nded  the  Masqn  of  this  eondi&et,^ 
I  *  and  how  they  durst  ventmie  to  detain  a  pegrson  with 
t  whom  tWy  jbiad  no  eoneent  The  old  mwt  eeplied 
[  that  he  had  that  morning  iseen  a  party  in  search  of 
a  deserter,  mA  he  had  r^asoit  to  belieye,  from  the 
f  deserqptkm  given,  that  he  harf  got  the  proper  man* 
Allan  deni<$d  the  chaige  with  ^e  most  solemn  pro^ 
testatu»)s ;  but  att  he  could  urge  had  nK>  effect  on 
the  s^olute  rustic,  who  took  li^  to  hl$  jtouse,  siiUf 
ated  at  a  short  distance,  whH^re  tfa^y  intended  to 
ccmfine  him  during  the  night,  as  it  was  too  late  to 
convey  him  to  Stockport. 

This  man,^  it  appears,  wa»  a  constable,  and  prided 
himself  much  on  hi^  dexterity  and  boldness  in  ^g* 
pn^ending  desert^rs^  frcnn  which  practice  he  de- 
rived considerable  profit,  and  great  credit  from  the 
nei^bouring  magistrates.  Allan,  on  reaching  hia 
house,  was  furnished  with  a  supper,  which  he  much 
wanted,  as  he  bad  not  tasted  food  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  after  a  consultati<»  between  the  consta- 
Ue  and  his  sons,  he  was  conducted  to  a  smtill  inner 
chamber,  when  the  countrytoan  took  a  suit  <&( 
dbaths  from  a  chest,  whicH  he  hud  upon  the  table. 
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At  this  moment,  his  wife,  in  an  authoritative  tone, 
asked  him  if  he  meant  to  remain  with  the  deserter 
all  night;  on  which  he  harried  out  of  the  room, 
without  taking  the  doaths  with  him. 

Shortly  after,  Allan  heard  the  constable  order  his 
sons  to  move  the  bed  on  which  he  slept  against  the 
door  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  confined,  and 
then  to  arm  themselves  and  guaird  the  window  till 
next  morning.  About  eleven  o'clock,  the  snoring 
of  the  old  Cerberus  left  Allan  nothing  to  dread 
from  that  quarter ;  but  his  guards  on  the  outside, 
he  could  hear,  were  in  motion ;  and  whilst  they  re- 
mained at  their  station,  he  deemed  that  an  attempt 
to  escape  would  be  fruitless. 

The  night  was  far  spent,  and  he  was  on  the  point 
of  retiring  to  bed,  in  order  to  take  some  repose, 
when  the  idea  struck  him  of  attempting  his  Hbera- 
tion  by  the  chimney.  He  immediately  rolled  up 
the  constable's  suit  of  cloaths  in  a  blanket,  into  a 
convenient  shape,  and  thrust  them  up  the  chimney 
before  him ;  and  as  the  house  was  low,  and  the 
vent  sufficiently  wide,  he  gained  the  top  without 
difficulty,  and  softly  lowered  himself  down  at  the 
back  part  of  the  house. 

-  Allan,  being  aware  that  a  number  of  troops  and 
recruiting  parties  were  dispersed  in  every  quarter, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  proceed  to  Liverpool, 
where  he  had  a  chance  of  falling  in  with  a  vessel 
that  might  carry  him  to  the  north,  which  he  was 
now  extremely  anxious  to  visit  after  so  long  an  ab- 
sence. He  therefore  hastened  with  the  utmost 
speed  oh  the  road  leading  to  that  place :  but  he  had 
not  travelled  above  half  an  homr,  when  the  doaths 
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he  wore  became  so  offensive  from  the  smell  of  soot, 
that  h6  was  obliged  to  put  them  off,  and  to  dress 
himself  in  those  which  had  belonged  to  his  ^  late 
host,  who  had,  no  doubt,  intended  to  array  himself 
in  his  best  attire,  that  he  might  appear  respectable 
at  Stockport.  But,  in  this  instance,  Allan's  usual 
cunning  and  caution  forsook  him,  by  leaving  his 
sooty  garments  exposed  on  the  road  side,  which 
being  found  in  the  morning,  led  to  a  discovery  of 
the  route  he  had  taken.  The  constable,  breathing 
revenge  for  his  daring  escape  and  the  loss  of  his 
doaths,  was  delighted  with  the  information,  has- 
tened to  Stockport,  and  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence to  the  recruiting  party,  who,  accompanied  by 
their  informer,  lost  no  time  in  tracing  Allan's  foot- 
steps. 

When^our  hero  reached  Liverpool,  he  deemed 
himself  out  of  danger,  as  his  disguise  was  so  com- 
plete. Accordingly,  he  walked  about  in  a  thought- 
less manner,  viewing  the  town,  and  endeavouring 
to  fix  upon  a  proper  house,  where  he  might  exer- 
cise his  musical  talents,  in  order  to  procure  a  supper 
and  a  bed ;  and  having  made  choice  of  one  that  he 
supposed  would  answer  his  purpose,  in  case  h« 
failed  in  finding  a  ship,  he  walked  towards  the 
port;  but  on  the  way  he  met  his  pursuers,  who, 
completely  armed,  had  just  entered  the  town. 

Allan  was  instantly  seized  and  conducted  to  an 
iniL  where  they  designed  to  continue  during  the 
«igfet.  The  prisoner  appealed  to  the  Serjeant's  feel- 
ings in  that  moving  and  repentant  style,  that  he  had 
so  often  assumed,  promising  to  atone  for  this  ha9ty 
step  by  his  futiure  exemplary  good  conduct,  and 
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{^raying  Hiat  he  would  interpose  to  screen  him  from: 
impending  punishment.  The  seijeant  was  affected, 
and  seemed  indined  to  pity ;  but  the  constable  pro- 
tested  that,  if  he  excused  a  thief  and  deserter,  he. 
would  write  an  account  of  the  afiair  to  ttie  regi- 
ment. Here  AJlan  interfered,  and  assured  the  ser-^ 
jeant,  that  he  would  rather  undergo  any  punishment 
that  involve  another  in  ruin.  He  then  appeared 
dheerf ul,  and  bantered  the  constable  for  aliowii^ 
Imn  to  escape. 

When  the  evening  set  in,  Allan  requested  per^ 
mission  to  go  to  the  back  yard,  to  which  place  a 
corporal  and  private  attended  him :  but  he  had  no 
sooner  reached  the  yard  wall,  thian  he  took  a  small 
,  pipe  drone  ip  each  Imnd,  which  he  held  dofse  to  the 
breasts  of  his  guards,  and,  with  low  but  horrid  im-i 
preeations,  threatened  to  dispatch  them  if  4;hey  gave 
the  least  alann  or  offered  to  move.  These  fions  of 
Mars,  taking  the  drones  for  a  brace  of  pocket-pistols, 
trembled  excessively.  Allan  availed  himself  of 
their  panic,  and  sprung  upon  the  wall;  when,  wilii 
Idingled  anger  and  contempt,  he  dad:ied  his  pipes 
down  upon  their  heads,  exclainung,  at  the  same 
tnoment,  **  Ke^  titi^ose  pipes  as  memorials  erf  your 
cdw^dice !"  and  leapt  to  the  ground  oii  "fee  jotfaer 
side.  But  as  soon  as  1^  conceived  himself  safe 
amidst  the  intricacies  of  the  town,  he  perceived  his 
foUy  and  repented  of  this  bravo,  for  he  had  thus  in- 
cautiously  parted  with  the  meam  of  procuring  jub- 
SLstence.  He,  howevw,  left  Liverpool  witir  the 
utmost  speed.  Had  he  retained  possession  of  his 
pipe^  he  would  have  taken  a  southern  direction ; 
but  necessity  obliged  him  to  go  north,  by  which 
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meaiis  he  probably  escaped,  as  the  party  pursued  a 
contrary  course.  Allan  having  informed  the  ser« 
jeant,  whilst  at  the  inn,  that  he  had  intended  to 
proceed  to  London  at  the  time  of  his  desertion, 
they  naturally  supposed  that  he  had  some  favourite 
object  in  view  in  the  capital,  which  he  would  not 
easily  relinquish. 

Allan,  not  aware  that  they  would  credit  this 
story,  hurried  on  during  the  whole  night  in  the  di« 
reetion  of  Skipton,  but  avoided  the  main  road  as 
mudi  as  possible;  and  though  he  had,  without  .*>''' 
doubt,  gone  out  of  the  way  in  several  instances,  he 
reached  Skipton  the  following  forenoon,  worn  out 
whh  fatigue^  almost  sinking  for  want,  and  destitute 
of  tiicf  means  of  procuring  a  morsel  of  food. 

Allan  Jevised  various  means  of  reoiiiting  his 
finances ;  but  ncaie  of  them  appeared  so  easy  and 
practicable  as  that  pf  again  enlisting.  Having  de*- 
<ided  on  this  measure,  he  boldly  accosted  a  recruit- 
ing seijeant, .  and  related  a  well-feigned  story  of  hifi 
having  been  robbed,  during  the  preceding  night,  of 
his  watch)  twelve  guineas,  and  some  silver,  which 
he  hUA  saved  by  industry  and  penurious  Uving,  in 
Older  to  support  his  Ikther,  who  was  incapable  of 
earning  a  livelihood;  and  that  he  had  travelled  dui* 
ring  the  night,  being  anxious  to  relieve  his  patenfa 
wants,  as  he  had  accidentally  learned  that  he  re- 
quired instant  aidw^  This  relati#n  was  listened  to 
with  attention,  as  his  respectable  rustic  dress  seemed 
to  bea^  witness  of  its  truth.  The  seijeant  seemed 
to  sympathise  with  him,  and  kindly  asked  him  into 
his  quarters  to  get  some  refreshment,  which  invitsk 
timi  was  accepted.    Having  satisfied  the  cravings 
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of  appetite,  Allan  thanked  the  Serjeant/ and  was 
about  to  depart;  but  his  benefactor  had  another 
conchision  in  view,  and  pressed  him  to  take  a  glass 
of  brandy  before  he  set  out,  to  which  proposition 
Allan  made  no  injection.  He  perceived  the  Ser- 
jeant's design  was  to  entrap  him ;  and,  such  is^  the 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  he  felt  much  pleased  at 
the  idea^  as  it  seemed  to  him  to  lessen  the  crime  he 
meditated,  and  to  transform  it  into  a  laudable  and 
spirited  act  of  retaliation. 

After  the  second  glass,  the  Serjeant  began  to 
boast  of  the  great  interest  which  he  had  with  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  and  repeated  the  names  of 
several  young  men  whom  he  had  inlisted,  and  had 
got  promoted  to  be  seijeants;  and  hinted  that  a 
;  young  man  of  Allan's  appearance,  in  their  regiment, 
seldom  failed  of  gaining  promotion :  but  Allan  did 
not  seem  to  understand  him,^  when  the  Serjeant  con- 
<5luding  that  his  intellects  might  be  somewhat  ob- 
tuse, was  obliged  to  put  the  question  ta  him 
bluntly,  but  did  jiot  forget  his  usual  phrase  of  **  and 
when  we  join  the  regiment,  I  give  my  word  ^ha^ 
nour  you  shall  be  prompted  to  a  halbert  at.  least !" 

To  a  person  determined  to  become  a  soldier  for  a 
^hort  period,  the  inducement  was  more  than  suffi- 
cient ;  but  he  thought  it  prudent  tp  appear  averse 
to  the  measure,  and  told  the  serjeant.that  he  had  no 
inclination  for  a  soldier's  life,  yet,  after  a  pause  he 
added,  if  he  could  relieve. his  fatbits  wants,  he 
would  willingly  sacrifice  his  happiness  to  his  duty. 
The  Serjeant  eagerly  offered  to  advance  him  half  of 
-the  boimty  the  same  day ;  but  Allan  pretended  the 
sum  was  too  smalls  and  again,  offered  to  depart. 
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l^he  seljeant  now,  unwilling  to  permit  so  likely  a 
young  man  to  escape,  offered  him  an  extra  bounty, 
which,  after  a  good  deal  of  hesitation,  he  agreed  to 
take,  with  the  express  stipulation,  that  the  amount 
should  be  paid  him  in  presence  of  the  magistrate,. 
•by  whom  he  should  be  attested.  The  Serjeant,  who 
was  pleased  with  Allan's  person,  and  felt  confident 
in  his  artless  honesty,  agreed  to  these  terms,  and 
accompanied  him  to  the  mansion  of  a. justice  of  the 
peace,  where  the  bargain  was  finally  concluded  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 

In  "the  evening,  Allan  went  to  the  Serjeant's 
«lilarters,  apparently  quite  satisfied,  and  treated  the 
recruiting  party  with  a  bottle  of  brandy.  While 
drinking,  he  informed  them  that  he  had  luckily 
found  an  opportunity  of  sending  all  his  bounty 
money,  except  a  guinea,  to  his  father ;  and  that  the 
person  who  had  kindly  undertaken  the  business  ^ 
was  his  next  neighbour.  He  related  this  in  a  care-  ^ 
less  and  casual  manner,  bnt  with  the  design  of  in- 
forming the  Serjeant  that  the  money  was  appro- 
priated to  the  use  it  was  intended  for,  which  might 
also  account  in  some  measure  for  the^  elevation  df 
spirits  which  he  now  exhibited. 

Having  procured  a  billet,  he  left  the  party ;  but 
instead  of  going  to  his  quarters,  he  left  Skipton, 
and  walked  briskly  the  whole  night.  At  day-bredc 
he 'proceeded  to  a  village  at  about  two  miles  dis- 
•  tance  from  the  main  road,  and  entered  an  ale-house, 
where  he  procured  refr^hment,  for  which  he  paid 
liberally.  He  then  informed  his  hostess  of  the 
Plough,  that  he  was  travelling  on  urgent  business 
to  Richmond,  but  was  so  fatigued  by  excessive  ex- 
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ertidti,  that  he  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  tEike 
a  littk  rest ;  and  a  bed  was  <^ered  him  without 
hesitation. 

Before  Allan  retired,  he  begged  the  landlady  ^ot 
to  disturb  Mm,  but  to  allow  him  to  awaken  of  Ms 
Own  accord,  as  when  his  rest  was  broken  in  upon 
abi*uptly,  he  was  apt  to  fall  into  fits,  which  might 
be  both  alarming  and  disagreeable  to  strangeiis. 
The  landlady  promised  to  observe  his  injunctions; 
but  towards  evening,  becoming  alarmed  at  his  im- 
usual  long  sleep,  she  entered  the  diamber  wfth 
great  caution,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he  was  alive. 
AUan,  who  heard  her  enter,  uttered  two  or  three- 
disjointed  sentences,  which  set  the  good  woman's 
mind  at  ease.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  he  destended 
to  the  kitchen,  pretending  that  he  had  just  awok^ 
from  his  deep,  and  expressing  his  regret  at  the  va- 
luable time  he  had  so  unconsciously  lost.  After 
partaking  of  the  landlady's  supper,  he  departed, 
contrary  to  her  earnest  solicitation.  The  night  was 
{feasant,  and  he  walked  cheerfully  on  till  morning, 
when  he  took  shelter  in  a  farmer's  bam,  amongst 
some  stra^  where  he  remained  till  the  evening; 
and  as  he  had  furnished  himself  with  half  a  doz^i 
hard-boiled  eggs  and  some  bread  at  his  last  lodging, 
he  had  no  occasion  to  go  out  in  quest  of  food. 
After  this  night's  travelling,  he  cmisidered  himsdf 
free  from  danger;  and  being  possessed  of  money, 
he  walked  leisurely  on  till  he  reached  Darlington. 
He  intended  to  make  no  stop  in  that  town,  as  he 
was  now  anxious  to  reach  the  place  of  his  nati- 
vity ;  but  he  fell  in  with  a  gang  of  west  eountry 
tinkers  and  coopers,  by  wh(»n  he  was  recognized. 
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and  wfjieiDm^  in  their  rough  and  cbaracteedgtic 
Planner- 

AJkn's  heart  was  eHted  at  beheading  such  a 
number  of  the  dear  vagrant  race,  after  having  for 
so  Ic^g  a  period  h^n  estranged  from  their  merry 
sodety.  The  pleasure  was  indeed  mutual,  apd  the 
whole  group  adjourned  to  an  ale-house,  where  th^ 
glass  and  song  went  marrily  round  fpr  two  days 
and  nights.  Wh^a  thw  cash  was  nearly  expended, 
hard  necessity  ccynpelled  the  jovial  crew  to  separate. 
AUan  had  only  two  shiUings  left,  with  which  sum 
he  migbt  hav?  ineaebed  Rothbury;  but  he  coni^- 
dered  that  his  friends  would  think  lightly  of  him 
should  he  return,  after  so  Ipng  an  absence,  poor  and 
pennyless.  He  therefore  resolved  to  avoid  his  dear 
native  haunts  until  he  icould  procure  a  sum  whidi 
might,  at  least,  defray  the  ^x^genses  of  the;  rejoicings 
wY^dx  he  anti/cipated  on  his  ujoexpeeted  return. 

After  lemv'mg  DarUngton,  he  a  thoxisa^d  times 
execrated  his  folly  for  having  spent  his  money  in  so 
foolish  a  manner.  On  reaching  Durhfim,  he  entered 
a  tavern  in  order  to  r^resh  himself.  The  first  per- 
son tjpoLt  accoi^d  him  was  a  recruiting  serjeant, 
who  was  drinking  in  ti^e  kitchen,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  conversaticin,  and,  encouraged  by  his 
late  successful  escapes,  resolved  to  enlist,  in  order 
to  appear  in  proper  style  at  Rothbury.  The  sot- 
jeant,  observing  him  to  be  a  likely-  man  for  his 
purpose,  supplied  him  with  Hquor  tUl  he  consented 
to  enlist;  but  he  did  not  neglect  to  bar^n  for 
most  of  the  bounty-money  being  paid  at  the  time 
that  he  was  sworn  in,  which  was  agreed  to  and  paid 
accordingly. 
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AHaii  pretended  that  his  r«as(m  for  demanding^ 
the  bounty-money  was  to  purchase  shuts,  stockings, 
and  some  other  necessaries,  and  to  discharge  a  debt 
which  he  had  contracted  at  Chester-le-Street,  where 
he  said  he  had  been  engaged  some  time  as  a  la- 
bourer. This,  he  imagined,-  would  account  for  his« 
anxiety  to  get  possession  of  the  bounty-money,  and 
also  mislead  the  seijeant  as  to  his  character  and  pur^ 
suits.  The  latter,  however,  was  a  shrewd  man,  and 
did  not  seem  entirely  satisfied  with  Allan's  exaises- 
and  appearance.  He  therefore  ordered  the  corporal 
to  take  him  to  his  billet,  and  to  keep  a  strict  watch 
lest  he  ^should  make  his  escape. 

But  the  wily  Allan  had  observed  that  his  guard; 
was  partial  to  liquor,  with  which  he  supplied  him 
so  liberally,  that  he  had  to  be  carried  to  bed ;  when 
his  charge,  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  comforts  of 
clean  linen  for  a  considerable  time,  put  one  of  the 
corporal's  shirts  in  his  pocket,  deliberately  left  the 
house,  and  proceeded  towards  Chester-le-Street. 
On  reaching  that  place,  about  midnight,  he  pro- 
cured admittance  into  an  inn,  where  he  enquired 
after  an  acquaintance  who  resided  there  when  be 
went  abroad,  and  received  information  that  he  lived 
at  Hilton  Ferry;  for,  being  suspected  of  several' 
acts  of  theft,  he  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  Ches- 
ter. Allan  knew  the  situation  of  his  friend's  new- 
residence,  and  resolved  to  repair  thither,  and  take, 
i^elta*  under  his  roof  for  a  time. 

On  leaving  the  inn,  he  enquired  of  an  ostler  the 
road  leading  to  Newcastle ;  but  when  the  man  left 
him,  he  turned  towards  Hilton  Ferry,  where  he 
received  a  hearty  welcome  from  his  old  associate,  a 
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trsxeUing  cooper,  with  whom  he  continued  three 
days.  Concluding  that  the  heat  of  pursuit  was 
passed  over,  and  understanding  that  a  female  friend 
of  his  thCTL  resided  at  Newcastle,  and  was  in  good 
circumstances,  he  resolved  to  pay  her  a  visit  before 
he  went  to  Rothbury.-  He  was  also  anxious  to 
change  his  rustic  garb  for  a  more  genteel  suit  hetore 
he  appeared  in  the  place  of  his  nativity ;  for  1^  al- 
ways considered  that  a  musician  in  a  shabby  dress, 
however  great  his  abilities,  was  disregarded. 

Allan  and  the  cooper  parted  after  a  hearty  ca* 
rousal,  and  he  proceeded  without  dread  towards 
Newcastle;  but  whilst  walking  down  the  Bottle 
Bank  in  Gateshead,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  two 
stout  grenadiers.  With  seeming  astonishment,  Al- 
lan asked  the  cause  of  his  detention,  when  one  of 
them  said,  "You  will  learn  that  when  you  reach 
the  guard^house."  Considering  resistance  vain,  he 
walked  betwixt  the  two  soldiers,  and  conversed 
with  them  in  the  most  composed,  and  even  ehe«ful 
manner,  till  they  lodged  him  in  the  guard-house  at 
Newcastle.  Here  he  again  demanded  the  reason  of 
his  confinement,  and  was  informed  that  a  party  had 
been  from  Durham  in  search  of  a  deserter,  and  they 
had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  was  the  man. 

Allan  protested  his  innocence,  declaring  that  he' 
had  not  beai  in  Durham  for  several  years,  and  of- 
fered .to  accompany  them  to  that  city  in  order  to 
justify  himself;  but  this  request,  although  appa- 
rently reasonable,  they  informed  him  could  not  be 
granted.  This  was  a  severe  disappointment;  for, 
having  cash,  he  had  buoyed  himself  up  with  the 
hope  of  escapinjg  on  the  road.    He,  however,  ap. 
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peared  little  ooncemed  at  his  detention ;  and  as  he 
had,  whilst  at  Hilton  Ferry,  again  dressed  his  hair 
and  altered  his  dress,  the  soldiers  could  not  be  very 
positive  as  to  his  identity.  But  the  officers  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  Durham,  with  orders  to  re- 
main there  for  the  night,  but  to  send  immediately 
such  of  the  recruiting  party  as  could  swear  to  their 
man,  as  they  deemed  it  a  great  hardship  to  confine 
an  innocent  peifsop ;  and  further,  if  ihey  negjepted 
to  appear  against  him,  he  would  be  liberate^  before 
nfiidnight. 

During  the  day,  Allan  appeared  so  cheerful  and 
ujQconcemed,  that  the  whole  guard  tliought  he  had 
been  arrested  in  mistake.  Niglit  approaching,  and 
the  soldiers  from  Durham  being  expected  every 
minute,  he  began  to  upbraid  himself  for  want  of 
skill,  courage,  and  activity,  and  concluded  by  deter^ 
mining  to  make  an  effort  to  escape.  Requesting. to 
be  fihewn  backwards,  the  officer  on  gu^rd  ofd&(ed 
one  of  the  privates  to  accompany  him.  The  mim 
took  his  station  on  the  outside  of  the  privy,  and 
waited  till  his  pitience  was  exhausted.  He  then 
called  to  Allan,  and  receiving  no  answer,  he  opened 
the  door,  but  was  struck  with  terror  and  astonisb« 
ment  on  finding  his  prisoner  had  vanished,  for  his 
eyes  hd4  n^ver  for  a  single  moment  wandered  from 
the  doc^.  The  poor  soldier  entered  the  guard-house 
trembling  with  fear,  when  the  officer  sharply  de- 
manded what  he  had  made  of  the  man :  the  sentinel 
replied,  that  **  surely  he  was  the  devil,  and  no  man.'* 

The  officer,  suspecting  that  he  had  connived  at 
the  deserter's  escape,  flew  into  a  violent  passion,  and 
ordered  the  man  to  be  instantly  confined ;  while  a 
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Serjeant  snatched  up  a  candle,  and  hurried  to  the 
place.  He  soon  returned,  and  reported  that  the 
deserter  had  lowered  himself  down  and  escaped  by 
some  channel  communicating  with  the  place;  on 
which  the  officer  went  also  to  examine  whether  any 
trace  of  his  escape  could  be  discovered,  and  was 
instantly  convinced  that  the  Serjeant's  opinion  was 
correct.  On  enquiry,  he  was  informed  that  the 
sewer  terminated  near  the  head  of  the  Gallowgate, 
on  which  he  ordered  a  party  to  hasten  and  guard 
the  place. 

In  the  mean  time,  AUan  was  exploring  his  way 
through  the  small,  nasty,  dark  passage ;  and,  after 
mui^h  struggling,  and  great  apprehensions  of  suffo- 
cation, he,  to  his  unspeakable  joy,  emerged  from 
the  disgusting  channel  After  breathing  for  a  mo- 
ment, he  glided  over  to  the  town  moor,  where,  re- 
flecting on  his  miserable  figure,  he  threw  hioiself 
down  in  a  paroxysm  of  exhaustion  and  vex&tion. 

The  bustle  about  the  guard-house,  and  the  eager 
seardi  of  the  soldiers,  attracted  the  notice  of  several 
people,  who  voluntarily  joined  in  the  pursuit. 
Some  of  these  had  probably  observed  Allan's  re- 
treat to  the  moor,  for  in  a  very  short  time  he  wa^ 
alarmed  by  the  approach  of  his  pursuers,  when  lie 
cautiously  crawled  upon  his  hands  and  knees  to  die 
edge  of  some  furze  which  he  observed  at  a  short 
distance.  On  their  near  approach,  he  heard  ml 
order  given  for  two  soldiers  to  remain  statibnary, 
and  the  rest  to  disperse  in  different  directions,  and 
to  Biake  diligent  search  for  the  deserter.  The  order 
was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  Allan  found  his  situ- 
ation extremely  precarious ;  but  at  this  critical  HMo- 
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ihent  the  corporal  seized  a  townsman  whose  si2e 
and  doaths  corresponded  with  Allan's,  and  called 
for  assistance.  In  an  instant  Allan  sprung  upon 
his  legs,  vodferating  in  a  louder  voice  than  any  of 
the  rest,  *' Where  is  the  d — d  scoundrel?"  The 
mistake  was  soon  discovered;  but  he  run  abotrt  as 
if  anxiously  assisting  in  the  search,,  keeping,  how- 
ever, carefully  to  the  leeward  of  the  party,  lest  the 
stench  of  his  cloaths  should  lead  to  his  detection. 
When  his  pursuers  had  taken  a  wider  range,  be 
took  the  opportunity  of  slipping  off,  and^  aided  by 
the  da[rknessi  of  the  night,  was  soon  exempt  from 
the  fear  of  immediate  danger. 

Allan's  intention  was  to  hurry  forward  across  the 
country  to  Bothbury;  but  on  a  second  considera- 
tion, he  deemed  it  better  not  to  appear  before  his 
friends  in  such  a  miserable  plight.  He  therefore 
went  to  Morpeth,  and  soon  found  the  habitation  of 
on.e  of  the.faa-gang,  where  he  got  his  doaths  pro- 
perly deansed.  All  the  vagrant  race  in  the  town 
.were  soon  apprised  of  his  arrival,  when  old  and 
.young  hastened  to  welcome  his  return-,  and  listened 
.with  admiration  to  the  abridged  detait  which  he 
gave  of  his  travels  and  adventures.  The  night  was 
spent  in  feasting,  for  which  several  hdn-roosts  ware 
laid  under  contribution:  but  as  he  knew  that  his 
esca-pe:  from  Newcastle  would  soon  spread  abroad, 
he  prudently  kept  close  quarters  till  the  following 
evening.  He  could  depend  on  the  honour  and  se- 
cresy  of  his  vagrant  friends,  with  whom  he  spent  tiie 
day  in  drinking,,  and  at  night  departed  for  Rothbury. 

Allan's  heart  was  elated  while  he  bounded  over 
therlofty,  bleak,  and  dreary  mountain  called  Bita-^ 
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side  Moor;  and  on  reaching  the  place  of  his  nati^ 
vity,  though  it  was  midnight,  he  could  not  resist 
the  desire  of  visiting  his  favourite  haunts  by  moon- 
light, every  one  of  which  recalled  to  his  recoUecticm 
some  singular  occurrence  in  which  he  had  been  a 
principal  actor.*  When  the  moon  set,  and  he  could 
no  longer  discern  objects,  he  took  shelter  in  a  cow- 
house, where  he  enjoyed  a  good  sound  sleep.  In 
the  morning,  a  young  woman  came  in  to  milk  the 
caws,  and  the  first  object  that  met  her  view  was 
Allan's  face.  She  instantly  recollected  his  features, 
and  as  rt  had  been  reported  that  he  was  dead,  she 
felt  greatly  alarmed,  and  ran  to.  her  neighbours,  de- 
daring  she  had  seen  his  ghost ;  but  an  old  friend  of 
his  suspected  the  true  cause,  and,  contrary  to  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  the  females,  entered  the  place 
and  awoke  him  from  his  sleep. 
•  The  news  of  his  arrival  was  instantly  spread 
through  this  merry  little  town,  when  he  received  a 
cordial  welcome  from  his  old  friends;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  ^igain 
tuning  his  elegant  small  pipes,  the  gift  of  the 
Countess  of  Northumberland,  which  he  valued 
above  all  earthly  riches,  and  which,  for  fear  of  acci- 
dent, he  had  deposited  with  a  gentleman  in  the 

*  The  inhabitants  of  rude  and  wild  countries  have  more  ardent 
-  and  patriotic  associations  than  those  belonging  to  well  cultivated 
and  fertile  regions.  The  glehs>  iakes^  waterfalls^  rocks^  precipices^ 
and  other  objects  of  mountain' scenery,  make' a  deep  impressioii 
upon  the  imagination,  iatid  are  recollectied  with  distinctness  mA 
pleasure.  The  feelings  of  kindred  and  relationship  acquire  strength 
from  the  wonders  and  ruggedness'  c/f  nature,  and  generate  an  a^ec- 
tioB  equally  useful  and'hononrable.  .'  *' 
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neig^hlHnif hood  before  hi&  departure  for  India.  But 
saw  he  determined  to  part  with  tfads  inraluaUe  me^ 
inarial  no  niiore ;-  as  the  diead  of  their  being  lost,  <hp 
receiTing  damage,  had  been  to  hiska source  ci g^est 
uneasiness,:  whilst  encountering  dangers'  and  diffi-* 
cnlties  in  very  ^stant  parta  of  the  globeA 

But  although  AUan  met  with  every  ^icounig^ 
ment  amongst  his  townsmen,  and  was  sent  for  to 
the  houses^  of  many  gentlemen  and  farmers  vat  the 
neighbourhood^  in  order  to  relate,  the  aocount  of  hi« 
tnuirds  abroad,  he  was  far  from  being  happy,  as  his 
escape  from  the  Newcastle  guard-house  had  a^ 
length  reached  the  remote  moorland  town  of  Roth- 
bury.  His  townsmen,  who  still  retained  some  eha^ 
racteristic  traits  of  the  lawless  and  daring  Barderers^ 
in  general  applauded  the  enterprise,  and  inereasecl 
their  friendly  assiduities  towards  him;  bat  he  was 
well  aware,  that  though  he  had  numerous  friends, 
he  had  some  secret  enemies,  whom  he  was^  appne<»- 
hensive  would  give  information  of  his  retreat.  H^ 
therefore  resolved  to  leave  the  pla^  as^  speedily  ai; 
possible ;,  but  an  old  friend  assemUed  sevesal<  of  the 
villagers,  and  advised  them,  in  case  h^  waa  m/>« 
lestedv  to  protect  and  defend  him.  The  rustics^ 
without  hesitation,  agreed  to  follow  the;  advice  oi 
this  infatuated  man,  and  they  communicated  their 
design  to  Allan ;  but  he,  being  aware  of  the  folly 

*  Allan,  who  k^t  ''no  note  of  time/'  was,  as.  befoire  iiotioed» 
bom  in  the  year  1734  He  seepis  to  have  faeenat  Calcutta  the 
year  before  the  horrors  of  the  Black  Hole  took  place ;.  so  that> 
when  in  India«  he  would  be  22  years  of  age.  The  battle  of  Min^ 
im  being  fought  in  1759,  it  would  appear  that  at  this  timir  i^Uaa 
nait  hare  been  in  the  26th  year  of  hkage. 
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and  inutility  of  their  generous  offer,  thanked  them, 
with  the  assurance  that  he  would  suffer  the  greatest 
hardships  rather  than  subject  his  friends  to  the  in* 
conveniences  that  might  possibly  enisue. 

Allan,  dnoe  his  arrival,  had  received  seT^«l  pie« 
sents  from  the  neighbouring  gentlemen  a,nd  fai^- 
mers ;  yet  being  often  engaged  with  dissipated 
company,  his  finances  were  very  low,  and  incapttMe 
of  discharging  the  expenses  of  a  journey.  Under 
these  c^imitPkatic^  he  wasitdtised  to  i^ply  for  re- 
li^  to  his  old  friends  at  Alnwick  Castle.  But  be^ 
fore  his  meiR^ger  had  reached  this  hospitaMe 
mansion,  bis  esoape  firom  the  military  at  Newcastle 
had  become  a  cdtnmon  sulbgect  of  conversation. 
The  domestics  jdined  in  lamentiii^  the  inveteracy 
of  bis  bad  halnts,  which  ndtk^r  the  change  of  place 
nor  of  company  had  amdiii^rated ;  yet  they  cduld  not 
avoid  admiring  his  enti^rising  and  darihg  splirit, 
and  each  agreed  to  furnish  sdme  article  of  dress,  or 
a  small  sum  for  their  old  favourite;  so  thiat  the 
messaiger  soon  t^tu^ned  to  Rothbury  with  a  gen>^ 
teel  suit  of  doaths^  four  shirts^  several  pairs  of 
stockings,  handkerlihiefs^  and  three  guineais. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

laconnrteney— Pnnuit— ReCraat  of  Six  Soldien  down  nothfmry  I131-«*DepndA- 
tion  at  Qtterbum— Fair  in  Cumberjlaiid— CQdc-figbt—Hor8e-T8ce«-A  Villaia 
outwitted  by  an  Accomplice^ — Admission  to  Alnwick  Castle— Visit  to  Yetbolm 
—Duplicity  of  a  lecruitiiig  Seijeant— Bscape  from  Kelso— WeH-ooDcerted  Re- 
venge at  Wooler* 

Allan,  in  Ws  message  to  the  inmates  of  Aln-. 
wick  Castle,  had  deeply  deplored  his  past  dimes : 
and  errors,  and,  in  the  most  expressive  and  ^iiicei^ . 
terms^  stated  his  unalterable  resolution  of  amend- 
ment    These  professions  were  not  credited;  yet 
sympathy  fc»r  fads  perils  and  misfortunes,  and  admi- 
ration of  his  musical  talents,  combined  to  produce 
the  desired  effect.    Imnobedii^jbdy  on  receiving  the 
gift  c^  his  friends,  he  freely  aliandoned  himself  to  ^ 
his   favourite   habits   of  gambling  and  drinking. 
Every  apprehension  of  d^ger  vanished,  wd  all  at- 
tempts at  moral  improvement  were  relinquished. 
B^^ection  was  lost  in  dissipation ;  and  each  succes- 
sive start  from  fear,  or  conviction  of  folly^  was  fol* 
lowed  by  an  additional  glass. 

His  enemies  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  his 
thoughtless  conduct,  by  sending  a  message  to  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  from  which  he  had  escaped 
at  Newcastle,  with  information  respecting  the  de*- 
serter.  The  officers  were  highly  ^gratified  at  the 
intelligence,  and  determined  to  secure  a  fellow  who 
had  evinced  so  much  cunning  and  enterprise. 
They  selected  a  chosen  party  for  his  apprehension, 
consisting  of  a  serjeant  and  five  men,  on  whose  pru- 
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tlende,.  fidelity,  apd  courage,  the  fullest. rdiance  was . 
plaeed.  ;    These  men  set  off,  after  receiving  the' 
strictest  and  most  particiilar  instructions  respecting 
the  .best  mode  of  arresting  and  securing  this  pro*-, 
i^kii^g  deserter. 

The  party  rea^d  the  town  of  Jlothbury  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  mom^it  Al- 
lan was  ami(sing  himself  at  cards  in  a  public  house 
with  a  young  shepherd.  A  boy  who  happened  to 
be  3ta^<ihng  near  the  window  at  the  time,  exclaimed, 
"What  fine  soldiers  are  coming  to  our  house !'*• 
AUstn,  who  heard  the  boy's  exclamation,  instantly 
suspected  thidr  business.  He  therefore  started  up, 
threw  down  the  cards,  and  seizing  a  large  poker, 
rushed  through  amongst  them,  as  if  mad  with  fury, 
just  as  they  were  entering  the  houise. 

The  whole  party  bad  seen  Allan  whilst  in  the! 
gulurd-house  at  Newcastle;   but  he  was  so  com- 
pletely metamorphosed,  that  had  he  walked  quietly 
past  them,  it  is  highly  probable  they  would  not. 
have.recogniized  him.     His  manner  of  leaving  the 
house»  however,  convinced  the  soldiers  that  he  was 
the  person  they  were  in  quest  of;  and  accordingly ^ 
they  pursued  him  with  their  utmost  speed:  but 
AUsm,  who  possessed  all  the  agility  of  a  moun-^. 
tainea*,  out-ran  his  pursuers  with  ease,  and  made 
tjo wards  a  «teep  crag  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
town,  the  summit  of  which  he  gained  before  the 
soldiers  reached  its  base.    His  intention  was  to  fly 
to  a /arm-house,  where  he  was  confident  of  finding 
shelter ;,  but  he  changed  his  dei»gn  on  observing  a 
pite  of  stones,  on  the  top  of  the  crag  where  he  stood, . 
ibrihe;  could  not  resist  the 'temptation  of  saluting: 
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his  pursuers  as  thejr  advanced  up  the  hfll^  particu- 
larly as  he  found  how  far  he  excelled  them  in  speed. 
He  therefoore  waited  till  he  judged  them  gofBdently 
near  to  take  a  proper  aijn«  when  he  assailed  them  in 
a  furious  manner.  The  men  were  several  times 
struck,  and  often  with  difficulty  avoided  the  large 
stones  which  he  rolled  down,  and  whidi  carried  se*- 
veral  others  down  with  them.  At  last  they  shewed 
aa  inclination  to  retreat,  wheil  the  seijeant  ordered 
them  to  fire;  hut  a  stone  striking  him  on  tiie 
shoulder,  he  retired  down  the  hill  at  full  sp^ed,  fol- 
lowed by  all  his  men,  who,  vexed  and  alarmed  at 
the  issue  of  their  9.t|einpt,  sullenly  re-entered  Roth- 
hury. 

Allan  had  no  sooper  put  his  pursuers  to  flight, 
than  he  hastened  to  the  farm-house  where  he  at  first 
intended  to  take  refuge,  and  giave  an  account  of  his 
victory.  The  farmer  was  so  well  pleased*  mtii  Al- 
lan's achievement,  that  he  pressed  him  to  remain  at- 
his  house  till  such  time  as  be'jsiFas  out  of  danger, 
and  assured  him  that,  he*  had  {iQthing  to  driftd,  for 
he  could  put  him  in  a  place  of  concealment  where 
he  would  be  perfectly  safe. 

l^t  soldiers  were  soon  eonviiK)ed  that  it  was  of 
no  avail  to  remfsin  at  Rothbury,  as  AUan  was  so 
great  a  favourite  amongst  his  townsmen,  that  it 
would  be  impossible'  to  take  hifn  iar.'thalk  quarter, 
unless  by  sulpnse,  as  almost  every  do(n*  would  be 
open  to.  receive  him,  imd  ever^jipn  raised  to  defend 
him,  if  occasion  required.  'They  4:hef€lbie  departed 
fj^m.  Rothbury  the  following  momii^,  and,  on  ar- 
ising at  thdir  beadiiquarters -in  NewcairtJe,  repre- 
sented tide  deserter  to  be  one  of  the,  most  daring 
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and  desperate  of  characters ;  and  cm  shewing  their 
woundsi  their  assertions  were  fully  credited. 

The  people  in  this  part  of  Northumberland,  like 
the  Welch  and  Highlanders^,  entertdned  very  little 
respect  for  the  Elector  of  Hanover's  soldiers.    They 
disliked  the  strictness  with  which  the  game  liaws 
began  to  be  enforeed,  and  viewed  the  increasing 
vi^^bince  of  the  police  as-  an  infnngement  upon 
their  natural  liberty ;  while  the  introduction  of  new 
BQanners  was  considered  as  the  effect  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  an  infallible  sign  of  degeneracy  from  the 
qpirit  and  freedom  of  the  good  old  tinies.    These 
sentiments  induced  them  to  applaud  AUan^s  bold- 
ness 4Kid  to  congratulate  him  on  his  escape.    Tlie 
idea  that  six  red*coats  had  been  baffled  by  one  of 
tbeir   eountrymen,   was   also   gratifying  to  their 
pride ;  while  their  habits  of  thinking  indui^  them 
to  esttuita  ABmi's  vagrant  and  thievish  habits  as 
being,  on  the  Whole,  ^*  addition  to  the  cliaracter  of 
a  hearty,  fearless,  and  roving  blade.    The  warmness 
with  which  these  feelings  were  expressed  increased 
Allan's  confidence  so  much,  that  he  resolved  to  re- 
main in  the  country  in  defiance  of  hi$  enemies. 
Accordingly,  hi  feeommenced  his  musical- career, 
and  wad  better  eimployed,  and  his  'company  *nit)pe 
ccmrted,  thou  4ni  any^fotmer  occasion,  while  the 
recital  of  Ms  tfitv^  was  eagerly  listened  to  by  aK 
classes.  '  * 

At  this  time  All«n  «ms  greatly  in  want  of  «  gal-^ 
loway,  tor  cMrry  him.tp  distant  parts  of  the  country; 
and  his  extravsganee  was  such,  that  he  couM^not^ 
•save  a  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  one.    But  as  he 
was  playiBgto  a  company  of  young  farmers  at  Ot- 
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•terburn/he  about  midnight  found  one  of  the  youths 
lying  amongst  some  straw  in  the  stai^-^gaiili;  in  a 
st^te  of  intoxication.  Allan,  according  to  his  own 
account,  ^otfitc/  his  watch,  which  of  c6urse  became 
his  own  property.  Early  next  morning,  he  de- 
parted to  a  fair  in  Cumbedand,  where  he  exchanged 
the  watch  for  an  old  lean  galloway  and  thirty  shil- 
lings ;  and  at  night  was  engaged  to  play  to  sevend 
country  gentlemen  and  farmers  at  the  prmcipid 
public  house.  One  of  the  gentlemen,  who  was  a 
noted  cock-jBghter,  horse-racer,  &c.  challenged  the 
company  to  match  his  ginger  stag  for  twenty 
pounds.  The  ostler,  who  happened  to  have  an  er- 
land  into  the  room  at  the  time,  had  formerly  been 
a  groom  at  Netherwitton,  and  was  an  old  iacquaint- 
ehioe  of  Allah's,  whom  he  beckoned  to  foUow  him. 
The  signal  was  obeyed,  and  on  their  gaining  a  pri- 
vate place,  he  said^  "Jamie,  I  have  a  cock  as  like 
the  'squire's  as  two  heans^  but  badly  bred:  nouitch 
his  honour^s  stag  for  any  money,  we'll  go  snacks, 
and  leave  the  management  of  the  rest  to  me."  He 
^en  gave  Allan  six  p6unds,  being  all  the  cash  that 
he  had,  to  stake,  to  which  his  Mend  agreed  to  add 
other  four  pounds.  When  Allan  reentered  the 
room,  the  gentleman  was  still  holding  forth  on  the 
killing  merits  of  his  cock.  The  piper,  in  a  caFeless 
manner,  obsery^,  that  he  beHeved  there  was  no 
real  diflfereiicb  in  the  goodness  of  cocks,  but  that 
the  whole  depehded  upon  chance.  The  esquire, 
with  a  look  of  contempt,  enquired  whether  he 
would  back  his  foqlish  opinion  with  money,  if  he 
had  it;  to  i^hich  remark  Allan  replied,  with  seetti- 
ing  pique,  that  he  had  ten  pounds  to  spare,  «nd 
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would  instantly  stake  it ;  at  the  same  time  throw- 
ing that  sum  upon  the  tahle,  which  was  eagerly 
oovered. 

The  gentleman  instantly  dispatched  the  oistl^  to 
his  house  for  his  game  stag,  who  returned  with  his 
awn  instead  of  that  which  he  had  been  sent  for; 
nor  was  the  cheat  discovered.  On  this,  Allan 
thought  it  necess&ry  to  appear  disconcerted,  and, 
taking  half  a  crown  from  his  pocket,  put  it  into  the 
hand  of  the  ostler,  and  desired  him  to  go  out  and 
purchase  a  cock  in  the  village  at  as  low  a  price  as 
possible.  His  accomplice  returned  in  about  ten 
ixiimites^  saying  he  had  bouglit  one  for  teh-peiioe  of 
an  old  man,  with  this  proviso,  that  the  cock:  was  to 
be4?etumed,  whether  alive  or  dead,  after  the  battle, 
to  has  former  owner.  In*  a  few  mihutses  the  cocks 
i^irere  eq^uipped^  and  the  battle  beg^n,  whm'  the 
ofitier^s  code  was  killed  at  the  first  meeting;  which 
circumstance  saved  the  credit  of  the  sharpers,  for 
had  he  run  away  on  feeling  the  coU  steely  the  trick 
lirould  probably  have  been  detected. 

As  the  loss  <^  the  battle  was  attributed  to  mere 
chance,  the  esquire  endeavoured  to  comfort  himself 
iiirith  additio&al  boasting  and  noise;  but  he  most 
particularly  extolled  the  speed  and  bottom  of  a  fine 
young  gelding  which  he  rode,  ofiering  to  back  him 
against  any  horse  within  five  miles  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  A  sudden  thought  struck  Allan,,  who 
said,  **  I'll  run  my  gaUdway  against  your  fine  horse 
the  distance  of  oner  mile  for  twenty  pounds,  pro- 
vided you  give  my  gaDoway  fifty  yards  start;  and 
ai^  I  am  at  k^t  two  stooe  heavier  than  you,  that 
-will  make  the  match  neady  equal." 

2  F 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


Sffi6  LIFE  OF 

•  The  whole  company  were  astonished  at  this  pro- 
posdtion,  deeming  it  the  most  unparalleled  folly; 
but  the  gentleman  threw  down  twenty  pounds 
upon  the  table,  which  was  covered  by  Allan  with 
the  like  sum.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  race 
should  take  place  the  next  morning.  Several  of 
the  gentlemen  went  to  the  stable  and  examined 
Allan's  galloway.  They  were  all  of  ofnnion  that 
the  piper  was  insane,  and,  on  their  return  to  the 
company,  offered  to  lay  a  hundred  to  one  against 
him  ;  but,  great  as  the  odds  were,  none  durst 
venture. 

When  the  gentlemen  went  to  supper,  Allan  was 
left  to  his  liberty,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  in- 
forming the  ostler,  his  accomfdice^  of  the  bet  he  had 
made,  at  which  the  latter  was.  much  displeased,  as 
he  supposed  that  the  cash  he  had  lent  Allan  was 
sure  to  be  lost,  and  began  to  expostulate  with  him 
on  the  folly  of  laying  such  a  wager;  but  James  cut 
him  short  by  saying,  "I  trusted  my  money  on  your 
scheme,  and  why  not  you  your's  on  mine  ?  Only 
foUow  my  advice,  and  the  money  is  our  own.**  He 
then  requested  the  ostler  to  mount  the  gentleman's 
horse,  and  follow  him-  When  they  got  to  the  spot 
pitched  upon  for  the  race,  Allan  measured  fiifty 
yards,  mounted  his  galloway,  and  set  off  at  a  trot, 
playing,  "/'/?  make  ye  fain  to  JiMow  me^'  on  the 
pipes.  The  ostler,  whom  he  had  instructed  to  set 
off  as  soon  as  the  galloway  began  toiijiove,  followJed 
and  soon  overtook  Allan,  who  struck  the  spirited 
animal  a  smart  blow  on  the  face,  which  was  re- 
peated as  often  as  he  was  pushed  forward,  till  he 
became  so  terrified  that  the  utmost  exertion  could 
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not  make  liiiii  advance  a  single  step*  whenever  he 
heard  the  pipes.  After  repeating  this  experiment, 
they  returned  to  the  stable  without  having  been 
misi^. 

Next  morning,  at  the  appointed  hour,  a  number 
of  pec^le  assembled  to  witness  the  unequal  race^ 
and  were  much  diverted  at  the  piper's  folly  and 
presumption.  As  soon  as  the  ground  was  measuiied 
o£^  they  started,  Allm  at  a  gentle  trot,  arid  the 
othCT  at  full  speed;  but  as  soon  as  his  coiftpetitor 
was  close  to  him,  he  struck  up  the  tune  which  he 
had  played  the  preceding  night.  When  the  horse 
heatd  the  sound,  he  stood  still,  nor  could  the  utmost 
exertions  of  his  rider  make  him  advance ;  so  thkt 
AUsm  kept  on  at  the  same  pace,  rior  did  he  cea§^ 
playing  till  he. reached  the  winning  poi*,  whfeti  M 
coolly  said,  **  That  fine  gelding  seems  to  have  a  fo^g' 
for  music,  and  did  not  like  to  pass  it  for  iciar'^*^ 
losing  the  sound.*** 

*  Mr.  Robert  Robertson^  a  native  of  Rothbury,  has  comniiiKii'*  , 
cated  to  us  the  following  anecdote  of  AUan^  which  is  anothar  proof  ' 
that  he  was  not  destitute  of  that  species  of  dry  humour^  wjiich  ge- 
nerally distinguishes  people  of  a  singular  and  shrewd  character. 

''Jamie  AUan^  and  his  niece^  Bet  Bennett^  with  whom  he  had 
oriiabited  for  some  years,  having  been  lodged  in  a  byer  ih  tbe  vil- 
lage of  Alnham>  was  on  a  Sunday  mQinis^  setting  out  from  thenoe 
while  the  people  were  assembling  at  the  church,  which  is  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  village.  The  clerk  of  the  parish  was  then  ring- 
ing the  bell,  which  is  only  a  small  one,  placed  on  the  outside,  over 
the  pord.  Curiosity  to  see  Allan  induced  the  people  to  come  for-** 
ward  to  the  wall  or  dyke  of  the  church-yard,  close  to  the  road  on 
which  they  were  passing.  Bet  and  the  ass  were  a  few  yards  be- 
fof e  Allan  at  the  iinel  who,  seeing  the  people  looking  at  him, 
called  out  to  her  loudly, '  Bet,  d — nyaur  sat^l,  st&p  ike  ass  I  Stap 
ihe  as^,  I  say,  tiU  I  see  what's  bees  has  cassen  ;*  and  then;  "^ith  a 

,      Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SSI8  ^    LIFE  OF 

The  person  that  held  the  stdces  paid  the  moi»^ 
to  Allan  without  the  least  hesitaticHi;  when  ^ 
ostler  asked  him  where  the  dividend  of  the  prc^t9 
was  to  be  made.  Allan  desired  him  to  meet  himfat 
a  plaee  about  the  distance  of  n  mile  from  the  toyirn, 
an  hour  after,  where  he,  no  doubt,  attended;  l)bt 
Allan,  with  his  eharacteristie  dupliciiiiy  and  avariee^ 
which  even  regular  thieves  would  consider  as  din* 
honourable,  took  another  road,  and  carried  away  tile 
whole  of  the  money,  not  even  returning  the  sum 
which  the  roguish  ostler  had  advanced  him. 

The  first  use  that  AHan  made  of  Hxe  cash  whidi 
he  so  fraudulently  obtained,  was  to  purchase  a  suit 
of  genteel  doaths,  in  which  he  equipped  himself^ 
and  set  out  for  Alnwick  Castle,  which  he  entered 
ui^der  the  pretence  of  returning  thanks  to  the  do- 
mestics for  dieir  kindness  to  him  when  in  distress; 
but  his  real  motive  was,  if  possible^  to  be  again  ad-i 
mitted  into  the  service  of  the  countess.  His  cAd 
friends  received  him  with  great  satisfaction;  for, 
having  heard  of  his  travels,  and  of  his  conquest  on 
Rothbury  Hill,  they  looked  upon  him  as  a  very 
bold  and  enterprising  man;  nor  was  his  patroness 
unacquainted  with  these  circumstances. 

Being  introduced  to  the  countess,  he  assured  her  of 
his  moral  improvement ;  and  she  freely  forgave  him 
for  his  past  conduct,  and  consented  to  his  remain- 
ing at  the  castle,  observing,  that  under  her  roof  hi» 
reformaHon  was  more  likely  to  become  permanent. 


serious  look  up  towards  tlie  people^  he  said,  '  Cude  sirs,  I  thifJk 
jfour  kirk'belTs  nae  better  than  an  auUt  frying^-fau,  io  tinkle  iee9 
iQg^ker:" 
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tflion  by  following  the  life  of  a  wandering  minstfeh 
What  had  considerabte  weight  with  her  ladyship  oft 
tiiis  ooG&sion,  was  his.  genteel  appearance  in  his  new 
^xit,  and  which,  he  affirmed,  had  been  purchased 
from  the  savings  of  his  own  industry. 

jUJlali  now  began  to  conduct  himself  in  a  steady 
and  orderly  manner;  but  he  soon  relapsed  into  his 
fcrrn^  habits,  amongst  low,  dissolute  company,  and 
eotitracted  several  small  debts.  The  latter  drcum*^ 
stance  at  length  reached  the  ears  of  the  butler,  who^ 
deeming  the  honour  of  all  the  domestics  at  stake, 
acquainted  the  earl  with  the  affair.  His  lordship, 
trithout  hesitation,  liquidated  the  debt,  and  gene« 
rously  kept  tiie  matter  a  secret  from  the  countess, 
as  he  was  asxtsan  AUan's  dismissal  would  be  the 
consequence;  but  he  sharply  reprovfed  him  for  his 
misconduct  and  dishonesty.  After  having  faith-* 
fully  promised  to  give  no  more  reason  for  reproach, 
he  was  forgiven. 

But  Allan's  taste  for  revelry  and  debauchery  was 
too  firmly  rooted  to  be  easily  abandoned;  and, 
while  he  remained  at  Alnwick  Castle,  he  got  f re« 
quently  intoxii^ted,  and  behaved  in  other  respectsf 
in  an  irregular  and  thoughtless  manner:  but  the 
ccmntesfi  was  kept  ignorant  df  his  conduct.  How- 
ever, in  a.  short  time,  the  farmer  whose  watch  he 
had  stolen  at  Otterburn,  as  before  related,  went  to 
visdt  a  relation  in  Cumberland,  where  by  chance  he 
discovered  bis  lost  property.  An  explanati(m  took 
place,  when  his  friend  described  the  person  from 
whom  he  procured  it  so  exactly,  as  left  no  doubt  of 
AUan  being  the  thief;  and  knowing  that  he  was  at 
Alnwick  Castle,  the  farmer  and  his  friend  set  out 
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for  that  place^  in  order  to  have  him  apprehended. 
By  the  way  they  agreed  that  provided  they  ob- 
tained the  value  of  the  watch^  they  would  be  sati&* 
fied  without  arresting  him;  and  conceived,  that 
though  he  hioiself  might  not  be  able  to  advance 
the  money,  the  domestics  would  probably  settle  the 
affidr,  rather  than  lose  his  company  and  music. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  castle,  and  made  thdr 
business  known  to  the  house-ateward,  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  consult  his  lordship  on  an  affidr  so  im- 
portant. The  earl,  who  probably  looked  upon  it  as 
a  disgrace  to  have  a  person  in  his  service  brought  to 
public  trial,  paid  the  farmer  what  he  demanded  far 
the  watch,  with  injunctions  not  to  make  the  matter 
public  as  that  would  only  serve, to  render  the  cul- 
prit more  hardened. 

Allan,  during  this  transaction,  happened  to  be 
absent ;  but  on  his  return  he  was  ushered  into  the 
presence  of  the  earl,  who  coolly  informed  Imn  oi 
the  circumstance,  and  concluded  by  spying  that  a 
person  of  such  infamous  character  and  princifdes 
could  not  be  permitted  to  remain  longar  under  his 
roof.  Allan  began  to  deny  the  charge  with  his  ac- 
customed effrontery,  but  was  stopped  short»  as  his 
accusers  were  men  who  bore  excellent  dbianacters. 
The  earl  had  too  much  generosity  and  consideraticm 
to  dismiss  him  without  money,  but  ordered  the 
house-steward  to  give  him  ten  pounds,  and  to  charge 
him  strictly  to  enter  Alnwick  Castle  no  more. 

Allan,  ashamed  and  mortified,  slunk  out  of  the 
castle  without  taking  leave  of  his  fellow-servMits. 
He  now  determined  to  take  a  journey  to  Yetholm, 
to  pay  a  visit  to  his  old  friends  there,  whom  he  had 
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riot  seeii  for  several  years,  and  with  whom  his  dis- 
grace would  not  lower  his  character. 

On  reaching  Yetholm,  he  was  informed  that 
most  of  the  tribe  were  on  an  excursion  in  the  north, 
and  that  they  meant  on  their  way  back  to  call  at 
St.  Bosweirs  fair,  which  he  learned  would  be  held 
two  days  from  that  period.  After  a  short  consider- 
ation, he  made  up  his  mind  to  go  to  the  fair,  not 
only  with  the  intention  of  joining  the  faa-gang,  but 
from  expectations  of  gaining  money  by  playing; 
and  as  he  had  an  acquaintance  at  Jedburgh,  he  re*> 
solved  to  spend  the  interval  before  the  fair  in  his 
company. 

The  day  was  far  spent  before  he  left  Yetholm ; 
and  the  weather  being  exceedingly  thick,  it  wieis 
dark  before  he  (»me  near  Jedburgh.    As  he  was 
but   imperfectly   acquainted   with    the    road,    he 
deemed  is  advisable  to  stop  during  the  night  at  a 
farmi-house  which  he  discovered  near  the  road ;  but 
on  advancing,  he  observed  the  barn-door  standing 
invitingly  open.    Allan,  who  could  sleep  as  com- 
fortably amongst  straw  as  on  a  bed  of  down,  en- 
tered the  bam  with  the  expectation  of  enjo3dng  an 
agreeaUe  night's  lodging,  when,  casting  his  eyes 
.around,  he  observed  something  of  a  light  colour 
hanging  against  the  waU,  and  which  on  examination 
he  found  to  be  a  pair  of  buck-skin  breeches.    He 
instantly  took  them  down,   and  safely  retreated 
with  hh  prize.     On  regaining  the  road,  he  exa- 
mined  the  pockets,  in  one  of  which  was  some  cash; 
but  he  said  he  had  forgotten  the  amount.    He  then 
walked  cheerfully  forward,  and  reached  Jedburg^ 
much  sooner  than  he  had  expected. 
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AQmi  without  diiBciilty  found  out  the  re8i4eiief 
of  his  friend,  who  was  a  Gipisy  mugger,  or  de^er  ki 
eiarthen-ware,  with  whom  he  spent  a  wkxff  night. 
In  the  course  of  their  conversa^n,  he  related  the 
affair  of  his  finding  the  biieeehes,  but  took  no  notij^ 
of  the  cash  that  was  in  the  podcet*  The  mugger 
laughed  heartily,  and  told  Mm  that  he  would  shew 
him  the  farmer  next  momiii^  (being  the  market* 
day  at  Jedburgh)  that  the  l»reeehes  belonged  to; 
and  assured  him  that  he  had  no  cause  of  dread,  for 
the  owner  durst  not  daim  them  for  certain  reas<»i$ 
which  hfe^ew. 

Next  morning,  according  to  promise,  the  mugger 
pointed  out  the  farm^  to  Allan;  and  aa  the  two 
Iri^nds  bbd  been  regaling  themselves  freely  with 
whisky,  they  agreed'  to  lEtake  themselve*  merry  at 
the  farmer's  expense.  Aoeocdingly,  they  haertened 
to  the  town-crier,  mii  paid  him  handsomely  to  hoist 
the bri^ecbes on  aloiig  stidj,  and-  {proclaim  through 
^e  market,  that  a  stranger  had  found  them  the 
preceding  night  near  Jedburgh,  and  was  wishfid  to 
return  them  to  the  owner,  provided  he  ojjaily 
claimed  theitt.  The  fwmer  mixed  with. the  multi- 
tude who  fiocked  round  the  town-crier,  and  cast 
iQany  an  anxious  look  towards  his  property. 

After  the  eri^u  had  gw^:  through*  the  town,  he 
retumed^  the  breeches  to'  Allan,  who  retired  with 
kis  pr rae.  Howe^rer,  on  rdfectjk)it,  he  bqgan  to  per- 
oeavc'  tihe'  folly  of  this  action,  and  the  dlffelieut 
ndodes  by  wWob  the  young  farmer  might  be  tef- 
Tenged;  He  therefore  .hastened  off  to  St.  Boswett ; 
mid  on  ti)i§^  oeeasiotii^  bis  sudden  flight  turned  to  his 
advantage,  for  itrbeing  the  night  preceding  the  fair. 
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he  was  well  paid  for  entertainiiig  a  number  of  dro- 
vers, who  had  arrived  with  cattle  for  sale ;  and  the 
business  of  the  fair  was  cmnmenoed  hefore  he  could 
iqpare  time  for  a  sh(»rt  sleep.  About  eight  o'clock, 
he  awoke,  and  walked  through  the  Mr  with  great 
delibefation,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  some  of  his 
vagrant  acquaintances,  when  he  was  accosted,  in 
rather  a  rude  manner^  with  the  appalling  words, 
*^  You  are  my  prisoner."  On  turning  round,  he  ob^ 
served  Serjeant  Armstrong  of  the  twenty-fifth  regi^ 
xnent^  with  his  sword  unsheathed. 

Allan's  first  impulse  was  to  run  o^;  but  cm 
observing  several  red-coats  standing  in  various  di- 
rections near  thafn,  he  relinquished  that  idea.  He, 
howevop,  very  promptly  conceived  and  adQ(>ted  a 
jJan  by  which  he  hoped  to  escape  being  sent  as  a 
deserter  to  the  regiment.  He  shook  Armstrong  by 
the  hand  in  a  seemingly  cordial  manner;  at  the. 
same  time,  assuming  a  cheerful  countenance,  he 
said,  "I  know,  serjeant,  that  you  are  a  man  of 
sense,  and  also  that  you  are  to  be  depended  upon : 
I  have  a  proposition  to  mak^  to  your  advantage, 
provided  you  give  me  your  word  of  honour  to 
abide  by  your  promise,  if  you  agree  to  the  terms  I 
shall  offer." 

The  seijeant  requested  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
propose,  assuring  kim,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  ho;^ 
npurable  terms  were  proposed,  he  would  certainly 
have  no  objection.  Allan  resumed,  "  Well,  Serjeant 
Armstrong,  provided  you  give  me  my  liberty,  I 
veill  this  day  engage  to  procure  you  at  least  six  as 
fine-looking  men  as  any  in  the  twenty-fifth  regi- 
ment; and  I  am  certain,  that  shoi^ld  the  affiur  even 

2  G 
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rmch  your  officers,  they  wiE  be  far  from  blanungi 
ycftir*  conduct/' 

The  sajeant  gave  Alkm  his  word  ^  honour  thatr 
if  he  fulfilled  his^greement>  he  should  at  night  be. 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  himself  as  he  pleased^  nor 
should  he  ever  afterwards  take  him  as  a  deserter.^ 

As  soon  as  the  bargain  was  settled,  Allan  jpinedr 
the  drum  ^nd  fife  with  his  pipes ;  and^  by  a  variety- 
ef  whimsical  C2^i^  he  soon  attracted  the  attention* 
of  a  number  of  strapping  young  men,  amongst 
whom  he  played  his  psurt-  with  such  address  and- 
dexterity,,  that  before  nightj,  instead  of  six,  they- 
inlisted  eight  able  young  ngten*^  He  now  fully  ex- 
pected, bis  liberty,  and  :iiif;im^;(|d^to  tibe  seijeant  his^ 
desire  to  depart.  >  To  this^  no  obj^^ky^  was  offered ;, 
but  the  seijeant'hadr  in  the  eoursi^  of  the  day,  dis- 
patched a  message  to  ^lother  recruiting  segeant  be- 
longing to  the  same  regiment,  who  was  bating  up 
for  recruits  at  Kelso,  inf()rming  him  of  his  bargain 
with  Allan,. and  requesting  him  to  meet  ham  next 
morning  at  a  certain  houpat  Mindrum  Mill,  to  take 
the  piper  aS' a  deserter.. 

The  segeant  invited  Allan  to  j^take  of  a  supper^ 
on  account  of  their  success  during  the  day;,  and 
the  party  adjourned  to  a  village  adjoining  the  place 
Wihere  the  fair  ist^held.  Entering,  a  public  house, 
they  dmnk.  and  danced  tiM  the  following  momingr 
The  Serjeant,  in  oider  to  delay  the  time  of  their  de* 
ptrture  as  long  as  possible,  ordered  breakfast  before 
he  and  his^^recruits  set  out  for  Woder,  where  be 
had  been  stationed  some  weeka;' and  as.  Allan  in- 
tended to  go  towards  Yetbolm  by  the  same  road 
for  a  considerable  way, .  they  all.  set  out  in  higlw 
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spirits,  and  walked  cheerfully  on  till  they  reached 
the  spot  where  they  had  to  separate.  Here  the 
Serjeant  and  Allan  shook  hands  cordially, -and  bid 
each  other  farewell ;  but  at  that  moment  a. midden 
thought  seemed  to  strike  the  serjeant,  who  said, 
**  Faith  !  Jamie,  we  must  have  the  parting  glass  and  » 
tiine ;  and  as  the  distance  is  so  short  to  Mindf  um 
Mill,  you '  cannot  refuse  an  old  friend  who  has 
shared  danger  with  you  in  the  field  at  Minden;  nor 
wiH  I  detain  you  longer  than  you  are  inclined  to 
remain/'  Allan  was  anxious  to  be  gone,  but  he 
could  not  with  decency  refuse  the  request.  He 
therefore,  consented  with  a  cheerful  countenance^ 
nor  had  he  at  this  -time  the  least  suspidcm  of  the 
Serjeant's  design. 

On  reaching  Mindrum  Mill,  they  entered  the 
public  house,  and  Allan  ordered  a  bottle  of  gin  to 
treat  the  company,  which  being  drank,  he  wished 
to  depart;  but  the  serjeant  insisted  on  his  bottle 
being  also  called,  and  a  tune  on  the  pipes.  Befdre 
the  tune  was  finished,  however,  the  other  party  was 
seen  approaching ;  when  the  serjeant  desired  Allan 
'  not  to  stop,  as  it  was  only  a  recruiting  party  return- 
ing from  St.  Boswell's  fair  to  Alnwick,  where  they 
were  stationed. 

When  the  party  entered  the  house,  the  two  Ser- 
jeants appeared  to  be  surprised  at  the  meeting'; 
Armstrong  declaring  he  supposed  his  friend  was  re- 
cruiting in  Yorkshire,  which  station  the  othei*  pre- 
tended to  have  recently  left  for  want  of  success.- 
After  a  good  deal  of  uninteresting  conversation,  the 
serjeant  who  last  arrived  observed  to  his  comrade, 
that  he  had  made  a  good  day's  work,  to  pick  up 
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tune  such  fine-looking  fellows.  Armstrong  rather 
hesitated,  and  at  length  said,  "  OnTy  eight  of  them 
are  recruits :  one  of  the  party  is  an  old  jgquaintance 
of  mine,  who  will  leave  us  in  a  feiinffiPhtes,  as  he 
is  travelling  to  Yetholm/'  But  the  wtk^  looked 
.  towards  the  place  where  Allan  was  seated,  alfd  with 
seeming  surprise  exclaimed,  "  What,  my  <M  friend 
Jamie  the  piper !  then  if  you  will  not  daim  him  as 
a  recruit,  I  arrei^him  as  a  deserts."  Armstrong 
pretended  to  plead  for  Allan's  liberation,  but  was  at 
lefigth  silenced  by  the  other,  threatening  to  report 
his  conduct  if  he  urged  him  to  commit  so  base,  a 
breach  of  duty. 

Allan,  who  was  not  easily  imposed  upon,  from 

the  moment  that  the  second  serjeant  entered,  sus* 

pected  that  the  whole  was  a  preconcerted  scheme  to 

entrap  him ;  he  was  therefcwe  vexed  to  the  soul  to 

.find  himself  duped,  and  bestowed  on  Armstrong 

the  most  cutting,  but  just  epithets :  but  the  Hot- 

jeant  still,  calmly  insisted  that  the  meeting  was  aceii* 

dental.    Armstrong  and  his  recruits  proceeded  tc^ 

Wooler ;  and  AUan  was  mardied  as  a  prisoner  by 

the  other  party  to  Kelso,  who  were  next  momitig 

to  leave  that  plai5e  to  join  the  regiment.     But 

though  Allan  had  been  entrapped  by  Armstroi^, 

,-     he  did  not  yield  to  despair,  but  resolved,  ^ven  at 

the  risk  of  his  life,  to  escape  before  they  arrived  «t 

A       the  head-quarters, 

"  When  the  party  reached  EelsD^  he  was  given  in 

charge  to  a  corporal  and  a  sturdy  recruit,  who  re- 

«dved  strict  injunctions  from  the  i^i^ant  to  watch 

'  him  narrowly.    Allan  artfully  taied  the  eflfects  <rf 

whiskey  upon  his  guards;  but  the  coispor^l  wat 
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caatious^  and  when  they  retired  for  the  night,  he 
appeared  perfectly  sober;  and  as  they  had  a  long 
march  to  undertake  next  morning,  he  proposed  that 
ttey  should  watdi  the  prisoner  by  turns.  The 
whiskey  at  length  made  thCToi  drowsy,  and  it  was 
agreed  by  the  two  guards  that  Allan  should  sleep 
betwixt  them ;  to  which  he  made  no  objection,  but 
jded«m^  that  he  would  sleep  widi  his  cloathg  on. 
They  botM  remonstrated  against  this  arrang^netit 
withoul  effect;  and  they  at  last  resolved  to  foBlow 
bis  exaitt;^,  aofi  to  go  to  bed  with  their  cVMthh  on 
also.  AUsSti  had  previously  provided  himself  with 
two  large  needles  and  some  strong  twine,  with 
which  he  cautiously  sewed  the  doaths  of  liis  guards 
to  the  Uankets,  as  soon  as  he  was  certain  they  were 
adeep.  When  he  hnd  effected  this  bu^ess^  he 
li^ruAg  out  of  the  bed  with  so  little  cautfon,  th^  he 
awoke  bo<9t^is  bedfellows,  who  in  great  haste  ro^ 
to  secure  fai« ;  but,  being  entalygled,  they  tumMed 
en  the  floor,  and  struck  each  other  without  mercy, 
ia  C0ilse<|tience  of  the  corporal  supposing  tlint  iJhe 
secruit  held  him  in  order  to  Ipt  the  deserter  eficape. 
In  the  w^ixR  time,  Allan  thiew  up  Ihe  sash  of  t^ 
Window,  ^d  easily  sdid  down  to  the  sti^et  I^  the 
iqgii^post.  Beijrig  aware  that  instant  fftmmit  movA^ 
be  i»ade  aft^r  him,  he  ran  towards  the  south,  in^ 
tending  to  take  sef uge  at  Yethdtm,  vobme  he  doiM 
dep€ft>d  on  being  placed  in  a  tsecure  rerti»eat ;  4>ut  on 
rea<$hh)g  -the  bridge  aicross  the  Tweed,  he  ^dbserved 
9  ^som  and  a  womaoi  near  its  centre,  seemin^y  in 
deep  converaatkm.  White  he  pa«ised  to  4»immii^ 
on  the  propriety  of  passing  tiiem  or  of  pursui))^  vi^ 
Qther  course,  he  .heard  footsteps  adva»diftg  4Mdl^|^ 
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Mm,  Seeing  no  probability  of  escape  but  by  gain- 
ing the  river,  he  lowered  himself  over  the  battle^ 
ments  to  the  left,  and,  by  a  gentle  declivity,  reached 
the  Tweed,  in  which  he  immersed  himself  to  the 
chin.  He  had  no  sooner  taken  this  awkward  sta- 
tion, than  he  heard  the  soldiers  enquire  of  the  cou- 
ple which  he  had  seen  upon  the  bridge  if  a  man 
had  recently  passed  them.  The  answer  which  was 
returned  was  delivered  in  so  low  a  tpne  of  voice, 
that  he  could  not  make  it  out,  and  was  under  con- 
siderable apprehension  lest  they  had  seen  him  slip 
into  the  water,  and  were  informing  his  pursuers; 
but  his  fears  speedily  vanished,  on  hearing  them  re- 
turn by  the  same  road. 

Allan  with  pleasure  heard  their  footsteps  die 
away;  but  as  the  couple  still  kept  their  station  on' 
the  bridge,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  awim  to  the 
opposite  side,  which  he  did  with  as  wKe  noise  as 
possible,  and  then  walked  towards  the  south. 

The  treachery  and  superior  cunning  displayed  l^ 
Serjeant  Armstrong  exasperated  Allan  to  the  ut- 
most ;  and  instead  of  going  to  Yetholm,,  as  he  at 
first  intended,  he  resolved  to  proceed  to  Wooler,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  be  revenged  cm  him.  He  ac- 
cordingly changed  his  route,  and  on  the  road  con- 
trived his  plan  of  operations,  though  he  was  aware 
that  a  considerable  risk  attended  its  execution. 

Allan  reached  Wooler  at  an  early  hour,  and  re- 
paired to  the  house  of  one  of  the  vagrant  tribe, 
where  he  adjusted  his  dress.  About  sevai  o'clock, 
he  presented  himself  at  the  Serjeant's  quarters,  and 
in  a  loud,  and  rather  authoritative  tone,  demanded 
m  ipgtmediate  audience  with  him.    The  landlord. 
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supposing  from  Jiis  mlanner  that  he  had  senile  hnsU 
nes9  of  consequence  to  transact  with  the  s^eaxAf 
conducted  him  to  the  bed-side.  Allan,  in  a  lofty 
manner,  and  with  a  stern  coiuntenance,  addressed 
him  as  follows :— "  Serjeant,  you  see  a  man  before 
you  whom  you  are  conscious  of  having  used  in  a 
scandalous  manner ;  and  we  meet,  no  doubt,  much 
sooner  than  you  expected :  but  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  see  your  colonel:  yesterday,  on  my  being: 
conducted  a  prisoner  into  Kelso>  to  whom  I  related 
the  whole  of  your  unjustifiable  conduct  towards 
me,  at  which  he  was  greatly  displeased,  and,  in* 
compensation,  generously  presented  me  with  my 
discharger '  Here  he  drew  a  sheet  of  paper,  care* 
fully  folded,  and  resembling  a  discharge,  from  his 
pocket,  while  he  continued,  "  He  at  the  same  time 
insisted  on  n^  coming  to  Wooler,  and  demanding 
two  guiiieaslw  you  as  a  recompence  for  the  troubfe 
and  fatigue  you  so  dishonourably  causied  me.  You 
may  also  expect,  this  day,  an  order  for  rejoining  th0 
regiment.'^ 

The  seijeant,  being  so  unexpectedly  awoke,  wad 
astonished  and  confounded  at  this  peremptory  arid 
alarming  message,  so  triumphalitly  delivered  by 
such  a  messenger ;  but  a  consciousness  of  his  vil-^ 
lainouB  conspiracy  against  Allan,  coupled  with  a 
knowledge  of  his  colonel's  aversion  to  duplicity  in 
every  form,  impressed  his  mind  with  dreadful  ap=* 
prehensions,  and  absorbed  every  other  idea.  Ifl 
this  moment  of  agitation  and  alarm,  he  delivered 
the  stipulated  sum,  when  Allan,  with  a  grave  face* 
said,  "I  hope,  Seijeant  Armstrong,  you  will  not 
coQie  to  any  harm  in  this  business,  further  than  ^ 
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severe  reprimand,  which  you  have  reason  to  expect.** 
The  Serjeant  made  no  reply:  Allafti's  roguery  and 
effrontery  surpassed  his  conceptions,  and  he  was  Irft 
to  reflect  at  leisure  on  the  natufe  of  these  strange 
proceedings* 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

AIl«i*s  Flight  into  RoKburghdiire.«-jQini  a  Gipsy  Cimp-««AiriT«f  at  YeUiolBi-^ 
Otpsy  Maonen— StraDge  Aneodote8~-Fishixig--Tht  Two.  Fiddteift--Slleep» 
stoJing — Trsveb  to  Berwick— Swimming  Exhibition— Enlitts—Sootdi  Snttff»- 
Sndden  Fliglit. 

ApPRilHENSIVE  of  being  recaptur^^by  his 
military  enemies,  iUlan  determined  on  ^Q|r:iediate 
flight  to  some  distant  part  of  the  country.  To  fa- 
cilitate his  escape,  he  procured  a  galloway  for  a 
trifle  from  a  brother  Gipsy  in  Wooler,  having  given 
him  an  order  for  the  one  left  in  his  friend's  posses- 
sion on  his  arrest  by  Serjeant  Armstrong.  Having 
mounted,  he  struck  through  the  trackless  wilds  that 
skirt  the  north-west  p^s  of  Northumberland,  and, 
after  a  short  rest,  rode  all  night.  Towards  the 
morning,  he  found  his  galloway  was  completely 
knocked  up ;  so  he  was  obliged  to  di^inount,  and 
to  lead  it  gently.  On  turning  a  corner  of  the  road 
near  Hawick  in  Roxburghshire,  he  suddenly  came 
upon  a  party  of  Gipsies,  who  were  encamped  in  a 
fine  shaded  recess  at  the  side  of  the  ^oad.    **j€aake 
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AMan?'  exckimed  selrerrf  vbfefes  ai«  dfi[cer>;  v^MLt  U 
young  Woman  *sptuttg  up>  and/  dlts^^i^  Mia  in  her 
^^tm^y  saluted  him  witb  gmt  ferV^du)^.  AMn,  m 
recognizing  Sallyi  the  fortune-teller,  whom  he  had 
been  obliged  to  l»i?^  ^roptly  At  Apjfle^  on  his^ 
escape  to  Ireland,  was  equally  pleaigred.  .Since  hi» 
departure,  she  had  married  a  Gipsy  cooper,  who 
had  just  been  transported  at  Carlisle  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  for  horse-stealing ;  and  being  now  per- 
fectly at  liberty,  she  a^eed  to  renew  ha- partnership 
with  the  merry  piper. 

After  partaking  of  a  hearty  bn^kf ast,  the  party 
hastily  yoked  their  carts,  and  hurried  off  to  join  the 
main  body,  who  had  rendezvoused  cm .  a  common 
near  Harew^od.  Allan's  heart  w»»^  refertted  on  be- 
holding the  encamptnertt  of  hfc^  iAd  J^feids.*    The 

*  Mr.  Henry  Robson^  who  is  employed  in  the  office  of  the  pub- 
lishers, has  composed  the  folldwi^g  sel^;  ^f^hSdi  Is  1i%hly  charac- 
teristic 0f  tiae  opittidiiB^  manners,  dnd  aiflt»e)MlilS  ^f  the  Gipsy 
tribe: — 

GIPSY'S  SONG. 

Here  awhile  we'll  cease  from  roaming-^ 

Pitch  the  tents  among  the  broom — 
Turn  the  asses  on  the  common^  ' 
And  enjoy  the  afternooii. 
Merry  shall  rve  he  to-day  : 

What  is  life  devoid  of  ^pleasure  f 
Care,  Jrem  us  k^epfi^r  away. 

While  Mirik  fmrswn  his  uprightly  measuYe. 

Place  all  things^in  piipper  order^ — 

Budgets^  bnes^  cfook'ry  ware ;  ^ 

And  here^  eniNMip'd  im  £tigland's  Border, 
We'H  yemain  till  Wldtiiihi  jMl^. 
jUerfiff  ^c* 
11  2  H 
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vBgTBXit  crew  received  him  with  every  demonstra- 
tion of  joy,  and,  on  hearing  of  his  late  achievements, 
provided  for  his  safety;   while  his  heart  dilated 

Ease  the  brutes  of  panniers'  load ; 

Let  them  browse  among  the  heather. 
Light  a  fire  and  dress  some  food^ 

And  frankly  we  shall  feast  together. 
Merry y  ^c 

AvA,  Allan,  thod  shalt  screw  thy  drone^ 
And  play  np  '*  Maggie  Lauder^*  sweetly. 

Or  "  Money  Musk/'  or  ''  Dorringtm," 
And  we  shall  frisk  and  foot  it  neatly/  : 
Merry,  ^c-  ♦  ,  • 

Crowds  gain'd  applause  for  many  a  tune  ; 

Few  peer'd  him  in  the  High  or  Lawlan'  : 
But  neither  he  nor  Sandy  Brownf 

Could  trill  a  note  like  Jamie  Allan. 
Merry,  ^c. 

"  Ot  BUifV'lmtd  H&bby'e  Border  Bits, 
Nor  gay  nor  dafib  QQuld  please  the  dancer; 

But  aye  to  Allan's  lilts  at  fairs,    . 
The  very  feet  themselves  would  answer."^ 
Merry;  Sfc. 

Each  chiel  shall  take  his  f&v'rite  lass. 
And  dance  with  her  till  she  be  weary, 

*  Crowd  wai  a  wandering  pipeir,  who  frequently  travelled  with  Gipeiek 

f  About  ihirty-two  yean  ago,  a  poem  appeared  in^a  Kelso  newspaper,  wherein 
this  celebrated  piper  is  respectfully  mentioned.    The  foUojinng  is  an  eztnct:— 
**They  brought  the  piper,  Sandy  Brown, 
To  Jedburgh  ttmm  Lochmaben  town; 
Though  whaisling  sair  and  broken  down 

Auld  Sandy  seem'd. 
His  chanter  finr  a  pleufaig  soimd 

Was  stil  estaemU" 
$  This  verse  was  written  by  the  later  Mr.  WiUiam  BichaKbon,  of  North  Shieldt, 
but  was  sent  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  a  tgiggim  ed^tM  of  the  song. 
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with  pleasure  on  again  finding  himself  amongst  his 
former  jovial,  free,  and  careless  companions.  Re- 
membering the  charms  of  his  music,  the  attractions 

And  warm  her  with  the  whisky  glass. 
And  loss  and  hug  his  nut-brown  dearie. 
Merry,  4^. 

And  when  of  mirth  weVe  had  our  wUl, 
Upon  the  heath  love  shall  entwine  us; 

Our  plighted  vows  we'll  then  fulfil. 
Without  a  omting  priest  to  join  us. 
Merry,  S^ 

And  while'We  go  our  country  rounds. 

Trinkets  selling,  fortunes  telling. 
Or  tink'ring,  cooping,  casting  spoons. 

We'll  still  obtain  the  ready  shilling. 
Merry,  ^c. 

Unto  the  farm-steads  we  can  hie. 
Whene'er  our  stock  of  ^ood  grows  scanty  ; 

And  from  the  hen«roost,  bin,  or  sty. 
We'll  aye  get  fresh  supplies  in  plenty. 
Merry,  ^. 

And  when  the  herdsman  goes  to  sleep. 

And  on  the  fell  remains  the  flock. 
We'll  steal  abroad  among  the  sheep. 

And  take  a  choice  one  from  the  stock. 
Merry,  SfC. 

The  clergy  take  the  tenth  of  swine. 

Potatoes,  poultry,  com,  and  hay: 
Why  should  not  Gipsies,  when  they  dine. 

Have  a  tithe-p%  as  well  «•  they  ?  ^ 
Merry,  S^c. 

We  wish  not  for  great  store  of  wealth. 
Nor  pomp,  nor  pride,  nor  costly  dainty ; 

While  blest  with  liberty,  sad  hefitlth. 
And  competence, — tfattt  we  have  plenty. 
Merry,  ^c. 
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of  hii^  humour^  and  the  dextenty  vitii:  viimh  he 
eonceived  and  executed  plans  of  depredation,  they 
joined  in  entreq^tii^  him  to  remain  amo^agak  tkenou 
Allan  retained  a  strong  predilection  for  their  habits 
of  life ;  he  longed  to  encaoip  amongst  them  on  the 
moors,  to  pilfer  the  hen-roosts,  and  to  join  the  mer- 
riments that  accompanied  their  iteasts.  Nor  were 
the  charms  and  abilities  of  SaHy  to  be  disregarded. 
He  therefore  felt  happy  ^nd  joyful,  apd^  with  his 
merry  associate^^  pspse^  the  night  ift,  feasting  and 
dancing. 

Next  day,  the  party  p^pdire4  to  wfairo.  to  Yet- 
holm.  A  few  of -the  young  Gipsies  went  to  a  fair 
near  Wooler ;  but  Allan  dedSned  the  invitation  to 
accompany  them.  He  resolved  to  avoid  fairs  and 
red-coats  in  future.  They  journeyed  towards  Yet- 
holm  by  slow  and  sho^t  stagey,,  sind,  before  they 
reached  the  town^  WQ^  r4g<»i]^  by  thosi^  who  had 
gone  to  the  fgi». 

On  approaching  Kirk-Yetholm,  all  the  Gipsy 
youth  in  the  village  came^  out  to  welcome  their 
friends,  who  on  the  road  had  pick^  up  three  fat 
sheep.  Allan's  heart  leaped  for  joy  on  seeing  so 
many  of  his  kindred ;  for  the  yill^e  was  full  of  the 
tribe,  who  had  assembled  to  witness  a  ma«dage  be- 
tween a  distinguished  Scotch  Gipsy  a^d  one  of  old 
Will  Faa's  daugbtevs.  The  other  inhdbilants  of 
this  place  are  prudent  enough  never  to  mifx  amongst, 
or  to  observe  too  nearly  the  proceedings  of  the  Gip- 
sies ;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  ju-e  quiet  and  peaceable 
neighbours.  The  local  situation  of  tl^is  place  is  ex- 
cellent, and  "  ^ftbrd^cL;.  t^,a  ht^  wi;iter,if^a3iarks,  "  pe- 
culiar facilities  for  the  indulgence  q^  tibe  roaming  and 
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predatory  habits  of  the  Gipsies^  and  for  the  eraj^cmci 
\eg9^  restraints  aodi  penalties.  Thoiigb  remote  from 
tbe  prineipal  pubfie  roads,  they  obtained,,  fimn  this 
(Nation,  a  ready  aocess  to  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  both  kingdoms,  by  various  wild  and  unfrequented 
by-paths,  btjtl^  kviown  since  the  days  of  tbe  Border 
forays,  except  to  themselves  and  a  ffew  cattle- 
drovers.  The  hills  and  waters,  also,  teemed  with 
game  and  fish;  and  the  upland  fajws  wd  hamlets 
required  a  eoii^itant  SAipply  of  tinkering,  crockery, 
and  horn  spoons,  and  abounded  with  good  eheer, — 
while  magistrates  and  constables,  and  country-towns, 
were  *  few  and  far  between*'-^All  these  were  advan- 
tages of  no  trivial  n<»jture  tp  ih^  vagrant  conrawxiity, 
and  they  seem,  accordSingly,  to  have  been, neither 
overlooked  nor  left  unemployed  by  the  colonists  of 
Kirk-Yetholm. 

"  The  village  itsqlf  liei?  quite  embosomed  among 
the  Cheviot  Hills,  and  besides  its  claims  to  celebrity 
as  the  modern  metropoMs  of  the  '  Lcmp^s  of  Littil 
Egipt,'  it  is  not  undeserving  of  some  notice,  also, 
on  account  of  the  simple  and  sequestered  beauty  of 
its  scenery.  It  bawgs  upon  the  lower  declivity  of  a 
steep  rocky  hUl^  called  Stairroch,  on  the  southern 
bank  of  the  Bowmont,  or,  as  Leyden  has  named  it, 
the  Yeta*    This  is  a  fine  trouting  sjtreaui,  which 

*  The  following  extract  firom  Ley^e»'s  bemitiful  poem,  alluded 
to  above,  is  finely  descriptive  of  l^e  despised  andi-degraded  Gipsy 
race: —  *      - 

''  On  Yetar'a  baalBs  the  yagrantt  ^^IpBies  pfawe 
Their  turf-built  cots;  a  sim-'biL#tit<8Watttfay  race! 
From  Nubian  realms  theiv  tawny  litte  tbey  bring. 
And  their  brown  cbi^i^aiii  Taunts  the  name  ef  king : 
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issues,  a  few  miles  above,  from  the  west  side  of 

Cheviot ;  and  after  winding  through  a  narrow  pas- 

-toral  valley,  unsheltered  with  wood,  but  bounded 

every  where  by  smooth  steep  hills  of  the  most 

With  loitering  stepb  from  town  to  town  they  pass^ 
Their  lazy  dames  rocked  on  the  panniered  ass. 
From  pilfered  roosts^  or  nauseous  carrion^  fed. 
By  hedge-rows  green  they  strew  the  leafy  bed. 
While  scarce  the  doak  of  tawdry  red  conceals 
The  fine-turned  limbs^  which  every  breeze  reveals : 
Their  bright  black  «f  ea  thro'  silken  lashes  shine^ 
Around  their  necks  their  raven  tresses  twine ; 
But  chilling  damps,  and  dews  of  night,  impair 
Its  soft  sleek  gloss,  and  tan  the  bosom  bare. 
Adroit  the  lines  of  palmistry  to  trace. 
Or  read  the  damsel's  wishes  in  her  f&ce,   . 
Her  hoarded  silver  store  they  xsharm  away, 
A  pleasing  debt,  for  promised  wealth  to  pay« 
But,  in  the  lonely  bam,  fr^m  towns  remote. 
The  pipe  and  bladder  opes  itir 'screaking  throat. 
To  aid  the  revels  of  the  noisy  rout. 
Who  wanton  dance,  or  push  the  cups  about : 
Then  for  their  paxanionrs  the  maddening  brawls  *i 

Shrilly  fierce,  and  frantic,  echoes  round  the  hall. 
No  glimmering  light  to  rage  supplies  a  mark, 
S^ve  the  red  fire-brand,  hissing  through  the  dark ; 
r       And  oft  the  beams  of  morn,  the  peasants  say. 

The  blood-stained  turf,  and  new-fcnrmed  graves,  display. 

Fell  race,  unworthy  of  the  Scotian  name ! 

Your  brutal  deeds  your  barbarous  line  proclaim ; 

With  dreadful  Gallas  linked  in  kindred  bands. 

The  locust  brood  of  Ethiopia's  sands,    . 

Whose  frantic  shouts  the  idiunder  blue  defy, 

And  launch  their  arrows  at  the  glowing  sky. 

In  barbarous  pomp  they  gMhAw  inhuman  feastj 

With  dismal  viands  mtifi  afebors  to  taste ;      ^  i 

And  grimly  sml^,  «&an'  ted  tl^  goblets  ^hine, .. 

Wh^  mantles  red  die  dbelt^but  not  with  win^i" 
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beautiful  verdure,  flows  down  between  the  two  vil- 
lages of  Kirk  and  Town  Yetholm.  The  Bowmont 
is  here  joined  by  a  large  brook  from  the  bottom  of 
a  picturesque  recess  among  the  neighbouring  hills, 
which  pours  into  it  the  superfluous  waters  of  the 
little  lake  of  Loch-Tower  or  Lochside.  A  short 
way  below  this  it  enters  'England,  and  afterwards 
ialls  into  the  Till  near  Flodden  Field. 

*^  Between  the  two  villages  is  stretched  a  broad 
and  level  haugh,  which  the  Bowmont  occasionally 
overflows.  At  Fasten's  Even  ^i^  always  forms  the 
theatre  fw  the  toughest  foot-ball  match  now  played 
in  die  south  of  S.cotland.  Town- Yetholm  li6s  ra- 
ther low,  and  exhibits  nothing  remarkable  either  in 
the  diaraeter  of  its  inhabitants  or  its  internal  ap- 
peEirianee;  but  a  smsiU  conical  hiU,  whose  rocky 
jsummit  retains  the  vestiges  of  some  ancient  en- 
trenchments,  rises  betweeajt  and  Loch-Tower,  and 
{^resents  a  very  pleasing  view  on  approaching  from 
the  north.  It  is  cultivated  on  all  sides  quite  to  the 
top^^-^-and  the  small  village  tenants,  by  whom  it  is 
cbiefly  occupied,  have  parcelled  out  its  sloping  de- 
clivities into  parks,  or  little  enclosures,  of  almost 
Chinese  variety, — each  of  which  annually  exhibits, 
bn  a  small  scale,  the  diversified  operations  and  va- 
riegated vegetation  of  Scottish  husbandry. 

'*  The  aspect  of  the  opposite  village,  to  which  the 
Gipsy  population  is  entirely  confined,  is  of  a  difier- 
ent  character: — a  mill  and  a  church-yard  rising  from 
the  brink  of  tHe  water — the  church  itself  low  and 
covered  with  thatch— bej^d'  which  appear  the 
straggled  houses  of  thi  ^&gt;  hnilt  in  the  old 
Scottish  style,  many  of  them**witlR  their  gable-ends. 
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ieekg^  tfr  comen^  turned  to  the  street  or  tauM^gale.*^ 
und  sCiU  farther  up,  the  TkMer  Rm,  with  its  km^ 
unequal^  straw-covered  loofe,  and  diimneys  bound 
with  rushes  and  faay*^ope&--iiiea  and  women  loiter*, 
ing  at  their  doons,  <»*  kzily  busied  cmong  thieir 
earCs  and  panhkrs — and  ra^ed  duldren  sntttabliAg 
on  the  mdden^teuds  (whidi  lise  before  evety  co^ 
tage)  in  intiniate  and  equal  fdfowship  with  pigs, 
poultry^  dogs,  and  cuddies J^ 

Allan,  on  entering  the  village,  immediateiy  ?&- 
paired  to  Ihe  royal  residence  to  pay  his  respects  to 
dd  WiU,  by  whom  he  was  receh^  with  gnat 
kindness.  The  house  was  Aill  of  Gipsies  of  botii 
aexes,  who  had  come  to  the  wedding;  axid  ttare 
w€tre  above  £^beeii  asses  tetiieted  hearlhieidooi^  A 
latjge  pot  Was  sithfaidnng  on  the  fire;  said  w  AttM 
oast  his  eye  upon  it^  the  diief  invited  hnnCOpar^ 
take  (rf  their  supper.  T|pe  soup,  tiiick  and  brown^ 
was  soon  emptied  into  large  bowls^  and  a  wmnxrf 
steam  ar<N9e  of  hares,  hens,  and  oniom.  Every  one 
instantly  plunged  in  his  horn  spoon,  and  the  disbes 
were  quickly  emptied.  Some  excellent  whhiky 
dosed  the  repast ;  white  many  songs  were  deHfeted 
in  a  rough  and  careless  chaunt.  '    * 

After  sleeping  about  two  hours,  Allan  was  rousUHl 
up  to  join  a  party  which  was  ordered  oat  to  ooUeet 
gdme.  Some  went  in  one  direction,  and  Mcne  in 
another:  but  Allan  devoted  himsdf  to  trout^h-. 
ing;  and  so  eminently  succesisful  weve  his  trsiet^ 
tions,  that  be  iieorived  a  nod  of  approbatioh  frMi 
Mndge  G^dim^  the  queeil^  of  the  tidbe,  a  fstvour 
6^Mb  granted  by  this  haughty  and  bcdd  woman. 
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Ifext  day  the  marriage  took  place,  aftd  iUlan 
{clayed  almost  incessantly.  Laughter,  songs;  and 
diancing,  shewed  the  absence  of  care,  and  the  deter- 
mination' to  be  happy.  Old  WiH  at  last  ordered 
two  Bonier  pipers  tor  supply  Allan's  place^  and  the 
latter  joined  in  the  dance  with  his  favourite  Sally. 
This  young  womatn  sung  the  fat-ourite  old  ballads 
of  the  tribe  in'  the  most  sweet  and  pathetic  manner. 
Madge  requested  her  to  sing  onp  which  commemo- 
ratied  a  daring  deed  executed  in  old  times  by  a 
Gipsy  hero.  She  immediately  sung  it  so  as  to  ele- 
vate and  chaim  the  whole  assembly.  A  stout 
Gipsy,  named  Winter,  mentioned  before,  sprung 
up,  saying,  "  Deil  hae  me  if  I  dinna  kiss  the  cherry 
lips  that  can  sing  sae  sweetly  ;'*  and  running  up  to 
Sally,  he  saluted  her.  In  return,  she  slapped  him 
slightly  on  the  cheek,  and  archly  said,  "  Thou  loon, 
I  tell  thee  ddol  and  sormw  comes  o'  kissing."  The 
audacious  Gipsy  laughep,  and  casting  his  swarthy 
eyes  upon  Allan,  he  muttered,  with  visible  scorn, 
** Shall  a  feckless  piper  eat  the  cherries?"  Allan 
^ideavoured  to  smother  his  wrath ;  for  Winter  was 
fierce,  young,  and  powerfiil,  atid  his  disappointment 
in  losing  Sally  had  once  before  placed  Allan's  life  in 
danger. 

Shortly  after,  Allan  joined  in  a  six-rfeef,  arid  was  , 
tripping  on  the  green  with  his  wonted  agility,* 
when  Winter  dexterously  tripped  him  up.  In  an 
instant  he  started  upon  his  feet,  when  Winter  (ex- 
claimed, "  Diniia  scowl  on  me,  man,  or  111  save 
the  hangman  his  trouble."  Allan  knew  that  dis- 
grace and  danger  would  be  incurred*  by  exhibiting 
fear,  and  imagined  he  might  safely  make  a  plunger 
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at  his  rival  before  he  could  assume  his  guard.  But 
he  was  mistaken,  as  his  knife  was  scarcely  drawa 
until  the  ready  ruffian  started  back,  and,  unsheathe 
ing  his  dirk,  gave  a  loud^  discordant  kugh ;  while 
his  face  grew  black,  he  quivered  with  rage,  and  an 
infernal  smile  curled  his  lips.  Retreat  being  im^ 
possible,  Allan  rushed  forward  to  make  a  mortal 
thrust ;  but  just  as  their  bare  weapon^  were  meet-, 
ing,  Mctdge^'who  had  been  sitting  on  an  old  pannier, 
started  up,  threw  her  plaid  upon  the  instruments, 
and  then,  with  amazing  quickness,  drew  a  silver* 
mounted  pistol  from  her  bosom,  which  she  cocked, 
and  said,  in  a  firm,  bold  voice,  "  Peace,  cowards !  or^ 
by  the  soul  of  my  father,  I'se  shew  ye  both  the 
colour  o' blood.  Ye  poor  soulless  coofs, — ^yeVe  the 
disgrace  o'  our  race.  Ye  sneaking  robbers  of  auld 
wives'  hen-roosts,  ye  darena  follow  the  steps  o'  our 
gallant  fore-elders,  but  ye  can  be  fierce  and  bold 
with  each  other.  Peace,  I  say,  ye  sackless  bodies." 
The  combatants  dropped  their  weapons;  Madge 
yeturned  her  pistol,  and  resumed  her  seat  with 
great  caimi^ess ;  the  sports  were,  recommenced  as  if 
nothing  had  happened ;  a,nd  the  rivals  seemed  to  be 
tlie  merriest  in  the  company.* 

*  The  Winter  here  spoken  of  is  supposed  to  have  fsdlen  ip  a 
,  squabble  amongst  his  tribe.  The  gang  to  which  he  belonged  long 
inhabited  the  wastes  of  Northumberland.  John  and  Robert  Win* 
ter,  father. atid  fion^  were  desperate  robbers;  bat/ in  178B^  they 
were  apprehended  for  breaking  open  the  house  of  William  Charl* 
ton^  Esq.  of  Hesleyside.  Being  convicted  at  the  assises^  they 
were  executed  at  Morpeth  on  August  6th  in  that  year.  At  their 
death,  they  testified  the  most  brutal  want  of  feelings  fear^  or  com-^ 
punction.  Wiljiam  Winter>  another  son  of  the  hoary  offendarx 
was  such  a  fearless  depredator^  that,  during  the  last  eiglLteen  years 
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This  being  the  best  season  for  travelling,  the 
Gipsy  community,  after  three  days'  feasting,  were 
ordered  to  their  several  districts  or  walks.  Old 
Will  Faa,  with  three  other  men  and  seven  women, 
remained  at  home  to  execute  certain  orders  for 

of  his  life>  he  had  not  been  at  liberty  six  months  together.  At 
last/ -an  old  woman  named  Margaret  Crozer,  at  Elsdon  in  North- 
umberland^ was  found  murdered,  and  her  house  robbed.  Suspi- 
cion naturally  fell  upon  William '  Winter^  and  his  two  associates, 
Jane  and  Eleanor  Clark,  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood.  By  the 
activity  of  the  late  Walter  Trevelyan,  Esq.  they  were  apprehended 
and  convicted  on  the  clearest  evidence.  The  trial  occupied  the 
attentien  of  the  court  fox  sixteen  hours.  Such  was  the  uncommon 
strength  of  William  Winter,  that,  after  receiving  sentence  of 
death,  he  carried  both  his  female  companions,  one  under  each  arm^ 
from  the  bar,  and  across  a  wide  street  to  the  old  Castle ;  supporting, 
at  the  same  time,  his  own  heavy  chains,  as  well  as  the  irons  affixed 
to  the  women.  They  w^e  executed  at  the  Westgate,  Newcastle, 
on  August  10,  1792.  The  bodies  of  the  two  feniales  were  sent  to 
the  Surgeons'  Hall  for  dissectioif;  but  Winter's  body  was. hung  in 
chains  on  Wiskershields  Common,  near  to  where  the  barbarous 
deed  was  committed.  This  loathsmne  spectacle  at  length  fell  into 
pieces ;  but  the  lord  of  the  manor  set  up  a  new  gibbet,  on  which 
the  rude  figure  of  a  man  in  wood  is  suspended.  The  remnant  of 
the  winter  gang  fled  into  Hoxbprghshire,  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Winterip.  They  settled  at  a  cottage  within  about  four  miles  of 
Earlstoun,  and  became  great  plagues  to  the  country,  until  they 
were  secured,  after  a  tight  battle,  tried  before  the  circuit  court  at 
Jedburgh,  and  banished  biack'to  thieir  native  country  of  England. 
The  dalesmen  of  Reedwater  shewed  great  reluctance  to  receive  , 
these  returned  emigrants.  '  After  the  Sunday  service  at  a  little 
chapel  near  Otterburn,  one  of  the  squires  rose,  and  addressing  the 
congregation,  told  them  they  would  be  accounted  no  longer  Reeds- 
dale  men,  but  Reedsdale  women.  If  they  permitted  this  marked 
and  atrocious  family  to  enter  their  district.  The  people  answered, 
that  they  would  not  permit  them  to  coxue  that  way ;  and  the  pro- 
scribed family,  hearing  of  the  unanimous  resolution  to  oppose  their 
passage^  went  more  southerly  by  the  heads  of  Tyiie. 
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spoons,  baskets,  &;c.  and  to  mend  some  articles  of 
valuable  china.  Allan  also  was  ordered  to  stay  at 
home,  as  he  could  not  with  safety  venture  abroad. 
Fishing  was  at  once  his  occupation,  amusement, 
and  delight.  He  had  long  been  deprived  of  this: 
sport,  and  he  now  resumed  it  with  uncommon  ar- 
dour. The  Gipsies  at  home  were  plentifully  sup- 
plied with  burn  fish ;  ^nd  sometimes  he  roamed  as 
far  as  the  Tweed,  from  which  he  ney^r  ^returned 

without  being  loaded  with  aalmon>^ 

•  ^,    , 

*  Allan's  fondness  for  certain  songs  and  music  on  the  spqrt  of 
fishings  reminds  the  writer  of  the  following  excellent  '^Fishing 
Song/'  from  the  "  Border  Tonr,"  to  the  air  ^'  Blue  Bonnets  over 
the  Border/'  and  which^  xiot  heing  m^ch  kiiown^  may  be  accepta*^ 
ble  to  the  reader :— ^ 

''Oh !  wad  ye  wish  to  gang  to  the  fishings  lad,  ' 

Ye  maun  get  up  in  the  morning  safe  early  ; 
Wi'  skip  like  the  roe-deer,  and  blithe  heart  and  glad. 

And  tackle  in  order  to  start  to  it  fairly. 
Away !  while  the  sleepers  around  ye  are  dreaming ; 
Away !  while  the  grey  eye  of  morning  is  beaming"; 
Ere  thie  mist  leave  the  mountain. 
The  wild-duck  the  fountain. 
Or  the  pure  light  of  day  o'er  the  woild  is  streaming, 

*'  Whe^i  the  soft  winds  of  spring  the  primrose  awaken. 
And  the  blue  violet  flow'r  in  the  valley  is  blushing ; 
When  the  snow-flake  the  far  mountain  height  has  forsaken. 

And  the  streams,  full  of  freshness,  are  sparkling  and  gushing  ; 
When  wild  bir^s^are  singing,  and  young  lambs  are  bleating ; 
The  blackbird's  first  loye-lay  its  own  mate  is  greeting  ,* 
When  the  swift  and  the  swallow 
The  water-flies  follow^ 
And  the  sea-gull  sails  slow  o'er  .the  spot  whe^  they're  fleeting^ 

''  Gang  down  by  the  glens  where  the  river  runs  gently. 
Where  the  light  western  breeze  the.nlT^an^  dpple  ov^. 
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But  Allan,  while  fishing,  sometimes  obtained  an 
^sigaganent  to  play,  from  which  he  acquijred  small 

By  the  deep  eddied  poob^  where^  sil^t  and  tently> 

The  trout  keeps  his  watch  'neath  the  willow'd  bank's  cover ; 
Ai|d  there  with  the  fly,  where  the  water  winds  slowly. 
Neatly,  and  cleanly,  throw  it  out  just  below  ye  ; 
Watch  for  him  steadily, 
'     Strike  at  him  readily. 
And  mn  Mat  till  faisi  09  Uie  sward  he  lies  lowly. 

'^  With.the  minnow  or  bait,  in  the  streams  that  are  fleetest^ 

For  the  large  yellow  fellows,  two-poundiers  and  more. 
You  are  sure  of  a  tune,  to  the  fisher's  ear  sweetest— -> 

For  the  sound  of '  the  Pirn'*  is  all  music  before. 
He  comes  with  a  boil,  like  a  deep  cauldron,  gasping. 
So  sudden  and  keenly  the  tempting  bait  grasping— 
Hark  to  him  splashing ! 
See  to  him  dashing ! 
There  he  pants  on  the  shore,  and  your  hand  cannot  clasp  him. 

'^  When  the  basket  is  fill'd,  and  the  strap  can't  be  tighter. 
Hie  homeward  once  more,  neither  care-worn  nor  weary ; 
And  there,  round  the  happy  hearth,  to  eyes  that  are  bright^ 

Than  liie  «tar-]ight  of  heaven,  and  lov'd  hx  more  dearly. 
Exhibit  the  spoils  3f  the  morning's  deceiving ; 
Tell  o'er  the  deeds  of  the  proud  day's  achieving ; 
Count  them  out  one  by  one. 
Tell  how  each  feat  was  done. 
In  stories  past  all  but  a  fisher's  believing. 

"  O  there's  no  sport  on  earth  the  fishing  compar'd  tol 

And  streams  there  are  none  our  own  streams  to  manow; 
In  sweetness  and  beauty,  the  wide  world  I  dare  to 

Match  me  the  Coquet,  the  Tweed,  or  the  Yarrow. 
Where  are  there  ony  that  run  half  sae  clearly  ? 
Where,  are  there  ony  we  love  half  sae  dearly  ? 
O  fishing's  the  sport  for  me ! 
But  day's  owre  short  for  me 
To  tell  how  I've  loo'd  it — how  long  and  sincerely.'' 
*  See  Bote,  page  15. 
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sum$,  diat  were  mostly  expended  on  some  shewy 
article  of  dress.  During  one  of  his  rambles,  he 
heard  that  a  gentleman  farmer  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was  to  be  married  to  a  lady  of  fortune  the 
following  day,  and  ^  large  company  were  expected 
to  attend  the  nuptials.  He  therefore  hastened  to 
offer  his  services  on  the  joyful  occasion,  which  were 
graciously  accepted,  and  he  was  invited  to  remain 
all  night.  While  meditating  on  «he  profits  likely 
to  accrue  from  this  fortunate  circumstance,  two 
ominous  birds  (as  Allan  termed  fiddlers)  from 
Kelso,  and  who  were  engaged  for  the  piu'pose,  en- 
tered the  apartment  where  he  was  seat^  They 
were  an  unwelcome  sight  to  Allan,  and  put  all  his 
golden  dreams  to  flight,  for  he  was  afraid  tteit  the 
music  of  the  violin  would  be  preferred  to  that  of 
the  pipes.  He,  however,  disguised  his  chagrin,  and 
.  gave  his  brother  musicians  a  seemingly  hearty  wel- 
come; but  fixed  a  resolution  at  the  same. time  to 
"  spoi}  their  fiddling"  by  some  means^  or  i^tber. 

The  two  fiddlers,  like  most  of  raie^ir  iM-ethren  of 
the  same  profession,  had ,  no  objection  to  liquor 
when  free  from  cost,  and,  having  plenty  at  com- 
mand, helped  theu^selves  so  freely,  that  they  were^' 
obliged  to  b^  supported  to  their  beds  at  an  early 
hour.  .Allan,,  on  the  co^itrary^,  kept  himself  per- 
fectly sobers  a  maxim  he  ever  strictly  adhered  to 
when  he  had  any  favourite  object  in  view.  The 
musicians  had,, on  entering  the  house,  laid  their 
fiddles  beside  Allan's  pipes  upon  the  kitchen  dres- 
ser, and  were  not  capable  of  removing  them  when 
they  went  to  bed.  On  seeing  this,  Allan  deter- 
mined on  playing  them  a  trick.     He  listened  till  all 
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was  quiet  in  the  house,  when  he  got  out  of  bed» 
seized  the  musicsd  instruments,  and  went  into  the 
yard,  where  he  put  both  the  fiddles  and  his  6vm 
pipes  into  the  reservoir  of  water. 

Allan  allowed  the  fiddlers  to  rise  next  morning 
before  him,  when  they  instantly  missed  their  mu- 
sical instruments ;  and  diligent  search  Was  making 
for  them  in  eveiy  quarter,  when  he  entered  the  kit- 
chen, and  loudly  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  the  rogues !  they 
6ave  got  my  pipes  !'*  Not  a  doubt  was  entertained 
but  that  they  were  stolen,  till  one  of  the  servants, 
having  occasion  to  go  to  the  reservoir  for  water, 
saw  the  violins  swimming  in  it.  The  fiddlers,  with 
great  concern,  found  that  the  water  had  loosened 
and  spoilt  their  instruments.  Allan  likewise  has^ 
tened  to  the  spot,  and  said,  /^  Ah,  the  loons!  they 
have  thrown  in  my  pipes  also.  WhoeVfer  has  dbn^ 
thii  deserves  to  be  hanged.'*  The  poor  fiddlers 
were  quite  disconcerted ;  but  their  rival  had  taken 
the  reeds  from  his  pipes,  which  were  eiasily  replaced 
after  they  wef%'<^ried,  so  that  he  was  soon  fit  for 
action ;  while  the  two  catgut-scrapers  slunk  away; 
and  Allan  monopolized  the  whole  of  the  profits. 
*,  Early  next  morning,  while  returning  to  Yetholm, 
Allan  overtook  a  female  Gipsy  carrying  a  child; 
preceded  by  a  stout  mart  bearing  a  wallet,  with  tin- 
ker's tools.  He  could  speak  only  a  few  words  of  Eng- 
lish, but  contrived  to  inform  Allan  in  their  own  lan- 
^age  tMat  he  belonged  to  Transylvania;  had  been  for 
a  short  time  in  the  Austrian  service,  from  which  he 
deserted  into  the  Prussian ;  but  disliking  the  disci- 
pline of  the  latter  even  more  than  the  form^,  be 
had  fled  into  Holland,  and  from  thence  passed  over 
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into  Scotland.  He  was  now  going  to  c^er  his  s«<» 
vices  to  Will  Faa,  having  qaarfelled  with  the  chief 
of  the  Fife  Gipsies**    Allan  entertained  the  stran- 

*  The  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh,  in  the  ^'  Narrative  of  his  Journey  fipom 
Constantinople  to  jingland/'  just  publi^ed>  says  that  the  number 
of  Gipsies  '^at  present  in  Wallachia,  Moldavia,  and  Transylvania, 
amounts  to  222/)00.  They  are  generally  called  Gzingaries,  but 
sometimes  Dfaroner,  or  subjects  of  Pharaoh,  for  the  same  reason 
as«  we  call  them  Gipsies,— their  supposed  Egyptian  origin.  They 
are  distinguished,  like  the  Jews,  by  indelible  persond  marks,— 
dark  eyes,  brown  complexion,  and  black  hair ;  and  by  unalterable 
moral  qualities,-^an  aversion  to  labour,  aad  a  propensity  to  theft. 
They  acknowledge  no  particular  religion  as  thdr,iim||,^^t  gene- 
rally profess  the  Greek  rites,  of  which  they  have  but*^a  crude  and 
debased  conception.  They  baptize  their  children ;  but  it  is  gene- 
rally done  by  themselves  in  a  public  house,  with  a  profane  mixture 
of  ribaldry  and  folly.  They  ]iave  no  notion  of  a  resurrection,  in* 
dependent  of  the  same  body  being  again  brought  to  life  before  it 
decays,  which  they  say  is  impossible.  One  of  their  childrto  died 
at  school  in  this  place,  and  the  parents  requested  he  might  be  bu- 
ried with  his  school-fellows.  On  being  asked  if  they  expected  to 
meet  him  in  a  future  states  they  said  they  knew  he  could-  never 
live  again ;  and  showing  a  skinned  horse,  asl^ed  whether  it  was 
possible  that  could  be  ever  restored  to  life.  They  form  connexions 
before  they  are  of  marriageable  years,  and  change  them  as  inclina- 
tion leads ;  and  mothers  are  frequently  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  children  of  different  fathers,  who,  to  a  certain  age,  run  about 
naked  even  in  the  severest  weather.  Wh^n  inclined  to  a  settled 
life,  several  families  herd  together,  with  pigs  and  other  animals, 
in  a  small  enclosure,  which  is  rendered  exceedii^ly  offensive  by 
their  total  disregard  of  cleanliness. 

'^They  are  in  temper  irascible,  even  to  frenzy,  and  live  in  a 
state  of  constant  discord  with  each  other,  which  is  greatpj'^inereased 
by  a  propensity  to  intoxication.  Notwithstanding  their  debased 
and  despised  situation  in  society,  they  are  proud  and  consequential, 
exceedingly  loquacious  and  vain-glorious,  with  no  regard  to  trutti. 
They  hold  certain  fstmilies  among  them  in  high  respect,  and  call 
them  Voivodes;  and  from  these  they  elect  a  nominal  chief,  to 
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g«rs  rery  rboutftifuUy,  and  c>fffflfed  I^q-  iBtro4uee 
them  t^  hi^  chief,. 

The  Bohemian,  or  foreign  Gipi»y,  was  kindly  re-r 
ceir^  hy  the  higher  powers  at  Yetholm,  who  were 
ncquainted  with  all  \m  expHts  in  Scotlw^d.  A^ 
he  had  not  come  ^aipty-handed,  thpse  who  were  it> 
the  village  caroused  together  for  some  daya.  At 
last,  it  becwie  neeegsary  to  resume  the  h^hiti^  of 
actiye  life?  when  the  stranger,  in  order  to  shew  his 
adopted  tribe  his  boldness  qind  dexterity,  pi^posed 
to  go  out  on  a  sheeprstealing  e^^cursion,  in  which  h# 
invited  Allan  to  join.  The  latter,  though  not;ft>n4 
of  such  dingeJTous  eitiployment,  consented^  bl»tj?e* 
solved  to  take  Sally  along  with  him,  as  heif  eont 

wlpm  they  pay  a  ^QuUance  of  obediefice*  IJe  'fe  qaTried  Xhrm 
time^  rouivl  their  H^t^,  with  shouts  and  vociferations,  aiid  then  his 
inauguration  is  complete.  These  chiefs  are  the  guardifins  of  some 
priyiieges  granted  them  hy  the  Bathorian  ihmily  in  the  y<^r  1600^ 
gf  which  th^  Of  i|igariejs  of  Transylvania  ave  very  prQU^  i^nd  tens^ 
cious.  Notwithstanding  their  general  depravity,  there  are  grs^s 
of  in&my ;  and  many  are  so  vile  that  they  are  rejected  hy  the  rest. 
Of  these,  some  are  made  executioners,  who  set  ahout  the  task  with 
delight,  prepare  extraordinary  instruments  of  torture,  and  take  a 
savage  pleasure  in  telling  th6  victim  the  punishment  he  is. to  ttfir 
der^o  smd  the  pain  he  is  to  su^t 

'^  Their  chief  occupation  is  making  iron  tools,  hivru  spopns,  hasr 
kets,  and  other  articles.  In  the  provinces,  many  ay e  engfig^  in 
collecting  gold  from  the  heds  of  the  Olt,  Dohricza,  and  other  auri^ 
Serous  rivers.  They  are  also  employed  as  scuflions,  and  contribute 
%o  increase  that  dirt  and  di8ar4^'  &r  which  a  WaUaehlf  n  kitchdv 
is  notodous.  They  «<)in«tjl]^e8^  how^^ver,  ri^tf  %9  Mgber  and  more 
pleasing  occupation^.  TJj^y  have  naturally  very  acute  and  deli- 
cate perceptipnp  of  sounds,,  ^d  hence  they  are  greatly  disponed  to, 
and  delighted  with  music :  this  talent  is  much  cultivated ;  and 
tbey  form  usually  the  musioiaas  of  ^ese  countries,  particularly  on 
win4  iostnmenW 
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trivances  were  inexhaustible.  Accordingly,  ott 
being  called  upon  by  the  tinker  and  his  wife,  the 
whole  party  departed  at  night ;  and,  after  travelling 
about  six  milies,  the  females  were  stationed  as  senti-> 
nels,  while  Allan  and  his  companion  killed  three 
sheep,  one  of  which  they  put  into  a  sack*  But  in 
carrying  it  away,  they  heard  footsteps  approaching, 
on  which  they  abandoned  their  prize,  and  fled  to  a 
sAiall  uninhabited  house  on  the  moor,  where  they 
took  shelter.  They  returned  about  an  hour  after- 
wards; but  the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented 
them  from  finding  the  spbt  where  they  had  drop- 
ped the  sack.  The  shepherd,  in  taking  his  morning 
round,  happened  to  find  it  and  the  two  other  sheep 
which  had  been  wantonly  slaughtered.  He  imme- 
diately hurried  to  his  master,  who,  after  he  had 
reported  the  circumstance,  ordered  him  to  let  them 
remain,  but  to  return  and  watch  if  any  person  came 
to  remove  them  during  the  day.  The  tinkler  arid 
Allan  rose  rather  late,  when  they  went  in  search  of 
their  prey,  which  they  soon  found,  and  carried,  as 
they  supposed,  unobserved  to  the  place  of  their  re^ 
treat.  The  shepherd,  after  having  witnessed  the 
transaction,  made  the  report  to  his  master,  who  at 
night  assembled  his  men-servants  and  neighbours, 
and  the  whole  posse  surrounded  the  hut  that  shel- 
tered the  depredators.  Some  of  the  most  courage- 
ous of  the  rustics  entered,  armed  with  pitch-forki^ 
spades,  and  other  offensive  weapons;  where  they 
found  the  gang  amongst  some  straw,  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  as  is  usual  with  the  Gipsies.  Allan,  seeing 
his  danger,  sprang  up,  seized  his  doaths,  and  rushed 
past  the  gaping  clowns.      The  other  three  were 
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laken;  but  the  tinkler  beggied  to  go  to  the  door^ 
and  being  naked  was.  permitted^  the  country  men 
having  no  idea  that  he  would  attempt  to  escape  in. 
4:hat  state ;  but  he  shook  off  his  attendant  and  fled, 
^he  females,  not  having  been  seen  concerned  in  the 
theft,  were  allowed  to  depsu*t.  ' 

Allan,  being  terrified  at  the  consequences  of  this 
affidr,  travelled  on  towards  Berwick:  but  when  he 
arrived  at  that  place,  he  was  pennyless ;  and  as  he 
liad  left  his  pipes  at  Yetholm,  he  had  no  means  of 
•raising  the  wind.  However,  he  entered  a  decent- 
looking  public  house  at  a  venture,  and  called  for  a 
glass  of  spirits.  Two  or  ihree  ship-masjters,  and 
some  nierdiants  and  shippers  of  salmon,  were  pre- 
sent; and,  during  conversation,  a  young  man  began 
to  boast  of  his  swimniing  exploits.  Allan  briefly 
fainted  his  suspicions  of  the  truth  of  his  narrative, 
and  ofiered  to  try  his  skill.  The  hasty  youth  fleW 
into  a  passion,  and  offered  to  bet  twenty  pounds 
that  he  would  beat  hirh,  or  afty  other  man  in  Ber- 
wick.* Allan  confessed,  and  lamented,  that  he  had 
not  cash  to  that  amount;  when  an  old  ship  captain 
offered  to  back  him  with  a  five-pound  note.  As 
the  tide  was  favourable,^  the  mateh,  it  was  resolved, 
should  be  tried  immediately.  Allan  privately  adU 
vised  the  captain  to  take  all  the  odds  he  could  get 
against  him,  as  he  was  sure  to  win,  though  he 
would  not  at  first  shew  his  full  powers.  But  in 
swimming,  Allan  appeared  so  extremely  sluggish 
and  unskilful,  that  the  captain  ordered  his  boat  to 
be  rowed  towards  him,  and  then  saluted  him  with 
a  good  round  volley  of  sea-oaths,  amidst  the 
iaughter  of  tbe  spectators.    This  seemed  to  revive 
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J^tak,  who  put  foith  his  sti^tebgth^  bnd  .i(:i^eca^ed 
fludi  feats  as  surprised  every  <me.  The  t^ther^  in 
jdeapair,  gave  in;  wh^h  A} W  called  to  the  eaptain 
/or  a  flagedet  which  h6  had  req[i*ebt»d  him  to  pro*, 
retire,  wh«n  he  j^ayed  several  tubes  :while  floating 
on  his  hack.  The  money  be  procured  by  thit 
:adT^nti»re  kept  him  in  abundance  dtirihg  several 
diiys ;  but  at  last  it  was  all  squtmder^^  and  he  was 
^ain  left  without  a  farthing. .  :    '. 

In  thiis  state  Of  destitution,  he  again  had  recourse 
•to  his  pld  mode  of  r^pl^Inshimg  hi$  finances,  by  en^ 
listing  ^ith  a  spruce,  conceited,  yoiiiig  Serjeant 
His  frequait  desertions  had  now  become  a  siibject 
jo£  common  conversation  in  the  north  of  Engbmd; 
^ut  the  Serjeant,  on  receiving  information  from  an 
acquaintance  that  he  had  got  but  di  dippefy  eel  to 
AoW,  with  a  look  of  contempt  replied,  "  If  he  be  the 
devil  instead  of  a  Wanderii^  pipei^  be  shsdl  not 
escape  from  me*"  He,  however, :  after  ABan  hal 
received  part  of  his  bounty^;  ordered  him  to  be 
strictly  watched  till  hi  could  be  sent  to  his  .regi- 
ment. Bilt  iUlan,  whf^  was  an  adept  in  dissimula- 
tion, appetoed  so  cheerful  and  happy,  that  the 
se^^ant  began  to  suspect  that  the  repots  that  he 
iiad  heard  concealing. him  had  been  greatly  eixagge- 
:Tat0d.  He  and  the  corporal,  therefor^  very  readily 
accepted  his  invitation  to  enjoy  th^nselves  over  a 
.pot  out  of  his  bounty  money. 

Allan  ^s^med  to  be  in  high  spirits,  and  enters- 
stained  thmi  with  mtdiy  humourous  anecdotes.  At 
length  he  proposed  to  s^id  for  a  fiddler  to  have  a 
'dance,  an  amusement  he  was  very  fond  ofi'^'whida 
'.w^s  i^^dl  to  without  the  least  l^tadptt.    ^\lS<m^ 
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8Sad  ^(^iillBn, ''  let  us  have  a  threesome  red.  VYL  dance 
in  tbe  middle,  and  shew  you,  a  few  of  iKiy  new^ 
fRghkiied  stepSi."  The  dance  was  proceeding  with 
^reat  glee/  when  he  thrust  his  hands  into  hii  waists 
coat,  pockets,  which  he  had  filled  with' Scotch  etk\x% 
aiid  ix)ok  as  much  as  he  could  grasp  in  each  hand, 
und  whilst  setting  to  the  Serjeant,  dis^Mged  gm 
handful  in  his  face,  and  turning  quickly  round, 
served  the  corporal  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
6rth^r;  The  two  sons  of  Mars^  who  had  laughed 
Immoderately  at  Allan's  strange  gesticulations,  wer^ 
blinded  and  nearly  suffocated  with,  this  unexpected 
assault;  and  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  that 
Allan  embraced  the  opportunity  to  escape. 

It  was  then  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at 
night;  and  Allan,  dreading  to  pass  the  sentinel  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge,  climbed  over  the  wall  at  the 
south-west  comer,  close  by  the  river,  where  he 
*found  a  fishing-boat,  which  he  in  vain  tried  to  force 
from  it^  mooring.  He  therefore  was  obliged  to 
jump  into  the  river,  and  swim  across;  when  he  £«* 
««cted  his  course  towards  Rothbury. 
'  The  Northumberland  militia  were  then  quartered 
at  Berwick;  and  the  seijeant,  on  the  following 
morning,  made  application  to  the  commanding  offi** 
cer,  to  permit  some  of  his  men,  who  were  best  ac« 
^umnted  with  Allan's  haunts,  to  go  in  quest  of  him. 
This  I'equest  was  readily  agreed  to;  when  David 
lliinter,  barber,  »id  Joseph  Hearon,  blacksmith, 
JbotJi  of  Rothbury,  were  selected  for  the  enterprise, 
.and  were  dispatched  well  aimed ;  and  as  they  were 
4o  receive  a  handsome  reward  from  the  serjeantif 
Hiey  4iecu^d  faim,  .they  wiejre  determined  not  to  re^ 
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turn  without  him.  At  the  end  of  the  second  day'd 
inarch,  they  reached  Mr,  Donkin's  house  at  Great 
Tosson,  where  they  were  entertained,  and  lodged 
all  night.  In  the  mean  time,  a  friend  informed 
Allan  of  their  approach,  who  immediately  fled  to 
his  uncle's  residence  at  Holystone.  The  two  militia-* 
m^i.were  fond  of  drink,  and  on  getting  amongst 
their  friends  in  Rothhury,  the  object  of  their  jour- 
ney was  abandoned ;  and  they  returned  to  inform 
their  officer,  that  the  piper  was  so  cunning,  that 
they  believed  he  would  have  eluded  the  pursuit  of 
a  whole  company. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Allan  recoTera  his  Pipes  and  loses  Sally— Deserts  at  Hexham— Arrested  at  Tosso^ 

—Escape  from  Newcastle  Guird*boase— Jouhm^  to  Edinbingfa-olntevnew  with 

,    Brother  Rob — Strange  Discovery — Cheats  an  old  Friend— Conduct  at  Diinse— 

■    Flight  from  Rothhury  to  Carlisle— Fortune  smiles— Hies,  being  made  a  Coward 

by  Conscience. 

AV^HILE  at  Holystone,  Allan  sent  a  Gipsy  lad  to 
Yetholm  to  bring  his  pipes,  and  who  executed  his 
mission  with  great  expedition.  He  related  that  the 
tinkler,  though  pursued  for  several  miles,  had 
escaped  apprehension,  and  was  now  near  the  head 
of  the  South  Tyne ;  and  that  Sally  was  so  o£Pended 
when  she  heard  of  Allan's  feasting  and  drinking  at 
^rwick  without  sending  her  any  message,  tbat  she 
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liad  been  soldered  in  marriage  with  Andrew  the 
mugger,  who  had  a  cart  and  a  galloway,  with  threes 
good  asses.  Allan  cared  little  about  this  intelli- 
gence, for  he  was  too  fickle  and  inconstant  to  feel 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  affection.  He  merely 
observed  that  she  was  a  good  lassie  for  giving  up  his 
pipes. 

When  Allan's  finances  were  exhausted  at  Holy- 
stone, he  travelled  to  Hexham,  and  immediately, 
with  the  most  astonishing  audacity,  presented  him- 
self beifore  a  recruiting  serjeant  belonging  to  Colonel 
Farquhar's  regiment.  After  receiving  part  of  his 
bounty,  he  slipped  off,  leaving  the  soldiers  enjoying 
themselves  over  a  bowl  of  punch.  In  the  mean 
time,  SiBijeant  Hays,  who  was  then  at  Hexham  to 
take  charge  of  some  recruits  belonging  to  the 
Northumberland  militia,  entered,  and  was  invited 
to  drink  a  glass.  He  enquired  into  the  cause  of 
their  joUity,  and  was  informed  that  th^y  had  en- 
listed a  recruit  who  seemed  pretty  free  of  his  cash. 
Hays  asked  where  he  was,  and  was  told  that  he  had 
gone  out,  but  was  expected  to  return  every  mo- 
ment. He  was  no  more  mentioned  as  long  as  the 
liquor  lasted ;  but  that  being  finished,  the  segeant 
began  to  express  surprise  at  his  long  absence. 

Hays  then  enquired  more  particularly  his  manner 
and  appearance,  and  after  hearing  him  described,  he 
laughed  immoderately,  and  at  length  said,  **It  is 
the  notorious  scoundrel,  Jamie  the  piper ;  and  it  is 
a  hundred  to  one  that  you  ever  see  him  again.*' 
He  then  related  a  number  of  his  desertions  and  de- 
predations,  and  added,  "  But  it  is  a  pity  to  see  the 
service  injured,  and  you  so  shamefully  imposed 
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upon,  by  Mich  a  rascal;  and  as  I  am  acquadnted 
with  the  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  is  proba-^ 
bly  fled,  I  will,  with  my  party,  accompany  you  in 
the  morning,  and  endeavour  to  secure  him," 

Early  next  morning  the  two  parties  set  off  for 
JtoUibury,  but,  on  reaching  it,  could  gain  no  intelli-r 
gence  of  the  fugitive.  They  searched  his  father';^ 
jewelling  at  WoodlK)uses,  Rothbury  Forest,  and 
every  spot  likely  to  afford  him  shelter ;  but  night 
pomirig  on,  they  gave  up  the  pursuit,  and  entered  a 
public  house  to  refresh  themselves,  While  here,  a 
farmer  entered,  and  reported  that  his  servant  girl 
had  seen  Jamie  Allan  in  company  with-  bis  father; 
^nd  that  they  had  gone  into  a  house  at  Tosspn^ 
The  soldiers  immediately  left  the  al?-house,  and 
^Qok,  the  girl  with  them,  in  order  to  point  out  the 
iiou^  that  she  saw  them  enter. 

On  reaching  the  spot.  Hays  ordered  two  of  the 
jparty  to  guard  th?  window,  and  the  seijeant  to 
watch  lest  he  should  escape  by  the  chimney;  and 
with  the  remainder  of  the  party  he  went  to  the 
door,  and  knocked  for  admittance ;  but  no  answer 
being  made,  he  forced  it  open.  On  entering^  the 
first  object  that  be  perceived  was  old  Will  Allan 
standing  with  a  pitch-'fc^k  in  his  hand,  in  a  menac- 
ing attitude.  Hays,  who  knew  well  the  Gipsy 
character,  rushed  forward,  and  presenting  a  pistol, 
told  «ld  Will  tp  lay  down  his  weapon  or  he  would 
instantly  fire,  I'he  old  man  obeyed  without  hesi- 
tation, ^nd  was  ^i^ed  by  a  soldier,  while  Hays 
went  in.  ^©fOPQb  of  hi?  spn^  whom  he  found  stretched 
qn  the  flpor  at  the  b&dc  of  the  bed,  with  an  old  ru|j 
laid  ov^r  him  as  if  jt  l^ad  fallen  off  thS  Ited  by  ^edU 
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dent  Hays  presented  a  pistol  to  bis  head^  and  de- 
sired liim  to  rise  and  surrender,  which  order  was 
readily  complied  with.  During  the  night  they 
watched  him  strictly,  and  next  morning  brought 
him  to  Newcastle,  and  delivered  him  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  guard  of  a  regiment  quartered  there, 
who  promised  to  take  him  to  the  regiment  he  had 
enlisted  into^  then  stationed  at  York. 

Allan  now  found  himself  among  strangers,  and 
immediately  began  to  lull  their  suspicions  and  di* 
vert  their  attention  by  a  number  of  tricks.  He 
laughed,  joked,  and  appeared  very  happy.  He 
spoke  of  his  situation  with  great  drollery,  and  of 
his  confidence  of  obtaining  pardon.  He  threw 
down  his  money  freely,  and  served  out  the  liquor 
like  a  good  fellow*  At  length  he  observed  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity,  sprung  out  of  the  guard- 
house, and  left  both  the  half-drunk  sentinels  in  a 
state  of  stupid  astonishment.  They  were,  in  conse- 
quence, flogged  for  drunkenness  and  neglect  of 
duty;  and  both  the  serjeant  and  corporal  were 
broken. 

After  having  thus  escaped,  Allan  hastened  back 
to  Tosson,  in  order  to  secure  his  favourite  pipes. 
Having  effected  this,  he  determined  to  leave  the 
country.  While  considering  what  plan  to  adopt, 
he  was  informed  that  his  brother  Robert  had  been 
taken  for  desertion  in  Scotland,  and  sent  to  Edin- 
burgh Castle ;  and  as  he  had  committed  the  crime 
so  often,  he  would  most  probably  be  shot.  AUan 
was  much  afiected  at  this  intelligence,  which  he 
Was  never  observed  to  be  on  his  own  account.  He 
sat  a  long  time  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
12  2  L 
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and  then,  startitig  frbm  his  seat,  exclaimed,  ^*  Rob 
to  be  shot !  no,  not  if  I  can  prevent  it ;"  and  snatch- 
ing up  his  pipes,  he  harried  from  the  house. 

Allan  travelled  towards  Edinburgh  with  the  ut- 
most speed.  He  left  Tossori  in  the  forenoon,  and 
came  to  within  three  miles  of  Auld  Reekie  on  the 
following  evening.  Observing  a  mill,  he  approached 
it,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  the  miller,  to 
whom  he  stated  that  he  had  some  time  before  been 
a  merchant  in  Ldth,  and  had  failed  in  business;* 
and  that  he  had  a  wife  and  family  residing  tha^e, 
whom  he  was  anxious  to  see,  but  wds  afraid  of  be- 
ing recognized  by  his  creditors,  and  in  consequence 
deprived  of  liberty.  The  miller,  who  was  a  good-- 
natured  man,  pitied  his  condition,  and  oflFered  him 
an  asylum  in  his  house  for  the  night,  or  even  till 
such  time  as  he  could  find  an  opportunity  of  visit- 
mg  his  family.  AUan,  however,  expressed  such 
impati^ice  to  be  at  his  home,  that  the  miller  at 
length  proposed  to  disguise  him  in  a  suit  of  hi& 
mealy  cloaths.  This  was  exactly  what  he  aimed  at, 
so  that  after  some  hints  of  delicacy,  he  accepted  the 
offer,  but  insisted  on  leaving  the  cloaths  he  then 
wore  in  pledge  for  the  miller's  suit.  This  the  un- 
suspecting man  gienerously  refused,  alleging  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  appear  in  a  decent 
dress  before  his  friends,  and  that  he  could  want  the 
doaths  till  his  return,  which  Allan  had  previously 
informed  him  would  be  in  two  days. 

Allan  departed  liext  morning  iti  his  disguise,  and 
went  to  the  house  of  a  publican  in  Edinburgh^  who 
was  a  native  of  Rothbury;  und  though  Jie  wap 
well  known  to  the  wh<^e  family^  he  Wfw  ii^o  ccmi* 
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^leWljr  metamorphosed  as  not  to  be  recognized. 
Here  be  left  his  bundle^  and  having  purchased  such 
articles  as  he  judged  proper  for  the  execution  of  his 
design,  he  repaired  to  the  castle.  Having  intro- 
diuced  himself  to  a  party  of  soldiers,  he  treated 
them  very  freely  with  whisky ;  after  which  he  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  see  such  curiosities  of  the  place  as 
are  usually,  shewn  to  strangers,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  entertain  his  friends  on  his  return  to  An- 
struther  in  Fife,  to  which  place  he  pretended  to  be- 
long. His  unassuming  dre§3,  vacant  stare^  vulgar* 
pronunciation,  and  incessant  exclamations  oi  clown- 
ish wonder,  amused  the  soldiers ;  while  his  seem^ 
ingly  thoughtleiss  liberality  secured  him  their 
attention.  Accordingly  a  soldier  was  deputed  to 
accompany  him  through  the  castle,  while  the  rest 
diverted  themselves  over  the  toddy.  Allan  coun- 
terfeited the  most  childish  delight  at  the  different 
things  he  was  shewn,  and  at  the  end  liberally  re- 
warded his  guide.  But^  as  if  suddenly  recollecting 
himself,  he  required  to  see  the  military  prison.  To 
this  also  his  civil  guide,  after  some  hesitation,  pro- 
cured him  admittance:  Robert  instantly  knew  his 
brother,  but  a  glance  repressed  every  expression  of 
surprise  or  pleasure.  -  Allan  unobserved  dropt  such 
instruments  as  were  fitted  to  effect  his  escape,  juid, 
giving  him  a  trifle  to  drink,  left  the  room.  He, 
however,  had  whispered  a  man's  name  who  resided 
at  Dalkeith,  and  who  was  known  to  them  both,  as 
an  intimation  of  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
-  He  then  took  leave  of  the  soldiers,  and  re- 
turned to  the  public  house,  where  he  dined ;  after 
ivhich  he  set  off  for  Dalkeith,  where  an  old  vagrant 
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acquaintance  had  settled^  and  was  carrying  on  th^ 
humbje  business  of  a  chmney  swe^f*^  On  entav 
ing  the  house,  he  was  startled  on  observing  his 
former  wife, 'Will  Marshall's  neice.  She  also 
seemed  lost  in  surprise  while .  her  two  husbands 
were  expressing  their  joy.  at  meeting ;  but  recov^i* 
ing  herself,  .«he  made  the  sign  of  ^lence>  iUlan  like* 
wise  soon  recollected  himself,  and  stepped  briskly 
up  to  salute  his  .fdwd's  wife;  an  essential  act  of 
politeness  never  neglected  by  the  vagrant  tribe. 
He,  however,  felt  very  uneasy.  He  knew  what  a 
resolute,  bold,  and  desperate  woman  Jean  was;  he 
had  often  heard  hpw  she  had  yqwed  revenge  a^nst 
him  for  his  mean  robbay  apd  desertion  of  her ;  and 
he  trembled  on  perceiving  the  joy  she  evinced  on 
having  him  as  it  were  in  her  power.  He,  at  the 
iSame  time,  derived  some  courage  fjom  observing 
that  she  was  quite  lanie  ifi  ope  leg,  from  a  desperate 
wound  she  had  received  in  a  Gipsy  battle.  This, 
he  thought,  seemed  to  have  humbled  her^  ^.ndshe 
looked  less  haughty  than  formerly/ 
.  The  sweep  gave  his  old  companion  a  hearty  weU 
come,  and  requested  him  to  relate  bis  adventures 
abroad,  which  he  said  a  gang  on  the  ^orders  had 
told  him  were  most  wonderfjil.  Allan  said  that  he 
had  ao  objection  to  gratify  his  curipsity,  but  that  a 
dry-mputhed  stpry  had  little  relish,  and  gave  him  a 
crown-piece  to  purQh^se  whisky,  on  which  errand 
he  departed  in  high  spirits.  He  was  no  sooner 
gone,  than  his  wife  burst  into  tears,  and  began  to 
r^roadi  Allan  for  his  infidelity,  having,  as  she  ob-  ^ 
served,  most  cruelly  forsaken  her  without  the  least 
(»V8e,    Al}ap  jttstijSed  himself  by  rating,  in  a  /5ew 
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words,  her  unde^s  conduct  axid  Frank's  dying. in^ 
Junctioix.  He  lamented  ha^nng  stolen  her  pockets; 
and  said  that  all  his  subsequent  wanderings  were  in 
order  to  avoid  the  shame  of  meetitig  her  again ;  but 
that  at  length  he  had  resolved  to  throw  himself 
upon  her  generosity,  and  to  bear  any  punifiiiment 
she  chose  to  inflict.  This  pacified  the  woman,  whoi 
like  others  of  her  sex,  was  not  insensible  to  flattery. 
He  added  that  he  had  come  on  purpose  to  chdm 
her;  but  as  he  knew  hie^  husband  was  very  freache^ 
rous  and  blood-thirsty,  he  had  considered  that  it 
would  be  better  for  them,  provided  she  was  agree- 
able, to  depart  without  his  knowledge,  and  they 
could  easily  find  a  safe  retreat  in  Northumberland 
till  such  time  as  the  storm  had  blown  over.  She 
replied  that  her  present  man  was  indeed  a  (»iiqI 
monster,  ^hom  she  could  not  but  detest,  and  that 
she  would  faithfully  accompany  him  to  any  place 
he  thought  proper.  Allan  next  intimated  that  he 
expected  his  brother  soon,  whom  he  had  acquainted 
with  his  design,  in  order  to  assist  him  if  necessary  % 
and  that  the  only  obstacle  he  saw  arose  from  the 
want  of  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  carry  them 
quickly  to  the  retreat  he  had  pitched  upcm,  by 
which  much  mischief  might  be  prevented.  She 
appeared  delighted  with  the  prospect  of  again  being 
attached  to  the  mi^n  she  preferred,  imd  whose  wan- 
dering  habits  were  more  agreeable  to  her  indina*^ 
tions  than  the  dull  drudgery  of  managii^  the 
domestic  concerns  oi  her  sooty  spouse ;  and  either 
from  a  sudden  impulse  of  joy,  or  an  apprehension 
of  not  finding  again  so  good  im  opportunity,  she 
ha^te^ed  toofieii  the  lid  <tf  a  laige  chesty  whick 
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served  for  a  l^ble  by  day,  and  occasionally  for  a  bed 
))y  night  She  seardied  for  some  time  amongst 
some  rags  and  sooty  blankets,  and  at  length  drew 
out  a  tin  box,  which  she  put  into  Allan's  hand,  say- 
ing, *'  Tak  that,  Jamie :  Tarn  kens  naething  about 
it."  Jamie  had  not  time  to  reply,  as  Tarn  at  that 
instant  entered  with  the  whisky. 
.  James  then  begaii  to  relate  such  parts  of  his  tra- 
vels abrt)ad  as  he  thought  would  amiise  his  auditors, 
ordered  an  excellent  supper,  and  slept  all  night  on 
the  top  of  the  old  chest. 

.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
on  tibe  following  morning  Allan  had  the  pleasure  to 
fee  his  brother  Rob  enter  the  house ;  but  in  his  re- 
lation,, he  did  not  give  any  particulars  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  escape  was  effected.  Allan,  as  the 
day  was  passing,  cast  many  wishful  glances  at  his 
former  wife,  expressive  of  his  uneasiness  at  the 
sweep's  presence.  This  was  understood ;  and  after 
being  absent  a  short  time,  she  returned  in  great 
glee,  and  informed  her  husband  that  she  had  met  a 
servant  belonging  to  a  certain  nobleman  who  re- 
,  nded  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  and  who  had 
beien  sent  to  request  him  to  sweep  ail  the  chimneys 
in  his  .master's  mansion  early  the  following  morn- 
ing. The  knight  of  the  brush  was  greatly  elated 
iwith  the  order,  observing  that  his  abilities  in  his 
pr^esdon  weee  fast  gaining  ground,  as  several  in 
the  same  line  (^^  business  were  to  be  had  much 
nearier  that  nobleman's  seat  than  Dalkeith.  His 
wife  advised  him  to  purchase  his  boys  n^w  brushes, 
both  for  the  si^e  of  looking  respectable^  and  doing 
ifheir  work  better,  on  which  businesef  he  departed ; 
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when  Allan  agreed  to  set  out  the  following  m€^nv< 
ing,  as  soon  as  her  husband  had  left  the.  tdwiu. 
This,  she  informed  him,  was  her  plan  too;  but  iXi* 
the  course  of  the  conversation,  he  learned  that  she 
had  spent  her  last  shilling.  This  determined  him 
to  escape  from  her  that  very  night;  for  he  sdldon^^ 
considered  an  act  as  bad  that  suited  his  interest.        > 

At  night  he  used  all  his  art  to  intoxicate  the 
sweep  and  his  spouse ;  and  at  last  he  succeeded  in 
seeing  them  both  laid  upon  their  straw,^  in  a  state  of 
inseAsibility.  The  hopeful  brothers  then  left  the 
house,  and  travelled  towards  Dunse,  where  Allan; 
knew  a  set  of  muggers,  who  he  expected  woul4 
conceal  them ;  for  he  was  more  afraid  of  the  swe^ 
pursuir^  him  than  of  the  soldiers,  as  he  knew  hia 
wife,  on  finding  herself  duped»  would  tell  him,  such 
a  story  as  would  inflame  him  with  jealousy  and  re^ 
venge.  Allan  made  Rob  put  oflF  the  rags  he  wote, 
and  sink  them  in  a  pond  of  water,  and  dressed  hiwC 
in  his  own  cloaths,  which  he  had  still  in  a  bundle* 
In  the  morning  they  got  admittance  into  a  milli; 
when  Rob  soon  was  made  to  assume  the  appearanp^ 
ofamiUer. 

On  reaching  Dunse,  James  and  his  brother  en- 
tered a  public  house,  and  informed  the  land]<M4 
that  they  were  in  quest  of  two  fine  horses  i^hieh, 
had  been  stolen  from  their  master,  and  which  Jamesi 
described  with  the  utmost  accuracy.  During  the 
ecmversation,  he  took  out  his  tin  box,  and  laying 
ten  guineas  upon  the  table,  offered  tibe  whole  aai^ 
reward  to  any  one  who  should  direct  them  how  Iq 
recover  them.  All  this  was  intended  not  cMjdy  to 
cover  their  real  char^tier  and  pursuits,  but  alup^  to 
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att3«et  the  notice  of  a  soldSer  who  was  sratcd  at  the 
fireside.  The  poor  fellow  caught  the  bait,  and  con- 
sidering them  two  country  simpletons,  soon  intro* 
duced  himself  into  their  company;  and,  after 
drinking  a  little  punch,  he  slipped  out,  when  Allan 
whispered,  "  Rob,  did  ye  mind  the  villain  ?**  Rob 
drily  answered,  "  Yes,  Jamie." 

Shortly  after  the  soldier  had  rejoined  the  two 
honest  millers^  as  he  called  them,  a  serjeant  entered, 
whom  James  instantly  recognized,  he  having  served 
in  a  regiment  belonging  to  the  brigade  that  Allan's 
corps  was  attached  to  in  Germany,  where  he  was 
well  known  by  the  appellation  of  pimp,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  not  vety  honouraWe  services  that 
he  had  rendered  his  captain.  After  a  most  elabo- 
rate and  bombastii^  harangue,  which  Allan  was 
foAd  of  repeating,  he  pressed  the  two  simple  lads  to 
ei^st.  James  replied,  that  he  was  indeed  weary  of 
hard  work,  but  he  was  afraid  that  a  soldier's  pay 
would  never  support  him.  The  serjeant,  however, 
assured  them  that  there  was  iK)t  the  least  fear  of 
the  promotion  of  two  such  good-looking  fellows. 
James  and  his  brother  seemed  to  credit  this,  but  re- 
fused a  shilling,  as  the  former  said  he  had  a  friend 
who  had  been  eheated  of  his  bounty.  The  sei^eant 
said  he  could  not  do  otherwise  till  after  they  were 
swomin,  when  James  called  the  reckoning.  This 
alarmed  the  serjeant,  who  saw  he  would  lose  his 
chance,  unless  he  complied  by  advancing  a  good 
suim  to  these  headstrong  clowns.  He  therefore 
paid  down  what  money  he  had,  on  which  Allan 
proposed  to  treat  them  with  a  wax^i  sdppei^ ;  and 
•  the  serjeant  promised  to  lE^end  back  the  money  their 
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ma^t^  had  given  tlhetn  for  the  recovery  of  thehon^es 
by  a  safe  hand  next  morning. 

After  supper,  the  puny  serjeant  wai^  soon  obliged 
to  retire  to  his  quarters;  but  the  sol£er  was  bard 
to  beat,  particularijr  as  he  insisted  on  fiar  drinking. 
However,  James  descended  the  staira,  and  procured 
tluree  pots  and  a  quantity  of  Hollands  and  water ; 
•and  after  putting  a  large  share  of  the  spirit  into  one 
of  the  pots,  he  returned,  and  placing  them  on  the 
tahle,  poured  a  little  HoHands  and  water  into  each 
pot.  He  then  proposed  that  they  should  each 
drink  his  majesty's  health  in  a  bumper,  and  that  he 
«who  refused  should  pay  the  reckoning.  The  sol- 
dier, who  boasted  of  heing  bottom,  seized  the  pot 
next  him,  whi^  was  nearly  filled  with,  spirits,  and 
drank  it  off.  Allan  and  his  brotlier,  at  the  same 
time,  drank  their  shares.  The  soldier  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes began  to  sing,  and  then  fell  fr6m  .off  his  chair. 

The  only  difficulty  was  now  how  to  get  out  of  I 
the  house,  for  they  must  necessarily  pass  through 
the  kitchen ;  and  Allan  had  observed  that  the  land- 
lord was  a  keen,  shrewd  man,  and  might,  prevent 
their  leaving  Kis  house.  After  a  little  consideration, 
he  ti^  his  brother's  coat  and  hat  in  a  handk^ehief, 
and  lowered  them  mit  of  tlie  window,  end  equipped 
him  in  the  goldiei^s  red  coat  and  cocked  hat.  James 
now  ordered  his  brother  to  make  as  much  noise  in 
descending  the  ^3tairs  as  possible.  They  walked 
througli  the  kitchen,  where  the  landlord  and  three 
men  were  comfortably  seated  with  a  pot  of  whisky 
before  them;  and  just  as  they  reached  the  door^ 
Boniface  cri*d  xn\%  ^^  Don't  stay  long,  Corpcwal 
l^mith :  it, is  late,  and  I  want  to  go  to  bed."    Hav- 
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ing  taken  up  th^eir  bundle,  they  left  Dunse,  and 
took  the  road  to  Rothbury. 

In  Rothbury,  All£^»  havmg  money^  again  gave 
himself  up  to  mirth  and  forgetfulness ;  but  his  bro- 
ther was  apprehensive  of  being  pursued  from  £dijn* 
burgh»  and  very  prudently  withdrew  to  Lesbury,  in 
order  to  join  a  gang  of  old  friends  whom  he  heard 
were  sojourning  in  that  quarter.  The  fear  of  Ser- 
jeant Hays  was  sometimes  before  James'  eyes ;  and 
he  dreaded  hann  from  no  other  quarter. 

But  th^  coxcombical  serjeant  thajb  he  had  de- 
frauded a);  Pmise  had  he^n  particularly  diligent  in 
his  enquiries,  and  had  learned  from  a  carrier,  with 
whom  Allan  had  incautiously  conversed  on  his  way 
to  Rothbury,  both  his  name  and  place  of  residency 
The  Serjeant  unmediately  set  off  with  a  party  who 
had  joined  him  at  Berwick ;  and  on  th^ir  approach 
to  Rothbury^  pne  of  the  soldiers  was  sent  into  th^ 
town  in  colojiired  cloaths  to  reconnoitre.  He  soon 
returned  with  the  intelligence  that  James  was  play«. 
ing  ^t  the  house  of  a  publican  named  John  Lightly ; 
and  they  advauiced  with  such  icaution,  that  they 
had  entered  the  room  before  they  we^e  observed. 
Allan^  on  seeing  the  seijeant,  perceived  hk  danger, 
and  cea,$ed  playipg,  exdaiming,  **  Is  it  me  you 
want?"  At  this  mom^nt  a  soldier  stepped  «ip  to 
him,  and  said,  "  Psha !  we  want  ja  tune,"  Allan 
Immediately  tuned  his  pipes,  and  two  of  the  soL 
difers  commenced  dmm^gt  while  the  others  secured 
the  door.  At  the  end  of  ihp  dance,  the  s^eant 
came  forward  to  speak  to  the  two  sdldiers,  whein 
Allan  in  a  ropment  flung  up  the  sash  of  the  win- 
dow, and  Jumped  put    The  whole  party  instantly 
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{pursued  him ;  but  he  darted  behiM  a  bush  on  the 
brink  of  the  Coquet,  and  they  passed  without  dis- 
covering him. 

The  Serjeant  was  highly  irritated  at  the  soldiers 
who  had  been  the  primary  cause  of  his  escape^  and 
in  revenge  he  continued  the  search  all  night,  but 
tyitbout  success^  On  the  following  morning,  he 
perceived  Allan  walking  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  who,  after  taunting  him  for  being  a  coward 
and  a  pimp,  made  him  a  low  bow,  and  soon  disap- 
peared among  the  hillij. 

Allan  now  began  to  approve  of  his  brother's  pru- 
dence, and  to  apprehend  that  his  freqtient  desertions 
would  render  his  further  residence  in  Northumber- 
land extremely  dangerous.  He  therefore  set  off  fcac 
Carlisle,  where  he  expected  to  remain  for  some  time 
in  safety. 

On  reaching  that  city,  he  entered  an  inn  and  or- 
dered some  refreshments,  when  he  overheard  two 
gentlemen  converse  about  a  festive  meeting  that 
was  to  take  place  the  same  evening,  on  account  qf  a 
youth  of  respectable  connexions  having  finished  the 
term  of  his  apprenticeship.^  On  this,  Allan  took 
the  liberty  of  informing  them  that  he  was  a  musi- 
dan  by  profession,  and  travelling  in  quest  of  em- 
ployment, consequently  would  wish  to  be  engaged 
on  the  occasion ;  but  they  told  him  that  not  being 
related  to  the  youth,  they  had  no  particular  interest 
in  the  afiair.  They,  however,  requested  to  know 
on  what  instrument  he  played ;  and,  without  fur- 
ther invitattion,  he  took  out  his  pipes,  and  playec^ 
"  Weel  may  the  Keel  nm^  One  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  hapj^ed  to  understand  music,  paid  him  a 

^ 
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high  oomplimetit  6n  his  masterly  performance,  and 
dedated  that  he  never  conceived  thd  pipes  an  in-> 
strument  capable  of  producing  such  sweet  and  lively 
straiils;  add  ivithout  hesitation  enga^^  him  for  the 
night, 

AUafi  was  instructed  to  remain  at  the  inn  during 
the  day,  and  when  thef  procession  reached  the  mar- 
ket-pkc^,  to  inix  with  the  multitude,  and  strike  up  ' 
a  lively  tune.    The  gentleman  then  ordered  him  to 
be  well  supplied  with  nxeat  and  drinks  and  departed. 

Allan  spent  the  day  in  the  most  agreeable  man* 
ner,  iti  company  with  the  landlady,  who  was  fond 
of  music ;  and  being  a  widow  of  about  tliirty-five, 
the  plotting  musician  formed  the  design  of  soon 
possessing  both  her  person  and  property,  althcmgfa 
the  latter  had  the  most  charms  in  his  eyes.  When 
the  procession  reached  the  cross  in  the  market-place, 
he  sallied  forth,  and  observed  a  youth  seated  in  a 
chair  whidi  was  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  four 
meiH,  with  a  group  of  well-dressed  kds  and  lasses 
danflng  in  the  front  to  the  sound  of  two  wretched 
fiddles,  and  a  motley 'set  walked  behind,  huzzaing 
without  iliercy.  Allan  nfiixed  a»9ong  dhis  dass; 
and  when  they  reached  a  gented  house  in  Scotch 
Street,  which '  the  young  man's  fisthft  inhabited, 
their  joy  seemed  to  have  readied  its  climax :  but  in 
the  mid^  of  one  of  their  loudest  acclamations,  be 
Stritdc  up  "  Cut  and  dry  DoOyr  when  every  voice 
m  an  instant  was  mute,  and  the  ndisy.tnayb  seemed 
transfixed  with  astonishment.  The  .dancers,  at  the 
^me  time,  deserted  the  dull  musicians,  and  figured 
with  li^t  stjeps  to  the  strains  of  Allan's  pipes. 
When  the  chairing  ceremony  ended^  tlie  company 
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were  j^entifuUy  sapplied  with  ale;  whilsrt  the 
friends  of  the  youth  entered  the  house,  mid  partook 
of  an  excellent  suppef,  after  which  they  commenced 
dancing,  aind  cdntinued  at  that  amusement  till  four 
o'clock  tibe  next  morning. 

One  of  the  gelitlemen  who  engaged  Allan  tliank- 
ed  him  for  having  so  greatly  contributed,  by  his 
maisterly  perfotmance,  to  the  hilarity  of  the  com- 
pany ;  and  advised  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  conti- 
nue in  that  city,  wlier^  be  would  be  sure  of  meeting 
with  liberal  encouragement,  and  piomised  to  recom- 
mend him  to  his  friends.  He  also  mad^  him  a 
present  of  two  guineas,  and  engaged  him  to  play 
the  following  afternoon  to  a  large  party  who  were 
to  ^ne  with  hiin  at  his  own  bouse. 

On  Allan's  return  to  the  inn,  he  was  kindly 
i^cerved  by  his  hostess,  whom  he  informed  crf^  his 
successful  night's  work,  and  his  engagement  in  the 
afternoon.  When  he  retired,  he  congratulated 
himself  on  having  found  a  place  where  fortune 
seemed  once  more  to  favour  him ;  and,  nof  know- 
ing his  own  weakness,  he  most  sincerely  formed  the 
resolution  of  conducting  himself  with  sobriety  and 
honesty.  In  fact,  he  was  so  elated  at  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  he  could  not  sleep;  he  therefore  rose 
early,  and  equipped  himself  in  the  best  manner  his 
wardrobe  would  allow ;  and  after  breakfast,  seated 
himself  at  a  front  window,  to  view  the  passengers 
tiU  the  hour  arrived  when  he  had  to  attend  at  the 
gentleman's  house.  He  had  occupied  tiiis  statictt) 
but  a  few  minutes,  when  his  ears  were  disagFeeaibtjr 
assailed  by  the  sound  of  a  drum  and  fife.  An  un- 
^»^mmon  dread  seized  him,  and  he  retired  to  the 
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ade  <rf  •  the  casement  whdce  he  could  view  the  party 
as  they  passed,  without  being  obsa-ved.  Wheii 
they  came  up,  he  ifistantly  recdlected  that  they 
were  the  same  that  he  had  enlisted  with  at  Dur- 
ham ;  but  his  fears  were  greatly  augmented  wheh 
they  entered  the  house.  It  now  struek  himy  that 
as  they  knew  of  his  profession  and  wandering  hfei- 
bits,  they  might  haVe  heard  of  his  public  exhibition 
the  preceding  evening,  and  had  come  with  an  in- 
tention of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  their  conjee^ 
tures.  A  motaent  was  therefore  not  to  be  lost ;  so 
he  stole  up  to  his  chamber,  seized  his  bundle,  ai^ 
slipping  out  of  the  back  door,  was  soon  on  the  road 
to  Penrith.  Indeed,  so  powerfully  was  he  affected 
by  imaginary  fear,  that  he  ran  several  miles  without 
i^pping*^  Thus  are  those  who  stray  from  the  paths 
of  rectitude  often  tormented  "with  few  where  no 
fear  is.*' 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

'StiolliBg  Players— Actrew—Revenge— Battle — Manager  doubly  robbed— Litchfielii 
— Extravagance— Femide  Geneio6ity—Sepaiado&— Journey. 

JLn  the  neighbourhood  of  Ulverstone  Allan  over- 
took a  company  of  strolling  players,  preceded  by  a 
ijart  filled  with  scenery,  dresses,  children,  kc.  The 
whole  group  exhibited  the  appearance  of  poverty 
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and  gaiety.  Allan  felt  a  strong  iifeneratian  for  this 
vagrant  combination  of  what  ace  generally  consi- 
dered  such  opposite  qualities;,  and  joined  in  their 
jokes  and  mirth  with  great  spirit  On  arriving  at  a 
hedge  ale-house,  the  manager  invited  him  to  drink 
a  glass  of  gin.  Never  had  he  seen  such  a  happy 
and  unthinking  company.  Songs,  catches,  and 
^es,  went  merrily  round;  and  Allan,  to  keiep  up 
the  sport,  played  a  variety  of  lively  tunes  on  the 
pipes  and  hautboy. 

The  manager  was  pleased  with  his  musical  abili- 
ties, and  perceived  how  greatly  they  might  contri- 
bute to  the  success  of  his  company.  He  therefore 
warmly  solicited  Allan  to  join  his  establishment^ 
which  he  informed  him  was  a  sharing  aympany,  and 
that  he  should  be  entitled  to  as  great  a  share  of  the 
profits  as  his  best  performers.  Allan,  from  the  ap- 
pearajaice  of  the  party,  could  not  expect  to  re^;  a  . 
golden  harvest ;  but  their  vagabond  mode  of  life 
jsuited  his  taste,  and  the  expressive  Ranees  of  the 
manager's  handsome  wife  were  not  to  be  resisted  by 
a  man  so  fond  of  intrigue, 

A  stout  brawny  fellow  served,  like  Caleb  Quo- 
t^»,  in*  a  great  variety  of  capacities.  He  drove  the 
ijart,  took  care  of  the  horse,  and  summoned  the 
cojuntry  people  to  the  play  by  blowing  a  cow's 
horn :  he  also  put  up  the  scenery,  snuffed  the  can- 
dles, made  thunder,  lightnings  rain,  and  snow,  and 
occasionally  personified  judges,  lords,  or  duped  fa- 
thers. In  the  first  village  where  this  company 
halted.  King  L^ar  was  performed;  and  when  the 
receipts  of  the  house  were  shared,  each  received  six- 
teen-pence.    On  the  second  night  they  were  more 
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successful;  for  one  of  the  female  performers^  who 
affected  great  gentility 'and  delicacy,  being  far  ad- 
vaik^ed  in  pregnancy,  went  froih  house  to  house, 
pretending  that  the  play  was  for  her  benefit;  and 
the  good  people,  feeling  for  her  situation,  very  rea- 
dily purchased  tickets. 

The  prindpal  performer  evinced  some  theatrical 
aldlities.  He  had  been  apprentice  to  a  linen  drapier 
in  London;  but  becoming  outrageously  fond  o£  the 
drama,  he  associated  with  a  company  of  low  unptin*. 
dpled  spiouters,  and  engaged  in  seenes  of  drunken- 
ness and  debauchery ;  shortly  after  whidi  his  master 
accused  him  of  dishonesty,  and  turned  him  adrift 
on  the  world.  This  unfortunate  youth  informed 
Allan  that  he  had  been  fifteen  months  in  the  ebm^ 
pany,  and  had  often  fared  sumptuously  whare  he 
niight  haye  starved  had  it  not  been  for  Sophia's  big 
belly ;  for  whenever  she  assumed  ihe  cbaraeter  of 
the^' pregnant  actress,  she  succeeded  much  better 
than  in  any  part  that  she  attem^ed  on  the  stage. 
Indeed,  he  said  he  was  someljmes  astonishJBd  fU;  het 
success  in  exciting  the  public  commiseration.  This 
information  raised  her  very  high  in  Allan's  iestima- 
ticm.  He  now. saw  in  this  lady  a  congenial  mind; 
and  had  not  the  substantial  attractions  o£  the  ma- 
nager's wife  restrained  him,  he  would  have  chosen 
her  for  some  time  to  join  in  his  lot. 

Allan  remained  with  the  company  nearly  six 
months;  and,  to  u^  his  own  expression  oh  the 
subject,  "living  in  clover  to-day,  and  to-nactfrovr 
counting  the  chimney  tops  for  a  dinner !"  But  on 
the  whde,  however,  he  was  amused  and  happy  in 
this  vai^nt  situation ;  and  tiie  secret  favoui^  whic^ 
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he  teceived  from  the  manager's  wife  were  such  bs 
he  did  not  chuse  to  forfeit. 

The  whole  company  complained  secretly  to  each 
other  of  the  anjust  exactions  of  the  manager ;  for 
he  demanded  one-third  of  the  receipts  for  furnish- 
ing scenery  (although  he  had  but  two),  and  keeping 
the  horse,  which  at  last  was  literally  starved.  Who- 
ever ventured  to  remonstrate  was  hnmediately  dis- 
missed; nor  could  the  most  humble  supplications 
mitigate  the  sentence  when  once  pronounced.  Ne- 
ver did  a  manager  in  the  plenitude  of  power  exer- 
cise his  authority  in  a  more  despotic  manner.  His 
talents  were  much  below  mediocrity,  but  he  had 
the  knack  of  shewing  them  off  to  advantage ;  and 
he  prided  himself  much  on  his  knowledge  of  a  few 
eminent  authors,  whose  names  and  sayings  he  con- 
trived to  introduce  in  aU  companies.  Having  acci^ 
dentally  discovered  that  Allan  had  received  no 
education,  he  ever  afterwards  treated  him  with  the 
most  supercilious  contempt,  which  determined  the 
artful  Gipsy  to  watch  an  oppcMtunity  of  being 
revenged. 

Mr.  Linton,  the  young  man  before  mentioned, 
and  Allan  became  very  intimate.  The  former  often 
lamented  his  connexion  with  such  a  peevish,  nig- 
gardly, and  contemptible  manager;  and  expressed 
his  confidence  of  procuring  an  engagement  in  a  re- 
spectable company  in  Wales,  were  it  not  for  his 
shabby  appearance,  which  would  probably  be  the 
means  of  a  hasty  rejection.  Allan  at  last  pointed 
out  a  plan  which  would  both  obviate  his  friend's 
dbjections  to  desert,  aiid:  gratify  his  own  ill-will 
against  his  employer.    He  advised  him  to  appear 

2  N 
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boldly  before  the  manager,  and  to  say  that  he  had 
received  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  a  respectable 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  he  under- 
stood intended  to  bespeak  a  pl^y  for  his  benefit; 
and  that  if  he  would  lend  him  his  best  suit  of 
doaths  for  a  few  hours,  he  would  divide  his  share 
of  the  profits  with  him.  Allan  had  great  difficulty 
in  persuading  the  youth  that  this  bait  would  be 
swallowed;  but  at  last  he  determined  to  try  the 
stratagem,  and  soon  returned  equipped  in  the  ma^ 
nager's  best  suit.  Still,  however,  he  refused  to  ab- 
scond, as  he  had  btkt  one  shilling  in  his  pocket. 
Allan,  however,  was  so  delighted  at  the  success  of 
the  project,  and  anticipated  so  much  pleasure  from 
the  chagrin  and  disappointment  it  would  cause  the 
manager,  th^t  he  became  at  once  very  generous,  and 
presented  Linton  with  half  a  guinea,  and  then  hur- 
ried him  off. 

1  As  Linton  was  to  ^y  the  part  of  Orlando^  in 
'^As  y(m  like  U^'  the  same  evening,  the  audience 
waited  till  their  patience  was  exhausted,  and  then 
begap  to  be  very  noisy.  The  manager  presented 
himself,  and  informed  the  company  that  Mr.  Lin- 
ton was  every  moment  expected,  and  mentioned 
the  name  of  the  gentleman  he  was  visiting.  This 
for  a  short  time  pacified  the  audience;  but  at  last 
the  utmost  exertions  of  Allan  on  the  pipes  and 
hautboy  could  not  drown  their  noisy  damours,  and 
they  insisted  on  the  pky  going  on  or  their  mbh^y 
being  returned.  One  of  the  actors,  after  several 
bows,  informed  them  that  the  managei'  had  gone  in 
quest  of  **  Orlando,'*  and  they  might  expect  that 
tike  play  would  commence  in  a  very  short  time. 
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Allan  dgean  began  to  play,  and  had  just  finished 
the  tune  when  tlie  £tmDiager  appeared  on  what  they 
termed  the  sta^»  ststmjiing  and  foaming  like  a  bed^^ 
lamite«  Many  of  the  country  people  supposed  that 
&e  play  had  now  commenced,  and  that  the  manager 
was  acting  hii^  part,  whidi  required  a  strong  repre* 
mentation  of  ail  the  agitations  and  distortions  of 
rage :  they  therefore  began  to  applaud  his  spirited 
delineation  of  character;  while  others,  perceiving 
the  mistake^  jdined  in  uicreasing  the  uproar.  But 
the  poor  manager,  being  blind  with  rage,  fancied 
tixstt  they  were,  mocldlig  him  and  rejoidng  at  his 
misfodrtune :  he  therefore  hurled  defiance  at  the  au^ 
diranicein  the  most  opprobrious  terms,  accompanied 
wijdi  menacing  attitudes.  His  wife,  who  witnessed 
this  dis^^racefiil  scene,  was  ready  to  sink  down  with 
shame  and  vexation.  At  last  she  ventured  from 
behind  the  scene,  and  took  him  by  the  arm  in  orde^ 
to  drag  him  off;  but  by  a  sudden  sf»ii^  he  extri- 
cated himself  from  her  hold^  and  with  one  blow 
laid  her  at  his  £dM.  The  sturdy  scene-shifter  now 
interfered;  but  the  manager,  though  of  diminutive 
statute,  was  iremarkably  nimble  and  muscular,  and 
easily  avoided  the  attempts  of  this  new  intruder, 
into  whose  face  he  pttehed  a  few  well-directed 
blows.  However,  bn  recollecting  th^  indecency 
and  impropriety  of  this  exhibition,  he  retired  from 
the  stage,  and  sent  one  of  the  actors  to  apologize  to 
the  audience,  and  to  inform  than  that  he  had  be^fi 
irritated  by  *lflie  robbery  of  his  doaths  and  fifteen 
guineas !  but  that  they  Would  receive  tickets  at  the 
door  for  the  nekt  night's  performance.  Allan  was 
oveijoyed  beyond  measure  at  the  mischief  he  bad 
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caused ;  and,  foreseeing  the  mode  in  which  it  would 
on  the  present  occasion  terminate,  he  mixed  among 
th^  audience,  and  when  tickets  were  offered  them, 
insisted  in  a  feigned  voice  on  having  his 'money  re- 
turned. The  whole  company  joined  in  the  demand, 
and  the  avaridous  manager  was  reluctantly  ccHnpel- 
led  to  acquiesce ;  and  such  was  the  public  indi^tiai. 
tion  at  his  conduct  tiiat  he  found  it  prudent  to 
remove  to  a  considerable  distance. 

One  evening,  shortly  after  Linton's  flight,  Allan 
and  the  muiager  happened  to  be  together  in  the 
company  of  several  young  farroere.  The  perform^ 
ance  of  the  former  on  the  small  pipes  met  with  the 
warmest  plaudits ;  while  the  recitations,  starts^  and 
contortions  of  the  latter .  excited  only  laughter. 
This  So  enraged  the  irritable  hero  of  the  sock  and 
buskin,  that  be  exclaimed,  ^^  I  see  that  sound  is  pr&. 
ferred  to  «ense.  That  there  fellow,  ignorant  as  he 
is,  receives  applause  because  he  can  play  a  little  on 
the  pipes ;  while  / — ^yes,  /,  who  am  a  man  of  laam- 
ing  and  understanding,  am  neglected."  Here  AL 
lan's  Gipsy-like  coolness  and  cunning  were  nearly 
overturned,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  taking 
immediate  vengeance  on  his  detractor ;  but  he 
checked  himself,  and  formed  the  resolution  of 
carrying  Im  loi^-prcgected  plot  against  him  into 
•execution. 

The  manager's  wife  was  a  dever^  gay,  vain  wo- 
man, whose  theatrical  talents  were  the  principal 
support  of  the  company.  Allan  had  recdved  re- 
peated tokens  of  her  piurtiality,  and  had  observed 
sufficient  to  convince  him  that  she  heartily  despised 
h^  ill-natujred^  niggar<Uy  husband*     On  this  he 
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built  his  hopes  of  revenge ;  and  leaving  the  manager 
to^fMii^  away,  he  repaired  to  his  wife's  loi^ngs. 

On  being  admitted,  he  briefly  informed  her  in 
\what  a  scandalous  manner  he  had  been  insulted  by 
hc»*  husband,  protesting  at  the  same  time  that  his 
esteem  for  her  alone  prevented  him  from  bestowing 
on  him  the  chastisement  which  he  so  jusdy  merited ; 
and  added  that  he  intended  leaving^  the  town  in 
less  than  an  hour,  but  he  had  felt  it  impossible  to 
depart  before  he  bade  hei  fareweU^  and  informed 
her  of  the  true  cause  of  this  resc^ution;  lest  his  sud- 
den departure  might  be  attributed  to  worise  motives 
by  his  i^imderous  enemies.    The  lady  sat  mute  for 
e  consademble  time,  seemingly  lost  in  thought;  but 
^t  length,  suddenly  starting  up,  she,  in  a  theatrical 
attitude,  dasped  lier  hands  dnd  burst  into  tears. 
Allan  now  saw  the  game  was  his  own ;  he  therefore 
pretended  to  sit  musing,  and  did  not  seem  td  ob- 
serve her  agitation.    After  pacing  for  a  few  mi- 
aiutes  up  and  down  the  room,  she  sighed  heavily, 
,  dieopped  upon  her  knees,  and  in  a  pathetic  manner 
x^njured  Mm,  as  he  valued  her  happiness,  to  remain. 
AHan  immediately  raised  her  up,  and,  in  an  earnest 
and  fervent  tone,  told  her  that  nothing  but  the  love 
with  which  i^e  had  inspired  him  at  first  sight  could 
haite  indtteed  him  to  engage  in  so  contemptible  a 
oonoem;  and  that  the  pleasure  he  had  in  being 
near,  and  sometimes  in  conversing  with  the  woman 
he  adored,  had  been  the  cause  of  his  enduring,  fc»: 
such  a  length  of « time,  the  insults  and  impositions 
he  had  experienced.     "But  now,"  exclaimed  he, 
^'my  sufferings  have  become  insupportable;  while 
the  recollection  of  your  personal  charms  and  mental 
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endowments  will  be  a  perpetual  source  both  of 
pleasure  and  misery.  I  shall  ever  admire  your  at- 
ta*aetions,  and  laiment  that  I  cannot  possess  so  much 
excellence."  This  language  suited  the  lady's  taste 
and  gratified  her  vanity.  In  her  romantic  wander* 
ings,  she  had  often  sighed  for  a  lover  who  would 
apprieciate  her  worth,  adore  her  perfections,  and  die 
at  her  feet  She  had  now  found  him,-^he  stood 
before  her, — a  comely  man,  an  ardent  admirer,  and 
an  adept  in  the  heavenly  sdence  of  music ;  while  in 
the  back  ground  stood  her  husband,^-little,  old, 
and  ill-natured,  despicably  avaricious,  and  a  total 
stranger  to  the  divine  extacies  of  a  generous,  warm- 
hearted lover.  The  choice  was  not  difficult.  She 
sunk  gently  into  Allan's  arms,  and  lamented  her 
excessive  sensibility,  which  she  felt  would  seduce 
her  into  a  measure  that  she  much  feared  the  censo- 
rious world  would  condemn. 

Allan  replied,  with  eagerness,  that  he  would  fly 
.with  her  to  a  distant  quarter;  that  though  now  he 
was  reduced  in  circumstances,  yet  he  was  sure  that, 
fortune  would  again  smile,  and  he  would  be  indeik*- 
tigable  in  procuring  the  means  of  supporting  her  in 
an  elegant  style;  The  lady,  after  a  few  momenits'^ 
thought,  said  that  she  trusted  in  the  kindness  of  his 
intentions,  but  that  she  was  not  entirely  deistitute 
of  means,  for  her  husband,  principally  by  her  exov 
tions,  had  accumulated  upwards  of  two  hundred 
pounds ;  and  she  thought  that  if  his  brutality  had 
driven  her  away,  he  should  not  enjoy  the  profits  of 
Jhier  labour  without  her.  Allan  was  overjoyed  at 
this  intelligence,  and  immediately  asked  where  this 
cash  was  deposited.    She  pointed  to  a  ku*ge  dum^ 

lib 
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cheSt  in  the  comer  of  the  room.  He  flew  across, 
the  floor,  raised  the  lid,  and  diligently  exiamined  its 
contents,  while  the  lady  was  packing  up  her  cloaths, 
but  without  finding  any  cash.  She,  observing  his: 
disappointment,  advanced  with  a  smile,  and  touch- 
ing a  hidden  spring,  a  drawer  was  discovered,  in 
which  gold,  silver,  and  a  watch  were  discovered. 
Allah  now  began  to  argue  her  right  to  the  whole, 
while  he  continued  to  empty  the  drawer.  She 
made  no  remark,  but  handed  him  some  of  her  hus- 
band's best  linen  and  the  choicest  of  her  own  stage 
parapharnalia.  She  then  beckoned  him  to  follow 
her,  which  he  cheerfully  obeyed. 

Allan  and  his  fair  companion  took  the  road  to 
Litchfield.  He  was  highly  elated  at  the  success  of 
a  scheme  which  he  had  doubted  much  would  mis- 
carry ;  and  rejoiced  to  think  that  while  the  manager 
was  inwardly  exulting  at  having  by  his  sarcasms 
put  him  to  flight,  he  had  thus  doubly  robbed  him,-^ 
of  his  gold  and  of  his  wife. 

Early  next  morning,  on  reaching  a  snug  public 
bouse  in  a  village  about  a  mile  from  the  main  road, 
the  fair  fugitive,  though  greatly  fatigued,/ could 
scarcely  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  few  hours'  re- 
pose. The  idea  of  being  overtaken  by  her  injured 
and  enraged  husband  continually  haunted  her  ima- 
gination; and  AUan  had  to  promise  to  keep  watch, 
and  not  to  doze  on  his  post,  nor  allow  her  to  sleep 
above  two  hours,  before  she  would  agree  to  lie 
down :  but  he  permitted  her  to  awake  of  her  own 
accQord,  which  was  not  till  evening.  When  she 
leuned  that  he  had  also  indulged  himself  in  sleep, 
she  insisted  on  resuming  their  journey  immediately. 
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thocigh  the  night  was  wet,  dark,  and  uncmnfartaMe^ 
She  thought  it  not  safe  to  indulge  themselves  so 
near  to  her  husband ;  and  she  could  not  confide  m 
so  careless  a  protector. 

On  reaching  Litchfield,  they  took  genteel  lodg« 
ings,'  and  he  commenced  teaching  musieir  as  the 
lady  thought  it  degntding  for  her  husband,»'BS  Ae 
'  termed  him,  to  iSlppear  in  the  character  of  a  musimn. 
at  places  of  public  amusement.  Nor  would  thi» 
schen^e  have  proved  unproductive,  had  he  been  at^ 
tentive  to  his  pupils ;  but  his  love  of  low  life  pre- 
dominated, and  he  soon  became  the  constant  asso- 
ciate of  a  party  of  extravagant  blackguard  fellows,, 
and  neglected  his  business.  The  manager's  gold 
dwindled  fast  away ;  and  to  add  to  his  folly,  he  en- 
gaged a  vulgar  woman  in  quality  of  mistress,  whom 
he  established  in  a  quarter  of  the  town  distant  from, 
that  where  Be  resided* 

-  Whether  the  poor  deluded  woman,  who  had  so 
imprudently  eloped  with  him,  had  received  any  in- 
formation of  this  most  fbolish  and  provoking  part 
of  his  conduct,  is .  uncertain ;  but  she  all  at  once 
gave  up  her  usual  mode  of  ajja^ng  and  remon- 
strating, and  grew  very  sullen  and  discontented. 
This  afforided  Allan  a  pretext  for  absenting  himself 
still  more  from  her  company.  On  one  occasion  he 
did  not  come  home  during  a  whole  day  and  night ; 
and  when  he  did  return,  it  was  only  that  he  might 
obtain  more  cash.  On  entering  the  house,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  injured  and  slighted  lady 
appeared  quite  calm,  serious,  and  collected ;  but  his 
astonishment  was  greatly  increased  when  she  rose 
and  laid  fifteen  guineas  upon  the  table,  which  he 
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knew  Wi8  all  tike  osusk  tlieif  pdssesssd^  aind  addrei^d 
klih  thus  :-^  I  faSav^  been  mistaken.-^but  regret;  is 
now  uselessu  My  resolution  ia^fixed^  and  I  intend 
to^eekout  my  ^usbatul.  B)etam  what  ycm  think 
wifii  ^(dfiray  the  eitpensen  cimy  journey." 

Thi»tiew  turn  of  a;flS^  was  uqexj^cted,  but  not 
dl^l^sibg  ti&  Allan.  However,  with  his  usual  hy^- 
poetlsy,  he  ^i%ft£bded  tp  feel  great  sorrow  aiid.di&- 
appblntoient,  whiie  he  was  picking  up  the  guineas, 
two  of  which  he  left  on  the  table.  But  the  lady 
Was  now  roused  %  his  impudence  and  selfishness, 
and  objected  in  irery  positive  terms  to  this  unjust 
division,  insisting  on  the  cash  being  equally  parted. 
'Allan,  after  ^,  had  the  feelings  common  to  our 
nature:  he  was  not  ^  st(me;  and  he  acknowlaiiged 
that  at  this  moment  he  felt  great  compunction  of 
mind.  The  generosity  and  affection  which  this 
genteel  and  handsome  woman  had  always  displayed 
towards  him,  contrasted  with  the  extravagant  and 
abandoned  conduct  of  the  slattern  on  whom  he  had 
wasted  her  property,  appeared  very  striking;  and 
,  he  used  all  his  powers  of  persuasion  to  induce  her 
to  remain,  promising,  with  the  most  solemn  asseve- 
rations, to  make  amends  for  his  past  misconduct: 
but  she  remained  inflexible.  He  then  parted  the 
cash,  and  pulled  out  her  husband's  watch,  which  he 
requested  her  to  return  to  its  owners.  This  she 
declined;  but  he  positively  declared  that  if  she  per- 
sisted in  refusing  it,  he  would  break  it  into  pieces 
before  her  ey^s.  She  then  accepted  the  watch,  and 
in  turn  appeared  touched  by  this  last  act  of  genera^ 
sity ;  and  they  parted  with  a  mutual  feeling  of  re- 
vived respect,  whv^  had  wot  been  entertained  by 
13  -    20 
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either  party  for  some  time  before.  He  remembered 
this  womqn  with  sentiments  of  tenderness  to  the 
last  period  of  his  existence, 

Allan  had  contracted  debtft^  to  a  ccmsiderable 
amount  in  Litchfidd,  but  kept  his  creditoris  in  hu» 
mour  by  promising  to  discharge  their  bills  when  he 
received  his  rents  from  a  small  estate  which  he  pre- 
tended to  possesf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Durham. 
The  time  when  this  remittance  wais*  to  be  reoeWed 
now  drew  near,,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  re* 
move^  He  took  the  road  to  London,  where  he 
designed  to  try  his  fortune ;  for  ft  must  be  obi^erred^ 
that  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  scheme,  he  at 
ways  formed  resolutions  of  amendment,  which  coru 
tinued  until  some  temptation  presented  itself^ 


CHAPTER  XX. 

A  Gipsy  Camp-'>The  handsome  Princess — ^Tfae  Chief—Joint  the  Tribe— Oooai^ 
xences-— Retnarkable  Interview— —Marriage— —AIlan*8  Happiness-— Calamitoi^ 
Bvent— Awful  Interview— AfiecCion  and'  Madness— Departs  from  the  Gipsy 
Camp.- 

W  HILE  Allan  was  sauntering  leisurely  along  the 
road,  within  a  few  miles  of  Aylesbuiy,  he  observed 
smoke  ascending  from  the  comer  of  an  adjoining 
common.  Prompted  by  curiosity,  he  approached 
towards  the  spot,  whence  he  heard  the  sound  of  the 
pipe  and  tabor;  and  standing  upon  a  small  em>- 
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nence,  he  discov^ied a  group  of  Gijpsies  dancing  on! 
the  grass  at  a  short  dktaace  frpm  their  camp,*    The 
sight  elated  his  heart,  and  hefdt  an  iircsistiblede-' 
sire  to  approach  the  dancers  and  mtness  their  pas- ^ 
times.    He  accordingly  crept  unobsen^  along  the' 
side  of  a  hedge  till  be  came  directly  apposite  to  the 
nfierry  group,  whose  happy  countenanoes  'revived^ 
many  pl^usihg  recollections,  a^id  filled  him,  with  de-: 
light.    At  last,  the  musicians  began  to  play  xme  of 
his  favourite  tunes,  when,  in  a  transport  of  pleasure, 
he  joined  with  the  hautboy.     The  daiiciers,  sur- 
prised, crowjded^roiind  the  strange  perforiner,  who 
had,  in^ipelled  by  his  native  good  taste  in  such  mat- 
ters, placed  himsidf .  in  a  graceful  ^ttitiide  against 
the  trunk  of  a  spreading  oak. 

Amongst  the  group  Allan  noticed  a  rem^kably 
handsome  girl.    She  was  rather  above  th^  nuddle 

^  A  Gipsy }cafnp  always  pr^ents'  a  striking  speifjit^^e  to  those 
who  regard  with  interest  the ,  peculiarities  of  these  wandering 
hordes^i  and  is  finely  described  by  Mr.  JElogg^  the  ingenious  author 
of  the  Queen's  Wake : — 

^'  Hast,  thou  not  noted  t)n  the  bye-way  side. 
Inhere  aged  saaghs  lean  o'ef  the  lazy  tide, 
A  vagrant  erew,  far  straggled  through  the  glade* 
With  triiies  4)usied,  or  in  slumber  laid ; 
Their  children,  lolling  round  them  on  the  grass, 
vOr  pestering  with  their  sports  the  patient  ass? 
—The  wrinkled  beldam  there  you  might  espy. 
And  ripe  young  maiden  with  .tiie  glossy  eye^— 
Men'in  tlieir  prime, — ^and  stripHngs  dark  and  dun,-*^ 
^Scatbed  by  the  l^torm  and  freckled  with  the  sun : 
Their  swarthy  hue^  and  mantle's  flowing  fold. 
Bespeak  the  remnant  of  a  race  of  old :   ■ 
-fltrax^  are  their  annals ! — ^list,  and  mark  them  well — 
Por  thou  hast  much  to  hear  and  I  to  tell." 
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size,  and  formed  witii  the  utixiort  symttietiy  and 
delicacy :  her  fine  dark  trea$es,  and  large  voluptuous 
black  eyes,  imparted  to.  her  countenance  a  peeuliw 
expression  of  animation ;  her  skin  itM  of  that  co- 
lour styled  brunette,  beautifully  tinged  with,  red^ 
imd  of  the  most  exquisite  poti^^  and  her  whole  ak 
indicated  a  jj^easing  combination  of  dignity  and 
sweetness.  In  short,  she,  like  the  beauties  of 
warmer  climates,  was  distinguished  by  the*^. 

" 4 Cheek  of  ruddy  bronze. 

And  large  black  eye  that  flashes  you  a  vqlliey '  •  ^ 

Of  rays  that  say  a  thousand  things  nt  once;'^     ^ 

When  the  tune  was  l^kbiid,  she  advanced  md 
seized  Allan's  hand,  thaiiked  him  for  th^Mgli  and 
unexpected  pleasure  she  and  h^  companions  had 
enjoyed  from  his  music,  and  iimted  him  to  join  in 
their  festivities.  He  politely  declined  the  invita- 
tion^  allegii^g  in  excuse  the  distawe  he  had  t<9^  trlivel 
that  afternoon ;  but  the  b^autiftil  Gij>sy  was  too 
deeply  struck  with  the  charms  both  of  his  music 
and  his  person  to  be  so  easily  repulsedl  Besides,* 
his  complexion  and  aspect  very  clearly  indicated 
the  race  to  which  he  belonged^  Sh^  Aerofore 
urged  him,  in  the  kindest  ^nd  most  iiii^iiuating 
manner,  to  partake  of  then*  repast ;  arid  he  wte  not 
of  a  temperature  to  withstand  so  bewitchihg  a 
pleader.  When  he  signified  his  compliaape  with 
her  hospitabfe  request,  she*  thanked  him  for  hia  con- 
descension, and  1^  him  TTith  m  Mr  of  triuitaph  to 
her  friends.  There  was  something  j^Ieasiltig  and 
romantic  in  this  adventurc^^.which  hig^3f:.|nt€»^ted 
our  roving  adveatureR        "  '  ,   .: .     :  r 
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^lortjy  aftar,  the  cfempafty  seated  themselves  on 
the  grass,  and  were  plentifully  supplied  with  beef, 
mutton^  and  chickens,  which  had  been  bcdled  toge- 
th*r  msL  large  pot  *  Aft«p  dinner,  ale  and  liquor, 
wl^eh.  had  been  proeiured  frwa  a  neighbouring  ril- 
lagf^  were  freely  circulated;  durmg  whicfc  the> 
Gi^y :  ^1 :  ifAng  several  softgs ,  with  a  iaste  and 
jtt%qpient  that  astonished  Alla^;  In  order  to  sup- 
port* the  hilarity  of  ,the  ^scerie,  he  tuxred  Ids  pipei^ 
aod  l^J^ed,  *  I'Ugang  me  mmr  to  yw  3Tww."  Be- 
f Qi?e .be ))tid  finish(^4  the. whkde  company/ with  the 
excefitkm  of  the  old  chijef,  sprung  up  and  reeom* 
m^Dtced  daoelng*  Allan  was  again  surprised  to  ob- 
s^ve^  that  tiie  singular  Gipsy  girl  inoved  with  an 
air  aiad  grace  seldom  equalled  in  the  assemblies  of 
th6  gre^,  while  her  exporessive  countenance  evinced 
the  delight  she. experienced  from  the  amusement. 
When  .the  party  became  fatigued,  they  again  seated . 


*  Fve^ofiHt  aUiui^ns  have  been  made*  «o  tbe  exo^lteiKt  eaeker^ 
of  the  Gipsies';  j^  the  real  and  unmixed  people  of  this  race  ia 
general  testify  an  indifference  to  the  quality  of  their  food  unknown 
amongst  l&e  least  civilized  tribes  in  £urope«  Carrion  is  a  dainty 
t»  tbott ; :  a(ntuSrrant  sAiiong  ttrttk^  whereby  they  may  obtain  alMAi-^ 
dance  el  flesh  from'  aaiuAls  ^ing  of  disease^  is  a  pyofiltble  and 
jpyful  event ;  und  they  «re  even  disposed  to  eat  it  almest  raw* 
On  the  continent  they  have  been  accused  of  cannibalism ;  and  in 
the  jFeitr  1732,  53  men  and  women  were  executed  in  Hungary  in 
iEe  most  barbarens  and  diedangm^nner^  and  150  remained  in 
dninB>  ftr  the  dimes  of  fdlAery/mluder^  mk  fteding  on  human 
iesh:  but  perha^  these  GipsiestweBe  the  victims  iA  perseeutien 
en  slight  grounds  of  suspicion.  In  every  part  they  are  immode- 
rately  fond  of  ardent  spirits^  and  also  of  tobacco,  to  obtain  a  single 
leaf  of  whidt  thcfy  will  abstain  from  every  thing  else  for  a  ^vhote 
day, 
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themselves,  to  partake  of  a  little  refreshment  wbkh 
had  been  ordered  by  the  chief. 

While  the  company  was  thus  employed,  Mary 
(the  Gipsy  girl's  name)  approached  to  Allan,  arid  in 
a  low  soft  voice  expressed  the  gratification  she  1^ 
derived  from  his  music;  then,  in  a  loud  and  ani- 
mated tone,  declared  her  determination  to  retain 
the  strange  musician   in  her  service;   and  again, 
turning  towards  him,  she  added  in  a  whisper,  "  Sir, 
I  must  be  obeyed.    You  will  acknowledge  that  the 
wish  of  the  only  daughter  of  a  Mng  ought  to  be 
law  to  all  loyal  and  gallant  subjeicts.    You  cannot 
refuse  to  gratify  your  princess.''    Without  waiting 
for  a  reply,  she  bounded  to  the  spot  where  her 
father  was  seated,  with  whom  she  continued  for  a- 
few  .minutes  in  earnest  conversation.     The  chief, 
then  rose,  and  with  measured  and  majestic  steps 
approached  Allan,  who  rose  to  receive  him.    BDs 
gentleman*like  demeanour,  and  intelligent  cast  of 
countenance,  indicated  that  he  had  not  always  asso- 
ciated with  vagrants.     He  began  to  apologize  to 
Allan  for  not  noticing  him  before,  by  observing, 
that  so  many  curious  strangers  visited  their  liumble. 
encampment,  that  it  would  be  improper  to:.  address 
every  one.    After  a  pause,  he  added^  "My  daugh- 
ter, who  has  some  knowledge  of  music,  seems  to  be 
captivated  by  yourperformance,  and  is  anxious  you. 
should  join  our  society.    I  never  refuse  h^r  any 
reasonable  request,  and  do  therefore  makie  the  pro- 
posaL    As  you  are  (me  of  our  people,  aiid  isped:' 
our  language,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  <ft)sem* 
that  pur  mode  of  life  has  no  charms  to  the  delicate 
and  fastidious,  but  it  is  certainly  calculated  ito  gra- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALLAN.  §95 

lify  those  who  are  fond  of  liberty  and  rambling.* 
Perhaps  you  are  desirous  to  accumulate  money. 
Well,  even  in  that  case  you  will  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity by  associating  with  us;.  Your  profession 
wfll  in  all  places  introduce  you  to  the  gay  and 
Hberal ;  and  your  gains  will  be  your  Own,  except  a 
ssmall  contribution  which  is  deposited  with  me  for 
the  support  of  the  sick,  aged,  and  infirm.  Those 
belonging  to  this  district  assemble  every  month, 
and  the  whole  of  my  subjectiJ  meet  annually.  Make 
your  election  freely  and  dehberately." 
AUan  thanked  the  venerable  chief  for  his  offer, 

^  Gipsies^  like  the  Tartars  and  wandering  Axeh^,  consider  it  a 
mrse  to  be  confined  to '  one  spot.  They  never  live  in  cities^  and 
have  no  settled  abode.  Some  of  the  more  miserable  only  shelter 
themselves  in  forests^  or  behind  hedges,  in  the  warmer  climates. 
In  this  country^  it  is  only  in  two  or  three  places  where  they  rent 
cottages  for  occasional  use;  They  usually  occupy  an  empty  ot 
niinous  house  ot  cottage;  and  whenever  Ihey  erect  a  hut,  it  is  ^ 
ways  on  the  south  side  of  a  hillock :  the  roof  is  formed  of  rafters 
overlaid  with  turf,  and  a  woollen  blanket  is  drawn  across  the  aper- 
ture left  for  the  door.  A  fire  occupies  the  middle  of  the  hut>  > 
around  which  the  children  lie  naked;  for  although  they  are  very, 
fond  of  finery,  the  whole. tribe  go  very  scantily  doathed.  ^he 
fomales  can  neither  sew  ner  spin ;  but  their  cloaks  cover  all,  and 
are  convenient  for  thieving.  In  the  year  1782,  the  Empress  Ma- 
ria Theresa  promulgated  an  edict  prohibiting  Gipsies  from  dwelling 
in  tents,  and  enjoining  them  to  settle  in  fixed  abodes.  It  con- 
tained several  otheif  enactments,  c^culated,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
pious  woman>  to  transform  them  into  good  Christians.  When 
these  regulations  were  found  to  be  ineffectual,  they  were  forcibly 
deprived  of  all  their  children  above  five  years  of  age.  The  rude 
Russians  tried  more  gentle  measures  to  effect  their  sudden  civili- 
sation about  the  sam£  period,  also  without  effect.  In  England, 
wiiere  they  are  wisely  left  at  liberty,  they  are  gradually  incorpo^ 
rating  themselv^  with  those 'around  them.^ 
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but  said  that  he  had  resolved  to  settle  iifLcindpn, 
where  he  was  confident  of  procuring  a  prdfltable 
engagement.  Mary,  on  hearing  hfe  decision,-  sfad, 
in  a  low  and  mournful  tone,  "Cruel  musiciaxir 
This  tender  reproach  'was  irresistible,  and  he  in- 
formed the  chief,  that,  on  consideration,  he  bdieved 
he  should  be  most  happy  by  becoming  his  subject 
He  was  astonished  at  Mary's  determined  ^nd  inoU 
nuating  address,  and  resolved  to  see  iV'here  this 
strange  adventure  would  end. 

Mary  appeared  elated  with  joy,  and  prevailed  oB 
the  chief  to  prolong  their  monthly  meeting  a  day 
longer,  in  honour  of  their  new  associate.  On  the 
second  day,  the  chief  issued  his  commands  for  the 
tribe  to  meet  and  hold  their  atiniversAry  in  a  month 
from  that  time ;  and  on  the  following  morning,  the 
gang  separated  and  took  diflferent  routes.  AQaii 
remained  with  the  chief  and  his  admirer  Mary»  * 
Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  a  journey 
to  the  westward.  The  chief  travelled  upon  a  fine 
gallpway,  the  tents  and  baggage  followed  in  a  carf^ 
whilst  Allan  and  Mary  brought  up  the  rear.  They 
marched  at  a  slow  rate>  as  the  chief  was  rather  in. 
disposed ;  but  Allan  felt  no  sensation  of  weariness 
or  impatience,  as  his  kind  companion  amused  him 
with  her  wit,  and  in  relating  the  strange  and  laugh- 
able adventures  that  she  had  witnesi^cL 

The  chief  was  a  remarkable  character ;  and  his 
haughty  and  commanding  deportment  inspired  even 
Allan  with  a  considerable  degree  of  awe.  He 
seemed  upwards  of  sixty  years  Of  age,  and  still, 
-when  in  healthy  could  display  uncommoi:]^  strength 
and  activity.    He  ruled  with  great  strictness  and 
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•severity ;  yet  his  di^cernipent  and  imparti^-Iity  se- 
?cured.  him  the  general  esteem.  Fewer  great  crimes 
^nd  glaring  irregularities  wete  committed  by  his 
adherents  than  by  any  other  tribe  of  vagrants ;  and 
the  skill  and  attention  with  which  he  directed  their 
operations  bad  acquired  them  comforts  which  few. 
Oipsies  enjoy.  He  would  aUow  none  of  hi&  adhe- 
rents to  form  any  acquaintance  with  the  desperate 
thieves  or  robbers  of  the  neighbourhood;*  and  he 
-confined  their  exertions  to  the  various  arts  of  cheat- 
iiHg.  He  was  supposed  to  possess  considerable 
iriches,  which  his  followers  said  he  had  gained  in 
foreign  countries  before  he  commi^nced  the  Gipsy 
■life.    He  w^s  «tran^ely  absent,  reserv^ed,  and  sullen, 

*  This  kiqd  qf  connexion  seems  to  1je  admitted  in  some  countriei3> 
•tbongh  not  -by  the  English  Gipsies.  Mrs.  Graham^  in  her  amusing 
journal*  of  Three  Months  passed  near  Rome,  says  that  tl;e  appear- 
^ac#  of  a  g|ifi^<>f  ^ip^0s  at  Poli  joSicated  th&  jtear  appr4^h  of 
thiQ  brigands*  ^' The  men  belonging  to  tl^e  ^ng  seemad  to  be 
^edJ^rs  j  they  carried  baskets  of  such  tvare^  as  Shakspeare'^Auto-/ 
lycbus  ha^  pnade  poetical^  and  which  suit  *the  costume  of  the  young 
women  here.  'Ribbons  of  all  colours  i'  the  rainbow^  points  more 
than  all  the  lawyers  in  Bohemift  Q99  karaedly  hai^dle^  t^ongh 
lEibey  ^9Qie  to  him  by  the  gross;  inldes,  caddies^  cambrieksj  lawn/ 
a^  baUMs  too  in  plenty;  nor  was.  the  song  of  recomnv^dation 
wanting.  The  women,  as  usual,  were  fortune-tellers.  We  hud 
the  curiosity  to  listen  to  them ;  and  there  were  the  usual  promises 
4>f  good  fortunes,  great  husbands,  beautiful  wives,  and  indulgent 
fonifesaors.".  Hieir  dialect,  this  writer  says«  was  the  same  with 
that  oi  the  Gipsies  of  England,  Spain,  France,  and  Germany, 
'^feeir  little  camp  by  the  road  side,  their  asses  grazing  round,  the 
fk^  tethered  to  the  doors  of  the  huts,  the  little  ragged  children 
i^S&^S  amidst  their  play,  and  all  having  the  true  Gipsy  £ice  and 
expression,  looked  so  like  a  scene,  at  Hampstead  or  .Blackheath, 
|J^s^  we  felt  ali^oit  good-will  towards  what  reminded  us  so  onuch 
4rf  bonie."  .. 

2  P 
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and  ieldom  spoke  except  when  commanding  or  re» 
proving.  Mary,  and  a  girl  who  termed  him  uncle, 
were  the  only  individuals  with  whom  he  would 
condescend  to  converse. 

The  chief  and  his  small  retinue  reached  Sodbury 
in  Gloucestershire,  the  place  of  general  rendezvous, 
two  days  before  the  specified  time,  and  were  soon 
joined  by  stragglers  from  every  quarter.  On  the 
morning  of  the  festival,  Allan  reckoned  sixty-two 
men  and  women,  besides  children.  The  business  of 
the  meeting  commenced  by  the  whqle  company 
forming  a  ring  round  their  sovereign,  to  whom  each 
handed  a  small  tribute  for  his  support  during  the 
ensuing  year.  The  chief  received  this  contribution 
with  a  dignified  air.  A  large  wooden  bowl  was 
next  handed  round  the  ring  by  one  of  the  young 
females,  into  which  every  one  threw  a  sum,  accord- 
ing td  his  circumstances,  to  defray  the  expanses  of 
the  festival.  The  merriment  then  commenced,  and 
every  one  engaged  in  such  pastimes  as  are  peculiar 
to  the  vagrant  tribes.  Several  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry  and  farmers  visited  the  merry  group,,  and 
joined  in  the  dance:  for  the  Gipsies  are  always 
careful  tp  avoid  committing  depredations  upon  the 
property  of  their  benefactors;  and  two  or  three, of 
the  gentlemen  that  resided  near  Sodbury  had  al« 
ways  shewn  them  th^  greatest  kindness.  Allan 
was  placed  amongst  the  musicians;  but  he' fre- 
quently left  them  to  dance  with  the  princess  Mary. 
At  meals  she  always  contrived  to  place  him  near 
her,  and  to  hand  him  the  choicest  bits. 

When  the  limited  time  of  meeting  had  expired, 
the  phief  pr4?r^  the  diversions  to  cease,  and  bUX 
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Grangers  to  withdraw.  This  •  was  instantly  com- 
plied; with,  and>  the  whole  company  again  formed  a 
ring  around  the  chiefs.  He  then  addressed  them  in 
a  short  speech,  the  purport  of  whicld  was  to  be  kind 
and  friendly  towards  each  other,  an4  to  avoid  the 
commission  of  such  atrocious  and  dangerous  crimes 
as  might  render  tbem  subject  to  the  severest  pu- 
nishments of  the  law.  He  also  boasted  that,  du^-* 
ring  the  long  period  he  had  reigned  over  them^ 
enly  oiie  individual  had  suifered  the  punishment  of 
death. 

He  n^xt  commanded  Allan  and  another  young 
Bfian  to  approach  the  throne^  when  he  introduced 
them  to  his  subjects  as  new  members  of  the  frater- 
nity, and  recommended  them  to  their  attention. 
Hef  then  began,-  and  in  a  remarkably  clear,  perspi- 
€UQUi»,  and  authoritative  manner,  assigned  to  each 
ilidiyidual  his  particular, route  and  occupation,  in-' 
tjei^persed  with  cautions  and  admonitions.-  The 
tinkers,  coopers,-  and  bellows-menders  were  each  to 
take  his  wife  and  children,  or  a  woman  and  her 
child  or  children,  qnd^r  their  protectioxi.  The  wq* 
men  were  to  tell  .'fortunes,  mend  china,  sell  small 
wares,  or  beg,-  according  to  their  several  capacities, 
or  as  circumstaticea  requiredv  One  ingenious  fel- 
low, whose  fondniess  for  vagrancy  had  induced  him 
to  abandon  all  the,  comforts  of  polished  society,  was 
ordered  to  freqiient  sea-port  towns  as  a  dumb  foic- 
tune-teller;  and  bis  wife,  a  smart  young  Gipsy, 
was  to  disguise  hersdf  in  boy'3  cloaths,  and  to  ac- 
.  company  him  as  his  youngest  brother  and  inter^f 
preter.  Another  young  man,  who  had  also  been 
adopted  into  the = tribe,  was  ordered,  after  many  re-' 
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prodfs  for  extreftie  idleness  and  miscoftduiet,  ftlrai^ 
isunte  the  charactet  of  an  infirm^-  decayed  wid^wi. 
%iih  a  boy  or  giri  to  assii^  hkti  Jli  begging.  X)t^ 
^liriddle-aged  man  was  to  take  charge  of  4;h^e  ^hiU-^ 
itten,  and  to  travel  through  the  north  of  Wd^  and 
'GhesHife,  ais  a  farmer  wbosie  propeWy  had  been  odn^ 
"Sam^a  by  rfire  neat  fievJerieyv  and  Hvhose  wife  had 
"iBed  broken-hearted  (which  cii'cainstences  had  acttt^ 
mlly  happ^ed  a  few  weeks  before).  He  was  ftw^ 
irished  with  tt»e  necessary  papers,  whi€h  wert^^ 
executed  by  the  chief  and  Mary,  both  being  e^^dU 
lent  schol^.  The  whole  tribe  ads^ftowledged  fliat 
'Mary  Was  the  teost  expert  f<*tune-telter  that^etv^^ 
ti^efle^d ;  $iiiA  ^very  one  ^as  anxious  she  should  be- 
appointed  tb  their  di^ftiet,  ^s  sfee  was  always  liberal' 
"and  kind-hearted  to  the  infirm  or  iin&>rt^n£(te.  Her 
fathei-,  holrever,  excluded  at  4:4iis  *iifte  by  ^yin^ 
tbat,.^s  he  ^as  indispoi^ed^  ^lary  should  continue 
;with  hitti  ^  month  longer.  A  youth  wfie^  ha^ 
joined  the  ^ribe  about  the  saane  titee  with  Altaic 
Vas  also  ret^iped  *)ri  ftcebunt  ^ctf  ift  hedth..  The  re* 
"that  i-emained  were  etf  *litde  colisequence.  Thi^ 
^mee^ting  was  now  dissolve,  and  the  diflSarent  par- 
-ties  immediMely  set  off  td  their  several  districts. 
Alkfn  was  surprised  ^at'Ae  had  -beea  passed  owr 
'without 'notSee;  btrt  Maiy  s^zed  the  fitst  oppOTfeu- 
"lifty  to  inform  him  thtft,  in  ^cmsefi^tience  of  her  soli- 
^citations,  her  father  had  consented  »to  permit  Mm  to 
•remain  with  them  for-ii  few  weeks  longer. 

Aflati  was  delighted  at  this  itlteUigencey  for  he 
very  often  affirmed  that  he  feltsUdh  am  est^m  asid 
afikition  for  this  interesting  gi^l.a^  ^  other  weiaoan 
had  ever  inspired  him  With.  ^  ^e  therefore  pBo- 
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miftd  iiiinself  the  mixst  delidous  liapfnhess  winA^ 
permitted  to  attend  her.  Here,  howler,  like  moiSt 
litter  Tiolent  lovers,  he  wbs  egregiausljr  imsta^cea. 

After  the  lapse  ctf  a  few  ^ys,  fce*  dearly  per^ 
eeived  a  growing  intimacy  between  M4ry  and  tbi^ 
iftrfinge  youth,  whose  beafCitiM  faee  and  insinuating 
l»»»ners  he  had  €$ten  viewed  with  alann  and  dis^    > 
pleasure.     At  last,  their  private  walks,  afnd  lon^ 
eonversations  in  Mary's  tent,  placed  it  beyond  a 
idoitbt,  timt  «bis  mMy  sly,  smooth-faced  feUow  had    ^ 
aoeceeded  in  sup^anting  him  in  Mary^s  affiscti^m. 
TMs  i^ttitkig  ^conviction  tendered  Allan  '^ought^ 
fyA  {Old  fnblandidly :  he  negledled  his  music;  and^ 
In  order 'to  sbew'his  scorn  and  displeasure,  avoided; 
M  mudi  as  possible,  Mary's  company  and  •conversa^ 
t«m.    She,  on  %fae  ^ber  hand,  became  peevii^  ^aifid 
^Absent,  and  sometimes  darted  such  an  indign^t^   * 
glance  at  the  silent  musiciism,  as  threw  him  into^"^* 
staite  of  in^srplicable  a^tatioifi. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks^  AUan  resolved  by  one  i 
'Vigorous  eSbit  to  break  the  charm  that  bad  so  long 
enslaved  him,  and,  agreeably  to  his  original  design^ 
proceed  direct  to  London.  Accordingly^  at  night 
lie  packed  up  the  few  articles  he  possessed,  intend- 
ing to  sKp  oif  uncibserved.  Having  to  pass  Mary's 
J;ent5  he  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  take  ^  parting 
look.  Approaching  her  tent  gently  for  this  pur«- 
cpose,  he  heard  Jiis  rival's  hated  voice ;  bat,  after 
£stening  a  few  minutes,  he  was  x^nvinced  that  love 
was  not  the  theme;  for  the  youth  with  sobs  was 
^lamenting  his  departure  from  the  paths  of  virtue, 
^while  the  other  briefly  consoled  ;him  with  the  assiw 
jsance  tiiat  she  would  «oon  £xid  ineans  to  sepairate. 
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him  from  the  tribe,  and  ultimately  to  effect  a  fecdm' 
eiliation  between  dl  parties. 

Allan  returned  to  his  tent  with  a  light  heart,  and, 
tuning  hi»  pipes,  began  to  play  ^ver  Mary's  fa« 
yourite  tunes.  As  his  pipes  had  lain  so  long  neg«- 
kcted,  the  party  in  the  camp  crowded  around  himi 
and  began  to  dance  by  moonlight.'  Mary  also  came 
out  of  her  tent,  but  did  not  join  in  the  merrimenti 
AUan,  observing  this,  advanced  to  her,  and  xe* 
guested  to  be  indulged  with  a  few  minutes'  private 
eonversation,  either  that  night  or  in  the  mornings 
She  heard  him  with  a  mixture  of  surprise  and 
haughtiness^  and,  after  considerable  hesitation,  an*. 
^w^tedi  "  Your  conduct  of  late  has  been  so  strange 
that  I  know  not  on  what  grounds  you  can  make 
such  a  request  to  me.  I  had  indeed  supposed  that 
our  correspondence  was  at  an  end.  However,  as  it 
will  be  amusing  to  hear  you  justify  your  fickleness^ . 
i  will  meet  you  in  haJf  an*  hour  at  the  edge  of  ^e 
idantation*"    She  th^n  turned  away  mudi  agitated. 

Mary  had  better  reason  than  Allan  supposed  for 
fssuming  a  l<^ty  deportment,-  as  she  knew  of  the 
preparations  he  had  made  for  escaping.  Anxious 
to  discover  the  motives  for  his  inconstancy,  she  had 
employed  a  trusty  friend  to  watch  him,  and  who 
had  observed  and  reported  his  conduct  that  night. 
She  therefore  supposed  that  he  had  returned  merely 
to  attract  her  notice  by  playing  her  favourite  tunes, 
with  the  design  of  increasing  her  moi^tificatioa  at 
his  departure^ 

At  the  time  appointed,  he  ceased  playing;  and 
repaired  to  the  plantation,, where  he  found  Marjr 
walking  pensively  beneath  a  large  spreading,  tceo. 
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He  approached  and  attempted  to  take  her  hand; 
but  she  drew  back  in  a  repulsive  manner,  and  de» 
manded  to  know  his  business  with  her,  adding,  "  I 
have,  sir,  indulged  you  with  this  meeting,  perhaps 
imprudently ;  but  it  is  the  last  request  I  shall  feel 
inclined  to  grant  you.'*  Allan  now  feared  that  her 
pride  had  prompted  her  to  form  some  resolution 
that  would  destroy  all  his  hopes ;  and  said,  in  irather 
a  disconcerted  way,  that  he  was  happy  while  she 
remained  faithful,  but  that  her  partiality  for  another 
would  easily  account  for  his  late  conduct.  Mary 
seemed  astonished,  and  only  remarked  that  this  was 
a  most  base  insinuation,  intended  to  shelter  his  own 
faithlessness.  Allan  replied  rather  sharply,  "Then 
you  deny  that  Richard  Warble  enjoys  every  hour 
you  have  to  spare  ?"  Mary  looked  full  in  his  face 
for  a  moment,  and  then  burst  into  a  hearty  laugh, 
which  she  could  scarcely  restrain  while  she  ex-' 
claimed,  *^ Alas!  poor  Dick^  Unfortunate  youth f; 
thy  hopes  are  now  blasted.    Thou  must  no  longer  jj. 

share  my  smiles.  This  selfish'  man  compels  me  to 
abandon  thee."  Then  snatching  Allan  by  the  arm, 
sfce  gaily  added,  "Gome  along,  James.  I  am  8 
naughty  girl;  but  you  shall  have  your  righf.  I 
CEinnot  make  two  lovers  happy.  One  must  march 
eff,  r  see.  But  positively,  James,  I  love  peace,  and 
you  and  poor  Dick  must  part  friends." 

'  Without  replying  to  this  strange  rhapsody,  Allan 
followed  her  to  the  tent  where  Dick  was  seated 
alone' weeping.  On  their  entering,  he  arose,  wiped 
his  eyes  hastily,  and  shook  hands  with  Allan  in  a 
friendly  manner.  Mary  instantly  began  to  upbraid 
.Allan  for  his  extreme  jealousy ;  telling  Dick  thi* 
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she  must  now  give  him  up,  though  he  was  certalulj^ 
'^  dear,  pi^etty,  little  fellow;  on  which  she  kissed 
*  him  with  apparent  fervour.  Allan  was  not  pleaded 
^t  this  fctt'ward,  imprc^r  action,  so  unlike  Mary^s 
general  behaviour ;  and  beg^i  to  suspect  liiat  he 
had  both  mistaken  her  charaeter  and  the  purport  of 
the  conversation  he  liad  heard.  Mary  seemed  to 
viotice  his  frown  with  delight,  and  turning  towards 
him,  said,  *'  Now,  as  I  expect  that  you  will  in  ^\im 
ture  be  a  good  boy,  a^d  as  we  must  bfe  aji  friends,  I 
will  tell  you  Dick'«^  history  and  qualification^  and 
then  you  will  nK)re  readily  pardon  my  invoHmtary 
partiality  for  this  poor  strange  lad." 

Dick  gave  Mairy  a  look  of  confidence  and  acqui- 
escence, which  she  returned  and  began  thus:  •'Poor 
Richard  Warble  is  a  fine  young  w<»naii,  which  any 
man  of  taste  and  di^ceniment  will  easily  p^ceivt 
""  und  acknowledge^  and  the  daughter  of  an  op:ulent 
^-ff^zm  m  Yorksbiie.    Being  seduced  by  a  young 
gentleman,  by  the  most  solemn  pjromises  of  mar^ 
riage,  she  became  p^gnant;  apd  dreading  the  mg/^ 
and  resentment  of  her  four  brothers,  she  disguJbsed 
^  (lerself  in  one  of  their  s^uits  of  doaftbs,  and  escaped 
"before  fae^  H[us£brti)ne  was;  l^nowi;^  .  Having  sk^- 
dentaUy  ^een  n;ie  sqp^e.tim^  before  j^e  became  pre* 
possesi^  in  my  favour,  asi4  re^olv^  to  fin4^  me  out 
and  crave  my  protection  andr  ^sssista^K^     I  I^ve 
|)yrooured  her  a  retired  aad  qomforlkable:  residence'; 
she^ha)!  want  nothing  that  heif  si1;i^tion  req;ui;pe9; 
|ier  child  shall  be  taken  care  of  w^  our  tribj^;  om^  if 
ipy  plans  succeed,  w^d/k  I  anp^^nfid^ftt  t^y  will, 
i^  sh^ll  be  restored  to  }^]^  friends  wi^^  aii  unUe- 
jKQlphed  character*" 
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Allan  was  surprised  and  pleased  at^this  recital, 
although  he  felt  some  little  mortification  at  his  own 
want  of  discernment,  and  offered  his  assistance  in 
any  manner  where  his  services  could  be  useful. 
Mary  hastily  thanked  him,  but  observed  it  was  a 
delicate  aifair,  and  she  would  endeavour  to  manage 
it  herself.  Accordingly,  early  next  morning  she 
departed  to  leave  her  charge  at  the  place  of  retreat 
which  she  had  provided.  On  her  return,  Allan  en- 
joyed a  few  of  the  happiest  days  he  ever  experienced 
in  the  course  of  his  chequered  life. 

At  the  next  monthly  meeting,  the  chief,  though 
still  indisposed,  ordered  Mary  to  go  on  a  fortune- 
telling  expedition  to  a  considerable  distance  for  two 
months.  She  petitioned  for  Allan  to  be  sent  to  the 
same  quarter,  to  which  the  chief,  after  much  hesita- 
tion and  with  great  reluctance,  consented;  at  the 
i^me  time  ordering  him  to  assume  the  appearance 
of  age  and  decrepiitude,.  telling  him  that.he  should 
be  provided  with  a  suitable  garb,  and  observing 
that  he  could  not  fail  to  excite  commiseration, 
which  would  cause  his  playing  to  be  better  paid  foa 
Allan's  regard  for  Mary  induced  him  to  acquiesce 
to  this  arrangement  with  apparent  cheerfulness; 
tibough  he  felt  secretly  mortified  at  being  compelled 
to  lay  aside  his  fine  suit  of  cloaths  in  which  he  had 
figured  at  Litchfield,  and  to  assume  the  old,  tat- 
tered garments  and  miserable  bandages  that  were 
provided  for  him. 

Mary  set  off  in  the  afternoon,  dressed  smartly  in 
the  Gipsy  style ;  but  the  chief  detained  Alkn  until 
the  following  day,  when  he  was  permitted  to  depnrt. 
In  the  ^itonxooa  he  was  surprised  to  ;meet  Mary  so 

a  ^ 
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near  ^e  eticam^^ment ;  but,  she,,  suspecting  her  fa- 
ther's schecoes,  had  loitered  iu  the  vHeighbourhood  to. 
witch  Allwi's  departure.  On.  seeing  him,  she  eo^ 
jd>y^  a  heirl^  laugh,  at  his  lixAping  pace. and  starr^ 
ing4ike  disguise;  hut  on  entering;  a  country  ale- 
house, she  desired'  him  to. walk  into. a- little  room, 
where  he  was  surprised  to  see  his  own  suit  of 
doaths  upon  tl^e  table,  which  he  supposed  to  be  in- 
possession  of  the  chief.  She  follbwed,  and  in  a  gayr 
manner  begged  him  to.padkj  up  his  rags,  fot  s|»e 
could  not  possibly,  accept  of  iiirii  as  a  travel&ng^^ 
companion  in  a  woeful  plight.  She  then,  in  a  more 
serious  way,  added,  that  she  knew  her  father's  mo- 
tives for  the  orders  he  had  given  him ;  but  as  she 
had  invited  him  to  accompany  her,  she  did  not  wish 
him  to  appear  in. any  (Character,  for  her  income 
would;  he  sufficient  to  supply  both  their  wantffi 

Allan:;  andt  his  kind  protectress  visited  different 
tdw^,<  and  s{ient  their  time  in  the  niost  agreeable 
manner/  Mary  indulged  him  beyond  his  wish  or 
expectation,  for  her  g^im  surpassed  credibility.  In 
eyety  pqprfe,  $he  provided  hipa  a  hadging  apart  from 
her.  bwn^  for  she  was  Both  chaste  dnd  honest,  and 
requifed>the  utmost  dc^caScy  to:  be  observed  tofwards 
ber.  His  only  emplayment  was  to  amuse /her  witb 
a  few  tunes  on  the  pipes  after  the  fatigues  of  the 
dlay,  and  she  diverted  him  in  rietuni  by  relating  the 
eceduUty  of  her  custoniers^  On  these  occasions,  she 
frequently  alluded  to  those  argmnents^  by  which 
she  justifbed  her  occiq9atk>n;  and  always  ended  by 
observing  that  she  imposed  only  upon  the  credality 
of  the  rich,  atid  tljat  in  return  for  gold  she  impartol 
such  hopes,  adq^*:^lilbited  such  pros^pects  of  ktppl- 
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nete,  as  were  |)erhaps  better  than  the  enjoyrrient 
itself;  and,  at  any  rate,  her  customers  were  iamply 
compensated  for  what  she  received.  She  hsiA  re- 
dtioed  her  art  jjo  rules,  ^9Jid  proceeded  with  such 
caution  and; judgment  as  raised  her  fame  above  that 
of  every  other  Competitor,* 

At  the  end  of  two  months,  they  set  out  on  their 
return  fo  die.  hedd-qnarters ;  when  Allan  obtained 
Mary's  eonsdit  to  becidme  his  wife,  provided  her 
father'^  consent  ck^uld  be  obtained.  He  now  re- 
sumed, his' disguise,  and  remained  a  day  behind  bis 
eotnpanion,  to  givb  her  an:  opportunity  of  deposit-^ 
ihg  his  doaths  in  the  plaee  from  which  tliey  had 
bden  taken.  WheAhe'reiched  the  camp,  the  chief 
received  him  kindly^  enqunred  hoW  he  reBshed  this 


♦  The  Gipsies  have  always  been  deemed  expert  fbrtuD^-tellers.  • 
A  work  was  published  in  the  year  lj&l%  to  detect  ttn]^  expose  the 
ait  of  jugging  and  legerdemsun.  /'  This  kind  of  people/'  soys  the . 
author^  speaking  of  the  English  Gipsies^  ^'liboat  A  hundred  year& 
ago,  beganne  to  gather  on  head^  at  the  first  heere,  about  the  south- 
erne  parts.  And  this^  as  I  am  informed,  and  can  gather^  was 
tbeir  beginning :  Certain  Egyptians  banished  their  country  (belike 
not  for  their  good  conditidns)  arrived  fieere  in  Eiigland>  who  for 
quaint  tricks  and  devices^  not  known  heerb  at  that  time  among  i\s, 
were  esteemed  and  had  in  great  admiration ;  insomuch  that  many 
of  oar  English  hyterers  joined  with  them^  and  in  time  learned 
their  crafty  cozening." — *'  The  speach  which  they  used  was  the 
right  Egyptian  speach^  with  whom  oiir  Englishmen  conversing^  at 
last  learned  their  Idliguage.  These  pedple^  continuing  about  the 
counfry^  and  practi^rig  their  ^oiening  bxX,  purchased  themselves 
great  credit  among  the  country  people,  and  got  much  by  palmistry 
and  telling  of  fortunes;  insomuch,  they  pitifully  cozened  poor 
country  girls,  b^th  of  money,  silver  spoons,  ftnd  the  best  of  theit 
appar^lle,  or  any  goods  they  could  make."  On  this  subject  see 
i»ge67. 
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mode  of  life^  and  what  snooess  he  had  met  with ; 
to  whidi  questicms  Allan  letumed  favourable  an- 
swers. 

The  chief  appeared  more  dieerful  than  usual 
amongst  his  subjects;  and  as  they  had  been  very 
generally  successful,  a  plentiful  feast  was  prepared, 
and  the  glass  circulated  rapidly.  Allan,  after  play- 
ing a  few  tunes,  arose  and  went  boldly  into  the 
chief's  tent,  detennmed  not  to  let  this  season  of 
jollity  and  good  humour  slip  without  ascertaining 
whether  happiness  or  misery  awaited  him.  He 
found  the  chief  alone,  and  in  the  most  respectful 
terms  asked  his  daughter  in  marriage*  The  chief, 
without  betraying  the  slightest  emotion,  said  he 
would  consider  of  the  matter,  and  give  him  an  an- 
swer in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 

Mary  and  Allan  passed  several  hours  in  a  state  of 
trembling  apprehension,  regardless  of  the  noisy  and 
merry  scene  before  them.  At  length,  the  despcmd- 
ing  and  agitated  pip«  was  ordered  to  attend  the 
chief,  who^  on  his  entrance,  eyed  him  with  great 
keenness,  ordered  him  to  be  seated,  and,  after  a  pro- 
found silence  of  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  addressed 
him  thus : — **  Sir,  from  the  first  moment  that  you 
entered  our  camp,  I  have  witnessed  my  daughter's 
partiality  for  you,  and  am  pleased  to  .observe  that 
your  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  honour  her  dis- 
cernment. Your  proposal  I  expected  and  have 
duly  considered;  but  I  have  weighty  and  private 
reasons  for  wishing  Mary  to  remain  single  for  some 
time  longer^  I  therefore  do  not  approve  of  her 
marriage;  but  am  too  well  acquainted  with  her 
merits^  and  ^  Wildness  of  her  enthusiasm,  to  at- 
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tempt  an  opposition  to  her  will  in  this  delicate 
affair.  Did  you  know  my  motives,  you  would  ap- 
prove of  the  reluctance  I  now  shew  in  doing  what 
she  may  think  only  just  and  reasonable.  However, 
conceal  the  nature  of  this  conversation  from  her. 
Fl'ove  to  her  a  kind  husband,  and,  should  you  con- 
tinue to  deserve  my  good  opimon,  yoiur  reward  is 
certain:  if  not,  your  punishment  wiU  be  equally 
certain.  '  The  mtoiage  must  be  solemnized  accord- 
ing to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  Rome;  and  after- 
wards, as  chief,  I  must  permit  my  subjects  to  observe 
their  own  peculiar  customs  on  the  occasion." 

Allan  returned  thanks,  and,  taking  his  leave,  hur- 
ried to  Mary  and  communicated  the  joyful  news, 
which  were  the  more  agreeable,  because  she  had 
calculated  upon  her  father's  refusal  to  sanction  their 
tmion.  On  the  next  evening,  he  was  summoned 
into  the  presence  of  the  chief,  who  informed  him 
that  he  had  engaged  an  old  friend,  a  Catholic  priest, 
to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  next  morning ; 
and  giving  him  some  money,  desired  him  to  go  and 
purchase  a  licence,  as  he  intended  they  should  also 
be  married  according  to  theibrm  of  the  Church  of 
England,  in  order  to  legalize  their  marriage. 

Eariy  next  morning,  the  ceremony  was  performed 
foy  the  Catholic  priest  in  a  small  chapel,  and  after- 
wards repeated  in  a  country  church ;  no  one  being 
present  except  the  old  chief  and  two  respectable 
farmers  whom  he  invited  to  be  witnesses.  None  of 
the  tribe  suspected  that  such  a  business  was  trans- 
acting ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  their  rough  jokes  and 
noisy  congratulations,  the  happy  couple,,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  chief,  immediately  departed  on  a 
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piping  and  fortune-telling  expeditimi  to  Baddng- 
hamshite* 

AHan  Was  now  the  favoured  and  lawful  compa^ 
nion  of  sffeddon  and  beauty,  and  expm^oed  that 
pure  bsqppiness  wliich  m<ik  an  amiable  coitobination 
is  calculated  to  produce.  Near  lihe  dose  <tf  his  long 
and  chequered  life,  and  softer  the  most  extensiye 
experience  in  the  nature  of  wifidom  and  folly,  he 
r^>eatedly  and  solemnly  declared  that  this  W9ss  ibe 
otily  period  in  which  he  felt  truly  happy.  Hfe 
other  connexions  with  the  fan-  sex,  which  perhaps 
have  seldom  been  equalled,  left  no  permanent  or 
agreeaUe  impressions  upcm  his  mind. 

Mary  was  lively,  good-^tempa^,  ttensible,  and 
excessively  a0eetionate ;  and,  except  when  engaged 
in  her  profession,  never  stooped  to  the  nleaiinesses 
of  lying  ox  deceit  She  w^  frugal  and  temperate 
In^  her  habits,  but  generous  in  all  cases  where  her 
friends  were  concerned.  She  never  opposed  heir 
husband,  except  in  prohibiting  lum  trom  em^ying 
his  musical  abilities  for  money.  She  sterns  to  have 
possessed  great  influ^Qjce  over  him ;  and  he  was  so 
apprehensive  of  incuiring  her  displeasure,  that  he 
repressed  all  the  Gipsy  propensities  of  Ms  early 
youlii.  But  in  no  other  situation  x;ould  he  ever 
boast  of  having  obtained  the  mastery  of  Ms  ruling 
passions  and  v^s. 

At  stated  periods,  he  and  Mary  visited  tbdr  fan 
th©r,  who  always  endeavoured,  in.  Alkn's  presence, 
to  rdax  from  his  ui»ial  severity  of  manner,  apd  to 
treat  him  with  the  utmost  confidence  and  regard. 
He  promised  to>  bequeath  him  Im  property,  and  to 
appoint  him  his  successor ;  and- whenever  jyj^ii  abt-. 
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tempted  to  express  his  gratitude,  the  old  chief  in^ 
terrupted  him  by  saying)  " Be  kind  to  Mia^y,  and  I' 
am  amply  rep&id.''  He  also  Endeavoured  td  qutiify 
Allan  for  the  high  office  he  was  destined  to  fill,  by 
repeating  a  few  brief,  standard  maxims  of  govern- 
ment. On  these  occasions,  he  usually  boasted'  of 
the  loyalty  and  good  conduct  of  his  subjects^  and 
shewed  ham  such  marks  of  respect  in  public  as 
might  impress^  every  one  with  a  similar  sentiment. 
He  also  intimated  to  the  tribe  his  resolution  of  ap- 
pointing hi»  son  his*  successor,  in  order  to  procure 
their  acquiescence  during  his  life-time. 

Mary,  ?.t  a  monthly  meeting,  proposed  to  go  into 
Devonshire,  where  slie  had  formerly  met  with  the 
most  flattering  encouragement.    Allan  set  out  with 
heron  tMs  excursion  in  high. spirits,  congratulating 
himself  as  the  most  enviably  happy  mortd  on  earth ; 
but  on  r^ujbing  Bakewell^  Mary  feH  sick  of  a  fever, 
which  in  ten  days  carried  her  off.    DurifWg  hel*  ill- 
Bess,  Allan  procured  the  best  advice  ai^  every 
thing  that  wa^  recommended  by  her  nurses  as  likely 
to  deviate  the  disorder ;  he  constantly  attended  at 
her  bed-side,  and  could  scarcely  be  prevailed  upon 
to  take  either  rest  or  refreshment;  and  when  her 
kind,  expressive  eyes  were  fixed  in  death,  hef,  for 
the  first  and  only  time  in  his  life,  felt  the  pain  of 
real,  unmixed  sorrow. 

A  strong  proof  of  his  unfeigned  grief  for  the  lossi 
ci  his  invaluable  wife  is,  that  he  honestly  paid  the 
funeral  expenses,  surgeon's  bill,  and  other  heavjf 
charges,  without  ever  entertaining  the  idea  <rf 
cheating  his  creditws ;  imd  diough  these  paymeaits 
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nescrly  exhausted  his  finances,  he  felt  an  insuperable 
repugnance  to  touch  his  pipes  in  order  to  recruit, 
them.  While  sitting  pondering  on  this  change  in . 
his  situation,  he  observed  a  Gipsy  pass  his  window, 
from  whom  he  learned  that  his  father-in-law  had' 
piched  his  tent  near  Newbury  in  Berkshire,  to 
which  place  he  immediately  repaired. 

Allan,  under  great  depression  of  spirits,  retraced 
the  road  which  he  had  lately  travelled  over  in  a  fro- 
Ucksome  mood  with  Mary  by  his  side ;  nor  could 
he  restrain  his  tears  on  reaching  a  certain  spot 
where  she  had  requested  him  to  play  her  a  tune  on 
the  pipes,  while  she  danced  with  light  steps  before 
him.  He  also  remembered  the^romantic  spot  where 
die  had  seated  herself  and  related  a. melancholy 
Gipsy  tale  of  two  youpg  lovers,  who  were  separated 
by  the  evil  spirits  of  the  mountains,  but  were  afters- 
wards  restored  to  each  other  by  the  interference  of 
a  good  fairy.  Allan's  mind  was  embued  with  the 
superstitions  of  the  Gipsy  race,  and  tiipe  and  cir- 
cumstances now  revived  all  the  feelings  of  his 
youth.  Here  he  seems  to  have  awaited  the  re* 
appearance  of  Mary;  nor  could  he  leave  a  place 
rendered  so  dear  by  such  tender  recollection^  until 
darkness  closed  the  scene. 

Allan  reached  the  camp  early  in  the  evenings  but 
was  told  that  the  chief  had  retired  to  rest^  having 
been  indisposed  during  the  three  preceding  days. 
All  crowded  around  him  enquiring  for  Mary ;  sad 
when  informed  of  her  fate,  they  shewed  the  most 
genuine  marks  of  sorrow,  and  all  joined  in  lament* 
ing  that  she  had  not  been  hcmoured  by  a  proper 
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ijfh-Vfabe.*  gbe  WW  inili^ed  beloyed  by  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  cololiyi  for  she  had  i^ftened  the  seve- 
nij  of  her  fath»?8  tepip«,  and  often  screenec^ 
offenders  from  hia  yeiig^^no^. 

In  the  mor^ing^  AU^D  was  informed  that  the 
cbief  was  apparently  better ;  wh^n^  with  a  palpitate 
hig  heart,  he  repaired  to  hii^  tent  and  stood  before 
lum»  but  faUed  in  m  attempt  to  address  him*  The 
old  man  stedf^tly  fixed:  hiiS  eyes  upon  him/  ^nd 
then  cast  them  wildly  arogmd,  as  if  in  search,  of  ai^ 
expected  object.  He  'then  again  ^^iewed  Atom's 
downcast  look  and  tokens  of  mourning  with  a  scru- 
tinizing glance ;  when  a  conviction  -of  the  truth 
seemed  to  flash  on  his  mind,  for  he  sqddaily  starte4 
up  and  sprung  at  Allan,  whom  he  in  a  fr^izy  of 
rage  seized  by  the  throat,  exclaiming,  with  th^  mo^ 
heart-rending  energy,:  '^  Villaiii,  where  is  my  4augh^ 
ter?  How  have  you  murderejd  her  ?  WWe  hay^ 
you secretai  her  body?" 

Several  of  the  Gipsies,,  who  were  standing  at  th§ 
tent  doior,  now  entered,  and,  in  a  respectful  but  de-* 
cided  manner,  took  hold  of  their  aged  piince,  and 
with  difficulty  looiseried  his  g):asp:  but  h^  seemed 
absolutely  furious  with  madness ;  he  struggled  vjio- 


*  When  a  person  of  any  consequence  dies  amongst  the  Gipsies, 
all  the  cdony  assembles  to  celebrate  the  lyke-wake,  which  is  by  no 
means  conducted  with  sobriety  aiid  decency.  The  corpse  is  watdbed 
by  liight  and  day  till  the  time  of  interment.  They  have  a  notion 
tbat  <^1^e  dexl  tinkles  at  the  lyk^-wake  of  those  who  feel  in  their 
dead  throw  the  agonies  and  terrors  of  remorse."  The  cloaths  of 
the  dead  are  burned^  not  so  much  from  any  apprehension  of  infec- 
tion being  communicated  by  them^  as  the  conviction  that  the  very 
circumstanca  of  wearing  them  would  ahorten  the  days  of  the  Uviof^ 
14  2   R 
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lently, .  and  curdled  evety  one  attiouitd  hinl,  utt^A^ 
his  giief  in  loud,  disjointed,  and  mysterious '  sen<r 
fences.  Allan,  however,  gathered  sufficient  to  con-' 
vince  him  that  Mary  was  not  his  daughter,  but  tha 
Victim  of  his  revenge;  aiid  he  might  have  obtained 
more  kno^liedgeon  this  interesting  subject,  had  not 
the  chief  s  attendants  so  eafhestiiy  ^equested^  him^to 
feave  the  tent,  which  he  could  nottefuse.  Indeed^ 
nothiilg  bitt'the  most  insatiable  curiosity  respecting 
what. concerned  his  beloved  Mary  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  stay  a  Bfioment  longer,  than  was  necesw 
my  to  witri^te'such  a  distressing  scene. 
.  Afteir  exhaiMnSg  himsdf  with  the  most  idcdent 
exertions,  the  old  man  lay  on  the  ground  motionless 
v^  and' moaning  most  piteousdy.     Wfa^i  a  surgeon 

who  had  been-sentr  for  arrived,  he  was  bled  and  re- 
ceived >  ar  composing .  dsraught  ;^  after  which  he  feU 
into  a  profound  sleep,  and  awoke  very  weak,  but  in 
possession  of  his  right  understanding.  In  the  meair 
time,  his  aiFectionate  subjects,^  alter  appoii^ng  two 
persons  to  atte^  him,  removed  their  humble  tents 
to  a*  small  distance^  le6t> the  noise  of  the  children  d£ 
the  braying  of  the  asses  ghbuld  disturb  him,* 

Several  erf  the  Gipsies  urged  Allan  to  leave  the 
eamp,  lest  the  chief,  on  seeing  him  again,  should 
suffer  a  relapse.  But  the  late  extraordinary  scene 
had  lessened  his  venemtion  for  his  father-in-law,  all 
hopes  of  becoming  \m  success(»r  had  vanished,  and 
his  amdety  to  learn  the  secret  of  Mary's  birth  was 
so  great,  that  he  positively  refused  to  comply  with 
their  entreaties.  However,  at  the  same  time,  he 
requested  that  his  name  might  not  be  mentioned  iini:^ 
liie  royal  presence.  ^ 
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'  Hie  young  girl  who  pas^  for  the  chiefs  niece 
^ad  how  become  his  favourite  and  confidant,  and 
•seemed  to  have  gained  the -same  ascendancy  over 
^im  that  his  daughter  had  possessed.  This  girl,  on 
Maiy*s  account,  whc«n  «he  had  loved  fervently,' 
^shewed  Allan  the  utmost  kindness,  and  frequently 
-visited  him  to  lament  the  ^loss  of  their  common 
friend.  By  this  means,  in  a  few  days,  he  learned 
that  the  chief  had  quite  recovered,  and  spoke  of 
'Mary's  death  as  an  inevitable  ^and  natural  occur- 
rence. He  had  also  intimated  his  intention  of  pass* 
ing  into  Devonshire  on.  a  pilgrimage  to  her  grave/ 
and  to  see  the  surgeon  that  bad  attended  her.  AL 
^lan  now  prevailed  on  the  girl  to  mention  him  to  hei* 
Cincle,  to  rejMieseiit  his  unutterable  grirf  f or  the  loss 
of  his  amiable  wife,  «nd  to  inform  him  that  respect 
for  his  character,  and  pity  for  his  sufferings,  ren-* 
dered  it  impossible  for  ids  wretched  son  to  leave 
..the  camp  without  being  assured  of  his  friendship. 
The  good-natured  young  woman  executed  this  mis- 
sioh  with  great  address  4  and  the  old  chief,  from 
respect  to  the  memory  of  his  ^ughter,  at  last,  con-. 
<sented  to  faveur  hiin  with  an  interview,    • 

Next  morning,  Allan  was  antroduced  to  the 
xshief ;  but  after  the  usuatl  con]f>Uments  of  the  meeU 
ing  were- paid,  aH  aw£ul  and  painful  silence  ensued. 
The  tidl  thin  figure,  the  callow  complexion,  the 
hooked;  nose  and  chin,;  and  the  black,  fiery,  and 
^troiibled  eyes  of  the  did  dtdef,  combined  to  impress 
Allan's  imagination  with  terror;  but  he  soon  reco- 
vered himself,  and  returned  his  mysterious  scruti- 
inizing  looks  with  firmness  and  keenness.  Atlasi^ 
Adlan  jcenewi^  the  -conversation  by  Jamentiing  their 
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.  mutual  loss,  and  conduded  by  e:tpres«ii^  a  vniTs  to  - 
be  detained  near  his  perscm,  to  lighten  his  fatigui^ 
and  cheer  his  solitude  during  his  frequent  indtspos^*- 
tions;  but  the  old  man  ansi$rered  these  professions 
of  friendship  in  a  cold,  sullen,  and,  evasive  manner^ 
nor  cotdd  Allan's  utmost  efforts  induce  him  to  rel^x 
into  civility  and  kindness.  He  therefore  Very  xes^ 
sonably  concluded  that  he  had  now  totally  lost  jUie 
chiefs  favour  and  confidence;  but  every  oktempt 
to  discover  the  cause  failed,  which  determined  Al- 
Ian  to  bring  the  business  to  a  crisis  by  boldly  ques* 
tioning  him  on  the  subject.  Assuming  therefore  i 
lofty  and  indignant  manner,  he  exdabned,  ^  Tell 
me  by  what  means  I  have  incurred  your  dis|deasur6. 
If  you  suspect  me  guilty  of  any.  improper  act,  pre- 
fer  your  charge  openly  aiid  candidly,  that  J  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  myadf,  or^  if 
convicted,  be  dismissed  from  yoiir  presence  with 
disgrace.  From  your  conduct  I  fieiel  deeply  injured, 
and  have  a  right  to  demand  an  explanation.'' 

The  old  chief  listened  without  betraying  the  least 
emotion,  and,  when  Allan  had  finished,  eCosnafvSlj 
replied^  ^^  I  am  not  accuston^^d  to  give  exphnatioiss 
of  ray  conduct,  nor  do  I  diuse  to  dqpart  frcflOBl  my 
•usual  habits  on  the  {xresent  occasion.  It,  faowevei^ 
has  become  necesi^try  for  me  to  dedare  that  your 
presence  here  is  inimical  to  my  happxci^^,  loidiiiJtt 
the  sooner  you  depart  the  b^ter.  I  had  indfflBA 
supposed  that  my  conduct  would  •^havenitelligiblj 
explained  my  inclinations;  and  had  you  possesiu^ 
-either  the  spirit  or  the  feelings  of  a  annn,  yoil  winild 
have  avoided  this  dmjgse&Me  commuBUsdio^  jobd 
not  have  so  meanly  floikal:^  tius^^i^  mtBrvmitJ' 
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"WHle  the  old  Gipsy  spoke,  Allan's  passion  rose  1» 
the  highest  pitdi,  and  he  hnpatientty  replied  ki  * 
tisffeatening  tone,  ^Happiness!  where  are  you  to 
find  happiness  ?    Is  it  to  be  procured  by  murda*ing 
Hie.  peace  of  some  fond  parent,  or  by  ihsuiting  a 
{MBTSdn  Ttho  never  injured  you  ?    But  recollect  your 
late  paroxysm  of  madness— the  h&niA  secrets  you 
then  diadbs|Kl — and  dread  the  consequence;    You 
are  ■.■•'"**  .But  at  this  moment  the  old  chief  started 
from  his  seat,  threatened  to  chastise  ABdH  (ot  his 
v»a,  insoiefit  threat,  ordered  him  from  his  presence; 
^md  was  on  the  point  of  caUiiig  for  assistance,  when 
Allan  served  him  by  the  throat,  and  witli  dreadful 
isxprecAtitmi^  tiop-eatened  to  strangle  him  if  he  gaye 
the  least  aiiann^  until  he  had  related  sudi  drcum* 
stances  as  a  husband  had  a  right  to  know  concern- 
ing his  wife.    He  then  permitted  the  old  man  to  be 
Heated,  and  related  several  strange  and  suspicious 
expressions  which  he  had  heard,  with  occasional 
additions  of  his  own ;  and  concluded  by  tii«eaten« 
ii^  to  teeapitsdate  the  whole  before  a  jusdee  of  the 
fitaCe,  and  to  demand  an  investigaticm  into  the 
wnsigs  ^uffl^ed  by  his  late  wife's  family. 

:The  GSpsy  stffl  appeared  tmmovod,  and,  ^  a  mt^ 
^smgly  ttooi  and  determined  manner,  said^  ^  Sir, 
ykm  do  not  know  me.  The  severest  tortures  «o«dd 
not  extort  a  syllable  from  me  c^mtrary  to  my  wiU, 
mudh  less  yout  ^ain  threats.  But  yoik  have  just 
now  displayed  move  spirit  than  i  imagined  yo« 
^sessed  ;^  and,  as  akaartters  standi  I  confess  there  is 
senile  jnstioe  in  fom  roquest.  I  will  therefore 
fcankly  rdate  subh  important  circutnstanceB  bM  con- 
cerned your  late  wife,  though  the  mf om^tioil  ivia 
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{HT^fit  yoii  nothing?'    After  a  considerable  pause; 
j^ifeiiumed  and  spoke  as  follows : — 
.    **  About  tweiity.five  years  ago,  I  left  England 
foi*  reasons  not  necessary  now  to  mention,  and  vi- 
Mted'  various  places  in  the  south  of  France,  in 
Bpmn,  and  in  Portugal.    While  in  the  latter  king- 
,  \ty,     dam,  tny  dreumstances  became  mudi  reduced ;  and 
^ker  suffering  a  variety  of  hardships,  and  expe- 
riencing the  most  insulting  treatment,  I  travelled 
from  Coimbra  to  Lisbon  in  hopes  of  procuring  a 
passage  home  in  an  Eh^sh  vessel.    But  just  as  I 
reached  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  a  nobleman  hap- 
pened to  be  robbed  whilst  enjoying  a  walk  near  his 
own  mansion;  and  as  I  chanced  to  pass  at'tiie  time 
his  domestics  were  ^searching  for  the  offenders,  I 
was  taken  into  custody.    Poverty  in  all  countries 
induces  suspicion,   and  my  distressed  appeaa^ance 
outweighed  all  my  protestations  of  innocence.    I 
was  taken   to -a  loathsome  dungeon,   and^   when 
brou^t:  to  trial,'  was  filled  with  surprise  and  iridig* 
na£ii)n  when' the  ndbleman  declared  before  the  court 
ihat  I  Was  the  robber.     I  instantly  Hsaw  that  he 
wished  to  .s^crifite  me  to  his  own  dastardly  fearfif, 
jconduidlng;  np  doubts  that  my  deaf h  wauM  ensilu-e 
Jhis  future  safely.    My  feelings  also  revolted  against 
the  absurd,  partial,  and  cruel  forms  6£  the  court ; 
.axxi  I  noticed  the  sentence:  of  liQr  condemnation 
joiily  by  a  hsiok  of  the  most.inefiable  contempt    I 
jdetertnined  to  meet  my  fate  wiA  ihe  spirit  of  a 
afaan:;  :but  from  some  cHt;iim&tancei>  which  I  hai 
observed,  T  entertained- strong  hopes  of  eso^ing, 
-which  I  effected  the  night  previous  to  the  time 
ifixed  for  my  executioh;  ^  '  -  /        ^   . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


**On  again  breathiBg  the;free  ait  of  heaven,  I  dick 
iot,  as  might  be  supposed,  fly  to  a  distant  quarteili 
!No — my  desire  of  revenge  ab$orb^d  every  o Aef 
Gonsideration,  and  I  hid  myself  duriftg  the  day  in  ai 
tbick  hedge  fofmed  of  the  Indian  fig.  At  night  I 
semoved  in^to  a  grove  of  orange  and  lemon  tiie^s  ad-N 
joining  my  pessecutor's  house.  Here  I  sauntered 
for  several. days,  subsisting  on  fri|it,  without  feeling 
uny  relaxation  from  my  purposes  of  Vengemic^.  I 
considered  all  mankind  as  bad  and  my  enemies,  of 
ivhich  he  was  the  worst  1  cared  not  for  life ;  pud 
had  I  seen  laam,  his  destruction  would  have  been  at-; 
tempted,  though  be  were  sUi^Qunded  by  an  host  o£ 
armed  pix>tectorsv 

"  Oft  the  seventh  dfty  of  my  i^atch,  I  he^d.  twQ 
domestics  conversing,  frofn  whick  I  gather^  th^^ 
their  master  had  gone  to.  a/  d^tant  part  on  somQ 
aflfairs  of  state.  On  understanding  that  my  victim 
had  escaped,  I  grew  furious,  and  formed  the  design^ 
of  settirig  fire  to  his  house,  and,  if  possible,  of  pre- 
venting any  of  its  inmates  from  escaping.  I  waited 
impatiently  until  I  saw  the  lights  extinguished  at 
night :  I  then  approached  the  house  armed  only 
with  a  knife,  and  easily  gained  admitt^ce  by  a  low 
Tvindpw  which  had  been  left  open  probably  for  the 
purposes  of  ventiJlation«'  The  moois^  shoi^e  dear, 
and  I  traversed  different  apartments  with  the  ut- 
most caution*  My  principal  object  was,  to  procure 
a  light;  and  there  being  no iire  in  the  stoves,  I  de- 
termined to  strike  one  with  the  flint  of  a  gun  or 
pistol :  but  I  could  discover  neither.  On  entering 
one  room,  I  perceived  a.  lady's  toilet,  and.  the 
thought  noW  sttuck  me  of  saving  some  jewels  for 
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my  own  VL$e.  With  di^cniltf  t  foiPeeil  ^n  a 
diuwer,  and  found  some  diamonds  and  gold  tite^ 
kete,  which  I  took:  In  passing  alcmg  a  galkfy^  i 
discovered  a  glimmering  light  in  a  distant  apatt-^ 
ment.  I  approached  it,  and  found  an  elegant 
chamber,  with  a  bed/ )n  which  lay  f  yoni^  w<»niia^' 
asleep,  with  a  beautiful  infant  in  costly  nights 
doaths  by  her  side.  I  imrnediately  ci^nduded  thafr 
this  was  the  child  of  my  cruel  and  false  p^isedutoi^ 
and  its  nurse,  and  I  raised  my  knife  in  order  ix^  in-> 
ffict  death  on  the  dariing  of  a  man  who  had  at«^ 
tempted  my  life  in  so  ignominious  i^inMntt^  btit 
on  a  sudden  *it  occurred  to  me,  that  I  nrfght  iqffiefi 
a  more  lasting  misery  on  my  enemy  by  obHYeyib^ 
the  child  away  undiscorered.  All  thoughts  of 
firing  the  house  now  vaniidbed,  and  I  gently  raised 
up  the  sleeping  babe,  asid  cautiously  left  the  house,^ 


*  This  crnel  robbery  reminds  us  of  the  icSlowmg  beautiful  bal- 
lad^ called  ''The  Gipsy  Wanderer/'  said  to  be  founded  on  a  real 
fk;eurrenc6:— * 

'Twas  night,  and  the  former  his  fireside  nmr^ 

O'er  a  pipe  quaff 'd  his  ale  stout  and  old; 
The  hinds  were  in  bed^  when  a  voice  struck  his  ear^ 
"Let  m6  in,  I  beseech  you !"  just  so  ran  the  pray'r— 

''Let  me  in  \ — I  am  dying  with  cold  I" 

To  his  servant  the  farmer  cried,  "  Sue,  move  thy  fee%. 

Admit  the  poor  wretch  from  the  storm ; 
For  our  chimney  will  not  lose  a  jot  of  its  heat, 
Althoi^h  the  night  wand'rer  may  there  find  a  seat> 

And  beside  our  wood  embers  grow  warm." 

At  that  instant  a  Gipsy  girl,  humUe  in  pace/ 
Bent  before  him  Ms  pity  to  crave : 
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-^  I  imrelled  willi  the  utoqmf  spaed  all  night  in  ft 
lKirth«e8st  directicm,  and  about  break  of  da/  L 
dknbed  and  took  shelter  in  the  side  of  a  rocky 
mountain.  The  diild  appeared  about  ten  or  eleven 
xtKHGiths  old:  it  was  exceedingly  beautiful^  and  its. 
innoetnt  smiles  began  to  revive  in  my  breast  those 
fedings  of  humanity  winch  I  had  for  some  time  sa 
obafcumtely  repressed*  Next  night  I  again  set  oS^ 
and  walked  over  one  of  the  extensive^  rich,  and  ^y. 
heaths  of  Portugal,  occasionally  plucking  berriet: 
for  our  subsistence.  I  had  no  money ;  I  dunst  nott 
oiBsr  my  jewels  for  sale;  to  procure  a  vessel  wet 
almost  impracticable ;  and  I  saw  no  mode  of  escapci 
but  by  entering  ^lain,  and  begging  my  vTay  intOi 
Fianoe,  for  the  love  of  Saint  Anthony,  Saint  FraiM 

ifle>  starting,,  exddiin'4,  ^' Wfefa^d  I^d,  quit  tbiii  ^liicel 
;  A  pKt^t'n  curse  ligbt  on  the  wb^  Gipsj  ratei 
They  have  how'd  me  ahnost  to  the  grar^  I" 

;^      '^Ctood  sir,  aA  onr  tribe  pass'd  the  church-yard  belorT, 

I  Just  paas'd  the  tuft  graves  to  sarrey  :— 
\  fancied  the  spot  where  my  mother  lies  low. 
When  Boddenly  came  on  a  thick  fall  of  snow,-^ 

And  I  know  not  a  step  of  my  way." 

''  This  is  eraft !"  cried  the  fanner,  ''  if  I  jttdge  anght» 

I  suspect  thy  cars'd  gsgag  may  be  near : 
Thon  would'st  open  the  doors  to  the  ruffians  of  night ; 
Thy  eyes  o'er,  the  plunder  now  rove  with  delight^ 

And  on  me  with  sly  treachery  leer !" 

With  a  shHek  on  the  floor  the  jroung  Gipsy  girl  Ml;.  , 

*'  Help !"  cried  Susan>  **  your  child  to  uprear  I 
Your  long-stolen  child ! — she  remembers  you  well, 
And  ifte  terrors  and  j^ye  in  h^  besom  ^^hich  sweU  . 
Are  Io0  w^tiy  fer  natiure  to  bear  r 
£  a 
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ds,  or  the  Vir^  Mary.  Iti  the  moniing  I  cdtt> 
cealed  myself  in  an  extensive  vineyard,  but  wasr 
macfa  alarmed  lest  some  people  whom  I  observed  at 
a  distance  should  hear  the  occa^onal  cries  of  my^ 
kifant.  Oit  the  thkd  night  I  travelled  hard^ .  but 
eould  hot  reach  ah  extensive  forest  which  I  saw" 
before  tne  until  an  hour  after  the  rising  of  the  sunJ^ 
Shortly  tffter  I  had  entered  this  gloomy  plaee^  a^ 
violent^  stovm  of  thunder  and  lightning'  came  bn^ 
accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain,  and  I  was  compel- 
led to  advance  further  into  the  forest,  to  seek  aT 
more  elevated  and  better:  sheltered' spot  to  repose 
in.  While  forcing  my  way  through  Ae  thick  un-* 
derwood^  a  fierce,  hairy,  and  tall  figure  started  up 
before  me,^  Ivith  pistols  suspended  from  his  bellv  and^ 
a  musket  in-  his-  left  hand,^  while  with  his  right  he' 
slowly  drew  a  dagger  from  his  breast  I  ey^ed:  him' 
fearlessly,  while  h^  strode  towards  me,  and  in  a 
jpough  voice  demanded  who  I  was,  I  answered  re- 
solutely^. *  A  man  and  an  enemy  to  tyrants:  but 
who  are  you  2^  The  sirangoV' relaxed  iato  some- 
thing like  a  smile,  and  put  up  his  daggen  I  then- 
without  hesitation  craved  his  protection,  telling'hint 
my  whole  story  without  evasion,  only  concealing" 
the  c^cunastance  of  the  jewels.  This  decided  my 
fate,  for  this  man  was  the  captain  of  a  powerfuF 
gang  or  proscribed  Gipsies,  who  inhabited  the* 
mountains  of  Guadarama,  but  occasionally  entered* 
the  lower  countries  for  the  purposes  of  plundering 
er  smuggling*    The'  nobleman  who  had. Brought 

*  The  manners^  and'personiB  of  the  red  Gipsies  cktrrljr  demote  axi^ 
AiBiatic  nomadic  origin;  but^  as  was  before  observed/  thej^are  now 
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uae  into  such  jeopardy  was  their  most  mveterate 
enemy,  and,  when  in  the  ministry,  had  been  the: 
means  of  extirpating  whde  families  x)f  Gipsks.  I 
was  therefore  presented  as  a  brother ^o  a  part  of  his 
followers  who  were  bivouacking  in  the  forest,  and 
by  whom  I  was  hailed  with  joy  for  the  daring  ex-. 
ploit  I  had  achieved.  On  returning  to  head  .qnw-i 
ters,  I  accompanied  them,  and  one  of  iheir  wom^fij 
tenderly  iiursed  my  adopted  daugliter*         , 

^^  After  spending  two  years  with  this  xvild  but 
geneax)us  people,  my  friend  and  leader  procured  me 
a  passage  to  Englcuid  in  a  smuggling 'vessd  which 
traded  between  Satandee  and  Guernsey ;  and  I  tr^ 
veiled  to  the  coast  through  all  the  north  of  Spain^ 
uiider  the  protection  of  a  faithful  Gipsy.    It  was  im 


much  intermixed  with  other  vagabonds.  In  Spain -und  .Portugal 
tliey  seem  to  have  been  Joined  by  a  greet  number  of  the  persecuted* 
Moors.  So  early  as  the  conclusion  of  the  fifteenth  century/  an 
^cC  was  issued^  banishing  them  aU/rom^the  oonntiy.  Charles !K» 
and  Philip  II.  were.obljged  to  expei  them  afresh.  Dr.  Sancho  d^ 
Moncada^  profes^r  of  diviyiity  at  To^edo^  upCiwtook  to  prove  .that 
y  the  king  had  a  right  to  cause  the  Gipsies  to  be  seized  and  put  to 
dc^th^^cause  they  were  vagabonds^  ath^sts^  sorcerers^  and  famous 
robbers;  and  because  their  women^  by  dancing,  singing,  and  lewd. 
Kords  aosd  gestures^  brougHt  l&e  souls  of  his  majesty^a  subjects  into 
the  greatest  danger!"  In«1783,  Charles  III.  allowed  i;hem  9Q 
days  to  seUle  in  a  permanent  abode.  It  appears  that,  many  en- 
tered into  the  army^  but  afterwards  deserted^  or  turned  simi^lersl 
For^this  reason  Charles  IV.  in  '1795  issued  an  ordinance  in  whicli 
the  Gipsies  were  allowed  90  days  4»  return  to  4lie  colours  which 
they  had  forsaken.  DfOring  the  late  contest  in  Spain^  these  peo* 
ple^  in  conjunction  with  other  outlaws,  under  the  general  name  of 
Guerillaa,  opposed  the  French  with  the,  greatest  spirit^  courage^ 
snd  success.  The  Spanish  Gipties  are  estimated  by  Mr.  Twiss  to 
^fi^Mwot  to  40^000.  ' 
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consequence  of  the  recommendations  I  carried  from 
my  brave  leader  lliat  I  became  chief  of  this  tribe ; 
for  I  despised  the  degrading  meanness  of  exhibiting 
in  what  is  termed  polished  society,  and  revered  ibe 
indomitable  pride  and  unconquerable  independence 
^  the  Gipsy  charaicter,  whose  society  and  whose  in. 
terests  I  will  never  desert 

''My  chief  amusement  and  delight  was  the  in- 
struction of  my  dear  little  Mary;  nor  did  I  ever 
Venture  to  lose  sight  of  her,  except  at  one  period, 
when  I  was  obliged  to  place  her  in  a  proper  sitaa« 
tion  for  learning  those  arts  pecmliar  to  her  sex. 
Her  mother's  jewels  I  converted  into  money,  which 
I  have  carefully  preserved^  I  have  been  to  her  a 
kind  and  indulgei^  porent^and  at  my  death  she 
would  have  found  credentials  in  proof  of  her  rela- 
tionship to  her  own  &mily ;  and  had  she  been  re* 
jected  by  them,  she  possessed  the  means  of  main- 
taining her  own  independence.  I  have  now  related 
aU  timt  concerns  youc  dieparted  wife;  but  not,  as  I 
bfefor^  dbserved^  from  motives  <tf  fear,  or  because 
your  menaces  havb  intimidated  taie.  No,  no  I  Be- 
gone,  ^nd  execute  your  plans  of  gratitude  and  of 
justice*'' 

Allan  felt  astonished  and  bewildered  with  this 
strange  relation ;  while  the  haughty,  imposing,  and 
daring  deportment  of  the  diief  re-inspired  him  with 
aentiments  of  respect  for  his  courage  and  mi$far« 
tnnes.  But  the  old  man  did  not  suffer  him  to  re* 
covar  his  self-possession ;  for,  rising  in  haste,  he 
thrust  a  purse  into  Allan's  hand,  toying,  ^There- 
take  that  money:  it  will  bear. your  expenses  to  a 
distant. quarter;  mid,  as  you  vali\e  your  own  aaf^fcy^ 
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mf^T  again  approach  xae.    Thiougli  your  moans  I 
htkve  lost  my  bekyvjed  Maoy,  and  liave  never  known 
happiness  since  you  appeared  amongst  us/'    Then 
pointing  to  the  tent  door^  AUan  rose,  horned^  ta^, 
depifftod  Without  ofifering  to  nsfplj^  l  i 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

gagemedt— Moorish  Curiosity- -lavitatioti  to  Tetuan~-Reception— Treatmtni 

OlN^  examining  the  oofltmts  -of  the  purse,  Allan 
{JE^nd  that  it  coiftsdned  twenty  guineas;  He  im- 
mediately paeked  up  his  doaths  and  musical  instru- 
ignents,  and  took  lea^e  of  his  friends,  hy  whom  he 
1W8S  much  ^respected;  He  tihen  travel!^  dhrect  to 
Lx^fidon,  Where  lie  arrived  without  soiy  particular 
€»ecun^noe. 

Through  the  medium  of  an  acquaintance;  a  most 
tespMtable  musidan,  AUan  procured  an  engage* 
nent  to  play  on  the  hautboy  at  a  place  of  pubHc 
innusement,  fw  which  he  recdved  a  liberal  saiaryl 
Whenever  an  oppcMliumty  occurred,  he  introduced 
the  small  pipes;  wh%h  sooii  brought  him  into  no. 
tice,  and  procured  him  engagements  to  many  re« 
Irpectable  parties:  But  when  he  found  fortune 
within  his  reach,  he  "*  again  began  to  despise  her« 
Me  bebame  idle,  iroin,  mid  careless;  associated  with 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


326  t.rt^»  OF 

# 
abandoned  characters,  and  neglected  to  attend  hi^^ 
duty:.    The  consequence*  of  his  foUy  was  the  loss  ot 
liis  ntu^tion,   whilst  his  shabby  appearance  pre- 
veate^  Mm  from  appearing  before  decent  company. 
In  this  reduced  and  4e6^sed  situation,  he  was  com-> 
pelled  to  frequent  houses  of  ill  fame  and  night  cel- 
lars, and  play  to  the  very  dregs  of  society,  in  order 
to  prowre  food.    At  last  a  circumstance  occurred 
ithat  obliged  him  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  from 
the  metropolis,  the  particulars  of  which'  be  related 
nearly  as  follows : — 

**  I  was  going  kte  one  night  to  a  place  near  Tem* 
pie-bar,  when  I  was  overtaken  by  a  young  man 
whom  I  was  slightly  acquainted  with,  haying  seerf 
'him  twice  or  thrice  at  a  .place  of  bad  repute.  It 
rained  hard,  and  we  walked  sharply  on  together  for 
near  a  mile^  when  we  met  aai>  ddt  gentleman.  My" 
compamon^  without  hesitation^  and  to' my  great, 
a^toni^menty  pulled  put  a  short  stick  wlueb  he  car.- 
q^d  beneath  his  poat^  and  which  I  had  not  before 
perceived*  ^and  knocked  t^  old  man  down,  and- 
then  rifled  bis  pockets  of  money  and  his  gold  watch« 
He  instantly  made  off;  but  in  his  hurry  to  escape, 
he  let  the  watch  fall  on  the  pavement,  which  I 
picked  up  with  the  design  of  resuming  it  to  the 
owner  !  ^ut  hearing  footsteps  approaching,  it  struck 
jne  that  if  I  was  fouiid  near  the  s^%  I  might  be 
implicated  in  the  robbery;  and  in  flying  from  the 
threatened  dan^r,  I  forgot  to  leave  the  watch  hehindr 
mer  :     . 

.  AUan  hastened  to  his  lodgings,  packed  up  bis 
scanty  wardrobe,  and  set  off,  with  the  ii^temtion  of 
:fl^il|g  imioedifitely  ii^to  the  ^untry;but  as  th* 

*  ? 
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idgiit  wai  excessively  stormy,  and. the  rain  fii]Ik^> 
in  torrents,  he  went  to  Wapping,.  and  :took  refuge 
in  the  house  of  a  shoe^maker  belonging  to  Long^ 
ftamlington.  He  apologizedv  for  hi»  untimdy  in-^ 
tiruid^^'  and  told  a  plausible  tale  of  the  uiifoFt^ate 
affair  that  had  occurred,  which^  the  unsuspecting^ 
Northumbrian  believed,^  ahd^  pitying  the  mis£or-» 
tunes  of  his  old  aequaintaace,'  {irocared  him  refresh^ 
xnents,  and  disturbed  his. whdlefalnily^fkiordear  to 
fnrmshjbxcn  VGtith.^bed^    >./.        ^    ':  .; 

t  ^I^ext  day  Allan  pjr evsdbsd .  on  M&  \  boat '  td  go?  ^tsk 
Hie  q^uarier  where  t]^«^oIAe^>.'vv^as  conninitted^  and 
to  eixter  sonia  oi  the  puUic  houses  k^09mi%;  dii 
ctfdk'  to  Izsteikto  the  coaveraatkin^  oj^  the  oampany/ 
by  which  it  might  belascertait^jriirhetheFlJie  aSEedir 
hadtranqnrod^  r   ;   -     y     ^    .    n»  !:    ?  >  r 

•  After  ah  absence  .of  thred  hours,  poor  CriSpiri 
returned,  and^  with  a. woeful  ccmntenance,  infertned 
Allaxi  that  die  robheiry  ^  was  the  theix^  tof  conversai*^ 
tion  in  jwery  company^  arid  that  the  person  whoria 
hs  mentioh(^.  had  been  takeit  into  eiuitody  at  a 
banking  k>use,  where  be.  had  attempted  to  get  a 
forty  pound  Wll  cashed  early  in  the  mcnrnii^.  He 
dso^  stated  that  th&^6bber  had  confessed  he  had  an 
iEtccompliee,  whom  the  officers  were  id  search  o§ 
having  received  an  exact  account  of  his  dresl^^  ap^ 
pearance,  and  profession*  After  a  ishaxt  piacKie,v  th^ 
ibonest  shoe-maker  said,  ^^But,  Jamie,  do  not  fai 
wieasy,  though  a  handfiome  re-ward  be  offered  for 
apprehending  yon ;.  for  I  would  not  turn  informer 
Jos^all  the  gold  in  England.  If  you  had  been  iniio- 
Jceht,  yoa  should  have  hadjshelter  under  niyxoof  In 
Jong  as  you  pleased;  but  as  liam  bonvinided  of  th* 

> 

•  ^  ,  Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


SSS  LIFE  OF 

^ot^bnary^  as  mm  as  night  sets  in  yoa  mast  be  gofir 
and  provide; for  yoor  own  safety ;  for  if  I  should  br: 
found  harbouring  a  thief,  I  and  my  fam^y  w6til£ 
be  for  ever  disgraced,  which  I  will  avoid  if  posdWe.** 
AUan  cleariy  saw  hi&  danger,  and  the  difficidty  oB 
eKsaping'  the  gallowa.  However^  his  experienoft 
bad  taught  huh  to  avoid  the  infatuation  oi  those 
who  hover  round  the  spot  where  they  commit 
cnm^  until  detected;  and  he  resolved  to  fly  to 
some  distant  part.  Accordingly^  having  tidcen 
leave  of  his  generous  host  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  he 
walked  eastward  at/a  quick  pace^  and!  at  day^^break 
fouQil  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames^  about 
twent^-Axre  miles  firom  London.  He  e±pe6ted  to 
get  into  the  north  of  England  by  some  cdlHeiv  from 
whence  he  would  proceed  to  a  remote  part  of  8eot4 
laiid*  Observing  a  krge  vessd  wdghing  ittk&or 
tad  preparing  for  sea>  he  enquired  of  a  waterman 
to  what  port  i^e  was  bound,  and  was  informed  that 
she  was  the  Severn^  Captedn  Newton,  loaded  witb 
stores  for  the  garrisc»i  of  Gibraltar^  He  was  pos^ 
sessed  but  of  a  few  pence,  and  these  heJmmediatdjr 
gave  to  his  informant  to  put  him  oh  l)oard«  On 
gaining  the  deck,  he. advanced  to  the  eaptain»  with 
whom  he  be^ed  a  private  interview,  as  he  had 
something  oi  importance  to  cl>mmanicate.  When 
they  had  leacbed  the  cabin,  AHan  brkfly  related 
how  he  had,,  on  the  preceding  evenings  in  company 
with  a  few  choice  bloods,  met  With  a  rich,  youii^ 
ooxeombical  fellow  at  a  place  of  fashionalde  resort^ 
whom  he  had,  in  a  drunken  froMc^  assisted  to  du^ 
at  a  pomp)  until  the  puny  spairVs  recovery  had 
liMxune  doubtful;  that  his  friends  had  proeored  * 

\ 
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>8irant  against  Hm  and  the  othei*  gentleman  con:> 
eemed ;  but  he  had  escaped  in  the  shdbby  disguise 
he  then  wore,  and  thought  it?f)rudent  to*  take  a  trip. 
to  sea  until  this  unpleasant  affair  had  blown  oven 
He  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had  inadvert- 
ently omitted  to  provide  himself  with  cash ;  but/^he 
fortunately  had  his  watch,  an  excellent  gold  re- 
peater, which  he  would  give  him  for  his  passage  to 
Gibraltar^  where  he  would  receive  remittances  from 
home;  and  that  as  he  loved  to  see  life  in  every 
situaticui,  he%was  agreeable  to  put  up  with  the  ac- 
commodation t)f  the^half-deck,  provided  hehad^tiot 
roomdR  itfae  cabin. 

The  captain  listened  to  Allan'is  story  with  an  air 
of  incredulous  contempt ;  bat  when  the  watch  was 
shewn,  he  at  once  seemed  anxious  to  possess  it,  and 
pretended  to  eiedit  the  tale  he  had  heard,'  but  said 
that  he  made  it  an  invariable  rule  not  to  admit  pas- 
sengers into  the  cabin.  Locking  up  the  watch,  he 
returned  upon  deck,  and  left  Allan  to  shift  fcr 
himself  amongst  the  sailors. 

Allan  was  glad  'that  he  iiad  succeeded  m  this 
very  dangerous  attempt,  and  was  permitted  to  stay 
on  board;  *for  had  the  captain's  desire  to  possess  the 
viduable  watch  not  outw:eighed  his  principles  of  ho- 
nour-and  honesty,  he  might  have  been  ^consigned  to 
the  care  of  the  officers  of  justice.  He  now  mingled 
amon^t  the  seamen,  aiid^  by  his  numerous  jokes 
and  gross  anecdotes,  soon  became  a. great  favourite,  ' 
and  found  his  situation  not  uwomfortable. 
r  Being  obliged  to  cast  anchor  in  the  Channel,  in 
consequence  of  contrary  winds,  the  sailors,  for  wani 
<rf  other  employment^  gathered  round  a  rough,  face^ 

2  T 
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tiDus  old  son  of  Neptune^  to  hear  him  tell  his  queer 
legendary  tales  of  wonder.  Allan,  in  the  .mean 
tithe,  stole  into  a  comer  of  the  half-deck,  and  buc- 
kling on  his  pipes,  struck  up,  "  The  Campbells  are 
coming'^  ahoT  The  captain,  who  was  extremely 
proud  and  reserved,  came  out  of  the  cabin  when  he 
heard  the  sound  of  the  pipes,  and  condescended  to 
ask  one  of  the  seamen  from  whence  the  music  pro- 
ceeded. Honest  Jack  bluntly  answered,  *.*Frpm 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  I  believe,  your  honour;  for 
you  may  plainly  hear  these  are  no. earthly  sounds. 
I  wish,  for  my  part,  it  may  be,  for  our  good ;  for 
my  old  shipmate,  honest  Tom  Driver,  heard  jnusic 
on  board  of  the  Experiment  the  .day  before  she 
went  to  the  bottom,  and  aU  hands  except  himself 
perished."  The  old  cook,  who  was  just  in  the 
middle  of  the  surprising  tale  of  "The  Seven  Brazen 
Castles,'*  was  no  longer  regarded;  and  the  whole 
crew  stood  staring  at  each  other  with  astonishment^ 
until,  having  ascertained  from*  whence  the  sound 
proceeded,  the  musician  was  invited  above^  when 
the  merry  tai^  danced  till  worn  out  with  fatigue.. 

Jn  the  evening,  the  captain,  who  was  a  musical 
amateur,  sent  for  Allan,  and  addressed  him  thus  :««?- 
**  I  am  sorry  for  the  apparent  neglect  I  have  sheim 
you ;  but  the  ship's  accounts  haVe  so  fully  ioceupied 
iny  attention,  that  I  have  not  had  a  moment  at  my 
fewn  disposal  since  you  came  on  board.  This  busi^ 
ness  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  I  shall  feel  )wppy 
in  occasicHially  enjoying  your  compkny  in  the >cabin« 
I  am  fond  of  music,  and  can  perform  a  little  myself, 
so  that  we  shall  spend  Our  time  agreeably\»"  AUan 
could  not  be  imposed  upon  by  suqh  shallow  pre* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALLAN.  331 

tenceis;  but  he  saw  the  propriety  of  appe^ng 
humble  and  thankful,  and^  wsls  next  day  presented 
with  three  shirts  and  some  Other  articles  which  he 
Wanted  nitichl  Hiis  situation  was  now  much  iini- 
provsed^  iand  Tie  *ate  at  the  captain's  table»  witfc 
wliobi  he  apparently  be^^alme  k  favourite.  After  a 
lon^9  though  ^  not  an  tmpleasant  passage,  the  vessel 
arrived  at  GibraltaSr,  :    >  .  > 

"Allan  had  succeeded  so  efffectualiy  in  gaining 
Captaii)  Newton's  esteem,  that  when  the  vessel 
<5aftne  within  si^ht  of  the  Straits,  he  told  him  that 
he  had  been  so  pleased  with  his  music  arid  his  c6m^> 
jMbliyj'  that  he  was  sorry  they  should  part  so  soon ; 
but  that  when  he  had  delivered  his  stores,  he  in- 
tended to  proceed  on  a  trading  voyage  up  the  Me- 
diterrahean,  and  ishould  be  glad  if  he  would  accom*- 
panyhim;  adding,  that  by  the  time  he  returned  to 
England,  it  was  probable  the  awkward  a£^  he  had 
been  engaged  in  would  be  forgotten. 

This  invitation  was  particularly  agreeable  to  Al- 
lan, and  what  he  had  ardently  wished  for.  Indeed, 
he  knew  that  if  he  was  turned  ashore,  he  could 
have  little  chahce  of  procuring  subsistence  without 
enlisting  into  some  of  the  regiments  in  the  garrison, 
from  which  an  escape  would  be  no  easy  task.  He 
therefore,  after  proper  hesitations  and  scruples^ 
agreed^  to  accept  the  captain's  kind  offer. 

Allan's  superior  skill  in  pipe  music  was  soon 
known  to  the  principal  officers  in  the  garrison,  from 
whom  he  received  many  invitations  to  attend-^oth 
at  private  and  at  public  parties.  But  he  knew  that 
vanity  was  the  chief  foible  of  his  captain,  on  whom 
he  wa*s  so  immediately  dependant;  and  he  there- 
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£Dre,.  with  his  charaeteristie  policy,  preteAded  that 
he  jwas  engaged  for  his  amusement,  and  could  not 
leave  the  ship  without  his*  permission.  The  csards 
which  the  captain  received  on  this  subject  delighted 
kim  exceedingly,  and,  notwithstanding  ^his  usual 
good  sense,  often  induced  him  to  assume  airs  lof  im^ 
portanoe.  Whenever  he  had  friends  on  board  t9 
dinner,  Allan  positively  refused  to.  go  on  shore; 
nor  would  he  venture  to  play  a  tune  to :  his  old 
messmates  in  the  half-deck  until  leave  was  granted. 
&n  the^  other  hand,  he  was  treated  with  great  iiv- 
dulgence  by  the  captain ;  but  the  money  he  te- 
cdved  from  parties  on  shore  was  all  ,$pent  in  riot 
and:  debauchery..  • 

The  captain  had  many  valuable  and  curious  art^» 
des  of  merchandise  on  board,  for  sale  on  his  own 
account;  and  several  merchants,  from  the  Barbary 
coast  came'  on  board  to  traffic  with  him.  €>n  one 
occasion,  three,  reispectable  merchants  belonging  to 
Tetuan^  joined  in  making  some  considerable  pur-^ 


*  Tetuan  is  built  on  the  declivity  oFa  rocky  BillJ  at  the  moutK 
of  the  Straits^  and  is  surrounded  by  a  wall'  of  mud  and  water. 
The  castle  is  strong',  square^  and  flanked  with  towers.  The  garri- 
son  co^sist8  of  1500  men ;  that  is^  1100  infantry-  and  400  cavakjr. 
Tetuan  is  the  chief  Mahometan  port^  and  the  people  are  parti<ni-* 
larly  friendly  to  the-  English.  Hie  houses^  in  general^'  are  white- 
washed both  within  and  without.  The  pftlace  of  the  bashaw  in 
the  city^  and  his  villa  at  about  two  miKs  distance^  are  magnificent, 
structured;  and  the  mosques  are  elegant.  The  santons^  or  monksy 
have  about  twelve  cloisters^  which  are  places  of  refuge  for. all. cri-* 
minala,  except  those  for  treason.  The  Jews  are  about  5000  in 
number^  and  have  seven  synagc^ues.  AH  the  inhabitants  visit 
each  other  over  the  tops  of  the  houses^  which  are  flat  roofed^  as  is 
the  custom  in  Algiew  and  othec  pairts  of  Barbary.    The  prospect^ 
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^ases»  and  afterwards  were  detained  to  dinneir. 
When  the  dessert  was  sent  in,  Allan,  according  to 
custom,  struck  up  a  tune  in  the  steerage.  The 
strangers  were  surprised  at  the  novelty  of  the 
sounds,  and  requested  to  see  the  performer.  They 
e?£ainined  his  instrument  with  uncommon  attention, 
^d,  after  hearing  one  or  two  tunes,  dismissed  him 
with  a  handsome  present. 

The  oldest  and  most  respectable  of  these  mer- 
chants had  resided  long  at  Tetuan,  where  he  was 
much  beloved  for  his  humanity  and  munificence^ 
He  was  particularly  intimate  with  the  bashaw  who 
governed  the  city,  and  whom,  on  the  day  after  his 
return,  he  amused  by  describing  the  strange  newly- 
invented  musical  instrument  that  he  had  seen  and 
heard  on  board  the  English  ship.  The  bashaw  hap^ 
pened  to  be  a  very  curious  and  well-informed  man 
(qualities  not  common  amongst  the  Moorish  people 
of  rank)>  and  expressed  a  great  desire  to  underi^tand 
the  principles  of  this  new  and  excellent  instrument, 
as  the  merchant  termed  it ;  and  the  latter,  anxious 
to  gratify  hinii,  volunteered  his  services  to  bring  the 
musician  to  Tetuan. 

On  the  day  following,  the  merchant  came  on 
board,  and  begged  the  captain's  acceptance  of  a  pre- 
sent from  .the  bashaw,  and  his  consent  to  permit  his^ 
musician  to  accompany  him  back  to  Tetuan  for  a 
few  days.  The  captain  immediately  sent  a  messen- 
ger for  Allan,  who  was  then  on  shore,  and»  when 


eitlier  towards  tbe  sea  or  land  side>  is  very  noble ;  tlie  circumja- 
cent country  being  exceedingly  fertile,  and  finely  interspersed  wiA 
mrAattia,  gardens,  lawns,  villas,  groyes>  &c. 
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he  arrived  and  entered  the  cabin,  took  hun  aside 
and  informed  him  of  his  friehd  the  merehant?€^  er- 
rand, and  warmly  recommended  him  to  obey  the 
summons..  But  this  was  unnecessiary,  for  Allan  fdft 
delighted  at  •  the  circumstance,  as  it'  gratifiied'  hid 
desire  to  see  strange  places,  flattelred  "his  vanit^;  and 
promised  to  be  profitable';  but  wheh  the  mef'chant 
proposed  to  leave  a  hostage  for  Ws  safe' rfetiirt,  he 
haughtily  observed,  "If  the  Moor  shottlJ  be  so  in- 
clined, he  will  find  it  a  more  difficult  fesk  to  detaitt 
a  Northumberland  piper  than  a  thousand  c^  his 
slaves/' 

In  order  that  he  might  make  a  respectable  ap- 
pearance before  the  bashaw^  the  captain  funushed 
him  with  a  gay  suit  of  his  own  doaths,  for  wUch 
he  promised  to  pay  on  his  return;  When  lie  ap- 
peared upon  deck,  the  sailors  were  struck  at  fiis 
improved  appearance,  and  congratulated  him  on  b!^ 
good  fortune.  During  the  passiage,  he  made  seve- 
ral enquiries  of  the  merchant,  who  spoke  tolerably 
good  English,  respecting  the  state  of  inusic  in  M<i- 
rocco,  but  could  obtain  ho  satisfacCoi^  informatii^ii. 

On  landing  from  the  boat,  Aflan  found  a  immbier 
of  slaves  who  hiad  been  waiting  thleir  arrival,  one  of 
whotn  beckoned  him  to  mount  a  tall,'  beautiful  asii, 
which  was  held  by  a  slave;  but  he  stood  looking ' 
^ith  surprise  on  the  6t^tely  and  noble  animal,  and 
contrasting  its  size,  its  glossy  skin;  finely  propor- 
tioned head,  and  lively  eyes,  wfth  the  battered, 
dull,  and  stupid  asses  he  had  been  familiar  with  in 
England.  It  had  a  handsome  kind  of  pack-saddle 
and  a.  beautifully  ornamented  bridle  i  but  the  slave 
interrup1!&d  his  observations  by  repeating  his  ttgns 
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^:caoi(nt  the  animal,  which  Allan  c^msidecid  wiab& 
^ae  by  way  of  mockery,  untU  the  merch£^it>;  who 
had  b^n  giving  directions  respecting  the  Isuading.  of 
^mke  ]gop^,  observing  his  hesitation,  came  u|>^  •and 
4?sired,,hinj;  t9  mount  tfee.  animal,  and  submit  to 
the  d|re5ti()ns  and  guidance  of  the  basha^w's;  slaves. 
He, therefore  subin,itted,  ^nd,  when  seated  on  the 
»5p,:^Uj|ned  all  the  dignity  whicl^  he  <%moeiy^d 
^W}h  d]3ti}>g]|ashed  honoujrs:  required*     Qtie  *lftye 
Ie4  th^.a^inud,  ^nd  two  others  preceded  :witfa^  loi^ 
sieves,,  and  by  the  slightest  motion  kept  the  carowd, 
when  .pressing  forward,  ,at  a  convenient  distance, 
'yhe  Cftptain  had  told  him  that  the  Moors  would 
4^31  hipd  a  ^'Christian  dog,"  and  otherwiSfe  insult 
him,  which  he  was  directed  to  bear  with  pali^pce; 
but  nc^hing  of  this  kin4  occurred. 
<_Jndeed,..AUan  declared  that  he  paid  little  atten«. 
tion  to  external  objects  at  this  time,  his  mind  being 
fjgJ9iy  ^upjc^gd  in^^npeiying  the  sUrprii^e:  of  his 
•lSForthutnbfa^\40qiiftintai«5e^  iWe^pe  tlj^y.tojse^  hina 
^|t»;a  JVfeh0nifetai\  \toi$^ii'  in  s^h  ^rand  styles 
whjijle  ,h^  l^teraally  e^fmi^i/^,,  *^  Tq.be;  tr^spprtgj^ 
tft  ^Nojcthumbeiiand,  .wd  nWiched  thrpugji  Alnwick 
j^  :lUithbury  in  thisi  pr^ncfly  ^numn^r,;  1  Y^ould 
^Uji^gly  appear  in  rggs  fori  tW  ^e^t/O^  jg&yi^y^ 
Hpjijr. delightful  to  hsar.eygiy  one,  §xclaii|»,  j^'^his 
4Bannot  be  Jamje  AUaQ  the  piper  !'••  rl^hftta.tepe 
piptiireof  th^  natwftl  ^ea^lkiiieis  of  th^^  huipcu^  nii&d ! 
^   Haling  reiached  -the  ba^h^W'^s  p4a^9  Allan  disr 
mounted,  and  was  shewn  into  a  hapdsome,  <^qo\ 
apartment;  and  3h(Hrtly  after^   a  servant- entered 
ffith  his  dinner;  neajtty  disposed^  upon  a  tray.^  I^ 
4»;>iisisted  pfxlc^^  pigeons,  hashed  meat,  tuad  ib^ 
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most  delicious  fruits;  and  such  was  the  attentldii 
he  received,  that  another  servant  followed  with  a 
spoon,  knife,  and  fork,  instruments  not  used  by  the 
Mahonietans,  who  use  their  fingers  instead  of  them.- 
ShOTtly  after,  the  merchant  entered,  and  conducted 
Allan  into  another  chamber,  when  he  desired  him 
to  play  some  of  his  best  pieces,  as  the  bashaw  and 
several  visitors  of  distinction  were  in  the  adjoining 
room.  Here  he  played  and  exerted  his  utmost  skill 
to  please  his  hidden  auditors,  until  a  servant  entei^ 
and  spoke  to  the  merchant,  who  requested  him  to 
cease,  the  bashaw  being  at  present  satisfied^  He 
was  then  reconducted  to  his  former  apartment, 
where  he  was  shewn  a  kind  of  raised  wooden  pla# 
form,  covered  with  light  mattresses,  which  the  mer- 
chant told  him  was  his  bed,  observing  that  he  was 
greatly  honoured  in  being  permitted  to  sleep  in  the 
palace. 

Next  day  the  merchant  called  to  instruct  ABan 
how  to  behave  should  the  bashaw  honour  him  tnth 
an  audience.  Hiey  then  entered  into  a  general 
conversation;  and  in  speaking  of  Prance,  the  mer- 
chant observed  that  the  bashaw  understood  the  laa- 
guage  of  that  country,  which  he  had  learned  from  a 
French  lady  who  had  long  been  his  favourite  wife, 
and  that  he  had  procured  him  lit  Gibraltar  several 
books  written  in  that  langutage  on  the  military  art. 
Allan  was  pleased  at  this  communication,  as  he 
would  be  able  to  converse  with  the  Moor  without 
an  interpreter. 

V  In  the  aftem6on,  the  merchant  retnmed  in  appa* 
rent  baste,  and  luoused  Allan,  who,  weary  and 
solitary,  was  lying  slumiberin^  on  his  coach,  and 
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infonned  him  that  the  bashaw  requests  his  imme- 
diirte  attendance.  Allan  instantly  rose,  adjusted  his 
dress,  and  followed  the  merchant,  who  ushered  him 
hite  a  l^rge  superb  room,  used  on  festive  occ^ions. 
It  w.as  well  lighted  by  a  row  of  large  windows,  the 
ceiling  lofty  and  elegantly  ornamented,  and.  the 
walls  hung  with  rich  damasks  The  floor  was  eo* 
vered  with  rich  carpets,  except  the  centre,  which 
was. paved  with  marble  of  different  colours,  with  a 
jet  d'eau  in  the  middle.  .  The  bashaw  himself  was 
seated  cross-legged  on  a  magnifijcent  divan,  smoking 
with  a  fine  pipe  above  six  feet  long,  the  head  of 
which  rested  in  a  glass  vase  filled  with  watei:.j  ;He 
appeared  tall  and  about  forty  years  of  age,  bftd  re- 
gular and  pleasing  features,  in  vvhich  was  something 
of  the  Italiah  cast,  with  a  k^n,  dark,:  and  int^Ui- 
gent  eye.  Allan,  on  entering,  niade  his,  obeisancie 
as  directed  by  his  conductor,*,  and  then  ivalked 

.         i  . 

^  *  The:  e!i^teritial  manfiers  of  good  breeding  amdng  the  MaHpmet'* 
ans' entirely  differ  filoin  those  established  in  £iirope«  Thejttnco- 
Terti^g  of  the  head^  which  with  us  is  considered  as  the  expression 
of  reverence  and  respect^  is  ridiculed  or  reprpbated  among  them  as 
kh  act  of  folly^  or  as  in^cating  a  contempt  of  propriety  and  de- 
cency. Their  Usual  form  of  sdiitation  is  natural  and  gracefnL 
In.  greeting  an  equals  the  first  who  speaks  lays  his  rig|it  hand  on 
his'^eart^  and  pronounces  the  benediction  sanctified  by  the  arch- 
angel Raphael  in  his  address  to  Mahomet,  "  Salam  4,Uikum"  The 
peace  of  God  be  upon  thee ;  the  other  replies,  ''  Aleikum  essalam/' 
or, '  Wilh  thee  be  peace.  When  a  Mahometan  presients  himsdf 
'betoe'a  man  of  rank  and  dignity,  he  makes- a  pro£6uiiidiadinatiiln 
of  his  body ;  and  on  receiving  orders;  extends  the  iri]^  hand  fin^ 
towards  the  ground,'  and  then  raises  it  to  hia  head;:. sonifying  that 
lie  Will  pay  attention  to  ti^fit  hasibeen  8ai4  for  tk&titha&gmmiifi 
tk^e;  heathen,  puts  his  hand  tGF.hi^mouth>imeaDinj;  tfaftt its i^satf 
remain  secret^  and  not  go  out  there;  he  ultimately  puts  bif '  hoffA 
15  2  u  '  ^  - 
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aside  where  a  number  of  pages  wore  seated^  on  their 
hams  and  heels,  widi  their  hands  crossed  upon  their 
breasts.  Here  he  seated  himself  in  a  similar  man** 
ner,  while  the  merchant  was  honoured  with  a  seat 
on  the  divan,  ni^ar  a  military  officer  who  was  pre- 
sent. After  conversing  a  tittle,  the  bashaw  directed 
his  eyes  to  AUan ;  and  seeing  him  sitting  with  an 
uneasy  kind  of  awkwardness,  he  smiled,  and  spdce 
to  one  of  the  pages,  who  immediately  left  the  room, 
and  returned  with  a  low,  stuffed  stool,,  which  he 
signed  to  Allan  to  sit  ^pon.  Seeing  the  merchant 
give  a  nod  of  approbation,  he  gladly  obeyed,  as  he 
was  much  pained  by  the  constrained  position  he 
had  been  in. 

The  bashaw  in  French  desired  AUan  to  play  ar 
few  of  the  military  airs  most  esteemed  in  Engkuid^ 
He  listened  to  several  witii  profound  attention,  an^ 
then  requested  to  hear  some  of  those  favourite 
tunes  generally  played  at  seasons  of  mirth  and  jol- 
lity. After  hearing  foiir  or  five  lively  tunes,  he 
waved  hii  hand,  and  Allan  ceased  plajdng ;  whett 
being  invited  to  approach  thfe  divan,  the  bashaw 
took  hol|i  of  t}ie  pijpes,  which  he  examined  wit^ 
great  attention.  He  then  asked  AU^  whether 
music  was  inueh  practised  in  England,  whether 
greiit  riien  kept  bands  of  music  for  their  own  use, 

to  his  httat,  a|id  the  lop  cif  his.head^  tp  imprew  t)^  jdfi^.^  j^ 
feels  nfhat  Juu  been  emd,  and  with  kU  Ufi  vpiU  Msuferjifr  ihe  n»4* 
0Uian  of^  otder.  *(nie  .^  of  gftoi^  wd  e^tfsii^  ^jefiormn^ 
ivliich areo^mnum  to  tfa^^Mabom^tioid,  give  considera^ile digaitj 
to  this^ceremoiiioiis  expremm  of  Homage  or  driUtj;  mid  xta 
•flbcts  1^  farther  improTod  l^*  the  grandeur  (»t  thfijr  loaf  opd 
eauple  fl^rmeiits. 
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vaoA  whether  musicians  found  their  occupation  a 
inrofitaUe  one  On  being  informed*  in  reply  ta 
4Some  questions,  that  gentlemen  in  Europe  studied 
music  for  amusement,  and  that  both  gentlemen  and 
ladifM  of  rank  frequently  danced  together,  he  seemed 
imich  diverted,  and  speaking  in  his  native  tongue 
to  the  officer  and  merchant,  made  several  remarks 
that  seemed  to  amuse  them  exceedingly.  The  ba- 
iBhdW  then  addressed  Allan,  saying  that  he  would 
4etain  him  but  for  a  few  days,  and  that  he  should 
lame  any  comfort  he  required ;  and  if  he  wished  to 
«e  the  dty,  a  servant  should  attend  him* 

AJikfi  retired  highly  gratified  with  the  kindness 
and  ^ondescensimi  of  the  bashaw.  On  regaining 
his  chamber,  a  page  entered  and  j»resehted  him 
with  sweetmeats  and  the  most  excellent  coBee, 
though  Without  sugar  or  ncdlkj  he  had  ever  tasted. 
it  was  isefved  in  small  chinft  cups  K>y  the  page,  who 
waited  with  great  gravity  and  respect*  At  the 
.approach  of  evening,  the  sanie  page  entered,  and 
lieckoned  Allan  to  follow  Wm.  They  descended  a 
flight  of  stairs,  and  entered  a  beautiful  court,  paved 
ift  mosaic^  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  reservoir  of 
water,  surrounded  by .  gay,  sweet-scented  flowers. 
They  next  passed  through  a  spacious  hall,  lighted 
by  a  dome^  and  supported  by  elegant  pillars;  the 
whole  exhibiting  the  most  inconceivable  splendour. 
But  Allan  h^d  only  time  to  enjoy  a  glance  of  thii^ 
magnificent  place,  as  the  page  hurried  him  through 
a  folding-door  that  opened  upon  a  garden,  elegantly 
laid  out  After  passing  a  long  and  beautifuH^ave* 
nue,  planted  on  each  side  with  orange  and  ^liVe 
trees,  they  entered  a  small  grove,  situated  on  a 
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slopin  bank,  at  the  bottom  of  whidi  heperceiv:ed  ^ 
a  fine,  broad  canal  of  clear  water.  About  the  cen- 
tre of  this  grove  was  a  small  gallery,  supported' by- 
slender  pillars,  and  surrounded  by  a  scareen.  On 
mounting  the  steps,  Allan  was  surprised  to,  see.  a 
numerous  band  of  musicians  seated  on  a  bench^  and  j 
tuning  their  instruments.  He,  however,  seated 
himself  beside  them  4  and  the  page,  by  intell%ible 
signs,  requested  tfiin  to  play.  He  immediately 
buckled  on  his  pip^s,  and  played  several ,  tuiies ; 
when  the  page  signified  that  he  would  fatigue  hunr 
self  too  much,  and  ordered  the  band  to  play.  Qur 
English  piper  sat  with  astonishilient  listening  to  the 
strange  concert  he  now  heard,  and  which  lasted 
wi£hout  intermission  for  nejffly  an  hourv 

When  the  music  ceased,  the  paige  reconducted 
him  to  his  chamber  by  a ,  winding  and  less  fre- 
quented path  than  the  road  by  which  they  came. 
The  moon  shone  through  the  trees,  the  air  was 
peculiarly  mUd,  and  the  whole  scfene  seemed  so-  ro- 
mantic and  pleasing,  that. he  dedared  he nevernw 
any  place  in  Europe  so  calcidated  to  communitete 
delight  >  - 

Next  morning,  the  chief  musician,  who  had  led 
the  band  on  the  preceding  evening,  entered  Allan's 
chamber,  accompanied  by  an  English  renegado,.who 
followed  the  gunsmith  business,  as  an  intarpreter. 
The  stranger  addressed  him  in  a  very  friendly  man*- 
ner,  and  invited  him  to  his  houses  observing  that  as 
the  bashaw  would  be  engaged  through  the  day  ia 
receiving  the  compliments  and  presents  of  the  oflB^. 
^ers  ;of  the  troops  who  had  just  joined  *he  garrison. 
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liei  would  tiot  be.  wanted,  and  a  change  of  scene 
nngfat  p^haps  amuse  him. 

Allan  gladly  accepted  the.  invitation,  and^  on 
reaching  the  musician's  house,  found  the  whole 
band  assembled  to  practise.  }t  consisted  of  a  dulci- 
ma*,  a  guitar,  the  dervis*  flute,  the  tambour  xh 
basque,  and  two  small  drums.  They  all  played 
very  exactly  by  the  ear,  having  no  written  music. 
Their  tunes,  he  observed,  were  all  of.  a.  plaintive 
cai^ ;  and  therefore,  when  desired  to  play,  he  chose 
«  Lochaher  no  more,''-^^'  Open  the  Door,''—''  M'Gre^ 
goifs  Lament,'  and  others  of  a  soft,  affecting  kind. 
The  musician  praised  his  performance  much;  and 
he,,  perceiving  what  kind  of .  music  was  preferred, 
always  afterwards  selected  slow,  melancholy  tdrs. 
One  of  the  musicians  sung.4i  song,  accompanying 
himself  on  the  dulcimer.  His  voice  was  sweet  and 
clear,  and  his  tones  wonderfully  soft,  while  he 
lengthened  his  notes  with  such  an  impassionedex* 
^pression  of  grief;  that  the  whole  company  became 
deeply  affected ;  and  Allan  averred  he  never  heard 
a  smger  more  capable  of  rousing  the  passions.  An* 
other  of  the  band  produced  an  instrument  nmilar 
to  the  bi^;pipie;  but  the  tones  were  so  shriU  and 
tmmusical,  that. Allan  could  not  enduf^e  to  hear  it, 
and  begged  that  it  might  be  laid  aside.  Before  hli 
departure,  he  desired  to  know  when  .they  would 
xeturn  to  the  bashaw's  garden  to  practise.  The 
musician  laughed,  and  told  him  that  they  never  en- 
tered the  garden  for  their  own  pleasure,  but  were 
Jbatroduced  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  bashaw 
and'  his  ladies,  who  were  in  a  pavilion  concealed  by 
trees  on  the  opposite  side  of  the.canal.  ;  . 
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The  two  sucoeedkig  forenoons  he  spent  in  the  ) 
company  of  the  friendly  musician ;  and  in  the  afters 
noons  he  played  in  a  small  (chamber  adjoimng  liie 
harem,  or  women's  apartment.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  merchant  called^  %nd  promified  in  three  days  to 
shew  him  a  grand  military  spectacle,  for  thien  the 
bashaw  intended  to  review  the  garrigon,  as  well  ad 
some  troops  who  were  ordered  out  to  quell  an  in- 
surrection raised  by  the  inhabitants  near  Mount 
Atlas ;  and  which  expedition,  it  was  believed,  would 
1(0  solely  directed  by  himself,  as  he  had  obtained 
much  reputation  when  engaged  in  a  similar  service* 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  merchant  took  Allan 
under  his  protection.  Tfaiey  left  the  city,  and 
walked  amidst  luxuriant  groves  and  beautiful  gai-^ 
deris  for  nearly  two  miles,  when  they  came  to  st 
small  open  plain,  on  the  edge  of  which  they  took 
their  station,  and  presently  saw  the  troops  advanc- 
ing. .  About  2Q00  infantry  passed  first,  marehing  ih 
tw0  files,  and  waving  a  great  number  of  small  flags. 
SpOEgfi  had  no  regimental  dress,  nor  did  they  observe 
Iniicb  exactness  in  their  steps  and  motions.  About 
Md"  xj^  tliis  corps,  consisted  of  robust-looking  hfe^ 
groes,  whose  aspects  were  sufficiehtly  fierce.  These 
Were^followed  by  not  less  than  1500  cavalry.  Tte 
%:^ses  were  fine,  spirited^animals,  of  various  sizes 
and  colours ;  but  the  riders  were  shabbily  dressed, 
and  but  indifferently  armed.  Next  appfearod  about 
100  horsemen,  mounted  on  the  most  beautiful  ani- 
mals, and  all  dressed  ali^e  in  fine  flowing  robes,  and 
armed  with  long  shining  spears,  carbines,  and 
swcffds.  These,  the  merdiant  informed  Allan,'  were 
disciplined  under  the  eye  of  tlie  bashaw,  and  were 
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destined  to  form  part  of  the  emperor's  body  guanL 
The  bashaw  dosed  the  mareh»  preceded  by  his  own^ 
bandy  playing  on  hautboys,  trumpets,  cymbals,  and 
enormous  large  drums>  the  whole  producing  the 
inost  deafeniqg  and  monotonops  sounds  imaginable. 
Immediately  after  the  music  came  a  horse  covered 
with  ma^piificent  housings,  and  led  by  two  black  ^ 
slaves  dressed  in  white  muslin.    The  bashaw  was 
finely  mounted,  and  with  his  ample,  rich  robes, 
made  a  very  majestic  and  warlike  appearance.    The 
troops  formed  a  crescent,  and  the  horse  began  to 
skirmish  on  the  wings,  advancing  and  retreating^ 
with  amazing  speed  and  dexterity.    In  the  nieah 
time,  the  infantry  advanced  in  an  irregular  manner, 
planting  their  small  flags  in  front,  and  occupying 
every  little  hollow  in  the  ground,  fired,  and  then 
|:an  fcMrward  shouting  most  tremendously.     This 
lasted  fcxr  near  half  an  hour,  when  the  whole  retirie^ 
and  the  bashaw's  favourite  eorps  came  forward,  and 
exhibited  fights,  by  single  combat,  throwis^  theit 
spears,  firing  their  carbines,  and  using  their  swocrds 
in  a  maiwer  that  inspired  Allan  with  the  highest 
a4miration  of  their  skill  in  horsmianship.    He  con- 
ceiyed  that  they  were  equal  to  the  best  troops  in 
£urope;   but  supposed  that  200  well-discipliped 
[Englishmen   could  put  all  the   others  to  flight 
When. the  troops  marched  off  the  ground,  they 
seamed  hga^ted  and  impatient  by  the  exer(iise,  wem 
extreinely  npi^y,  and  observed  but  little  order.    ^'  ' 
While  walking  back  to  the  palace,  Allan  j|h 
formed  the  merchant  that  he  had  been  a  sdH^ 
himself,  ^4  h^  ^^  honoured  with  a  commissaoh 
in  the  army  by  hiit^pliiice;.  who  had  rewaided  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


84*  i:.lFE  OF    ' 

siemces  fey  allowing  him  a  liberal  pension ;  but  falfc 
ing.  amongst  gamesters  at  a  horse-race,  he  was  by 
their  tricks  robbed  of  his  money,  reduced  to  po-' 
verty,  and  obliged  to  leave  his  native  country,  and 
subsist  by  means  of  his  knowledge  in  music.  He, 
however,  added, .  that  on  his  return,  his  pension 
would  have  so  accumulated,  as  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge his  just  debt&,  and  resume  Ms  former  rank  in 
society^ 

Allan  was  sure  that  this  conversation  had  been 
repeated  to  the  bashaw,  for  after  dinner  he  was 
again  introduced  to  his  presence,  and  asked  several 
questions  connected  with  military  afiairs;  and  as 
9ujr  piper  possessed  a  happy  talent  of  turning  cir- 
cumstances to  his  own  advantage,  he  artfully  illtisi 
trated  one  of  his  replies  by  minutely  describing  th^ 
manner,  in  which  the  allies  gained  the  Mttle'!^ 
Miiiden.'  The  bashaw^  before  he  dismissed' hlt^  ^ 
isaid  that  in  two  days  he  would  send  him  ofi^^boa^d 
his.shlp,  and  having  been  much  gratified" >by  his 
music,  wfould  order  him  a  ^suitable  rewardf. 

Nesjt  morning  early,,  while  Allah  was  ^alkii%  lA 
his  chamber,  a  little  black  boy  entered,  with  his 
finger  on  iiis  lip  denoting  silence,  and  taking  him 
by.theliand,  led  him  along  a  gallery,  when  i^ewiilg 
biin  into  a  neat  chamber,  he  shut  the  door  andl  re- 
tired. .  Allan  k>oked  around,  wondering  Whlit  this 
€atly  call  should  mean^  when  he  heard  a  vcnee  be- 
hind a  curtain  ^t  the  further  end  of  the  room.  He 
^started,  and  directed  his^  eyes  to  the  spot;  but  al- 
though he  saw  nothing,:  he  knew  the  voice  wm  a 
f&tosie's. .  The  mcognita  qpoke  French,  and  defied 
hitu»  ^  a  gaUant  soldier  and  a  good  Christian,  to 
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obey  at  night  in  silence  the  directions  of  the  little 
page.  He  bowed  acquiescence,  when  the  door  was 
Immediately  opened,  and  the  boy  reconducted  him 
to  his  chamber. 

Allan  was  possessed  of  a  (Considerable  share  of 
vanity  and  conceit,  and  this  midnight  assignation 
filled  his  brain  with  the  most  whimsical  and  ridicu- 
lous notions.  He  concluded  that  the  bashaw's  wife, 
or  perhaps  his  eldest  daughter,  had  become  ena- 
moured of  his  person^  which  she  must  have  seen 
through  some  of  the  lattices  of  the  haram ;  and  that 
the  beautiful  fair  one  intended  to  elope  with  tiim, 
and  carry  off  all  the  governor's  diamonds.  He 
therefore  began  to  invent  plausible  stories  of  his 
noble  birth  and  wonderful  achievements  in  war,  in 
order  to  secure  her  affecticm  and  esteefm.  Not  being 
epdted  upon  to  play  during  the  day,  it  appeared  like 
an  age,  so  impassioned  was  he  to  clasp  the  lovely 
impassioned  Moor  in  his  arms. 

At  ni^t  he  waited  for  the  expected  summons^ 
imtil  he  began  to  isuspect  that  the  whole  was  a 
trick,  invented  by  some  malicious  domestic ;  but  at 
last  his  chamber  door  was  gently  opened,  and  the 
same  boy  entered  softly  on  tip-toe,  and  beckoned 
him  to  rise.  H^  immediately  obeyed,  and  silently 
followed  his  conductor  along  the  gallery,  and  up  a 
winding  staircase,  which  brought  him  upon  the 
house-top.  The  boy  tripp^  akmg  the  terrace, 
stooping  close  to  the  balustrade,  as  if  fearftif  Of  h6^ 
ing  observed,  and  Allaii  followed  his  example.  On 
coming  to  a  kind  of  comer  tower,  a  small  dooi* 
opened,  and  he  perceived  a  female  figure,  Which 
beckoned  him  to  enter.     Thinking  this  wis  his 

2  X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


346  LIFE  OF 

charmer,  he  approached  with  joy;  but  when  tli^ 
lady,  who  was  veiled,  moved,  he  saw  that  she  wafi 
an  old  woman,  stooping  with  age,  and  supporting 
herself  by  a  stick.  However,  on  entering  the 
chamber,  he  beheld  a  lady,  riidily  dressed^  reclining 
on  a  handsome  divan,  and  whom  he  eoncl«ided  waa- 
.  his  beautiful  inamorato.  But  when  the  eld  lady 
sate  down  beside  her,  he  felt  much  dissatisfied  that 
she  should  be  permitted  to  witness  thdi?  t^ider  in- 
terview. The  young  lady,  whUe  he  continued 
making  his  obeisance  with  looks  of  tenderness  and 
obedience,  said  abruptly  in  Fr©ach,  **Sir,^  attei^.'^ 
Her  tone  and  manner  at  once  lowered  his  towering 
expectations,  and  rendered  the  meeting  quite  my^* 
terious,  particularly  as  he  Was  permitted  to  stand,  iit 
a  posture  of  hiunble  attention  forborne  time  beft^E^ 
she  resumed,  which  she  at  last  did  in  the  followingr 
manner: — 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  condescension  b»A  courage 
you  have  shewn  in  favcniring  me  with  this  meeting, 
and  which,  I  a^i^ure  you,  was  not  required  firom 
motives  of  levity  and  curiosity.  You  are,  I  am 
told,  an  English  seedier;  ^d  upw  your  honour 
and  good  faith  I  rely,  while  I  ouve  ypur  assistat^e 
in  fulfilling  the  dying  injunctions  of  a  much-loved 
parent 

"  My  father,  sir,  was  secretary  to  the  French  am^ 
bassadw  to  the  court  of  Spain,  when  be  saw,  loved, 
and  married  my  motheiv  the  only  daughter  of  a  rich 
merchant  at  Cadi^,  wlio  was  thrai  on  a  visit  at  Ma* 
drid.  After  the  marriage,  my  father  res^ned  his 
situation,  and  resolved;  Do  retire  from  public  life^ 
and  live  at  Paris  with  the  fortune  my  mother  bad 
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brought  him.  In  a  few  years»  his  father-inJaw 
failed,  mid  kwolved  him  in  his  ruin;  but  he  had 
isriiained  s  friend  in  the  Spanish  ministiy,  who  pro* 
isaxeA  him  a  lucrative  situation  in  tlie  Havannah. 
In  about  six  years,  his  aflbirs  again  became  piospe* 
loas,  and  be  to6k  ids  passage  to  Cadiz,  in  order  to 
atzange  some  important  business  of  his  own;  but 
when  near  the  destined  port,  the  vessel  was  takeii 
hy  a  Moorish  frigate,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  in 
wiuch  my  father  was  kiJled.  The  Moors,  carried 
tbm  pri»e  into  SaUee,  where  my  adc^fMted  fatlier, 
ihe  InuAaw,  saw  my  mofiier,  and  being  captivated 
with  her.charma  (fcMr  she  was  a  pretty  woman),  pur« 
dboBsed  Iser  from  Ijie  captors,  and  sent  her  to  ins 
wooiilnfay  residence,  Ivhere  I  was  bom ;  for  my  moi» 
tfaer  was  far  advanced  in  pnegnancy  when  t^  was 
landed  in  Morocco. 

^  My  mother  was  flattened  by  the  attentions  of 
the  ha^haAv,  and  cheerfully  berame  his  wife,  em-^ 
\nSBusdd  the  i^figkni,  and  observed  the  customs  of 
this  country*  Aboiit  three  months  ago,  she  died; 
previous  to  whidi  she  ^suflGered  the  niost  excruciat- 
ing liodiiy  'paiii,  *  and  wias  3u]Bf  eeted  to  inconceivable 
faofrrors'  0f  eomsoienoe,  for  having  denied  the  atone- 
ment'of  Jesus  Gbristi  mxxA  acknowledged  Mahomet 
to  be  air ue  propheL  IBfae  condemned  herself  also 
as  being  iHe  instrument  of  my  damnation ;  and  al- 
though such  ideas  and  language  were  new  t6  me,  J 
sympathized  in  the  mental  agonies  of  an  indulgent 
parent,  a^dJ^xerted  myself  to  sooth  her  mind  in  her 
last  moments.  At  this  time  she  intrusted  a  small 
packet  to  my  care,  containing  my  father's  miniature 
and  a.bisef  account  of  his  death  and  of  ijhe  circum- 
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.stemces  in  which  she  left  me,  conjuring  his  friends 
to  exert  their  influence  to  have  me  restofed  to  my 
God  and  my  country.    I  promised  to  ohey  her  in~ 

junctions  by  sending  the  packet  to  France,  and  my 
dear  parent  died  in  peace. 

''  My  kind  nurse,  who  sits  beside  nue,  aooompar-' 
nied  my  mother  from  France,  and  remained  at- 
tached to  her  both  in  prospeiity  and  in  adrersity. 
She  also  strengthens,  by  her  tears  and  her  prayers,; 
the  fervent  exhortations  of  my  dying  mother,  and: 
conjures  me  to-  fly  from  this  accursed  infidel  cou9i«^ 
try.    I,  stranger,  respect  A^  motives,  and  applaud 

:  t)^  virtues 'whicii  I  am  ^xAA:yim  practise.  But  I 
cannot  beliehre  this  country  is  accursed.  Here  the 
sun  ^ines^.  the  rain  falls,  Ihe  birds  sing,  and  the 

.  fruits  ripenj  which  surely  are  no  indications  ei  the 
displeasure  of  God.  Besides,  the  bashaw,  my 
adored  and  revered  father,  has  made  me  his  by  liie 
strongest,  ties. of  love  and  gratitude.  He  is  the  pro- 
tector of  the  oppressed,  the  refuge  of  the  destitute^ 
and  the  partner  of  every  man's  joys  and  sorrows 
who  comes  within  the  range  of  his  influence.  Who 
can  accuse  him  of  cruelty  or  injustice?  or  whose 
vineyard  has  he  robbed?.  Did  he  ever  turn  his 

'  back  in  the  field  of  battle?  or  has  he  ever  neglected 
his  duty  to  God  and  die  prophet  ?  Shall,  then,  this 
good  man  be  damned?  and  is  it  a  crime  to  love 
him?    No,.  Christian;  should  Gabriel  himself  say 

.  so,  I  would  not— I  could  not  believe  him. 

"  Take  this  packet,  convey  it  safely  to  Gibraltar, 
and  there  I  am  told  some  of  the  faithful  servants  of 
your  king  are  appointed  to  forward  articles  to  the 
different  nations  of  Christendom.    M.  you  should 
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cairry  it  yourself  to  France,  and  see  my  relations/ 
then  repeat  to  them  what  I  have  now  said ;  foi: 
never  can  I  leave  my  kind  friend*  and  this  charming 
countiy.    I  could  have  done  this  business  through 
some  of  the  merchants  of  this  city ;  but  I  chose 
raf her  to  trust  to  the  honour  of  an  English  soldier; 
for,  as  my  mother  was  beloved  beyond  conception 
by  the  bashaw,  I  could  wish  that  this  last  act  of  her 
life  should  never  be  permitted  to  disturb  his  peace/* 
-    She  then  handed  Allan  the  parcel,  and  at  the 
same  time  presented  him  with  a  purse  containing 
an  hundred  gold  ducats  (nearly  equivalent  to  forty 
pounds  sterling)^  which  she  begged  him  to  accept 
as  a  token  of  her  regard.    It  will  easily  be  inferred 
tiiat  our  adventurer  did  not  refuse  the  ^t,  in  order 
to  support  the  character  of  a  generous  Christian 
knight.    He  took  it,  with  many  thanks ;  but  still 
lingered,  although  the  tears  and  sobs  of  the  old 
tmrse  seemed  to  give  the  young  lady  great  uneasi- 
ness, and  she  frequently  turned  her  head  as  if  to 
enquire    the   reason  of  his   unmannerly  conduct 
These  hints  Allan  understood;  but  he  had,  from 
the  first  period  of  his  landing,  felt  an  irresistible 
desire  to  see  a  Moorish'  beauty,  and  this  seemed  a 
favouTOble  opportunity.     He  therefore  took  cou- 
rage, and  said,  "  Madam,  were  you  to  indulge  me 
With  a  sight  of  your  fair  faoe,  my  report  to  your 
Telations  would  be  more  satisfactory."    She  imme^ 
diately  threw  back  her  veil,  and  he  declared  that  he 
now  saw  a  countenance  which,  for  beauty,  liveli- 
ness, and  feminine  softness,  was  unparalleled.     He 
gazed  with  rapture  on  the  lovely  form ;  but  he  ob- 
^served  her  confused  and  blushing,  and  in  a  few 
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moments  she  dropt  the  veil,  saying,  ^^Weie  I  afc 
liberty,  I  would  neither  approve  of  this  interview^ 
nor  of  the  impropiar  indulgence  I  have  now  granted 
you ;  though  I  know  the  veil,  so  essential  to  female 
decency^  is  not  much  used  amongst  Christians.^ 
Here  Allan  interrupted  her  by  beffmiing  an  eulo- 
gium  upon  her  matchless  beauty;  but  die  ended 
the  conference  by  ^ving  a  loud  hem,  when  the 
page  entered,  and  again  beckoned  him  to  follow^ 
which  he  obeyed  without  ^daring  to  finish  his  com- 
plimentiu 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  |»*esent  fae  had  re- 
eeived,  he  returned  to  his  chamber  vexed  and  in 
Exceeding  ill  humour.  4  On  viewing  the  miniature^; 
he  found  it  was  set  round  with  precious  stones, 
which  he  instantly  resolved  to  sell  on  reaching  Gib* 
raltar,  partly  in  revenge  for  the  young  lady's  iosen-^ 
'sibility  to  the  attiactions  of  his  perscMi,  a  thougbt 
that  wounded  his  vanity.  This,  comlnned  wkh  an 
invetetete  covetousness,  produced  a  determination 
inimical  to  the  acknowledged  prindples  of  Gipsy 
honour;  for  this  people  always  preserve  inviolate 
the  property  intrusted  to  their  care. 
,  ,.  The  evening  preceding  his  departure  from  Te^ 
tujgtn,  he  played  at  the  merchant's  house  to  a  Im^ 
company,  for  which  he  was  generously  rewarded.! 
and  on  the  foUowihg«moming  the  bash^w^^  stewarqL 
sent  for  him,  and  presented  liim  with  a  bag  of  doL- 
h^s  in  his  master's  name.  He  then  took  his  depar^ 
ture,  and  was  conveyed  to  Gibraltar  in  a  Mo(»isbL 
X)pat. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Allan  acts  the  Gentleman  at  GibnUtar-*-Ruined— Eacapes  to  Ca^a^-Voyage  ta 
Brest— Adventure— Reaches  Portsmouth— Rides  to  Southampton— RecruitiDg 
Pany-^Namm  EsBBpe— The  erednloas  Girl. 

AS  soon  as  Allan  came  on  board  again,  he  related 
to  the  captam  his  good  luck,  and  paid  him  for  the 
suit  of  cloaths  he  had  lent  him.    He  then  gave  the 
sailors  a  few  dollars  to  drink,  and  resolved  to  have  a 
swagger  on  shore.     Several  subaltern  and  petty 
offices  belonging  to  the  garrison,  who  before  would^ 
iiave  scorned  to  notice  the  i^abby  pipef,  having 
now  beard  of  his  successful  trip  to  Tetuan,  courted 
liis  company,  «nd  accompanied  him  to  taverns  and 
gaming  houses.    Allan,  aldK)agh  singularly  acute' 
in  most  instances,  was  so  flattered  by  the  attentions' 
e£  genteel  people,  that  he  shut  his  eyes  on  the  gla-' 
ling  selfishness  of  their  conduct.    In  a  short  tinne, 
the  miniature  frame  was  sold,  the  gold  ducats  dis- 
appeared, and  nothmg  but  a  few  dollars  remained. 

To  complete  his  misfortunes,  he  accidentally  be- 
came  acquainted  with  an  Irish  corporal,  who,  nh^ 
the  mask  of  bluntness  and  prodigality,  hid  the  most 
consummate  cunning.  He  had  a  handsome,  Qv&Iy 
wife,  with  whose  company  Allan  was  so  delighted 
that  he  purchased  her  various  gaudy  artic^  %f 
dress. !  A^isiting  her  one  day,  the  husband,  as  lisusii, 
demancbd  something  to  drink,  which  she  t^ijui^d 
imder  the  plea  of  poverty.  Allan  gave  hifio^a  doL 
iar,  on  which^  he  left  the 'hut  apparently  w^flatis- 
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fied ;  but  in  about  fifteen  minutes  he  returned,  and 
thundered  at  th^  door  for  admittance.  Allan,  sup- 
posing that  he  was  intoxicated,  asked  him  rather 
sharply  why  he.  did  not  enter  without  making  an 
uproar;  but  the  corporal  returned,  in  a  voice  of 
loud  displeasure,  "  Oh !  you  traitorous  knave,  how 
can  I,  when  you  have  both  the  key  and  my  wife  in 
the  inside?''  Allan  was  astonished,  and  flew  to 
open  the  door  (for  he  averred  that  he  did  not  know 
it  was  locked),  and  on  turning  the  key,  the  furioiss 
Irishman  sdized  him  by  the  breast,  and  drawing  his^ 
bayonet,  threatened  to  plunge  it  into  his  heart. 
Allan  begged  for  mercy,  declared  he  Imd  committed 
no  crime,  and  implored  the  protection  of  two  sol- 
diers who  had  followed  their  commde.  He  abo, 
with  great  simplicity,  called .  upon  '  the  corpbrars 
wife  tq  cotrohorate  the  truth  of  :his  asseverations; 
i>ut  she  began  to  cry  and  sob,  ^md  when  urged  by- 
one  of  the  soldiers  to  tefl  the  truth,  she  at  lengtA^ 
said,  **  I  will  not  add  to  mfy  first  crime  by  tilling  » 
lie ;  and  I  hope  by  confessing  my  fault  hiy  dare 
husband  will  forgive  me/'  The  infuriated  Irish* 
man,  on  hearing  this,  flourished  his  weap<m,  and 
Allan  imagined  he  would  instantly  strike  the  iatal 
blew ;  >vhen  one  of  the  soldiers  arretted  bis  asmp 
and  requested  him,  for  the  '^love  of  Jahu^'"^  to  sparfr 
the  poor  man's  life,  and  try  if  the  affidr  could  not 
Ijie  compromised.  The  fury  of  the  jealous  husband 
90W  seemed  to  subside^  aud  he  said  he  would  leave 
tiie  business  to  his  worthy  countrymen,  as  it  wa» 
pa  nice^  a  point  fpr  hif»  to  engage  in.  Allan,  beings 
now  relieved  from  the  terrors  of  death,  saw  throogfar 
the  whole  s(iheme;  and  tluiugh  vexed  to  the  souL 
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at  Ijeiog  so  unngtercifuUy  di^^,  he  was  a^Jig^d  t^ 
vdi^eoiblc  his  ch^rm,  :ajai4  pay  <iown.|hjrty  ^qH^ts, 
being  tli^  ■wliid.e  that  he  possessed.  At  bisi  dep^r- 
twre,  .the  coiyoral's  wife  desu'ed  hix^,  ^ith  the  ifXQs,i 
provokiog  affectation  of  contrition^  mpt  to  r^ura, 
^cr^sh?  rwould  have  jipthii^  to  do  ivith  him  "  at  all 

Allan  at  this  inoment  was  transported  wi%h  ^-ago, 
fijod  w;ander^  about  for  some  time,  undetgriftiped 
what  scheme  to  adopt  At  last  he  resolved  to  beg 
the  ^aasistance  of  ,a  lijeiiteugnt,  who  owed  him  ten 
ducats.  On  applying  at  his  quarters,  he  wjw  di- 
rected to  the  guard-house,  where  tjie  officer  was  on 
duty.  He  found  him  playing  at  backgammon  with 
ja  youi3ig  ensign,  and  immediately  began  to  relate 
hU  woeful  story,  during  which  the  lieutenant  conti- 
;nued  to  ejaculate,  "Too  bad,  upon  my  soul! — A 
d-^d  hard  case !— Ha !  the  sly  b— h  T'  &c.  But  h6 . 
cpuld  scarcely  suppress  a  titti^r,  which  at  last  broke 
out  into  a  loud  horseJaugh,  in  which  the  pther 
.<3ifficer  ipmed.  Allan  f^lt  highly  ^asperated,  and 
exclaimed,  "  Come,  I  have  had  enough  of  this.  Pay 
paae  my  money."  The  lieutenan^t  clapped  bis  hanil 
^i^on  ihis  sward,  and  said  fiercely,  "  Sir,,  do  you  say 
I.j^m  not  a  gentleman F'-r-"  Jfo,  I  only  ^sk.ed  for 
^y  money,"  replied  Alfen, — "  Well,"  rei»umed  the 
j^cer,  "  did  I  not  ^give  you  my  address,  ^nd  prc^- 
^ise  ta  pay  you  when  I  return  to  England,  a^d  now 
you  have  the  ^ontery  to  doubt  the  word  ,of  a  gen- 
jtkjasain/'  rpn^^y^i^  ,hc  ,att^nipted  to  take  the  poor 
.gipWrby;  ti^«  fiOf^,  butjtie  very  .prudently  retreated. 
.  JThis  ia^t  affiropt  i:ou^ed.  Allan's  passions  to  th^ 
.^i^Wt  piteb,  sad^^.jiurried  on  Jt^oaird,  enU^ved  th^p 

2  Y 
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cabin,  and  laid  his  grievances  before  the  captain. 
When  he  had  finished,  the  captain  looked  up,  and 
said,  in  a  firm  and  angry  tone,  "  Sirrah !  you  are  a 
base  thief.  I  have  just  heard  that  you  have  sold 
the  valuable  locket  which  the  lady  entrusted  td 
your  care.  The  watch  that  I  keep  for  you  is  also, 
I  suspect,  stolen  goods.  Such  a  fellow  would  sink 
any  ship  with  the  weight  of  his  crimes.  I  am  glad 
the  lobsters  have  plucked  you.  Go,  return  to  them 
and  beg,  for  you  are  too  lazy  to  work.  If  you  stay 
five  minutes  longer  on  board  my  vessel,  I  will  send 
for  the  provost  of  the  garrison,  who,  I  hope,  would 
soon  have  the  pleasure  of  tucking  you  up." 

Allan's  mortification  was  now  complete.  He  IdFt 
the  ship,  muttering  curses  not  loud  but  deep.  He 
saw  that  the  captain  had  expected  to  share  in  his 
gains,  and  that  disappointment  had  excited  his 
anger.  Where  to  go,  or  what  to  do,  he  knew  not 
As  night  was  approaching,  he  felt  apprehensive  of 
being  seized,  and  confined  iq  some  guard-house. 
At  one  time,  he  thought  of  enlisting ;  but  the  seve* 
lity  of  the  punishments  inflicted  upon  the  soldiers, 
and  the  extreme  diflSculty  of  deserting,  deterred 
him  from  adopting  this  scheme.  At  last,  he  lay 
down  under  a  shelving  rock,  dose  to  the  harbour. 

ADan  had  observed  a  large  Spanish  boat  from 
Cadiz,  of  about  50  tons  burthen,  that  had  just  deli- 
vered a  cargo  of  oil  and  fruit.  Th^  crew  were  on 
shore  regaling  themselves ;  and  he  at  once  resolved 
to  swim  ofF,  to  get  on  board,  and  to  conceal  himself 
until  she  sailed,  trusting  to  his  pipes  for  future  hb^ 
vour.  He  had  scarcely  reach^  the  vessel,  aad 
wedged  himself  in  amongst  some  barrels,  when  tbe 
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orew^  consisting  of  five  men,  came  on  board/  Allan 
did  not  understand  their  language ;  but  they  seemed 
to  be  very  drunk  and  furious,  and  several  times 
drew  their  l<Mig  knives  upon  each  other.  However, 
no  blood  was  spilt,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were  all 
asleep^  Poor  AUan  was  tormented  with  insects; 
the  bad  smell  of  the  vessel  was  almost  insupporta- 
ble; and  yet  he  could  not  move  a  single  limb  with- 
out the  risk  of  awakening  fellows,  who  would  have 
dispatched  him  in  an  instant. 

At  length  the  day  began  to  break,  when  the  sea* 
men  jumped  up,  weighed  their  anchor,  hoisted  the 
sail,  apd  were  soon. at  sea.  Allan  patiently  endured 
his,  tortures  about  two  hours  longer,  when  he  re- 
solved to  extricate  himself  if  possible,  and  try  the 
effects  of  music;  but,  just  at  this  moment,  one  of 
the  crew  espied  his  leg,  when  he  gave  a  loud  shout, 
and  instantly  he  was  roughly  drawn  out  of  his  close 
retreat.  AUan  spoke,  and  signed,  and  by  looks  im- 
plored, and  entreated  their  compassion.  A  dispute 
ensued,  when  he  hastily  adjusted  his  pipes,  and 
began  to  play ;  but  a  ferocious  looking  fellow  seized 
them  with  one  hand,  and  cutting  the  leather  belts 
with  a  knife  he  held  in  the  other,  soon  disengaged 
them,  when  he  dashed  them  overboard,  muttering 
in  bad  French,  "  What  a  devilish  screaming  noise  !"^ 
The  musician  was  in  no  condition  to  resent  the  af- 
front, and  expected  every  moment  to  follow  his 
pipes;  but  the  crew  had  decided  otherwise,  for  he 
was  ordered  into  a  small  boat,  and  two  men  jumped 
in  to  row  him  ashore.  Being  close  to  land,  this 
was  soon  effected ;  and  as  many  people  were  walk- 
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6f  his  life  to  that  drcumstailK^e* 

The  town  near  ta  which  he  was  Idlid^  Wais  cafle^ 
Algesiras ;  but  as  th6  peo|)le  had  a  fc^bidicBlygf  in-^ 
ftiospitable  look^  he  passed  oBy  and  levelled  nlon^ 
the  coast  at  a  ve^y  smart  pac^.  Ab^t  noo6  h^ 
grew  faint  and  hungry;  but  he' 4iad  siiett  aprcju^ 
diceagwnst  the  Spaniards,  th^fc  he  dur«t  not  soBd© 
charity^  but  chose  rather  to  seek  for  shell-fii^  to  a,p^ 
pease  his  hunger. 

.  The  gate  leading  to  the  bridge  by  which  Cadk^  is 
aplprbadied  was  sbut  be&re  Alhin^  iteach^  it,  o^ 
which  be  was  oompeHed  to  return^  and  creep  itito  a;^ 
garden,^  wtierey.  covering  bim^lf  With  mats,  he  alepf^ 
until  san-risa  On  attempting  lo  enter  the  city,  be^ 
iiTBS  seized  by  the  guards  apd  ebnducted  to  their 
officer,  who  smpect6d  that  h^  had  dei^i1:6d  froncT' 
the  Englii^b  garrison  at  Gibi^ttai^ ;  bat  Allan  af^' 
firmed  that  he  was  a  se^nmn^and  that  he  was^going^ 
t6  join  his  ship,  which  had  sailed  while  he  wa* 
ashore,  but  which  he  bouHy  expected  to  enter  the* 
harbour.  After  some  hesitatidu,  th^  ofRcef,  who* 
appeared  to  be  a  genteel,  cltil  man5  permitted  him* 
to  depart. 

AUmi  immediately  walked-  dowii  to  the  harbour; 
but  great  was  hi»  disappointment  on  learning  that 
not  a  single  English  vessel  was  there.  After  wan- 
dering about  for  some  time,  he  accoi^ed  a  little- 
Frendh  captain,  whose  brig  had  brought  a  Cargo  ol^ 
corn  from  Corunna.  Most  of  his^  crew  Were  stout 
I^ortuguese,  who  served  for  very  low  wages.  The 
captain  said  that  he.  had  been  coasting  along  SpainF^ 
and  Portugal  for  nearly  two  yearsj  and  was  now 
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gbiAg  to  return  home  to  Hireirt  in  ballast,  torwhich 
^laee  he  offered  him  a  passage,  prodded  he  assisted 
file  erew.  A41aii  hated  w6rk ;  but  n6\)<r  he  was  in  a 
irtfange  laiid^  without  his  pipes,  and  ignorant  of  the 
Isiliguag^.  H6  had  therefc»ie  ho  alternative,  but- 
took  a  ^ope  by  which  the  e6m  was  hoisted,  and 
^rked  hard  during  an  exceedingly  hot  day.  *  Hour' 
after  hour  he  expected  the  crew  would  retire  fof 
refreshment ;  but,  excepting  a  jug  of  water,  no^ 
thing  appeared  to  enable  the  men  to  Support  the 
foil  they  endured;  while  myriads  of  flies,  fleasy^ 
itaU^Ultoes^  doekroiitehes,  wasps,  and'  Other  active' , 
aAd  cruel  eriethies,  tormented  the  indoletit  piper  so 
effectualy,  that  he  was  ofteh  on  the  poiiit  of  sink^ 
ihg  do#ft  upon  the  deck  in  despair.  *  - 

At  length  the  signal  for  dinner  was  given,  when* 
his  rag^y  ahd  lousy  shipmates  sqOatted  dbww 
aground  a  dish  containing  a  piece  of  half-roasted' 
inuttoUy  which  was  instantly  torn  to  pieces  and  de-^ 
V^oured^  One  fellow  offered  Allan,  in  derision,  ^ 
hstt  scraggy  bone ; .  but  he  confined  himself  to  a 
crust  of  bread,  which  he  was  fortunate  enough  to 
seize.  A  boy  next  brought  a  dish  of  garfic  and 
horse-beans,  fried  in  rancid  oil.  This  being  finished, 
the  feast  ended  by  plentiful  draughts  of  water  out 
of  a  small  bucket.  Smoking  then  commenced; 
when  AHan  stole  on  shore,  determined  to  perish 
father  than  endure  such  fatigue^  and  join  in  such 
filthy  and  disgusting  repasts. 
'  As  Allan  walked  along  the  harbour,  projecting  a; 
great'  variety  of  schemes,  the  night  rapidly  ap- 
;^roached,  when  seeing  many  large  pilea  of  timber;^ 
he  Resolved  to  seek  shelter  amongst  them ;  but,  ow 
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entering  the  yard,  he  was  fiercely  attacked  by  n- 
number  of  dogs.  These  with  difficulty  he  kept  at 
bay  for  some  time  with  stones ;  but  their  number 
and  their  boldness  increasing,  he  was  obliged  to 
dimb  up  a  wooden  pillar,  on  which,  though  sloping 
and  narrow  at  the  top,  he  was  compelled  to  balance 
himself  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  lest  he 
should  be  precipitated  amongst  the  voracious  troop 
below,  which  howled  with  rage  and  dis^pointment. 
After  spending  the  night  in  great  agony  and  terror, 
the  day  dawned,  when  the  dogs  gradually  retreated  ; 
but  while  he  was  dismounting  from  his  perilous 
elevation,  several  workmen  and  ship-carpenters  ap- 
peared, who  saluted  him  with  repeated  %>ars  of 
laughter.  Allan  stood  motionless,  being  faint  with* 
fatigue,  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  d3dng  with  vexi^ 
tiMHi ;  when  a  lady  that  w:as  passing  beckoned  him' 
to  follow  her.  The  laughter  was  renewed  on  hi» 
departure,  while  the  hoy$  pelted  him  with  stcxies^ 
and  mud,  calling  out,  '^  English  heretic !" 

The  lady  conducted  him  to  a  house  not  far  dis* 
tant ;  ,when,  throwing  back  her  veil  and  opening  a 
door,,  she  called,  and  three  other  females,  very 
slightly  dressed,  appeared.  They  desired  Allan  to 
idt  down,  and  brought  him  bread,  figs,  and  excellent 
wine,  which  he  always  remembered  as  constituting 
the  most  delicious  repast  he  had  ever  enjoyed.  He 
soon  discovered  that  he  was  in  a  house  dedicated  to 
Venus,  and  that  his  beautiful  and  kind  hostess  was 
a  Jewish  courtezan,  who  could  speak  a  little  Eng- 
lish, as  well  as  French.  AUan  told  a  fine  story 
about  his  gentility  and  his  misfortunes;  but  she 
paid  little  attention  to  his  relation,  while  she  never 
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i^verlooked  any  thing  which  could   promote   his 
comfort. 

The  French  captain  visited  the  Jewess,   who, 
learnmg  that  Allan  wished  to  accompany  him  to 
Brest,  soon  made  arrangements  to  that  effect.    On 
this  heing  communicated  to  him,  he  felt  much  mor- 
tified, as  he  neither  wished  to  leave  such  pleasant 
quarters,  lior  to  embark  in  such  a  vessel.    He  could 
not,  however,  decently  refuse  the  kind  offices  of  his 
hostess,  of  whom  he  took  his  farewell  after  having 
lived  with  her  for  three  days.    The  French  brig 
sailed  ii^  the  evening,  and  next  morning  a  terrible 
hurricane  arose.    The  swell  was  so  prodigious,  that 
the  ves*l  rolled  incessantly  gunwale  to.    Many  of 
the  erew  were  severely  bruised,  and  one  man  was 
canted  overboard  and  drowned.    After  lying  to  for 
three  days  under  a  reefSed  foresail,  the  weather  be* 
eame  more  tolerable,  and  the  topsails  were  set ;  but 
still  all  hands  were  employed  at  the  pumps.    The 
fear  of  death  had  roused  Allan's  activity,  and  for 
once  he  laboured  very  hard.     Fortunately,  the  car* 
penter  discovered  and  secured  the  leak;  and  the 
rig^ng  being  repaired,  the  vessel  proceeded  steadily 
'  hefcnre  an  excellent  breeze. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  storm,  AUati  firmly 

-  bdlieved  that  it  had  been  raised  by  some  supematu* 

:  ral  ag^Eit^  as  a  punishment  upon  him  for  betraying 

the  trust  he  had  received  at  Tetuan.    This  impres* 

men  was  never  entirely  erased  from  his  mind,  and 

'he  always- viewed  this  crime  with  peculiar  ftelhigs 

iof  remorse. 

After  a  quick  passage,  one  fine  morning,  Brest, 
4.;f7ith  its  esstcsisive  fortifications,  appeared  arranged 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


use  .      LWE  OF 

<m  the  slope  of  a  hill  iibove  the  ship.  Alhai  h^A 
been  starved  and  hard-worked,  and  now  h^  iook&i 
sharply  a^ut  tp  discover  how  he  m^ht  be  »ad^n«. 
mded;  but  be  eould  lay  his  hands  upon  noithlxig 
eKcept  a  fine  shirt  beloi^ing  to  the  o^aat^^  wbick 
he  <^ncesded.  Af;  socm  as  the  diiip  c^^o^  to  aficher^ 
he  stepped  on  shore;  and  thfB  first  person  ;he  m^ 
Mras  «  4ninkeB  muiatto^  a  native  c^  Saf  biKloes^  who 
had  just  been  discharged  from  the  Fri9«iob  ^lavj^ 
aft^  a  service  of  nine  years.  This  mBXk  was  dfi- 
lighted  to  meet  with  an  EDglisbinaii^ :  and  insisted 
.upon  AUan  aceompsHiying  him  to  a  winerlM>use. 

Jn  a  short  tiaie»  they  were  joined  by  two  ladi^ 

who   cheerfully   assisted    in    da^nkiDtg:  the   wkie. 

AUm   soon   felt   an   irresistible   drow^nejss  coBf^ 

.over  him,  and,  in  spite  ef  his  utmost  6£&)fts  to  the 

.co»trary,  he  fell  fast  asleep.    In  the  morning,  he 

awoke  eold.  and  pained. by  the  awkward. posture  he 

^ad  sat  ixL    On^  looking  around  him,  he  saw  his 

'<3ompanion  str^dtied  on  the  flopr,  ai^d  whon^  hs 

^myke  with  much  difiioulty.    On  ei^amining  his 

pqekets,  the  po€ir  miila4;to  Ibund  he^had  been  fobbed 

<]£  his  ^11^    Allan  was  enraged  at  this  bare^faeed 

robbery;  but  the  landlady  coolly  obser^n^ed  that  i^ 

never  interfered  with  iwhat  transactions  occurred 

^aaiongst  her  custonnars;  imd  two  Jiuffian4ike  d^« 

Mws  enteojag,  AUw  fiivl  bis  cwapamon  thought 

^proper  to  walk  quietly  away. 

j , .  The  iftuJ^tQ  fbore  M»  xmiortmie  wkhcNi^  jrepjli- 

.ioig,  aad  del^ermined  to  gQ  to  St;  Mdi^»  whare  Jie 

would  get  a  ship  to  carry  him  to  Hollgad.    ALfam 

,^^d  to , aoeompftny  >him;  ^Ki.ia  jw)lice  HiS&fXT, 

/haying  h^i^  pf  thei^  loss,  pi^im^d  i^wa  p^^fmt^ 
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ivithout  difficulty.  They  soon  left  Biegt,  and  tra- 
velled along  a  dreary  road,  subsisting  on  the  sale  of 
two  silk  handkerchiefs,  which  the  generous  mulatto 
bihd  saved  within  the  lining  pf  his  cap. 

At  St.  Malo,  AUaii,  to  fai^  great  joy,  found  9 
3msdl  Englisb  vessel,  comms^ed  by  a  v^^  young 
man,  whose  father,  the  captain,  had  died  a  few  days 
]^ore»  Finding  him  timid  and  inexperi^eed,  Al- 
Im  assumed  high  airs,  i^id  he  was  an  opulent 
jKiiuggler,  had  once  Vessels  of  his  own,  and  would 
assist  in  navigating  the  ship  across  the  Channel, 
with  which  he  was  weU  acquainted.  Th$  youth 
was  delighted  in  procuring  so  profitaUe  and  useful 
a  passenger,  and  propose  to  sail  with  the  i|ioming 
tide.  Allan,  havmg  oildered  a  supply  of  fo>f|s, 
fresh  meat,  fruits^  aii4  wine  tp  be  pAurchiMsed  for  a 
$ea  sUnSi  on  hiis  accp^t,  ^eint  on  $horp  under  t|ji^ 
pretei^t  of  busin^si^:  Having  bpjarow^  ft  needJp 
4ind  some  thread  from  a  miUin^r,  he  selir^  to^  ^  . 
priy ate  place,  cut  up  the  shirt  h0  had  std^^  ^t 
Brest,  and  :sewed  a  quantity  of  dried  grass  in  t^ 
linen.  .  At  night  he  returned  on  hoard,  and^  with 
^eat  caution  and  iay$te]ry,  consign^  the  bundle 
to  the  ma3ter's  caiie,  .assuring  him  that  it  ce^tWicd 
neftfly  one  thoivand  pounds'  worth  iO^  the  finest 
laee* 

During  the  passage,  Aljlati  fared  sMlripf<ijiiou8ly, 
and  frequently  ordered  the  mastex:  Ao  gwe  the  m^ 
n  bottle  ct  tvfQQf  brandy.  The  sidj)  W9s  a  heavy 
aailer ;  but  th^;  Yfe»^t  continued  y^  fine  p^i^ 
they  were  wjtbiei^n  leagues  of  tbp  Ei^lishcjowt, 
when  tl^  douds  appeared  so  tbfea^nuig.>itbi»t4lfe 
alarmed  eitew  hlMt^ied  Ao  trim  the  v^i^.  Jp.'a 
16  a  z 
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little,  B,  heavy  squaU  burst  upon  them,  when  the 
master  sent  his  mate  below  to  request  Allan's  as- 
sistance, who,  fearful  of  the  danger,  and  knowing 
his  own  deficiency,  had  recourse  to  one  of  his  old 
tricks,  and  pretending  to  be  ib  a  fit,  rolled  his  eyes, 
foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  kicked  most  violently. 
The  mate  instantly  returned  to  the  deck,  snatched 
up  a  hatchet,  and  cut  the  running  rigging;  Shortly 
after,  the  vessel  righted,  when  AllSan  came  upoii 
deck,  reproved  the  mate  for  his  waiit  i>f  skill  and 
vigilance,  and  lamented  that,  his  old  complaint 
should  have  attacked  him  wh^n  his  servicer  were  so 
much  wanted. 

Next  morning  the  vessel  reached  Portsmouth, 
when  Allan  proposed  to  land,  promising  to  return 
for  his  property  in  an  hour,  when  he  would  settle 
his  account*  He  said  the  custom-house  ^officer  who 
had  come  on  board  was  a  flat,  but  he  would  toon 
have  him  replaced  by  a  friend.  Whether- the  mas- 
ter had  begun  to  suspect  the  honesty  of  his  passen- 
ger, Allan  knew  not;  but  he  loojced  grave  and 
queer.  However,  he  was  permitted  to  go  on  shore. 
He  immediately  walked  briskly  oflF,  tliough  he 
knew  not  what  direction  to  follow,  only  the  neces- 
sity of  removing  to  a  distajuce  Was^  urgent.  After 
travelling  a  few  miles,  a  gentleman's  carriage  passed  ; 
but  in  going  up  a  hill,  Allan  ovatook  it,  and  en- 
tiered  into  conversation  with  the  qoachman,  who 
isaJd  he  had  been  sent  to.  Portsmouth  with  his  mas- 
ter's youngest  son,  a  ^idi^pman  in  the  liavy,  and 
was  now  returning  to  ^Uthampton,  to  winch  place 
he  offered  to  convey  him  for  a  dmall  sum  of  money. 
The  agreement  was  ifistantly  made,  and  Allan  got 
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feto  the  cofdth,  and  was  rapidly  conveyed  along  the 
road  with  ease  and  comfort.  When  within  two 
Mlies  of  Sottthanlipton,  the^coach  stopped,  and  the 
coachman  req^sted  him  to  alight,  lest  his  mastei* 
should  see  him,  which  woiild  cause  the  loss  of  his 
place.  The  request  pleased  Allah,  who,  being  pen- 
nyless,  had  long  been  projecting  a  scheme  for  elud- 
ing the  coachman,  wtio  had  now  furnished  him 
with  a  proper  excuse.  "  So,  so,"  said  Allan,  "  then 
these  are  your  tricks  upon  travellers !  But  take  me 
Ml  if  you  can.  I  bargained  to  be  cairied  to  South- 
ampton, and  here  I  will  sit  until  you  <;arry  me 
there;  and.  if  you  refuse,  you  shall  march  before 
your  betters."  T4ie  poo^  coachman  reasoned,  re- 
monstrated, and  ^entreated  in  vain — ^Allan  sat  still. 
But  at  last,  in  a  counterfeited  passion,  he  jumped 
out,  tittering  the  most  dreadful  threatenings  against 
the  terrified  driver,  who  was  ^d  to  see  him  depart. 
>  After  walking  through  the  streets  under  a  heavy 
rain,  trying  to  devise  some  method  of  obtaining 
food  and  shelter,  he  heard  the  sound  of  a  military 
fife  inm  public  house,  and^  on  entering,  found  a  re- 
cruiting party  dancipg.  He,  however,  concealed 
his  joy  under  a  clownish  air,  and  boldly  ordered 
some  meat  and  drink.  While  eating,  the  serjeant 
repeated  a  long  and  hackneyed  harangue  on  the 
glorious  opportunity  an  aspiring  young  man  en- 
joyed  of  rising  in  their  regiment.  At  last,  Allan 
suffered  himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  enlist,  oh 
condition  that  a  large  part  of  the  bounty  was  ad- 
vanced, that,  as  he  said,  he  "  might,  for  once  live 
like  a  prince."  But  he  spent  little,  and  soon  pre- 
tended  to  be  intoxicated ;  when  he  heard  the  ser- 
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jeant  say, ''  He  is  a  worthless^  dnmlien  wfetdi ;  but 
we  will  soon  tame  him." 

In  the  morning,  Allan  wandered  to  another  part 
of  the  town ;  and  finding  another  party  reertH^g 
for  a  dragoon  regiment,  he  enlisted  again.  In  a 
little  he  returned  to  his  lodgidgsj,  in  (hxI^  to  s^cuote 
a  few  articles  which  he  had  rtoten  froih  the  sMp 
that  brought  him  to  Englamd..  On  enterixig,  he 
went  up  stairs,  and  was  putting  these  airtides  into 
his  p<)ckets,  when  he  heard  his  tWb  seijeants  salute 
each  other  below.  The  drigoon  ttiumphantly  nien«> 
tioned  the  fine-looking  fefiow  he  bad  enlisted  that 
morning.  The  other  seijeant  seemed  immediately 
to  suspect  the  fact,  for  he  hastily  required  a  descrip- 
tion of  his  dress  and  appearance,  which  being  given, 
he  loudly  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  the  d — d  Scotch  villain ! 
he  enlisted  with  me  only  last  si^t.  He  is,  how- 
ever, my  recruit ;  and  I  will  have  him  if  he  be  on 
earth.**  He  then  called  his  party,  and  ordered  them 
to  go  in  search  of  the  deserter;  but  just  at  this 
time,  a  drummer  boy,  who  hiad  been  playing  with 
marbles  at  tbie  door,  entered,  and  informed  the  Ser- 
jeant that  the  recruit  had  just  gone  up  stairs. 

Allan  instantly  saw  the  extent  of  his  danger; 
but  it  was  on  these  critical  occasions  that  his  inven- 
tive powers  and  varied  resources  were  most  apparent. 
In  a  moment  he  locked  the  door,  and,  knotting  the 
bed-cloaths  together,  threw  one  end  out  of  the  win- 
dow, with  his  hat,  and  tied  the  otha-  end  to  the 
bed-post.  He  had  then  but  just  time  to  pop  below 
the  bed,  when  the  soldiers  broke  open  the  door. 
On  entering  and  perceiving  the  state  of  the  bed- 
cloaths,  and  the  hat  lying  in  the  yard,  they  vented 
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tiieir  rage  in  vain  threats  4nd  useless  Execrations; 
and  Allan  was  glad  to  see  them  all  set  off  in  pursuit 
of  Mm. 

Sttibrtly  after,  the  landlord's  daughter,  a  hlooming 
w^ch  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  entered  to  uiitie 
tii^  bed-doadis,  and  Allan  heard  her  mutter,  ''  Poor 
feUbiv!  I  fadpe  he  Will  escape  the  blood-hounds" 
He  knew  the  import  of  these  words,  and  remeoi* 
b^red  tiiat  he  had  said  some  civil  things  to  her  on 
the  preceding  evening ;  but  fearful  of  alarming  her, 
he  gave  a  gentle  hem,  and  then  springing  upon  his 
feet,  prevented  her  screaming  by  sealing  her  hfs 
with  his  own.  He,  however,  soon  perceived  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  her  giving  the  least  alarm. 
.  AOan  now  shewed  her  how  easily  he  could  have 
escaped;  and  protested,  most  solemnly,  that  the 
dread  of  never  seeing  her  again  had  restrained  faim^ 
and  induced  him  to  brave  every  danger  rather  than 
lose  the  opportunity  of  declaring  his  love-  The 
credulous  ghrl  believed  the  flattering  tale,  but  pre- 
tended to  blame  him  for  deserting.  *•  Oh !"  said  he, 
^  that  was  indeed  a  foolish  frolic ;  but  I  tviU  return 
the  money  when  I  reach  home.  I  have  a  small 
estate  in  Westmoreland,  and  have  just  been  visiting 
a  rich  old  uncle  near  Portsmouth,  with  whom  I 
quarrefled,  and  in  revenge  first  squandered  my  oash 
and  then  enlisted.  I  have  now  put  myself  in  your 
hands.  Only  procure  me  the  means  of  getting 
home,  and  my  hand  is  yours  if  you  find  it  t^otskfay 
of  acceptance.''  In  short,  he  succeeded  in  gaioidng 
the  confidence  of  the  inexperienced  girl,  who  con- 
ducted him  to  her  own  chamber,  where  $he  ^(ffisutied 
him  he  was  safe^  as  her  mother  was  too  cwpukntt'to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


366  LIFE   OF 

venture  so  high  up,  and  she  could  easily  keep  the 
servants  below. 

Allan^  during  the  day,  was  well  supplied  with 
meat  and  drink ;  and  at  night  he  made  preparations 
to  depart.  But  his  young  protectress  assured  him 
that  the  soldiers  suspected  he  was  secreted  in  the 
town,  and  were  looking  out  to  intercept  him. 
They  had  also,  she  said,  advertised  him;  so  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  escaping  at  present. 
She  therefore  advised  him  to  remain  where  he  was, 
and  she  would  sleep  in  the  lumber  garret.  Allan 
approved  of  her  advice,  and,  finding  himself  in  snug 
quarters,  agreed  to  remain  until  he  could  depart 
with  less  danger,  i 

Before  a  week  elapsed,  he  jgrew  impatient  of  his 
confinement ;  but  having  promised  to  take  the  girl 
along  with  him,  he  knew  not  how  to  escape  without 
h^*  knowledge.  As  his  dress  had  been  minutdy 
described,  she  procured  him  one  of  her  father's  best 
suits,  arid  gave  him  ten  guineas  to  keep  for  her, 
,  which  was  the  whole  amount  of  her  savings.  In 
two  days  it  Was  agreed  they  should  elope,  and  take 
coach  for  Bristol,  where,  rfter  being  married,  they 
were'  to  engage  a  passage  in  the  first  vessel  that 
sailed  to  Whitehaven. 

But  on  that  very  night,  when  he  knew  the  fe- 
mides  were  engaged  in  preparing  a  washing,  he 
slipped  down  stairs,  and  watched  till  the  landlord 
went  to  the  cellar.  He  then  walked  through  the 
kitehbn  with  the  greatest  deliberation,  imitating  a 
singular  motion  of  the  head  which  the  landlord  had 
contracted;  and  whether  the  enormous  buttons  and 
old*ifashioned  cut  of  the  coat  deceived  the  compaj^y, 
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or  that  they  were  too  eager  in  betting  on  a  hoise- 
race  that  had  to  be  run  on  the  following  day,  he 
coiild  not  say ;  but  no  one  seemed  to  notice  him.    ' 


..  CHAPTER  XXUI. 

Sumny  Nigbt^-Robben— Reward— Reaches  Winchester— Quack  Doctor— Pidu 
cukes  8  new  Pair  of  Pipes-^-Unfediag  Irish' Woman-^-EIopement— Arrest  at 
Aiido?er«— Escqtes  from  Prison— Secret  Sawsr— EnUsts  at  Salisbury— Deserts— 
Hetakien-HCurious  Escape— Wedding— Cards— Dumb  Scene— An  old  female 
Friend. 

A.LLAN  hurried  out  ci  Southampton ;  and  al- 
though the  night  was  storafty  and  exceedingly  dark, 
lie  travelled  with  great  expedition,  being  apprehend 
sive  that  when  the  fnnkeeper's  daughter  missed 
him;  she  would,  under  the  influence  of  passion,  send 
the  soldiers  in  pursuit.  After  passing  many  bad 
cross-roads,  the  violence  of  the  rain  and  wind  comh 
pdled  him  to  take  shelter  in  a  farmer's  shed,  which 
was  filled  with  straw.  Here  he  composed  iiimseff 
to  sleep,  but  was  soon  alarmed  by  the  approaeh  of 
two  men,  whom  he  concluded  were  servants  \who 
had  probaUy  come  to  carry  off  some  straw ;  but  he 
was  soon  undeceived  when  they  sat  down  near  to 
him,  and  began  to  curse  a  dog  which  they  agreed 
to  destroy.  From  their  conversation^  it  appeared 
that  the  dog  had  frustrated  an  attempt  to  tbh/its 
master's  hoi»e,  whose  name  they  chanced  to  men* 
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lioA. '  III  about  half  an  honr  the  nan  6&tted»  and 
the  day  began  to  bicak,  when  the  noldxra  raise  md 
depaiibed. 

Allan,  on  mature  consideration,  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  to  inform  the  gentleman  of  his  im- 
pending danger,  and,  about  breakfast-time,  entered 
the  adjoining  farm-house,  and  enquired  for  his  resi- 
dence, llie  farmer  said,  ^*  Oh !  the  hall  is  just  over 
yon  hill.  That  gentleman  is  my  landlord,  and  the 
best  in  aU  England ;  and  I  will  shew  you  the  road 
in  a  minute."  When  AHan  was  introduced  to  the 
gentleman,  he  related  the  conversatiop  whidi  he 
had  aoeidmtally  heard,  ajpd  which  was  immediately 
credited,  irom  the  uncommon  noise  the  dog  had 
made  during  the  night.  An  invitation  to  broal^t 
and  to  spend  the  day  followed;  and  several  men 
ifrere  appototed  fo  w«tQh  Urn  pmm^l  ^  it^ 
msaned  quiet  u«i6l  the  ap^roa^  of  thff  etf^mfi^f 
whto  the  wUieraw^re  both  det^ell0d  laifeviietQr 
tii«$mng  some  pi^ees  of  ratv  m^t  ojewDfti^  4Eig^ 
^^csmel  m  the  staUe*ywd.  On  bein^  cwfy^'  hf$ffi^ 
a  in90stxate^  Alku  related  that  he  "w^  i  i§Tm^ 
^4iear  Rippoh  in  Yarkc(bi^»  who  bad  bpeji  yiaitl^  ar 
relation  at  a^hort  dista^jiice  from  Soiitbamptinit  Init 
having  lost  hk  way*  h^  took  ahdlitor  in  H  ilitd.  |^ 
ida^Hght,  when  thfaie  m^  ^mU^r^  mi  b^m  if> 
pl^ect  the  robbery,  aa  he  had  stated  to  tht  gentie- 
iium  concCT»ed.  A  pfeee  of  the  me4t  was  next 
t|^vm  to  a  tittle  dog,  Which»  ia  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes, died  5n  great  agony.  The  priUona*^  were 
tittraiediatdy  eomwittod;  and  the  niagistrate,  har- 
ifig  taken  A)Ian'«  addr^sis,  <;$tmp}iinexited  biio  on  ^ke 
ffopricty  <xf  hia  €rt>diict.    Veti  loomx^  he  pro- 
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e^diesd  on  his  journey,  ^fter  irpceiyiiig  a  prei^^nt  of 
two  guineas  from  the  gentlemHn. 

All^n  prooeeded  direct  to  Winchester ;  attd  hav- 
ing now  plenty  of  money  iri  his  purse,  he  resume4 
Jiis  favourite  habits  of  dissipation^  In  a  few  d^ys^ 
he^gcrti  i«;quiWited  with,a«aoimtebac^  quaek  dpctor, 
§i^bo  initroduc^d  Mni  to  bi^  wife^  a  ypry  hapdsopae 
Irish  woman^sefemiiigly  about  twenty  years  yqupgf?!- 
^him  h^t  husbaDd.  He  ptjetended  to  be  highly  de?. 
lights  ^ith  the  humour  and  variety  whicix:  tb$ 
iioi^ftr's  prpfessien  embra^^;  and  said  tjiat  as.fee 
.wast  ft  iwuj^icfl^r  amatfiurj^  Jiie  had  taken  4  ifhirn  to 
l^lnyjforMtt^i  pj-jOyid^d  Jie  would  order  him  a  pfti^ 
j[)f  $n)all  pipes  frf>m  Lopdc«),  which  he  wftuld  pay 
<fOT  j,s  §oon  ^s  tec^ived*  The  doctor  appkude,d  th^ 
:phQieldt,  jand  i^ojwised  to  write  for  them  immediately. 
JTiii^  jWjiiS  a^  act  i(rf  foresight  and  prudencje  «iot  yery 
4?PillttW»/to  Allan;  but  when  deprived  of  hiif  pipess, 
fhfe  always  paid  fee  felt  hiraseli  "  unajfmed/'       ^ 

The.do^^  yisited  certain  n^ghbouriijig  towifs  oii 
,iisfc9^ed.day$,  wihe9i*%41l3P  n^yer  failed  to  visit  his  wife ; 
:)and  itV^  soon  agreed  that  they  should  plunder  him 
And  elope*  As  the  doctor  fdways  carried  his  TOQn^y 
abovt  his  person j  his  wife  proposied  to  giy^e  him  a- 
sl^py  potion*  Abandoned  as  Allan  was,  he 'jud- 
dered at  this  proposition;  as  he  knew '^vell,  if  tl|e 
poor  man  drank  her  potion,  he  would  never  wake 
again.  .  He  therefore  proposed  to  intoxica^te  the  doc- 
^tor;  to  which  scheme  $he  agreed  with  relpctance^ 
.  but  vowed  to  be  revenged  on  ''  the  d— d  rasc^,'*  for 
the  cruel  ui^age  slie  had  receiyed  from  him* 

When  the  pipes  arrived,  Allan's  money  wqs 
nearly  all  spent;  and  the  doctor  was  too  G.unning 
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to  give  tbeta  up  wiifliout  receiving  tb&ir  value:^ 
However,  it  was  finally  agreed  that  he  should  retail 
pOdses^sion  of  the  pipes,  and  pay  Allan  ten  shillings- 
8  week  fbr  pla3Fkig.'  Tfiey  then  adjouwied»  to  a  t&« 
tern*  to  seal  the  bargi.iH^  with  a  glasi?  of  brandy  *r 
When  Allan  managed  the  business  wit^  such  ad- 
dress, as  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  carrying  the 
doctor  home  on  his  back.  Hii»  wile  was  pleased 
beyond  measure,  and  praised  and  kissed  Allatt- for 
liis  adroitness.  The  poor  doctor  was  socm  uiidKss* 
ed,  and  an  hundred  and  five  guineas  were  found 
sectete^iff  his  garments,  in  small  parcels,  each  cott- 
taihiflg' seven- guineas.  **This,'*  said  his  w<»rthless> 
wife,  "  he  aiways' called  ahicky  number -^  and  if  it 
be  lucky  to  the-Kider,  it  will  surely  be  doubfy  so^ta 
file  finder.*'  She  then  tore  her  husband's  doaths: 
into  pieces,  and  would  have  dcme  him  a  serious*  bo- 
dily injury  had  Allan  permitted  it.  "f  he  vindiotive 
woman  next  threw  aJl  his  salve  boxes  upon  the 
floor,  and  templed  t&em  to- pieces;  and  broke  al£ 
the  medicine  bottles,  and  poured  their  contentr 
into  the  fire-place.  She  then  held  her  denehed  fist 
at  the  face  of  her  unconsdous  husband;  and  ex- 
claimed, *'  You  rascal  f  did  I  not  say  I  would  he- 
re venged  when  youf  gave  me  a  Wow  without  ]^ro- 
vocation?* 

'  The  enfuriated  woman  then  sat  down,  counted' 
over  the  gold  with  great  deliberation,  and,  having 
tied  itupin  a  handkerchief,  put  it  into  her  poeket,. 
saying,  •*  111  sfond  purser,  and  will  take  care  that 
this  lasts  until  you*  receive  your  annuity,  which  I 
ttiink  you  said*  would-  be  due  in  three  months.*^ 
Allan  did  not  like  thiii  arrangement,  but  thought  it 
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^oiident  to  acquiesce;  though  he  internally  vowed 
to  punish  her. 

The  fugitives,  on  reaching  Andover,  entered  a 
public  house,  and  ordered  breakfast.  Two  men" 
fc^owed  them  into  the  room,  and  called  for  some 
gin;  and  Allan  observed  that  one  of  them  eyed 
him  with  uncommon  attention*  He  felt  uneasy  at 
jfetis  scrutinizing  looks,  and  was  glad  when  he  left 
the  room.  However^  he  jstill  felt  a  dread  of  some 
approaching  misfortune,  and  dispatched  his  break- 
£eusit  as  4|uickly  as  possible;  but  he  had  not  ^one 
above  a  hundred  yards  from  the  housei,  when  he 
met  the  same  man  approaching  with  a  party  of  sol« 
diers.  After  again  viewing  him  attentively,  he 
cried,  "  Seize  him.;  I  am  ^juite  positive  he  is  the 
^llow  :'*  when  a  -segeant  ad^anced^  and  said,  "  Siii 
you  ape  my  prisoner ;"  adding,  "I. am  an  old  soldier, 
.and  dislike  this  business,  but  am  compelled  to  dp 
4pay  duty."  Then  turning  Ao, the  man,  he  continued 
with«  frown,  "  That  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
charge  you  with  desertion,  which  I  hope  from  my 
soul  is  not  true."  Allan  counterfeited  the  utmost 
astonishment  at  the  ridiculous  charge,  but  thanked 
the  Serjeant  for  his  politeness.  The  serjeant  then 
requested  tlie  men  to  walk  on;  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  .observations  of  the  town's  people,  he 
walked  arm  in  arm  with  his  prisoner  to  the. guards* 
house. 

Allan  sat  down  here  overwhelmed  with  disap- 
pointment, grief,  and  vexation ;  for  his  lovely  com- 
fmnion,  the  doctor's  worthy  spouse^  had  coolly  and 
indiffarently  walked  off,  the  mjinute  he  was  axrested» 
lyithout   apology  or  giving  him  the  least  tri&; 
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though  she  knew  he  had  not  a  farthing .♦  The  offi- 
cer shortly  after  entered,  and  in  a  severe  and  pe- 
remptory tone,  ordered  him  to  be  confined  in  the 
prison,  observing  that  "a  desperate  man  i^hould 
expect  desperate  treatment."  The  jailot  carefully 
examined  his,  pockets  and  his  little  bundle,  and 
even  deprived  him  of  his  knife,  before  he^was  locked 
up  in  a  cell.  It  was  only  after  the  most  earnest 
entreaty,  that  he  was  permitted  to  retain  his  -pipes^ 
to  cheer  his  solitude.  In  reply  to  his  threats  and 
remonstrances,  the  jailor  said  he  might  prosecute 
the  captaifi  for  false  imprisonment  if  he  pleased,  fot 
he  acted  entirely  by  his  orders. 

Allan  viewed  his  dreary  cell,  but  saw  no  way  of 
escape  except  by  the  window,  which  was  secured 
by  strong  iron  bars.  These  he  determined  to  saw 
asunder  until  they  yielded  to  his  strength ;  though 
this  was  a  mode  he  always  avoided  if  possible,  as  it 
was  attended  with  great  labour  and  a  noise  which 
might  lead  to  detection.f     When  the  jailor  had 


*  Allan's  motives  of  actiom  gejierally  originated  in  an  unmixed 
kind  of  sdfisri^  ;  a^  be  seldom  stopped  to  examine  their  morality. 
j  His  biographer  has  also  chosen  to  pourtray  them  simply  as  they 
occurred^  unmixed  with  any  of  liis  own  censures^  apologies^  or  re- 
flections :  yet  from  this  circumstance  they  acquire  uneommoin  ia« 
terest  and  force.  Every  reader  observes  and  judges  for  hinfself ; 
and  perhaps  there  are  few  who  recollect  a  more  disgusting  and 
,  instructive  representation  of  a  profligate  and  wicked  woman  than 
what  is  here  exhibited. 


t  The  author  writes^  ^^  One  evening,  in  a  oonfidettdal  i 
tion,  Allan  was  defending  the  miraculous  reprodiiction  Of  liot's 
wife's  fi^rs  whenever  one  was  cut  ofl^^  and  in  order  tostrengtben 
his  argument,  he  produced  a  small  tin  box,  cbntaining'one  of  this. 
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made  his  last  round,  he  commenced  his  operations, 
and  in  a  few  hours  succeeded  in  removing  the  mid- 
dle bar.;  but  the  aperture  being  too  small,  he  was: 
obli^id  to  begin  the  tedious  task  of  removing  an- 
other, which  occupied  the  time  till  near  the  break  of 
day.  He  then  left  the  prison,  exulting  in  having 
deceived  the  officer,  the  jailor,  and  the  informer. 

Allan   proceeded   for  several  miles  with  great 
speed,  until  he  became  faint  for  want  of  food ;  and 
having  no  money,  he  was  obUged  to  sell  one  of  his 
shirts  to  procure  something  to  eat.    On  entering 
Salisbury,  he  again  enquired  for  a  recruiting  Ser- 
jeant, he  enlisted,  and,  notwithstanding  the  precau- 
tions of  the  piarty,  deserted  on  the  third  day.    As 
tisual,  he  fled  with  great  speed  during  the  night ; 
but  next  morning,  supposing  himself  out  of  danger, 
he  Walked  leisurely  along  the  Bristol  road,  when, 
on.  a  suddm,.  he  was  overtaken  and  seized  by  three 
4XLOunted  dragoons.     Esckpe  being  imposisitde,  he 
•got  up  behind  one  of  them  with  a  good  grace ;' and 
tb^y  retumeid  towards  3^sbury  at  a  quick  pace. 
In  order  to  iivoid  some  new-laid  stones  upon  the 
Toad,  they  passed  dose  to  a  gentleman's  garden  wall, 
aM  sedng  some  fine  horses  grazing  in  a  park  on 
tibe  opposite  side,  they  drew  up  to  admire  themj 


lady's  fingers  and  several  other  curiosities^  amongst  which  was  a 
feingular  saw,  very  short,  with  two  joints  at  each  end.  Thel»dc 
was  iii^de  of  iron,  with  a  groove  to  admit  the  sate,  so  that  the 
whole  instrument  went  into  very  little  compass.  ThSa  was  con- 
cealed so  effectually  in  the  duh  formed  by  his  hair,  as  never  to 
have  been  discovered,  though  he  had  often  been  strictly  searched. 
iSe  had  also  a  very  small  bottle,  containing  a  liquid  capable  of 
corroding  iron  in  a  very  short  time.'' 
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when  Allan  seized  the  opportunity,  and  in  a  moj 
ment  placed  his  feet  upon  the  horse's  back,  and  by: 
a  sudden  spring  leaped  over  the  garden  wall.  The 
dragoons  immediately  rode  up  to  the  entrance 
lodge,  and,  in  rather  an  insdient  tone,  demanded 
admittance  into  the  garden.  The  young  esquire 
happening  to  pass  at  the  time,  reproved  them  for 
their  impertinence;  and  after  a  warm  altercation, 
the  soldiers  retired,  vowing  vengeance  upon  the 
young  gentleman  and  his  servants  for  impeding  th^ 
king's  service. 

Allan,  having  taken  shelter  in  an  old  green-house^ 
had  covered  himself  over  with  a  quantity  of  sand^ 
and  lay  under  great  apprehensicms  of  discovery  for 
above  half  an  hour,  when  the  gardener  and  the 
young  esquire  entered.  On  looking  round,  the  lat- 
ter exclaimed,  "The  unfortunate  man  is  not  here 
either ;"  which  encouraging  expression  induct  Al- 
lan to  discover  himself.  The  young  gentleman  im- 
mediately conducted  him  to  his  father,  who  de- 
«  manded  in  a  stem  manq^r  why  he  had  deserted. 
He  answered  that  he  had  been  enlisted  while  in  a 
state  of  intoxication,  and  had  neither,  received  any 
bounty-money  nor  been  sworn  in.  The  old  gentle- 
man observed  that  these  circumstances  were  some 
extenuation  of  his  crime,  but  advised  him  to  depart 
immediately.  When.  Allan  was  passing  through 
the  hall,  the  servants  stopped  him  until  he  drank  a 
jug  of  excellent  ale.:  they  also  fiU^  Im  pockets 
with  cold  victuals;  arid,  at  the  gate,  the  young 
esquire  slipped  a  guinea  into  his.  hand. 

Fearful. lest  the  spldiers  should  return  and  again 
trace  liis  route,  he  took,  shelter  in  a  plantation  until 
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it  was  dark;  when  he  resumed  his  journey,  and 
travelled  all  night.  At  day-break  he  entered  a  Til* 
lage,  and  was  surprised  to  find  the  rustics  dl^ssed 
in  thdr  best  attire.  At  the  ale*house  he  was  in* 
formed,  that  an  opulent  neighbouring  farmer  was 
to  be  married  in  about  an  hour's  time  to  a  young 
lady  of  fortune^  He  thought  this  might  prove  a 
lucky  circumstanoe ;  and  after  sleeping  a  few  hours, 
he  repaired  to  the  scene  of  festivity,  where  he  found 
the  dancers  endeavouring  to  keep  time  to  one 
wretched  violin.  He  retired  and  prepared  his 
pipes;  and  when  the  next  dance  commenced,  he 
entered  playing.  The  dancers  shouted  for  joy,  and 
moved  with  renewed  delight  to  his  exhilirating 
muHc.  In  the  evening,,  when  the  amusements 
eeased,  the  bridegroom  paid  him  handsomely,  iemd 
invited  him  to  spend  a  few  days  in  his  house. 

Several  young  farmers  now  retired  to  spend  the 
lemainder  of  the  evening  at  the  ale-house,  and  Al- 
lan accompanied  them.  The  glass  was  freely  circu- 
lated, and  in  a  short  time  he  proposed  a'  game  at 
cdrds,  which  was  eagerly  agreed  to.  Btit  the  inex- 
perienced youths  saw  through  their  folly  next 
morning,  as  the  crafty  gamester  pocketed  above  fif- 
teen pounds  of  their  money.  Dreading  their  ven- 
geance, he  decamped  the  same  night,  and  walked 
northward,  intending  now  to  proceed  straight  for- 
ward to  Northumberiand, 

On  entering  a  public  house  at  Devizes,  a  man 
tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  said,.  ^^Sir,  you  are 
my  prisoner.'*^  With  his  usual  presence  of  mind, 
he  turned  sharply  about,  and  taking  six-pence  from 
Jbds  pocket,  signed  that  he  was  not  begging;  and 
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then  made  the  Jandlord  understand  that  he  intendesd 

.to  «pend  one-third  of  the  six.pence  in  ale.    In  shorty 

he  acted  tlie  duoih  man  to  such  perfection,  that  the 

whcie  company  joined  in  requesting  the  constable 

not  to  disturb  him.    But  tiie  officer  persisted  in  aSf 

l^rting  that  he  was  a  deserter  and  imposter^.  and 

jcould  hear  and  speak  m  well  as  any  present.     Sever 

jcal  plans  of  detection  were  now  suggested,  yery 

wisely  in  Alkix's  hearing,  who  was  consequently 

'pi^paced  to  defeat  them<    Amongst  other  shalloir 

^artifices,  a  pistol  was  fired  dbse  to  his  ear  without: 

^producing  any  effect    This  trial. firmly. estabHshed 

-their  belief  in  his  innocence,  and  even  the  ctostaldff 

;iseemed  to  be  satisfied.    Having  leisurely  drank  Im 

.  ^pint  of  ale^  be  rose,  and  was  deliberately  stewing' 

^out  eof  the  kitdh'en  door,  when  a  bueket  of  xxiid 

water  .was  dashed  into  his  &Gek    ThiB  unetpeeted 

and  provddng  salute  caused  him  ta  forget  the  dia- 

-racter  he  had  assumed,  apd  he  soared  out,  ^^  D--7II 

you !  what's  that  for?"  when  the  constable  instantly 

seized   him.      After   a   deisperate   but   unavailio^ 

struggle,  he  was  secured  and  delivered!  to  jm  pfficer 

who  conunanded  a  detachment  then  quartered  in 

•the  town. 

Thie  officer  sent  for  ;the  serjeant  of  the  guards  sod 

ordered  him  to  confine  Allan  in  the  blac^  h^de.a^ 

joining  the  guard-house.     When  they.  arrivM  at 

the  door  of  this  dismal  cell,  the  seijeant's  wife  was 

•standing  with  his  dinner,  axid  seemed  to  eye  the 

*  prisoner  with,  a  mixtu^  of  surprise  and  ccmcem. 

t Allan  thought  he  had  seen  her  before;   but  the 

danger  of  his  situation  did  not  permit  him  to  reflect 

4)n  Uie  subject.    On  examining  his  prisq^fftie  ^oimcL 
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that  esjcapc  ivould  be  very  difficult,  but  determined 
to  toy  ^^  chinmey  about  raidttlght.  While  sitting 
ihu^ing  on  the  didagfeedbld  prospect  before  him,*  the 
doftif  of  his  prison  was  gently  opened,  and  by  the 
H^ft  of  the  tnok>tt  he  perc^ted  a  female  figure 
mtiffi^d  tfp  in  a  tjoalk.  She  advanced,  and  said  in  a 
i*ldi^,  ^*i  %tate  rtan  great  risks  iii  entering  tiiis 
pfecfe-to  glv6  yoti  Kberty;  and  my  tttisUspectlttg 
httsfbartd  may  Suffer  for  his  Supposed  negligence, 
Utlkss  ycfu  can  break  or  behd  those  iron  bars  at  the 
iiWfliido#:*  She  the*  pat  a  large.pdker  in  Ms  hand; 
affid  in  a  shfd*t  time  he  wrenched  two  Of  the  grateff 
ftbrii  their  fastemfrgs.  Ttti^  kiiid  stranger  then  re- 
opened the  door,  and  said,  "  Quick !  fly !  no  tbanksy 
but  femember  Dummies."  The  mystery  w^s  tibw 
1^^;  and  he  rwoHected  that  lahfej^ifo^'s  daughter" 
c^  &htoffies,  the  s^rjeantfs  ^Hfe,  aWd  his  d^li^erei', 
Webref  the  steime  person; 


CHAFTER  XXIV. 

Bristol— F%bt  to  HalifaY-..Tbe  Newspapers-^Shelter  in  ft  Hay-llofU-ReMhEft, 
Darlirigton— Robs  Bet  Whitson— Life  of  that  celebrated  Character. 

Allan,  after  Ms  liappy  escape  from  the  black 
holej  according  to  his  custom  in  such  cases,  struck 
across  the  country ;  and,  in  passing  a  farm-house, 
stole  a  goosie,  upon  which  he  regaled  himself,  tboughf 

3  B 
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raw,  oa  the  following  day,  which  he  spent  iki  a  conf 
field.  At  xiight  he  resumed  his  journey ;  hut  while 
lyalldng  silently  along  a  dike,  two  men  sprung  up 
Ijiefore  him^  The  stoutest  seized  him  by  the  throat,^ 
i^ously  daslied  him  upon  the  ground^  and  wouid 
have  plunged  a  knife  which  he  held  into  his  body^ 
had  not  his  comrade  interfered.  But  the  ruffian 
still  held  him  down^^.  saying,  with  a  horrid  oath,  that 
he  would  "  dispatch  the  infernal  spy/'  Allan  had< 
now  partly  recovered  from/ this  alarming  shock,  and 
soon  9pnvinced  them  of  his^syjnpathy  and  innocents 
intentions ;  when  the  sheep-stealers  gave  him-  a. 
piece  of  bread  and  salt  mutton,.,  and  suffered  turn  to^ 
pjroceed.    ,  .  ' 

Allan,  after  eating  the  mutton,  dedared  that  he- 
suffered  more  from-  thirs^  than  he  had  done.m  the. 
deserts  of  Tartary.  Atlengtbj. he  discovered  Qpttk; 
Hfi  grazing ;  and  having  found  a  dbdle  cow,  he  milk^^ 
his  shoe  full,  and  drank  till  he  was  satisfied.  When 
asked  afterwards  how  he  could  drink  milk  out  of 
such  an  unseemly  cup^  he  replied,  "  You  were  never 
dry." 

In  leaving  Devizes,  he  had,  in  order  ta  avoid  de^ 
teotion,  taken  a  south-west  direction ;  but  on  ap- 
proaching Wells,,  he  turned  northward  towards^ 
Bristol,  where  he  expected  to  find  a  vessel  that 
would  cany  him  to  the  north  of  England.  This^ 
night  he  had  travelled  a  considerable  distance ;  and 
about  day-break  he  hid  himself  in  a  thick  coppice 
neai^  to  a  gentleman!s  house,  where  he  soon  feH 
asleep.  About  noon  he  was  iffoused  by  the  dash- 
ing of  swo^ds^  and,  cautiously  raising,  his  head,,  saw. 
two  youths  amusing  themselves  with,  foils^    Aftet 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JA]d!£s  aLlan.  87&' 

"fendng  for  some  time,  they  laid  down  the  foils,  and 
ivalked  away.  Allan  eyed  the  foils  with  a  covetous 
eye;  and  notwithstanding  their  small  value,  and 
the  danger  of  stealing  them,  he  crawled  upon  his 
liands  and  knees  to  the  spot,  and  having  secured 
them,  retreated  for  jshelter  towards  the  centre  of  the 
plantation,  where  he  remained  till  night. 
•  Next  morning  he  entered  Bristol ;  and  on  passing 
along  one  of  the  streets,  he  observed  some  youths 
eyeing  him  attentively,  and  heard  one  of  them  say, 
**He  is  certainly  a  fencing-master."  Allan  seized 
Hie  hint,  and  the  idea  of  turning  it  to  advantage 
absorbed  every  other  consideration.  He  immedi- 
ately went  into  a  genteel  tavern,  and  in  broken 
English  requested  to  see"  the  landlord,  whom  he 
gave  to  understand  that  he  was  a  French  gentle- 
nian,  who,  being  obliged  to  fly  on  account  of  an' 
aSkir  of  honour,  intended  to  amuse  himself  by 
teaching  young  gentlemen  the  art  of  defence  witfi 
the  small  sword,  until  he  could  return  to  his  native 
country.  The  landlord  imagining  that  he  might 
profit  by  the  scheme,  exerted  himself  to  procure 
Monsieur  Depond  (the  name  he  assumed)  pupils. 
Nor  was  he  entirely  inadequate  to  the  task,  as  he 
had,  while  in  France,  acquired  considerable  skill  in 
the  small  sword  exercise,  in  addition  to  the  know- 
ledge which  all  Gipsies  possess  in  the  art  of  self-' 
defence. 

On  the  first  night  of  his  appearance  in  this  new 
character,  he  received  fifteen  guineas,  being  the 
entrance-money  of  so  many  pupils;  and  acquitted 
hiihself  to  their  entire  saitisfaction.  At  the  conclu- 
mm,  a  gentleman^  who  valued  himself  on  his  skill 
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t '  ■'  ^  .....  .      ^ 

\n  fencdqgy  invited  AU^n  to  take  a  br^ttung  with 
him.  The  proposal  was  acceded  to  with  apparent 
cheerfulness ;  and  he  acquitted  himsi^f  with  a  skill 
and  address  that  extorted  the  plaudits  of  th^  CQjtt, 
pany.  When  preparing  for  another  rQi(n4»  ho  h^ 
pened  to  look  towards  some  strapgers  whp  were 
entering  the  room,  amongst  whom  he  r^ogpize^ 
the  twQ  gentlemen  to  whoan  %he  foils,  helooged. 
His  guilty  fears  instiantly  alarmed  him  (for  there  k 
no  reason  to  suppose  they  coul4  li^ave  suspected  hiw 
to  be  a  thief),  and  preten^n^  su.d4?n  iadispositknv 
he  retired  to  his  chamber^  sepi^red  hia  bundle>  and 
was  soon  at  some  distance  from  Bristol 

Allan  travelled  partly  on  foot,  aqd  ipaytly  by  the. 
stage  coaches,  until  he  reached  ^HaljU^fX  in,  Yc^kt 
shire.  Here  he  concluded  he  w^s  perfeetily  safe; 
and  being  pleased  with  his  fencing  specyj^tioii  at 
Bristol,  he  resolved  to  try  it  here  9^0.  With,  thwi 
intention  he  entered  the  prineipal  inn»  wd  i».  bad 
English  explained  bis  views  tQ  the  la^ndlord*  who 
promised  to  patronize  hin^  but^  at  the  end  of  tkxfSi 
days,  was  able  to.  procure  only  six;  pupils. .  .On  the 
fourth  morning,  while  Mh^  ft^d  the  Imdlndy  weie 
at  breakfast,  the  newspapcsir  was  laid  upoA  the  tables 
and  the  latter  took  it  up  and  begap  to  r^d  fpr  ]m 
amusement.  But  at  last,  to  hi^  cocpplete  discQiofri 
ture,  she  came  to  a  particular  ^eco\mt  of  hi^  ^WVh 
dling  conduct  at  Bristol^  and  when  reading  the 
description  of  his  person  and  dress,,  s^e  iBVQliuitArily 
glapced  her  eyes  towards  hini.  He,  h^wevet.  sat 
with,  all  the  calin  effrontery  of  aja  e^p^Rexwed 
cheat ;  but  wa^,  in  the  me^i)  timp,,  difbi^^i^  wiJh 
himself  on  the  propriety  of  JbmrsttogOftt.  of  ,fll« 
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^pocmf  wd  seeking  safety  m  flight.     Just  at  this 
momenta  two  travellers  arrived^  when  he  seized  the 
opportunity  c^  leaving  the  house ;  and  seeing  a  lad^ 
der  standing  against  a  wall  at  the  end  of  a  gentle* 
man's  stablei  he  without  hesitation  ascended,  and 
took  refuge  in  the  h0.y4af t. 
,  When  be  beard  the  grooms  le^ve  the  stables,  he 
hegfxxi  to  examine  the  place;  and  finding  a  door 
which  lea  to  a  room  where  the  grooms,  slept,  he  en- 
tered, examined  their  chests,  and  took  a  new  fustian 
dress,  a  few  shirts  and  stockings,  and  some  other 
articles.    When  it  was  dark,  he  equipped  himself 
ux  the  groom's  dress,  and,  the  ladder  being  removed, 
lowered  lumself  dovm  from  a  window,  and  walked 
qwckly  all  nighty  living  iipon  beans  which  he  had 
found  in  the  loft     Leaving  Leeds  and  .Bippofii 
lapon  Im  right,  he  at  length  reached  Darlington, 
which  he  resoty^  to  pasa  through  without  stop* 
pmg;  but  meeting  the  celebrated  Bet  Whitson, 
oliAS  the  Empress,  whom  he  had  known  amongst 
lim^  Bordw  .Gipsies^  they  agreed  to  express  their 
HQlitual  eon^fatulatioiifii  at  so  unexpected  a  meeting 
m  a  public  house.    Here  AJism  related  his  late  ad. 
izienturfs,  partieularly  in  Morocxx^;  to  which  Bet 
listened  with  great  delight    After  drinking  a  few 
glasses,  the  crafty  Allan  began  to  lament  that  his 
poverty  would  depme  h^  of  tbe  {rileasiure  of  con- 
tmumg  longer  'm  her  cfMpeBy,  and  puQied  oiut  a 
few  peiMQ^  toi  pay  the  reekoiwg.    The  trick  prow 
4u€ed  Hm  desh^  effect  $,  Ica^poor  Bbt,^  with  a 
iHlffmThwrte4  tboughtldSK  kind  of  generosity,  ex. 
4a|m^  ''Sicmt.  mml  pu*  up  your  ailter:  here  i» 
^Htyf  mA  puttKig  ovMiE^^#;  purse,  poured  a 
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quantity  of  silver  and  five. guineas  in  gold  upon  th^ 
table.  Allan  now  redoubled  his  efforts  to  intoxi-* 
cate  her ;  when  he  emptied  her  pockets,  left  her  in' 
pledge  for  the  reckoning,  and  pursued  his  joitmeT;  ' 
Here  we  cannot  refrain  from  sketching  the  won- 
derful and  chequered  life  of  this  well-known  female. 
The  story  of  her  adventures,  though  often  told  and 
well  authenticated,  has  all  the  features  and  interest 
of  a  romance. 

STORY  OF  BET  WHITSON. 

The  famous  Elizabeth  Whitson  was  bom  near 
I)unse  in  Berwickshire  about  the  year  1723.  Her 
parents  were  poor,  honest  people,  who  gave  her  the* 
best  education  their  circumstances  would;  allow. 
Before  she  had  reached  her  seventeaith^  year,  she 
became  the  pride  and  toast  of  all  the  surrounding 
country.  She  was  rather  above  the  middle  size, 
and  extremely  well  formed,  though  rather  indmect* 
to  en-bon^pmnt.  Her  eyesi  were  large,  Hack,  and 
expressive;  her  features  remarkably  handsome,  and 
her  skin  fair  and  transparent;  and  what  increased: 
the  charms  of  her  unequalled  beauty  was,  that  she 
appeared  quite  luiaffected  by  the  admiration  she 
excited.  -  . 

At  this  time,  isbe  was  sent  to  service  to  a  (fistant 
relation,  who  occupied  a  farm  in  the  neighbouihood 
g[  Durham.  But  her  master  being  in  arrears  witii- 
his  landlord,  whom  he  had  Itlso  offended/  x^asshortly ' 
after  seized  for  debt ;  and  the  young  esquire,  in' 
order  to:  increase  his  tenant^s  tnortifbcatioii,  attend^' 
the  bailiffs,  and,  s^p&llixtQnded  the  writing  k)(f- %IMl 
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adbe^ute*    Whilethus  employed,  he  observed  the 
pr^y  servant  alarmed,  grieved^  and  weeping  in  a 
comer.    Admiration  arid  unlawful  desire  immedi- 
ately took  !po3Sie$Sioii  of  hia  nrind^  and  he  deter- 
mined to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  unsuspecting  girL 
For  this  purpose  he  called  the. farmer  into  a  private 
rocan,  and;  depicted  in :  strong  colours  the  misery, 
w^nt,  and  disiSiperatio]^,  that  must  overtake  hh  wife' 
and  children,  when  turned  adrift  upon  the  world ; 
he  next  dwelt  updn[bis  own  tender  feelings,  and  his 
desire  to  serve  him}  and  concluded  by  only  re- 
questing, in  return,  that  he  and  his  wife  should 
unite  their  endeavours  to  prevail  upon  their  servant 
girL  to  accept  his  protection  ;^  protesting,  at  the  same 
tiine,:  t^at  he  would  make  her  a  lady  and  the  envy 
of  the  country.     The  farmer  firmly  rejected  the 
proposcil ;  but  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  his  wifef, 
ysfhom  the  esquire  easily  gained  to  his  side,  at  length 
prevailed,   tmd   he  basely  agreed   to  sacrifice  hiisr 
yt>ung  and  inexperienced  relative  to  the  prosperity 
of  his- own  family. 

The  a^iorous  esquire  was  a  most  accomplished 
libertine;  but  found  many  unexpected  and  formi- 
dable  obstacles,  in  the  good  sense,  upright  feeling, 
9nd  virtuous  princip}#s  of  the  bonny  Scotch  lassie. 
However,;  his  deep  and  refined  arts  at  last  succeed- 
ed, and  while  in-.a  statfe  of  insensibility,  he  effected 
Ms  diabolical  purpose.  But  on  recovering  her  fa- 
culties and  recollection,  nothhig  could  exceed  the 
grief  and  rage  of  hii»  victim.  She  flew  upon  her 
abfashed  seducer  like  an  enfuriated  tigress,  and  her  * 
strength  and  agility  soon  kid  him  prostrate;  but 
irhen  she  lifted  a  knife,  intending  to  bury  it  ia  his 
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hladk  and  base  h^art,  she  reodtieeted  Iier  i^e^g 
parting  admoiiition^  ^  Keep  t^e  comtiidndfiiients  f^. 
when  she  tiirew  it  away^  ^ud  sullefily  departed,  i«w 
sdving  to  fly^  and  implotK^  t^  adri^  and  j^dtecl^  * 
of  her  aged  parents. 

The  esquire  now  fallowed  Ik?  incesisantly.  K^ 
appeared  overwhelmed  wiKti  remold  and  glief  Pit 
hi6  folty,  asid  tfar^etcned  tb  d^nsf  i^iself  ii  MM 
beloved  charmer  would  not  oondeifibend  to  foi<gl^tf ' 
him.  These  A^hx^Aiam,  aided  hf  the  tears  ArtA 
arguments  of  bar  master  and  mistr^fi,  af  lengtii^ 
prevadfed.  The  yanky  of  poor  Bet  was  flattefeiir 
aiKd  ccnaipen^ted  in  some  degt^f^t  her  losA  of  elM^ 
racter.  The  esquiire  was  yming;  haild^ome;  w»6t 
licii;  and  who  cbidd  teM  but  lie  mighty  on  Aw 
death  of  an  o^d,  ill-natured  '«uiit,  lead  he^  to  tii& 
altar,  and  make  het  aa  hone^  Wom^n  and- the  nf  sjli 
tresi^olP  his  great  eelsate.  in  the  mean  tSme^  heitt^ 
inst^d  4?n  bringing  her  home,  anA  i^G^tuting  b/6t 
into  the  office  of  housekeeper. 

But  this  elevation  was  too  high  and  too  suddel^ 
for  poor  Bet's  head.  She  became  giddy,  Vaan»  ted 
insolmt.  She  dressed  in  the  most  ext^vagant 
style,  mid  rided  the  hout^  with  ^kts^eme  higkagh^ 
uess.  At  last  her  conduct  beeafii^  quite  insup^^^f# 
able;  aad  the  servants^  under  the^rec^tidn  of  ^e 
4;  old  butier,  oigani^ed  a  consj^raby  agkinst  her.    JItii 

oppwtunity  occurred  for  exectt^g  their  plot  Whtnt 
the  esquiffi  went  on  bis  annual  eKcun^on  to  ^bxM^ 
in  the  moors  of  Perthshi»^.  The  butler,  hi  ^i»8 
alarm,  pretended  tibat  several  valuable  artidfesF  ^ 
plate  had  been  ^stolen,  and  sent  for  two  ccHistaUear 
to  searith  the  serva^ta'  box^    Kothi»g  was  ifoundt 
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and:  the  officers  were  just  going  to  depart,  when  the 
cook  observed,  that  Mrs.  Whitson,  though  very 
&ie>  was  a  servant  as  well  as  they  were,  and  it  was 
too  bad  that  favourites  might  be  dishonest  if  they 
pleased,  and  none  must  suspect  them.  On  hearing 
this,  Bet  flew  into  a  violent  rage,  and  abused  and 
tibreatened  the  whole  of  them,  but  insisted  that  her 
trunks  should  be  also  searched;  when,  lo!  the 
whole  of  the  plate  stolen  were  found  wrapped  up  in 
some  old  gowns.  Bet  stood  mute  with  astonish- 
ment ;  but,  on  recovering  herself,  she  declared  that 
the  whole  wa&  a  wicked  plot  to  ruin  her,  and  that 
die  would  immediately  write  for  the  esquire,  and 
ha^e  all  the  gang  turned  away. 

The  butler,  however,  insisted  that  the  constables 
should  do  their  duty ;  and  Bet,,  in  spite  of  her  tears 
and  remonstrances,  was  hurried  before  a  clerical  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  whom  she  had  formerly  offended, 
and  who  now  imiiiediatdy  committed  her  to  Dur- 
luun  jail  till  the  assizes.    The  next  part  of  the  pktt 
was  to  send  the  groom  off  to  London,  where  he  in- 
tended to  marry  an  old  fellow  servant,  and  open  a 
public  house.    This  done,  the  butler  wrote  an  ag- 
gravated account  of  the  theft  committed  by  the 
housekeeper;  and  also  declared,  that  he  had  often  . 
seen  the  groom  enter  her  chamber  at  night,  that, 
they  had  agreed  to  elope  together,  and  that  he  had. 
fled  on  the  wicked  and  ungrateful  hussy  being 
taken  into  custody,  lest  he  should  share  in.  her  pu-         ^ 
nishment.    This  statement  had  the  desired  effect.      ^  ^ 
The  esquire  was  highly  enraged  at  her  faithless  con-    ^ 
duct,  and  returned  all  her  letters  unopened* 
17   .  3  c         •• 
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Upon  the  triaU  the  proof s  of  Bet's  guilt  appeafec^ 
dear  and  decisive,  and  she  was  sentenced  to  be^ 
transported  for  seven  years  to  the^  colony  of  Virgi- 
nia. When  ready  to  sail,  the  esquire  sent  her  all* 
her  trunks  and  cloaths,  which  she  at  first  intended- 
to  return,  in  scorn  of  his  pitiful  and  ill-timed  gene-' 
rosity ;  but  having  become  vain  of  her  beauty,  she 
thought  fine  dress  would  render  her  attractions  irre- 
sistible, and  perhaps  yet  make  her  fortune.  She 
therefore  kept  the  cloaths^,  and>  sailed  for  America' 
in  good  spirits. 

On  the  third  day  afte)r  passing  the  Chanifiei,  a^' 
violent  north-west  wind  arose,  and  the  vessel  had- 
nearly  foundered  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  As  the 
leakmess  of  the  ship  increased,  the  captain  resolved 
to  riln '  into  the  Tagus  and  repair ;.  but  a  series  o^ 
baffling  winds  prevented  him,  and,  to  complete  his^ 
misfortunes,  he  fell  in  with  a  Moorish  pirate  fram< 
Sallee,  to  whom  he  was  obliged  'to  strike  without 
attempting  an  useless*  resistsmce.  When  Bet  sa^v 
the  swarthy,  ferocious  looking  Moorsv  she  expected 
to  be  subjected  to  such  brutality  as  was  more  terri- 
ble than  death  itself.  But  her  fears  were  soon  dis- 
-  sipated ;  for  she  and  her  unfortunate  female  compa^ 
nions  were  treated  with  peculiar  delicacy  and 
attention,  and  Bet  was  conveyed  on  board  the 
Moorish  ship^.  where  she  had  the  best  accommoda-* 
tions.  This  aiose  from  the  kindness  of  the  Enghshr 
captain,  who,  having  entertained  some  tender  senti-^ 
llients  for  her,  told  his  captor  that  she  was.  a  gentle-^ 
man's  daughter  in  Virginia,  and  begged  that  she' 
might  be  well  used ;,  and  her  large  and  rich  ward* 
robe  corroborated  the  trathof  his  statement. 


.  t*X 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALliAN.  887 


On  landing  in  Morocco,  Bet  was  sent  as  4  present 
to  the  emperor's  seraglio.  Here  she  was  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  slaves  and  strangely  dressed  ladies, 
whose  uncouth  language  and  impertinent  curiosity 
were  altogether  disgusting.  She  had  a  fine  cham- 
ber given  her,  and  two  female, slaves  to  attend  her; 
but  her  situation  appeared  so  comfortless  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  her  future  destiny  so  alarming  an^ 
appalling,  that  she  at  once  resolved  to  put  a  period 
to  her  existence.  For  this  purpose  she  tied  her 
garters  to  the  top  of  the  door,  and,  with  a  noose 
around  her  neck,  was  standing  on  a  stool,  praying 
before  she  launched  into  eternity ;  but  just  at  this 
moment,  a  lady  entered,  i^n,  and  catching  her  in 
tier  arms,  cried  out  for  assistance.  The  -adjoining 
part  of  the^  palace  was  soon  alarmed;  while  the 
Moorish  kdjrwho  had  first  entered  hung  and  wept 
over  the  unhappy  stranger.  She  was  then  put  to 
bed;  but  was  greatly,  though  agreeably  surprised, 
when,  •  in  about  two  hours,  an  elderly  lady  entered, 
and  saluted  her  in  the  Scottish  dialect.  She  seemed 
iriuch  shocked  at  Befs  attempt  to  commit  selfr 
murder,  and  made  her  ashamed  of  the  act  by  relat- 
ing'her  own  sufferings  during  the  twenty  years  she 
had  lived  in  Morocco,  and  herpresent  happy  situa- 
tion zs  wife  of  the  emperor's  head  gardener  who 
was  a  countryman,  and  who  had^  under  the  influence 
of  love,  become  a  Mahometan.  After  this,  Mrs, 
Maxwell  never  left  her  for  any  length  of  time,  but 
•laboured  incessantly  to  bend  Bet'3  mind  to  her  lot, 
-«nd  to  teach  her  the  language  of  the  country. 

The  emperor,  the  day  after  Bet  had  made  an  at- 
4empt  upon  Ix^r  life,  had  ^m  Jher  when  be  was 
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concealed  behind  a  lattice ;  and  being  pleased  with 
her  appearance,  she  underwent  several  curious  and 
whimsical  operations  in  order  to  qualify  her  for  the 
intended  honour,  and  which  she  used  to  detail  witli 
much  humour  and  gaiety.  In  about  ten  months^ 
she  was  pronounced  qualified,  and  conducted  to  the 
emperor's  bed.  Bet  had  seen  many  large  and  splen* 
did  apartments  in  the  palace,  but  the  magnificence 
of  this  bed-chamber  exceeded  all  conception.  She 
trembled  when  the  emperor  entered ;  but  the  kind- 
ness of  his  manners  soon  quieted  her  apprehensions. 
She  said  his  features  were  regular  and  manly,  and 
his  air  indicated  majesty  blended  with  condescen- 
sion. The  fire  of  his  eye  was  sc^tened  by  the  feel- 
ings of  love  and  tenderness.  Above  his  under 
dress,  which  was  extremely  rich,  he  wore  a  beautiful 
velvet  robe,  lined  with  ermine,  and'  embroidered 
with  gold.  His  turban  was  tastefully  disposed,  and 
in  the  front  was  a  star  of  diamonds.  His  whale 
conduct  to  the  young  Englisbwoman  was  charac- 
terized by  feeling. and  delicacy. 

Next  day.  Bet  received  the  formal  congratulations 
of  the  ladies  of  the  seragHo;  though  some  of  them 
could  ill  conceal  their  chagrin  at  her  good  fortune. 
This  gratified  her  vanity ;  while  the  flattering  words 
of  thf  emperor  assured  her  that  she  stood  high  IB 
his  estimation.  Honours  flowed  upon  her,  and  she 
was  soon  invested  with  a  distinguished  authority  in 
the  harem.  She  assiduously  endeavoiu-ed  to  please 
the  anperor,  and  exercised  great  influence  over  hma. 
She  moreover  bore  him  two  fine  sons,  of  whom -he 
was  excessively  fond.  Having  learned  an  useful 
lessfon  in  her  form^  sityation,  she  ^as  attentive* 
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Idxki^  and  generous  to  all  the  other  kdies,  and  also 
to  the  meatiest  slaves  in  the  palaoe.  She  always 
^poke  in  high  terms  of  respect  of  the  noble  and  dig- 
nified sentiments  displayed  by  tfce  emperor;*  but 
as  he  was  uncoramonly  hasty  and  severe  in  inflicting 
punishinent,  she  often  and  successfully  exerted  ber^ 
self  to  mitigate  his  wrath,  and  to  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  his  most  terriWe  resolutions.  These 
works  of  goodness  and  mercy  she  soon  found  had 
raised  h^  high  in  popular  opinion ;  as  his  other  wo- 
m€?n  neglected  all  important  concerns,  and  devoted 
themselves  entirely  to  voluptuous  pleasures. 

In  this  elevated  situation  Bet  continued  about 
five  years,  and  enjoyed  every  indulgence  that  might 
5eem  to  constitute  human  happiness.  The  emperor 
being  obliged  to  retreat  to  El  Waladia,  she  accom- 
panied him,  and  was  often  at  her  own  request  car- 
ried out  in  a  palanqiiin  to  enjoy  the  sea  breeze, 
while  soldiers  preceded  and  foUowed  at  some  dis- 
tance, to  keep  ofi^  all  curious  intruders.  In  one  of 
these  excusions,  she  chanced  to  see  an  English  ves- 
sel at  anchor  about  two  miles  from  the  shore.  The 
«ight  of  the  British  flag  affected  her  deeply :  she 
became  silent  and  melancholy,  and  was  continually 
contrasting  her  secluded  and  dangerous  situation^ 
from  'which  she  was  exposed  to  be  hurled  ^t  any 

*  A« the  subject  <3ft  this  memoir  appears  to  have  been  in  M(ftocf» 
between  the  years  1?43  bnd  1749i  it  must  have  beeb  during  the 
^retffnof  Muley  AbdaUah>  who  mounted  the  throne  in  1729,  and 
died  in  17^7*  It  is  here  confessed  that  he  was  severe  and  pas- 
sionate, and  obliged  to  remove  hastily  from  the  city  of  Morocco  j; 
ttud  this  agrees  with  the  feet^  that,  iik  ccmsequence  of  his  nnpopu- 
Jaritj,  be  was  six  tines  deposed/Wd  asi  often  mg^mi  the  ^rone  j 


Digitized  by.VjOOQlC 


590  -LIFE  (XT 

time  in  a  fit  of  levity  and  jealousy,  with  tlie  uncon- 
strained freedom  and  gaiety  of  her  native  country. 
On  the  second  day,  she  observed  the  vessel  in  the 
same  situation,  and  then  ventured  to  ask  the  attend- 
ing eunuch  what  it  did  there.  He  answered  that 
it  was  a  trader  belonging  to  England,  which  had 
been  favoured  with  the  emperor's  protection.  She 
pursued  her  enquiries  no  fjirther;  but  her  resolu- 
tion was  instantly  formed. 

There  was  an  Irish,  renegado  attached  to  the 
court,  who  acted  as  a  jeweller  to  the  emperor.  To 
this  man  she  sent,  by  a  confidential  slave,  an  old 
English  Gazetteer,  which  she  received  from  Mrs. 
Maxwell,  requesting  him  to  go  on  board  the  Eng- 
lish ship,  and  ask  the  captain  whether  he  could 
sell  her  such  a  book,  and  the  price  would  be  no  ob- 
ject. She  had  previously  raised  the  leather  of  the 
binding;  and,  after  inclosing  a  note,  fixed  it  neatly 
.down  again,  and  wrote  with  a  pencil  on  the  title,— 

**  A  wise  man  will  look 
Within  the  boards  of  a  book." 

The  captain  took  the  hint ;  and  a  slave  brought 
her  the  book  in  the  evening,  when,  to  her  great  joy, 
she  found  a  note,  stating  that  her  dTer  was  accepted, 
and,  on  the  seventh  evening,  his  boat  would  wait 
and  carry  her  from  a  certain  cove,  which  he  de- 
scribed.  A  verbal  message  was  also  received,  ex- 
pressing his  regret  that  he  could  not  accommodate 
the  empress^  as  he  termed  her,  with  ^  copy  of  tbp 
work  wanted. 

The  emperor,  however,  had  resolved  to  maFcIi 
against  Morocco  in  three  daysj  and  it  became  nei» 
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eessaiy  that  she  should  be  taken  ^^ddenly  ill,  and* 
be  rdndered  unable  to  sustain  the  fatigue  of  taravel-f 
ling^    The  emperor  expressed  great  concern  at  her 
illness,  and  took  his  leave  with  a  regret  and  tender* 
nesi  that  sdmost  overcame  her.    On  the  day  ap*- 
pointed,    she  pretended  to  be  much  better,  and 
obtained  leave  from  her  phyi^cian  to  visit  the  sea- 
shore again.     She  now  took  a  last  fsffewell  of  her 
children,   the   youngest   of  whom  was   only  tea 
months  old;  and  confessed  that  the  feelings  of  a 
mother  had  nearly  induced  her  to  abandon  her  pro-- 
ject.    She,  however,  at  last  vanquished  the  yearn-- 
ings  of  nature,  and  mounted  her  palanquin.    On< 
reaching  the  spot  agreed  upon,  she  requested  her 
attendants  to  halt,  and  permit  her  to  walk  alone  in^ 
the  adjoining  grove;  and  taking  a  box  with  her 
jewels,  she  walked  off.    She  soon  passed  a  knoll, 
when  she  perceived  the  boat ;  and  in  an  instant  the 
seamen  advanced  with  drawn  cutlasses.    But  hen 
attendants  seemed  to  entertain  some  kind  of  suspi- 
cion-,, for  they  followed  very  close,  and  overtook 
her  before  she  reaehed  the  boat.    Being,  however, 
unarmed;  and  the  guards  at  a  distance,  they  could 
not  effect  a  rescue;  yiat  the  chief  eunuch,  with 
great  resolution,  darted  forward  and  seized  the  boxy^ 
-which  a  seaman  had  taken  to  carry;  on  board.    The 
"boat  rowed  off  with  great  expedition ;  and.  the  ship 
was  under  way  before  the  guns  of  the  fort  began  to 
fire. 

On  reaching  the  ship,  and  viewing  the  shore.  Bet 
was  struck  with  remorse  for  her  unnatural  and  un- 
grateful conduct.  She  burst  into  tears,  and  begged 
the  captain  to  set  her  on  shore  again*.     But  ha^ 
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laughed  at  the  folly  of  her  request;  and  heandg^. 
that  her  jewels^  which  he  had  expected  would  at 
once  enrich  him,  were  lost,  his  anger  became  violent, 
beyond  c(»iception:  he  hdd  a  pistol  at  the  iiian'& 
head  who  had  been  entrusted  with  them,  and  at  last 
threatened  to  blow  up  the  ship  witii  all  the  eoiw^ 
ardly  scoundrels  on  board.  Bet  now  retired  to  the 
cabin,  where  she  bitterly  lamented  the  rashness  and 
wickedness  of  her  conduct. 

She  attempted  to  appease  the  captain's  rage  at 
the  disappointment  he  had  experienced,  by  presents 
ing  him  with  her  ear-brings  and  valuable  bracelets  ; 
but  stUl  he  growled,  and  more  than  onoe  during  the 
passage  threatened  to  throw  her  overboard.  Om 
arriving  in  the  Downs,  the  ship  dropped  anchor 
near  a  Scotch  vessel  bound  to  Leith,  the  master  of 
which,  on  hearing  Bet's  story,  kindly  offered  her  i^ 
passage  down ;  and  she  left  the  avaricious  and  bru* 
tal  captain  with  great  satisfaction. 

On  landing  at  Leith,  the  kind-hearted  seaman 
gave  her  money  to  carry  her  home  to  Dunse ;  but 
in  Edinburgh  she  accidentally  met  her  own  brotbor* 
Being  an  abandoned  character,  instead  of  receiving 
into  his  arms  the  unfortunate  wanderer,  he  poured 
upon  her  the  most  horrid  oaths  and  cutting  reproofs^ 
and  threatened  to  deliver  her  up  to  justice  for  re. 
turning  from  transportation  before  the  expiration  of 
her  term.  A  crowd  was  soon  collected;  and, 
amongst  others,  the  captain  of  a  West  Indiaman 
came  up,  who  being  struck  with  her  beauty,  drew 
the  brother  aside,  gave  him  some  money  to  walk 
off,  and  then  conducted  Bet  on  board  of  his  ship^ 
pretending  that  his  only  motive  was  to  save  h^ 
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^m  n  pAison*  But  duting  the  voyage  to  London, 
where  he  had  to  complete  his  cdrgo,  she  discovered 
his  intentions,  and  despised  him  both  on  account  of 
his  bad  principles  and  his  disagreeable  person* 

On  reaching  London,  she  contrived  to  escape 
frdni  h^  doating  but  disgusting  lov^r,  and  took 
j^vate  lodgings,  where  she  continued  only  a  few 
days>  when  her  beauty  and  genteel  figure  attracted 
the  attention  of  an  opulent  mercer,  who  took  her 
into  keepingj,  a«  it  is  termed.  She  next  lived  under 
the  protection  of  an  unfeeling,  rascally  nobleman, 
whom  she  was  obliged  to  fly  from ;  and  after  en- 
during much  distress,  became  a  common  prostitute. 
The  privations,  misery,  and  anxiety  she  experienced 
in  this  situation  at  last  brought  on  a  violent  fever, 
which  she,  contrary  to  all  appearances,  recovered 
from;  but  her  intellects  were  irrecoverably  injured. 
After  this,  she  wandered,  during  the  remainder  of 
her  long  life,  about  the  Borders  of  Scotland,  whierd 
she  selected  certain  gentlemen*s  and  opulent  farmers' 
houses,  which  she  visited  regularly.  Her  wondrous 
adventures  and  brilliant  sallies  of  wit  always  made 
her  ^  welcome  guest;  and  when  she  was  in  the 
humour,  she  could  render  herself  extremely  useful 
in  househ<dd  alPairs.  The  house  of  Mn  Johnson  of 
Halton  Hall,  and  of  Mr.  Benton  of  Blackadder, 
were  favourite  places  of  resort.  Her  cloaths  Evinced 
her  love  of  dress :  they  were  generally  such,  as  she 
received  from  ladies;  but  she  always  wore  a  large 
tartan  mantle,  and  a  round  beaver  hat.  She  ad- 
dressed persons  of  the  first  rank  with  ease  and  pro- 
priety, and  seldom  failed  to  obtain  a  handsome 
present.    When  she,  had  coHecteda  tolerable,  sum, 
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she  usually  sought  out  a  parfy  of  Gipsies,  witit. 
whom'  she  squandered  her  money.  The  last  account 
which  the  writer  heard  of  this  singular  character,, 
was  when  she  rested  a  week,  about  thirty  years  ago^v 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Henry  Atkinson,  weaver,  in 
Newcastle,  on  her  return  from  visiting  a  gentleinair 
in  the  south.  She  was  then  upwards  of  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  yet  the  remains  of  beauty  were 
still  visible.  Her  life  was  once  published ;  but  tier 
wiitei?  has-  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  copy. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

'  *  • 

gjffnKKng  at  Ch«ter4e-9treet— Infatuation  at  Newca8tle-«»EnUstB'  at  Moipeili-^ 
-  Maich  to  Ytotk— Escape— AiriFcg  at  Ldtb—Adventurea— Returns  to  Rothbmjr 
,    i.— Pursued  by  Soldiers^ Wounded-  and  di0cb&iged<i-Retires  Home— Intrigue^ 

WW  IK  will  now  return  to  James^  AHan,  who,  off 
reaching  Chester-le-Street,  entered  a  public  house; 
where,  it  being  Saturday,  he  foulid  a  numb^  of 
pitmen  raffling  for  a  gun^.  After  this  business  was 
decided,  they  began  to  throw  for  small  sums;  and 
.Allans  joining  in  the  sport,  suffered  himself  to  lose 
several  trifling  deposits^  At  length,  he  seemed  to 
become  both  drunk  and  desperate,  and  offered  ta 
stake  ten  guineas  to  five  on  a  single  throw.  The 
pitmen,  after  a  short  consultation,,  produced  the 
inoney,  and  sent  for  the  lucky  Geordey  JDunn  to 
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<sist  for  tliem;  but  Allan  threw  two  above  him, 
and  instailtly  swept  the  money  off  the  table.  How- 
ever, though  very  dexterous  in  chaiiging  the  dice, 
he  was  observed  by  a  looker-on,  who  told  the  com- 
pany that  he  had  cheated,  w^en  they  insisted  he 
should  refund  the  caish.  But  Allan  had  provided 
against  this  accident ;  and  seizing  the  large  red-hot 
kitchen  poker,  he  flourished  it  about  his  head  until 
he  reached  the  door,  and,  being  favoured 1)y  a  dark 
night,  was  soon  out  bf  danger. 

On  approaching  Newcastle,  his  spirits  rose  high 
in  anticipating  the  dash  he  would  cut  in  Rothbury ; 
but  in  passing  the  Head  of  tbe  Side  about  midnight, 
his  meditations  vv^re  interrupted  by  the  salutation 
of  an  old  female  acquaintance,  who  invited  him  to 
her  residence  in  the  Castle  Garth*  Here  he  gave  a 
loose  to  his  old  propensity  for  riot  and  dissipation; 
and  though  possessed  of  penetration  and  caution  in 
ordinary  cases,  yet  he  suffered  himself  to  be  over- 
t;ome  by  the  blandishments  df  this  abandoned  wo- 
man, who  next  day  absconded,  whilst  he  was  asleep, 
with  the  wlidle  of  his  ill-gotten  gains ;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  to  Morpeth  without  a  shilljng  in 
his  pocket. 

On  arriving  at  this  place,  he  went  into  a  public 
house,  and  boldly  ordered  refreshments,  intenifeng 
to  lay  the  company  under  contribution  after  play-  • 
ing  a  few  tunes ;  but  a  soldier  entering,  he  sent  him 
for  his  Serjeant  and  enlisted.  The  serjeant,  observ- 
ing the  pipes,  suspected  whom  he  had  got  to  deal 
•with,  and  immediately  carried  him  before  a  justice, 
where  he  was  sworn  in.  Allan  ^ow  determined  to 
-slip  off;  but  the  serjeant, marched  him  directly  to 
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If ewcastle^  in  order  to  deliv^  him,  with  proper  cau- 
tions, to  his  officer.  The  latter,  who  was  a  young; 
conceited  man,  happened  to  sup  with  some  gentle- 
men in  the  inn,  where  he  hoasted  that  he  had  got 
their  favourite  pipa*  and  noted  deserter  in  his 
power,  and  desired  them  to  observe  how  carefully 
he  would  keep  him.  One  of  the  company  observed 
that  he  should  not  be  too  confident,  for  Jamie  could 
double  Uke  a  fox  and  run  like  a  hare.  The  officer^ 
with  a  sneer,  offered  to  bet  fifty  pounds  to  thirty 
that  he  would  not  escape  from  his  men  before  they 
reached  the  head  quarters  at  York.  The  gentleman 
accepted  the  bet,  and  even  allowed  the  c^cer  to  in* 
form  his  men  of  the  circumstance,  and  to  keep  it  a 
secret  from  AUan, 

The  officer,  being  rich  ^  and  careless  of  money, 
promised  to  divide  his  winnings  between  two  ser* 
jeants  and  two  corporals,  to  whom  Allan  was  espe- 
cially Entrusted;  and  on  the  following  morning 
they  began  their  march.  One  corporal  pi^eceded 
our  disappointed  piper,  and  another  followed  him, 
with  their  guns  loaded ;  while  a  Serjeant  walked  on 
each  side,  with  their  swords  drawn.  Had  he  been 
permitted  to  march  amongst  the  other  recruits,  he 
might  have  proceeded  to  York  before  he  deseib^ ; 
but  this  usage  excited  his  indignation,  and  lie  le- 
solved  to  escape  at  the  risk  of  his  life.  He,  how^ 
ever,  maintained  the  appearance  of  great  cheerfulness 
and  unconcern;  and  when  the  women  expressed 
their  regret  that  such  a  fine-looking  man  should  be 
flogged  or  shot,  he  pretended  not  to  hear  them^ 
After  passing  Boroughbridge,  they  came  to  the  side 
of  a  wood,  when  Allan  observed  iie  yfrovld  be  unde$ 
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I3ie  necesfflty  of  troubling  them  for  a  minute.  His 
guards  consented,  and  drew  up  before  him  at  a  few 
yards  distance.  Pretending  to  unbutton,  he  stooped 
AowJif  and  watching  his  opportunity,  seized  a  stone» 
which  he  threw  over  their  heads,  and  in  the  same 
moment  dashed  into  the  wood.  One  qf  the  corpo- 
rals fired  at  him ;  and  he  observed  the  other  soldiers 
and  recruits  running  up  to  assist  their  comrades. 
The  underwood  was  very  thick  and  troublesome; 
but  Allan  had  been  accustomed  from  his  youth  to 
penetrate  through  woods,  and  he  easily  eluded  his 
pursuers,  though  his  face  and  hands  w^e  covered 
with  blood  from  the  scratches  he  received.  On  get- 
ting into  the  open  country,  he  cowered  along  the 
side  of  the  hedges  until  he  conceived  he  was  out  of 
danger,,  when  he  walked  straight  on  to  Whitby. 

Here  he  went  on  board  a  small  sloop  bound  for 
Leith,  where  he  arrived  in  about  twenty  houfs.  In 
Edinburgh  he  met  a  shoemaker  belonging  to  Aln- 
wick, who  invited  him  into  a  whisky  cellar,  where 
several  ^others  of  the  same  trade  were  drinking. 
After  playing  a  few  tunes,  the  company  offered 
him  a  guinea  to  play  on  the  following  day  before 
jking  CrUpin.  To  this  he  agreed;  and  next  day> 
instead  of  parading  at  York,  he  was  playing  before 
Ms  mqjesty  through  the  principal  streets  df  Edin- 
burgh. After  spending  a  few  days  here,  his  desire, 
to  visit  Rothbury  became  so  violent,  that  he  im- 
'prudently  resolved  to  brave  every  danger  in  order 
to  enjoy  a  few  hours'  merriment  with  his  old  ac- 
quaintances. 

In  travelling  past  Wooler  Haugh,  he  observed 
doaths  dryings  and  the  young  woman  who  was  ap;- 
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pointed  to  watch  them  fast  asleep.  As  he  was  al- 
ways peculiarly  fond  of  fine  linen,  he  selected  three 
<)f  the  best  ruffled  shirts,  and  walked  off  unper- 
ceived.  At  Rothbury,  the  townsmen,  as  usual, 
flocked  to  the  public  house  where  he  resided.  On 
the  third  night,  while  he  was  playing  to  some 
youilg  men  from  Tosson,  a  woman  entered  hastUy, 
and  said  that  four  strange  men,  but  not  soldiers, 
were  enquiring  of  a  boy  in  a  low  voice  where  Jamie 
Allan  was.  Allan  easily  comprehended  who  the 
strangers  were,  and,  giving  his  pipes  to  the  landlord, 
flew  out  of  the  house ;  and  though  pursued,  yet  he 
was  so  swift,  and  knew  the  neighbourhood  so  well, 
that  he  escaped  without  difficulty. 

The  party  who  now  attempted  to  apprehend  him, 
consisted  of  the  serjeant  with  whom  he  had  enlisted 
at  Morpeth,  and  three  of  his  men,  disguised  in  co- 
loured cloaths.  They  were  exceedingly  irritated  at 
their  disappointment ;  and  the  serjeant  declared  that 
he  would  not  lea-ve  Ex^thbury  until  he  had  either' 
taken  the  deserter,  or  compelled  him  to  abandon 
the  plate  altogether.  One  of  Allan's  friends  ac- 
quainted him  next  day  with  the  Serjeant's  resolu- 
tion, and  advised  him  to  retire  to  Hexham  until  the 
seijeanf  s  return  to  his  regiment.  Allan  agreed  to 
follow  his  advice;  and  being  under  no  apprehen- 
sions of  pursuit,  walked  leisurely  on  towards  Kirk- 
whelpington,  where  he  lodged  all  night,  and  next 
morning  proceeded. forwards  on  the  Hexham  road. 
But  his  friend  having  in  confidence  told  his  wife  of 
the  route  he  had  taken,  she  in  her  turn  informed 
her  neighbours,  and  at  last  it  came  to  the  Serjeant's 
ears,  who  instantly  set  off,  fcnd  travelled  so  expedi- 
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tkniiily  that  they  overtook  him  some  miles  north  of. 
Hexham.     Allan,  on  looking  behind  him,  recog-^- 
nized  his  former  keeper,  the  serjeant,  and  in  mki 
instant  darted  forward,  pursued  by  the  whole  party^ 
In  leaping  over  a  hedge,  he  lost  time ;  and  his  eiie* 
mies  being  at  hand^  he  was  obUged  to  defend  him- 
self for  some  time  with  a  stick,  and  easily  kept 
them'  all  at  bay^  as  none  were  armed  except  the: ,. 
drummer.    When  an  opportunity  offered,  he  agsdo: 
ran  off;  but  in  passing  over  a  high  stile,  the  drum-, 
mer  i^truck  him.  witji  his  sword  upon  the  wrist. 
iUlan  viewed  the  wound  for  a.  few  seepnds  with 
considerable  emotion,  and  then  looking  at  the  drumr 
ma:,  exclaimed  wHb  minstrel  pride, "  Ye  hae  spoiled 
the  best  pipe  hand  in  England(r 

AUan  was  now  completely  conquered,  and  quietly 
suffered  himself  to  be  conducted  to  Ghollerford, 
Vfhete  a  French  surgeon,  who  happened  to  be  in  the. 
neighbourhoods  dressed  his  wound.  He  was  pev^r 
istfter  thii  able  to  bend  the  finger  joints  next  to  hifr 
hand ;  but.  this,  contrary  to  his  expectations,  did 
not  in  the  smallest  degree  prove  detrimental  to  hi& 
m^sical  performances 

The  Serjeant  conducted  Allan  to  Hexham,  and 
placed  him  in  the  house  of  correction.  But  many 
respectable  persons  were  sorry  for  his  misfc^uney 
and  interested  themselves  so  effectually  in  his  be- 
half, that  he  was  in  a  few  days  discharged;  and  thia 
favour  was  the  more  readily  obtained,  as  his  wound 
rendered  him  in  future  incapable  of  imposing  upon 
the  miUtary. 

When  he  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rothbury,  his  friends  Rocked  round  him,  and  in 
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order  to  keep  up  his  spirits,  which  wete  ^rery  low, 
urged  him  to  drinks  In  comequeuce  of  this  intern-^ 
perate  mode  of  life,  his  wound  assumed  an  alarming 

appearance.    Mr.  S of  Witton,  who  had  always 

been  particularly  friendly  to  him,  hearing  of  h^ 
dangerous  situation,  inrited  him  to  his  house,  and 
requested  his  housekeeper,  who  was  a  noted  doc^ 
Iress,  to  examine  his  wound.  The  <Ad  woman  as^ 
sured  him  that  she  could  soon  cure  it,  provided  he^ 
came  every  morning  to  get  it  dressed* 

Mr.  S— ^  had  a  handsome  daughter,  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  for  whose  seductioD  Allan 
moi^t  basely  and  ungratefully  began  to  form  his- 
plans.  Having  frequent  opportunities  of  eonven^ 
ing  in  private  with  this  girl,  he  first  begiati  aitfiilly 
to  raise  her  wonder  and  excite  her  esteem,  by  relat- 
ing his  strange  and  perilous  adventures ;  and  wheff 
he  found  he  had  made  an  impression,  he  declared 
his  love  in  the  most  earnest  and  pressing  terms^ 
until  at  last  she  OHisented  to  el<^  and  marry  him ; 
a  proceedings  which  he  represented  in  the  most  fas^ 
dnating  colours  to  her  romantic  imagination,  fiav^ 
ing  packed  up  a  few  necessary  articles  preparat<Mpy 
to  her  flight,  tibe  housekeeper  accidentally  found 
the  bundle,  and,  upon  opening  it,  immediately  su«^ 
peeted  the  scheme.  But  on  interrogating  the  girl, 
she,  in  order  to  ccmceai  her  intentions,  said  that 
ihe  had  promised  to  attend  a  dancing  at  some 
^stance  unknown  to  her  father,  where  she  designed 
to  dress  herself;  and  entreated  the  housekeeper  to 
take  no  notice  of  this  foolish  business,  and  she 
would  never  ^ttempt  to  offeiul  again  in  such  a 
mann».  *  ^  : 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMBS  AMAK.  401 

This  misadventure  only  served  to  increase  the 
imfffHeUce,  both  of  A^tei  arid  Miss  S— — ^  to  put 
their  scheme  ifato  execution;  ami  the  tett^  ftgreedi 
in  tfi^o  da7«)  #hen  both  her  fitther  tod  the  paying 
hotisciteeper  would  be  absent,  to  make  another  at- 
tetopt  Allan  procured  a  hoiise  to  faeilitcU^e  their 
flighty  arid  at  the  time  appointed  went  to  Mr. 
^c^^^uuJ^  house,  and  the  thoughtless  girl  mounted 
behind  him.  But  they  had  not  proceeded  fat, 
when,  on  turning  a  corner^  the  watchful  house- 
keeper stood  before  them  and  seized  the  bridle* 
Allan  was  almost  mad  with  ntge  alid  disappoint* 
ment  at  this  unexpected  interruption ;  but  his  hor- 
fid    daths   and    crud    threateriings  awaked    Misil 

S^ frdm  her  dangerous  and -delusive  dream,  and) 

springing  off,  «he  clasped  her  faithful, friend  in  her 
arms.  The  experienced  seducer  now  forgot  his 
accustomed  prudence,  and  threatened  to  blast  the 
character  of  his  intended  victim  for  ever  if  she  re- 
fused to  accompany  him;  but  being  bold  in  con- 
scious innocence,  she  smiled  at  his  malignity,  and 
left  him  vowing  destruction  upon  the  whole  family 
if  the  affair  was  ever  mentioned. 

This  awkward  business  induced  Allan  to  quit  that 
yart  of  the  country,  and  to  wander  about  the  Bor- 
ders ;  but  his  pipes  rendered  him  a  welcbnie  visitor 
wherever  he  called.  After  spending  some  time  iri 
'the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso  and  Coldstream,*  he 
went  to  J)lay  at  ErtibletGli  feast.  Here  be  wks 
^triifck  with  the  neat^  sjftiart  appearam^  of  a  girl 
^siamed  A}ice  TayliH- ;  but  aj&  sh«  ki^w  his  bad  ha- 
bits and  licentious  prjopensities,  slje- positively  re- 
fmed  ti>  /listen  to  hi)»ilechj»t4oiiB  df  love.    Shortly 

3  £ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


402  LIFE  OF 

after,  she  was  engaged  to  serve  at  an  inn  in  Aln- 
wick, when  he  seized  every  opportunity  to  assail 
her  with  the  most  importunate  solicitations;  to 
avoid  which  she  left  her  place,  and  removed  to 
Morpeth.  But  Allan  was  not  disheartened  by  her 
firmness :  he  knew  the  power  of  flattery  over  the 
female  heart ;  and  at  this  place  also  he  discovered 
her  retreat,  and  renewed  his  vows  and  entreaties. 
At  length  her  resolution  began  to  waver ;  she  could 
not  treat  a  man  cruelly  who  evidently  adored  her, 
and  she  began  to  flatter  herself  that  the  influence  of 
her  charms  might  operate  a  thorough  reformation 
in  his  habits.  To  his  person  she  could  have  no  ob« 
jection ;  so,  after  a  long  struggle,  she  yielded,  and 
accompanied  her  lover  to  Coldstream^  where  they 
were  married,  — ^-— ^ 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Allan  deaerta  hit  Wife  Alice — Cohabit!  with  Mary  Raw]ini-.»Niinieroiii  Depnd»- 
tions— Contrives  a  Plot— It  ends  in  a  Hone*whippuig— Flies  to  Liveipoal— 
Accidental  Interview  with  an  old  Associate— The  Letter— Listeners  never  hear 
Good  of  thenaselves— Projects  of  Revenge— The  Garden  Scenes 

Allan  lived  wJth  his  wife  about  three  years, 
and  behaved  with  wonderful  regularity  and  sobriety. 
His  spouse  was  dean,  careful,  and  industrious,  and 
endeavoured  to  promote^ his  hapjuness  with  the 
most  affectionate  solicitude!    She  also  bore  him  tviro 
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S6fts,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy^  and  the  other 
was  accidentally  killed  at  Alnwick  in  his  tenth  year« 
But  the  attractions  of  home  were  too  weak  to  over- 
come Allan's  Gipsy  propensities  for  rambling  and 
licentiousness ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with 
one  Mary  Kawlins  at  Hexham^  whose  abandoned 
and  vulgar  manners  suited  his  taste,  he  resolved  to 
desert  honest  Alice.  He  consequently  became 
peevish,  irritable,  and  unreasonable;  but  his  wife 
submitted  to  all  his  humours  with  the  utmost  pa- 
tience, and  would  afford  him  no  pretext  for  quarrel- 
ling with  her.  However,  he  one  day  burst  into  the 
room  (they  were  then  living  -in  Newcastle)  in  a 
great  hurry,  and  ordered  her,  in  a  peremptory  tone, 
to  prepare?  instantly  for  a  long  journey;  but  she, 
being  in  the  last  stage  of  pregnancy,*  refused  to 
obey  this  cruel  and  imperious  mandate:  He  there- 
fore affected  to  be  in  a  great  rage,  and  throwing 
down  a  few  shillings,  exclaimed,  "  There,  take  that ; 
and  as  a  punishment  for  your  disobedience,  I  shall 
now  leave  you  to  shift  for  yourself."  He  then  de- 
parted, and  never  more  visited  Alice,  though  he 
always  spoke  of  her  with  respect. 

After  a  successful  trip  to  Carlisle  races,  he  retired 
to  Hexham,  and  proposed  to  celebrate  his  union 
with  Moll  Rawlins  by  a  merry  wedding ;  but  the 
parson  refused  to  perform  the  ceremony,  having 

*  Alice  shortly  after  this  was  deliv^ed  of  a  daughter,  who  inhe^i^ 
rited  many  of  her  father's  propensities,  being  as  fond  of  a  plurality 
of  husbands  as  he  was  of  wives.  ^Allalk  seems  to  have  in  some 
degree  corrupted  the  morals  of  poor  Alice;  for,  finding  herself 
deserted,  she  accepted  the  hand  «f  pne  Charles  Carr,  to  whom  she 
had  several  children.    She  resided  in  Alnwick  for  many  years. 
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he^  thft  b^^as  abrfady  marri^*  However,  A£< 
laq  jspon  removed  tbi^  difficulty,  by  di^ssing  one  o^ 
the^/aa^;g:«i^  in  a  good  9uH  of  doaths,  and  sending 
l^ia^  to  th^  parson,  belbre  whom  be  offered  to  swear 
tb^t  be  bad  att^oded  Allan's  wife'*  {nn&fsi.  The 
splemn  deal^mtioii  of  this  fellow  wa$  credited;  an& 
the  wedding  horded  abundanee  of  an^uaement  to  & 
great  company  of  the  lower  class  of  people. 

Moll's  extravagance  and  licentiousness  indiioedr 
Allan  to  have  recourse  to  many  dishonest  contriy-^ 
appes,  f^  to  resume  all  the  thievii^  tficks^of  hia^ 
youth.  To  pamper  ber  appetite,  most  of  the  hen-: 
roosts  and  pig-sties  in  the  ndghbourfaood  were  kid 
wilder  eontcibution.  On. one  oeeai^on,  he  was  ob-^ 
served  stealing  some  bens ;  and  being  closely  pur- 
sued, was  obliged  to  plunge  into  the  Tyne  and' 
swim  across..  The  farmer  boasted  much  of  having: 
nearly  taJken  a  bold,  sturdy  robber  ^  ai^  Allan  in 
i^evenge  stole  a  lamb  and  most  of  his  poultry .-  But 
Ike  suffei^,  dreading  to  incur  tbe  ridicule  of  hi» 
neighbours^  liever  mentioned  the  loss  to  any  one. 

One  Sunday,  m  passing  a  farm-house^  about  two" 
miles  from  Hexham,  he  observed  that  the  family 
was  abnent ;  and,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  of  re-^ 
turning  at  night,  he  entered  the  pig-sty,  and  se- 
lected one  of  the  young  brood.  On  approaching: 
the  town,  he  met  the  farmer  and  seveml  others  re-- 
turning  from  church ;  and  just  while  passing,  the 
little  prisoner  squeaked  out.  But  Allan  instantly 
turned  about^  and;  by  several  strange  contortions^ 
impressed  the  rustic^  with  the  idea  that  he  was  imi- 
tating a  pig;  and  the  unsuspecting  farmer  joined  in 
the  general  laugh,  roaring  out  at  the  same  timer 
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'  ^33mie,  thou's'a  qneer  dbg/*  CUving  escaped  thisf^ 
danger,  ha  ran  to  the  farm-house  fcy  aiu^hev  road^^ 
and  succeeded  in  replaeing  the  pig  unnptieed  by 
any  p^erson^ 

At  this  time^  he  stole  the  ii^n  geat  attache^  to  » 
i^umber  of  jdoughs ;  and  having  loaded  a  stout  ass^ 
"vhich  he  borrowed  from  some  mugger^^  he  sent 
Moll  to  sdA  the  plunder  to  9fi  0I4  acquaintanee  i» 
Gateshead.  The  dealer,  however,  g^ve  her  only  a 
iii^  for  the  whole  load ;  on  which,  the  exasperated 
^^l^n  vbw^  to  be  revenged.  Having  borrowed, 
thiee  galloways  from  h^s  fri^^s^  the  muggefs,  he* 
immediately  set  o£P,  accompanied  by  his  hcmest 
partnei! }  and  having  reached  Pipewdilgate  betwixt 
twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  he  etitered  the* 
dealer^s  warehouse  by  means  of  false  keys,  of  which, 
he  always  kept  a  gj?eat  variety^  Striki^  a  lighty^^ 
he  and  Moll  soon  filled  the  empty  panniers  with  old 
iron ;  when  she  knocked  at  the  house  door,  and  hc^ 
slipped  off.  Moll,  on  being  admitted,  told  ther 
d^ler  that  she  had  been  in  luck,  and  wquld  sell  the 
whole  by  lump  if  he  would  be  generous.  The  bar-i^ 
gain  was  soon  made,  and  the  w\uAe  was  thrown^ 
into  an  adjoining  cellar. ,  On  returning  to  Hexham' 
the  same  night,  they  stde  a  quantity  of  poultry 
and  potatoes,  which  constituted  a  plentiful  feast,, 
and  recompensed  the  muggers  for  the  loan  of  their 
galloways. 

Allian  continued  his  depredations  f<H*  a  eonsidera-r 
ble  time,  during  which  he  had  several  Very  narro^s^ 
escapes^  At  length,  he  became  weary  of  MoU,  and 
apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of  his  unlawful: 
practices^    While  standi!^  musipg  one  day  in  thes 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


406  LIFE  OF 

tbarket-place,  a  girl  in  passing  looked  esrhesQy 
at  him,  and  then  exclaimed  aloud,  **What,  Ja- 
mie !  are  you  still  alive  ?"  when  he  immediately  re- 
cognized an  old  associate,  Fanny  of  Closewood« 
On  adjourning  to  an  ale-house,  she  seriously  assured 
Allan  that  she  now  led  a  settled,  reformed  life; 
and»  as  a  proof  of  her  assertion,  stated  that  she  was 
servant  to  a  rich  young  widow,  whose  husband  had. 
been  long  the  principal  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Haltwhistle.  The  word  rich  no  sooner  caught 
his  ear,  than  he  conceived  the  project  of  obtaining 
possession  of  the  widow's  property,  which  his  in- 
formant assured  him  amounted  to  nine  hundred 
pounds,  exclusive  of  the  farming  stock*  On  com- 
municating his  scheme  to  the  r^/brmed  Fanny,  and 
promising  her  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  succeeded, 
rfie  without  hesitation  suggested  what  she  conceived 
to  be  the  most  prudent  plan  of  proceeding,  and 
they  parted  with  mutual  assurances  of  friendship. 

Allan  was  at  first  puzzled  how  to  acquire  the 
means  of  appearing  respectable;  until  he  remem- 
bered jseeing  a  notorious  sharper  at  Newcastle  a  few 
days  before,  when  he  was  there  disposing  of  some 
stolen  poultry.  He  therefore  immediately  set  off 
in  search  of  this  fellow ;  and  having  with  some  dif- 
ficulty discoveried  his  residence,  he  detailed  the  out- 
lines of  his  plotn  and  proposed  to  give  one  half  of 
his  gains  to  any  one  that  would  furnish  him  with 
the  necessary  requisites.  The  sharper  took  Allan's 
receipt  for  the  sum ;  but  the  latter  confessed  to  the 
writer,  that  he  was,  at  the  very  moment  of  afiixing 
his  mark,  meditating  iio(jfr  t(^  cheat  him.  Such  is 
the  honesty  of  thieves.' !    -  «• »  ;i    w 
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Being  equipped  in  a  good  suit  of  cloaths,  and 
mounted  upon  an  excellent  horse,  he  proceeded  to- 
wards Haltwhistle,  which  he  contrived  to  enter  on 
the  approach  of  evening.  When  nearly  dark,  he 
rode  off  to  the  widow's  residence,  and  was  glad  that 
a  heavy  shower  of  rain  favoured  his  project.  On 
reaching  the  house,  he  knocked  at  the  door,  and  en^ 
quired  the  most  direct  road  to  Haydon  Bridge* 
His  intended  victim,  seeing  him  genteelly  dressed 
and  well  mounted,  invited  him  to  alight  until  the 
rain  ceased,  and  ordered  a  servant  to  put  up  his 
horse.  Allan  accepted  her  polite  invitation,  and 
said  that  he  had  crossed  the  country  from  Knares- 
dale,  where  he  had  been  transacting  some  business ; 
but  being  a  stranger  in  the  country,  he  had  lost  his 
way.  » 

The  artful  Fanny,  having  been  ordered  to  bring 
8ome  refreshments  into  the  parlour,  beckoned  her 
,mistres9  to  leave  the  room,  when  she  said,  "  O  dame, 
I  know  that  gentleman  well.  He  is.a  great  farmer 
and  grazi^  near  Wooler,  and  my  father  is  one  of 
his  hinds.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  ask  him  how 
my  poor  father  is  ?  for  I  am  ashamed  to  speak  to  so 
great  a  man.  Dear  Mr.  Wood !  he  is.  a  fine,  swc^t 
man,  and  a  good  master ;  but  I  heard  that  he  never 
smiled  since  'Squire  Carr's  daught^r  died,  just  tWo 
days  before  their  marriage  day^  Aye,  that  was  a 
sad  trial  for  any  Christian  tnan."  The  mistress  was 
much  gratified  to  know  the  general  history  of  her 
.guest,  and  returned  %o  the  parlour  with  a  determi- 
nation to  press  him  ^  st^y  all  night,  and  to  try 
'  ivhether  she  could  not  make  him  smile:  . 
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Having  fnentioned  her  aiervarit's  Dame  and  ftimlly, 
she  asked  Allan  how  heif  father  was.  He  am^wemd 
that  the  aid  raah  was  in  perfect  health,  but  afiPeoted 
n6t  to  feecollect  his  daughter.  He  then  attempted 
to  take  his  leave;  but,  with  apparent  reluctance^ 
stiifered  himself  at  last  to  be  overcome  by  the  wii 
dow's  kind  solicitations  to  stay  all  night.  After 
su{^per»  he  appeared  affected  by  her  beauty  and 
good  sense,  and  sometimes  relaxed  into  a  smile, 
when  he  Vi^ould  check  himself  arid  sigh  deejply; 
The  vain  woman  observed  with  delight  and  exultau- 
tion  the  efiect  produced  by  her  charms ;  and  in  tfai 
mornings  when  he  was  again  about  lo  de^mrt,  e^e 
b^aii  t6  play  her  part,  and  appeared  absent  and 
mtUin<ihbly.  However,  the  parties  stemed  to  Uni- 
derstand  each  other,  and  it  was  the  third  day  before 
be  fihaUy  took  his  leave ;  when  it  Mrai  understood 
j^  tbit  theif  n&ajrk^  should  take  place  in  a  few 
weefcs^  aftdr  which  the  farm  was  to  be  given  upt 
and  she  was  to  accompany  him  to  his  otvn  house. 

Allan  retuitii^d  to  Newi^tle  in  high  spirits,  being 
txmfidefrit  ()f  sucoess.  His  frifend  in  iniquity  thought 
the  prospect  f  ery  flattering,  and  gave  bim  three 
guineas  to  live  upon,  until  about  twenty  days,  after 
^hich  he  advised  him  to  leturn,  andprcmiised  in 
the  mean  time  to  write  ixi  hiisr  name  a  few  fkitung 
love^lettei^,  which  he  Would  get  posti^d  at  Alhwidb. 
Ailan,  having  given  up  his  cloaths  till  the  appointed 
time,  returned  to  AfoU  jat  Hexham. 

At  the  exkl  of  three  wieeks,  he  was  again  eqv^ 
ped,  and  retutned  to  visit  the  wii^w,  with  the  de^ 
sign  of  hastening  the  ixwrnag^V  btft^  f ortunatdy  f or 
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hBT,  ohe  of  her  relations  had  accidentally  called,  and 
was  standing  at  the  window  when  he  appeared^ 
On  seeing  him,  he  exclaimed  with  surprise,  "  What 
can  Jamie  Allan  the  piper  want  here  ?  I  fear  he 
has  stolen  both  the  horse  and  the  fine  doaths  he  has 
on.'*  But  the  widow  said^  "  Dear  me !  Bob>  are  you 
not  mistaken  ?  That  is  no  piper :  he  is  a  rich  gra- 
zier and  a  gentleman ;  his  name  is  Wood."—**  Sure- 
ly, cousin,*'  replied  her  friend^  **  you  are  out  of  your 
wits.  Who  does  not  know  the  tiiief,  Jamie  Allan  ?'* 
The  poor  woman  was  thunderstruck ;  she  turned 
pale  and  trembled,  and  her  friend  caught  her  in  his 
armsi  and  set  her  upon  a  chairj^  when  she  burst  into 
tears,  and  muttered,  "  0  the  villain !"  Her  friend^ 
who  was  a  shrewd  man,  guessed  her  meaning,  and, 
taking  up  his  whip3  met  Allan  returning  from  the 
stable,  and  gave  him  a  most  severe  lashing,  after 
which  he  told  him  to  depart  immediately,  or  he 
would  order  the  servants,  who  were  just  coming  to 
dinner,  to  toss  him  in  a  blanket.  It  was  not  neces* 
jtary  to  repeat  the  threat;  for  Allan  was  soon 
mounted,  and  galloped  off  deeply  chagrined,  both 
$tt  his  disappointment,  and  at  the  disgraceful  chas- 
tisement he  had  submitted  to,  and  which  he  dreaded 
would  make  him  become  the  jest  of  the  country. 
His  apprehensions  in  this  respect  were,  however, 
unfounded ;  for  the  widow  and  her  relation  had  too 
much  prudence  to  promulgate  a  story  which  would 
connect  their  names  with  that  of  the  notorious 
Allan. 

Having  secured  his  horse,  he  went  home  very 
late ;  and,  rousing  Moll^^  he  said  that  he  had  just  re- 
turned from  visiting  his  relations  (where  he  had 
18  8  F. 
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told  her  he  intended  to  go),  and  had  taet  a  fcV 
tradesmen  in  the  street,  who  were  full  of  frolic,  and 
wanted  a  tune.  He  then  groped  about,  and  having 
secured  his  pipes  and  two  shirts,  he  requested  hei" 
to  rise  and  make  ready  his^  supper,  as  he  would  he 
back  in  an  hour.  The  night  was  very  wet  and 
stormy,  yet  he  remounted  iiis  fiorse,  and  rode  hard 
until  the  mornings  when,  after  a  littlfe  rest,  he  pro-  f 
ceeded  tx)  Liverpool  by  tBe  most  direct  roads. 

When  he  reached  tli^  neighbourhood  of  Lancas^ 
tfer,  his  finances  were  nearfy  exhausted,  and  He  be- 
came faint  with  hunger;  on  which  fie  rode  briskly 
up  to  a  large  farm-house,  and  calling  for  the  mast^; 
stated  that' he  was  a  cattle-dealer,  etnpioyed  to  sup* 
ply  the  contractor  fbr  the  fleet,  and  asked  if  lie  had 
any  fat  beasts' to  dispose  of.  The  farmer  requested 
him  to  alight,  and  tftey  soon  agreed  for  aboiif 
twenty  head  of  cattle.  After*  spending^  the  ^y 
with  great  jollity,  Allan  ordered  his  horse,  saying  i 
he  liad  to  call  upon  another  farmer,  but  would  meet 
and  pay  him  in  two  hours  at  the  principal  imi  in 
Lanocster,  the  name  of  which  he  had  leamed^j^t, 
as  may  be  easily  imagined/  he  proceeded  straight  to 
Liverpool 

When  he  arrived  at*  this  place,  he  sold  the  horse 
for  eighteen  guineas,  intending  to  embark  immedi- 
atlEfly  for  fieland.  Bat  having  entered  the  kitchen 
of  the  inn  where  he  had  sold  the  horse,  to  drink  a 
glass  with  the  hostler,  he  observed  a  Krery  servant 
giving  very  particular  directions  respecting  his  mas^ 
ter's  dinner,  after  which  he  Began  to  relate  several 
anecdotes  respecting  the  generosity  of  Sir  Edwardl 
Altarr  was  positive  that  he  had  beard^  the  MoVi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j 


JAME^  ALLAN.  411 

lioHow  voiee  somewhere ;  but  liis  memory  'could 
not  supply  him  with  the  particulars.  Atlast,  the 
valet  began  to  whistle,  "  The  Flowers  of  the  Forest;'^ 
when  he  instantly  recollected  Will  Fardington, 
whom  he  had  frequently  ;seen  at  a  noted  brothel  in 
London,  whei?e>he  had  an  engagement.  Allan  sus- 
pected that  his  master  would  be  ia  bird  of  thesame 
feathec,  and  resolved  to  watch  their  operations. 

When  thie  v»let  left  the  kitchen,  Allan  enquired 
who  his  master  was,  and  was  informed  that  he  was 
a  rvery  dashing  gentleman,  who  was  waiting  the  ar- 
rival of  some  friends  from  Cheshire,  that  had  agreed 
to  join  him  in  ^  sporting  excursion.  But  when  the 
maid  went  up  stairs  to  the  gentleman's  ijoom^  he 
followed  .her  softly^  and,  peeping  in,  beheld  ;Sam 
Bisset,  one  of  the  most  m)torious  cheats  and  gam- 
blers in  London.  He  Tetreated  unobserved,  and 
requested  the  waiter  to  inform  Sir  Edward  that  a 
geptieman  begged  permission  to  wait  upon  him; 
The  s^rvant  returned,  and  said  that  Sir  Edward  wias 
HQt  at  liberty.  However,  knowing  his  man,  Allan 
a^Hpied  the  stairs,  and  entered  the  ropm  without 
ceremony. 

Sir  Edward  was  fitting  in  a  pensive  attitude,  With 
his  arms  folded  and  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  floor; 
nor  did  he  seem  to  notice  the  intrusion  of  a  stran- 
ger, until  Allan  said,  ^* Is  Sir  Edward  indisposed?** 
The  knight  raised  his  head,  and,  with  evident  enw 
4)arras$mept,  demanded  his  business*  **  My  busi- 
fiess,"  replied  the  confident  piper,  "is  of  Uttle  con- 
sequence. On  learning  that  Mr.  Diver  (a  name  he 
was  generally .  known  by  amongst  his  profligate 
^ipinp^oions)  was  jin  this  quarter,  I  made  fr^  iU><ci41 
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Upon  him."  Sir  Edward  was  much  aiamied  to  hestt 
his  flash  name,  and  supposed  that  be  had  b^n 
traced  out  by  some  keen  officer  of  justice.  But 
Allan  ended  hi&  suspense,  by  advancing  and  saying 
in  a  confidential  tone,  **  You  have  nothing  to  dread 
from  me,  and  will  always  find  a  frigid  in  Jem  the 
musidan.*^  Sam  immediately  recollected  him,  hit 
countenance  brightened  up,  and  seizing  AUan  by 
the  hand,  he  conducted  him  to  a  seat  Wine  being 
Wought  in,  a  good  deal  of  desultory  conversation 
ensued,  when  Allan  said,  *'  Now,  Sam,  tell  an  old 
friend  frankly  who*s  to  pay  the  piper. ^*  Sam  began 
a  long,  disjointed  harangue,  about  the  recent  death 
of  an  old  rich  aunt ;  but  Allan  interrupted  him  by 
a  loud  laugh,  i^d,  rising  from  the  table,  said,  ^  Aye, 
ftye»  your  servant  proves  the  truth  of  your  state- 
ment ;  and  I  wish  your  honour  success/' 

Sam,  seeing  that  AUan  was  not  to  he  guOed^  en- 
treated him  to  resume  his  seat,  and  he  would  tdl 
him  the  truth,  as  they  might  be  oi  use  to  each 
other*  He  then  began  thus :— **  AboUt  six 
ago,  I  met  a  young  nobleman  at  a  notorious  , 
house,  and  in  one  night  I  eased  him  of  eight" 
dred  pounds.  I  knew  the  hounds  would  be  after 
tAe  next  day,  particularly  as  I  bilked  our  worthy 
-fegmdlord,  who  exacted  one  half  of  my  winnii^ 
1  therefore  determined  to  efndeavoiu*  to  raise  ifty 
fortune  by  this  money,  for  which  purpose  I  engaged 
Will ;  and,  being  properly  rigged  out,  we  repaired 
to  BiEith,  where  I  figured  away  at  all  places  of  public 
res<:»rt,  until  I  found  a  isimple  young  ^1,  po^esaed 
in  her  own  right  of  a  large  fortune.  .  By  WJAlls  as- 
i3&stance,  I  sooii  insinuated  my  sett  InlibD  li^  good 
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gmoes')  and  every  thing  was  in  a  prosperous  train, 
when  her  sauoy  waitiiigi-maid  betrayed  us  to  her 
unde,  who  is  also  her  guardian,  and  she  was,  at  an 
hour's  notice,  hurried  off  to  this  neighbourhood, 
where  they  reside :  and  what  is  rety  provoking,  the 
unde  discharged  all  his  servants  at  Bath,  except  this 
sour,  eursed  maid;  so  that  Will  has  to  b^n  his 
game  again.  Oh !  if  I  could  only  get  at  her  again, 
I  would  soon  whisk  her  to  Scotland*" 

AUan  observed  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  such 
a  business  before,  and  offered  for  three  guineas  to 
eonvfgy  a  letter  to  the  young  lady.  Sam  shewed 
him  that  sum,  and  promised  to  double  it  if  he 
brought  back  an  answer.  The  letter  bemg  writ- 
ten, he  set  off  to  the  gentleman's  mansion,  which 
stood  about  five  miles  from  Liverpod,  and  only  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  a  small  village.  He  was 
pleased  to  find  here  a  puUic  house ;  and  his  joy  was 
much  increased,  when,  on  entering,  he  saw  a  servant 
In  Hv^&ty  drinking  a  pot  of  hot  ale  and  brandy, 
^^llan  soon  entered  into  conversation  with  this 
wtl^  whom  he  treated  freely  with  his  fitvourite  be- 
v^atKge.  After  talking  much  about  himself,  the 
footman  began  to  describe  his  master's  family.  He 
4eds^ed  tbat  the  esquii^e  was  a  churl,  and  had  £»- 
j^raced  the  house  by  allowing  his  servants  nothing 
l)etybet  than  table-beer.  His  miistiess,  he  cinitinued, 
Was  a  !6ne  lady,  but  oould  do  nothing;  and  her 
4uece  was  a  pretty  girl,  who  was  watched  like  a 
%iii^;  atid  two  honest  fellows  had  been  ^  ad|rift  Bt 
Bath,  because  they  would  not  spy  and  report  all  the 
'^'oung  lady^s  actions.  AMan  shook  his  hand,  im- 
proved of  his  remarks,  and  swore  he  was  an  honest 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


414  •   OFE  or* 

tfXiow;  adding^  that  he  knew  his  master's  temper  > 
well,  for  he  was  a  distant  relation,  but  was  obliged 
to  come  incc^ ;  and  that  if  he  would  iieCiver  a  letter 
to  the  young  lady,  he  would  give  him  a  guinea 
when  he  brought  an  answer.  The  servant  under- 
took the  commission  without  hesitation,  and  pro- 
mised to  return  in  the  morning.  But  Allan  waited 
all  the  following  day ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  se** 
cond  morning  that  the  footman  re-appeared,  and 
produced  a  letter  in  great  haste.  However,  after 
being  paid  the  stipulated  reward,  he  found  time  to 
swallow  two  glasses  of  brandy;  when  Allan  jre- 
turned  much  pleased  to  Liverpool. 

On  $^ving  at  the  inn,  he  presented  the  letter  to 
Sam  with  one  hand,  and  held  out  the  oth^  for  the 
promised  three  guineas.  But  his  employer  hesi- 
tated, and  begged  him  to  be  patient,  and  he  would 
pay  him  handsomely  when  he  got  the  ktdy's  tat^ 
/tune ;  on  which  Allan  motioned  as  if  he  meant  to 
bum  the  letter,  to  prevent  which  the  cash  was 
pwd.  ^^ 

The  letter  stated  that  she  had  heard  many  in^HP 
atibns  to  his  disadvantage ;  but  if  he  wduld  favour 
her  with  a  private  interview  in  the  garden,  into 
which  she  could  procure  him  admittance  by  a  pri- 
vate door,  and  dear  his  honour,  she  would  continue 
her  good  opinion  of  him.  San^  was  oveijoyed  at 
this  welcome  invitation,  and  immediately  began  to 
write  an  answer.  He  then  ordered  a  bottle  of  wine^ 
and  promised  Allan  an  hundred  poundis  when  he 
returned  with  his  charmer  from  Scotland,  and  iii 
the  mean  time  he  would  give  what  he  could  spava 
.for  his.servioeai ; 
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Wheti  Allan  left  the  room,  he  obderted  Sam  td 
give  his  pretended  servant  a  look,  as  if  wishing  him 
to  stop;  Allan's  suspicions  were  aKve :  he  therefore 
went  with  a  heavy  foot  down  stairs,  but,  putting 
off  his  fihoes,  returned  softly  and  listened  at  the 
door,  when  he  heard  Will  saj^,  **I  wonder  what 
Ixrought  the  busy,  pryiAg  fellow  here."^ — "  Q  nevCT 
mind,'*  observed  Sum ;  "  we  will  punish  the  despica-^ 
hie  Scotch  piper"  Allan  had  now  heard  enough i 
dnd  he  again  descended  the  stairs,  inflamed  with 
fage  at  the  epithet,  "  despicable  Scotch  piper  *^ ' 

Next  nioming,  Allan  and  Sam  parted  with  mu- 
tual professions  of  friendship;  and  the  former  re- 
paired to  the  gentlemaii's  seat  to  deliver  the  answer, 
through  the  footman^  to  the  enamoured  yoang 
fedy,  Biit  he  this  time  walked  past  the  vilfe^<t 
public  house,  mtrttering,  "The  despicable  Scotch 
piper  r  and,  entering  the  great  hall,  diemanded  an 
audience  with  the  esiquire.  A  servant  ushered  hhfH 
into  the  library,  where  his  master  w^  sitting  writ- 
jto.  Whdn  the  door  was  shut,  Allan  approached 
IRi  began  to  detail  the  plot  for.  ruining  hiis  niece, 
and  the  character  and  pursuits  of  her  pretended 
lover  And  his  accomplice.  He  then  produced  the 
letter  which  had  been  committed  to  his  charge; 
but  the  gentleman  refused  to  open  it,  and  desiring 
film  to  Wait  a  few  minutes,  he  went  out,  and 
Shortly  after  returned  with  Ms  niece.-  J^e  was  a 
fine  plump  young  girl,  below  the  middle  size,  with 
a  very  innocent  and  undesigning  look.  Her  undi! 
BOW  repeatravwifh  great  accura.cy  the  information 
that  Allan  had  given,  wHtch  the  lady  heard  with 
iisd^tonit»hing  composure ;  and  when  be  had  finished^ 

\ 
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she  broke  the  seal  of  the  letter,  and  handed  it  fo 
him  to  read^ 

The  letter,  Allan  thought^  was  extremely  well 
written;  for  Sam  bad  received  a  good  education^ 
and  was  renuurkal^dly  weU  accomplished*  It  ended 
by  appointing  a  meeting  next  evening,  at  ten 
o'dock,  in  the  garden*  The  sentiments  of  the  let* 
ter  conveyed  such  an  appearanc^pf  generosity,  ho« 
nour,  and  disinterestedness,  that  Allan  thought  it 
necessary  to  be  more  particular  in  his  relation.  He 
therefore  ob|€|ved,  that  he  cherished  no  31.  wiB 
against  this  nim;  though  he  had  taken  advantage 
of  his  ignorance  of  the  world,  to  decoy  him  into 
gaming-houses,  where  he  was  robbed,  and  so  com** 
pletely  ruined,  as  to  be  obliged  to  play  occasionally 
like  a  common  musician,  in  order  to  eke  out  th^ 
remams  of  his  scanty  fortune. .  But,  he  added,  hav. 
ing  accidentally  seen  this  base  shi^^per  in  Liveipocdi 
he  had  masked  his  feelings,  and  insinuated  himself 
into  his  favour,  with  a  view  of  saving  his  prey  from 
deilructioil.  He  also  offered  to  make  oath  of  ^^ 
truth  of  his  statement,  and  tp  accompany  any  4hf' 
to  London,  where  he  could  find  hundreds  who  could 
give  «  shocking  detail  of  his  numerous  villanies* 

'Allan's  decent  appearance,  and  his  simple  and 
earnest  mamiers,  combined  with  other  circumstances^ 
now  produced  an  effect  upon  the  young  lady,  who^ 
with  tears,  clapped  her  unde  in  her  arms.  The 
worthy  gentleman  tenderly  caressed  her,  and  sald^ 
^  Since  my  d€iar  Bessy  is  convinced  of  her  error,  all 
is  forgotten  y-  an^  this  affair  must  never  be  again 
mentioned,  either  by  you  or  any  one  else.'*  The 
young  lady  w^ped  her  eyes,  rose,  and  said  with  fer* 
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vour,  "  All  my  life  shall  be  devoted  to  prove  myself 
worthy  of  my  kind  uncle ;  and  the  reward  of  this 
good  man  I  leave  in  his  hands."  She  then  hastily 
withdrew.  , 

The  esquire,  though  grown  old,  was  still  a  keen 
sportsman,  active,  lively,  and  full  Of  humour  and 
frolic.  He  was  fond^  of  company,  and,  notwith- 
st9i>ding  the  grumblings  of  his  footman,  kept  a 
good  house.  After-^using  for  some  time,  he  ex- 
claimed,* "The  d-^  rogue  shall  not  escape  with 
impunity  neitJier.  Will  you,"  he  cbntiriued,  turn- 
ing to  Allan,  "  carrjf  a  letter  to  this  sojjijiiidrel?  and 
when  you  return,  you  shall  be  rewaitled."  Allan 
promised  t6  do  any  thing  to. serve  him  and  disap^^ 
point  so  base  a  villain.  The  gentleman  then  left 
the  room,  and,:]^hen  Ije.  returned,  presented  Allan 
witli  a  fetter  and  the  garden^key ;  on  which  he  took 
his  leave,  and  returned  to  Liverpool 

Sam  perused  the  epistle  with  great  attention,  and 
then  said,  "  This  is  an  unlucky  afi&ir«  She  requests 
our  meeting  to  be  deferred  for  a  week,  when  her 
vnjple  intends  to  visit  London ;  so  I  will  have  to 
continue  to  live  in  this  expensive  style  seven  days 
longer.'*  But  'Allan  knew  that  the  letter,  which 
had  been  written  by  the  young  lady,  -fixed  the 
meeting  at  the  same  time  he  himself  had  appointed. 
He  therefore  rejoiced  more  than  ever  that  be  had 
unmasked  him ;  and  pretending  to  go  to  a  party 
where  he  had  been  engaged  to  play,  heWentput^ 
and  hastened  back  to  the  gentleman's  mansion,  impa-« 
tiient  to  see  how  this  tragi-comedy  ^ould  termiiljite,  ^ 
-  The  servants  were  just  sitting  down  to  dinner, 
«nd  Allan  was  conducted  inta  the  housekeeper'! 
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room,  where  he  was  kindly  enterbdned.  Th^ 
esquire  then  sent  for  him,  and  enquired  if  he  had 
detivered  the  letter  safe.  He  next  tung  for  the 
butler,  and  said,  "  John,  I  have  certain  information 
that  two  thieves  intend,  at  ten  o'clock  this  night,  to 
^iter  and  rob  my  garden.  You  and  the  other  ser- 
vants will  therefore  keep  a  look-out,  and  give  the 
&II0WS  a  good  ducking  in  the  pond.  Never  mind 
their  fine  excuses ;  but  give  tM^m  such  a  fright  as 
may  jMrcvent  them  from  repeating  the  attempt." 
The  servant  promised,  with  evident  pleasure,  to  see 
bis  orders  exactly  exeaited. 

About  the  appointed  time,  AUan,  accompanied 
by  the  gardener,  butler,  coadmaan,  and  two  grooms, 
repaired  to  the  summ^-house ;  where  they  had  Hot 
Waited  long,  until  the  loc^  of  an  ^omxng  dow  was 
opened  softly,  and  two  men  entered.  As  they  Bp^ 
proached,  the  gardener  darted  forward,  and,  sealing 
gam  by  the  colkur,  vodferated,  **  You  thief,  I  have 
you  now !"  The  other  was  also  secured,  and  both 
Were  hurried  towards  the  pond;  their  pace  being 
quickened  by  the  application  of  a  hoose-whip.  H^re 
they  were  dragged  through  the  pond  till  nearly  ex- 
hausted, when  the  esquire  himself  appeared  with  a 
lantern,  and  demanded  what  had  happened.  ^'  Odly^ 
please  your  honour,"  said  the  gardener,  ^^  ducking 
these  two  thieves,  who  I  know  have  long  robbed 
me.'*  The  esquire  held  the  light  to  their  faoes,  ami 
said,  in  an  ircmical  tone,  **  Your  servant,  SSr  Bdward* 
er  Sir  Sam :  the  honour  of  this  visit  was  not  unex-* 
pected ;"  and  added,  in  a  severe  voice,  "  But  rem«ii«# 
ber,  villains,  if  ever^ou;8gain  attem|>t  to  steal  cab- 
b%es  or  ladies,  your  lives  may  lie  the  forfeit  oC  ybiu 
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^resum]rtion/'  He  then  signed  to  the  sennants  te 
conduct  them  off;  when  Allan  stepped  forward^ 
imd,  making  a  low  bow,  said,  **  Gentlemen,  you  may 
thanka^fejpecoftiS^  Scotch  piper  for  your  just  punish^ 
ment,  which  is  only  a  prelude  to  the  gallows,  where 
you  will  both  soon  arrive." 

On  returning  to  the  mansion,  the  butler  drew 
some  excellent  ale ;  and  AUbn  taking  out  his  pipes, 
the  dancing  commenced  with  great  spirit,  and  per- 
haps '^'thece  never  was  a  merrier  kitchen  since  the 
flood.''  Next  momkig,  the  esquire  presented  Allaft 
with  ten  guineas  for  his  playing,  which  he  under- 
stood as  a  hint  not  to  menticm  the  real  cause.  After 
assuring  the  old  gentleman  of  his  fidelity,  he  again 
tieparted  for  Liverpool.  Having  called  at  the  inn> 
he  was  infomied.  that  the  sham  Sir  Edward  had  dis- 
appeared without  paying  his  Ml,  and  that  the  Jand^ 
lord  intended  to  o£fer&  reward^  for  his  apprehensioi^. 


CHAPTER  XXVH. 

Allim  meets  the  Manager's  Wife— A  singular  Act  of  Generonty— Virtuous  fteso- 
Intioiis^An  old  Lan^Qord— Resumes  his^vidous  Habits— Is  robbed  and  deserted 

,    — Assi^  by  a  real  Friend--SaUs  hoai  Liverpool— A  female  Sailor— Danger^ 
oos  Intrigue— Allan  compelled  to  jump  into  the  Sea— Gains  a  small  Islet— A    - 
happy  Ddirenfflce. 

At  the  end  of  every  adv^ntijre,  Allan  always  felt 
a  strong  impulse  to  Betum  hotii^  ;^and  he  now  spent 
the  day  in  enquiring  for  %  vessel  t'    Whitehaven  or 
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Maryport. .  Or  returning,  he  passed  a  female  whose 
face  he  thought  he  knew.  He  therefcwe  returned 
hastily  and  again  passed  her  near  a  lamp,  for  it  was 
then  nearly  dark,  and,  peej)ing  again  in  her  face^ 
recollected  his  old  acquaintance,  the  manager's  wife^ 
On  looking  up>  she  stood  still  with  astonishment, 
•After  the  first  salutations  and  expressions  of  surprise 
were  over,  he  entreated  her  to  accompany  him  to  a 
house  of  entertainment;  hut  this  she  declined,  say- 
ing that  her  lodgings  were  near  at  hand,,  where,  if 
he  chose  to  attend  her,  they  could  converse  with 
.  |>leasure.. 

She  conducted  bim^  into  a  back  street,  and  entered 
a  large  lodging-house,  where  she  occupied  a  small 
soom^  On  lighting  a  candle,,  he  observed  that  she 
looked  extremely  thin  and:  pale,  and  was  very 
meanly  dressed.  Her  room  was  shabbily,  furnished  ; 
but  every  thing  was  particulajpjy.deato  and  neatly 
arranged.  Some  pieces  of  mjuslin  lay  upon  a  table, 
oil  which  were  wrought  several  ingenious  devices,, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  her  employment.  Allan 
was  affected  by  a  recollection  of  her  tenderness  and 
generosity  towards  him,  his  own  criminal  conduct,^ 
and  her  present  forlorn  condition ;  and  pulling  out 
a  guinea,  he  threw  it  down,  and  said,  "There,  go, 
bring  in  a  good  dinner  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  for  I 
am  excessively  hungry."  But  this  she  positively 
refased  ;  observing  that  he  was  her  first  visitor  since 
she  entered  Liverpool,  and  therefore  she  was  the 
more  able  to  entertain  liigi.  However,  he  insisted 
so  vehemently  on  having  liis  own  way,,  that,  toter* 
miaate  the  dispute^  s^e  at  length  yielded^ 
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.  After  dinner,  Allan  enquired,  iti  iis  delicate  and 
friendly  a  manner  as  possible,  into  her  present  cir» 
cumstances,  which  he  expressed  a  fear  were  not 
good;  when  she,  with  that  artless  candour  for 
which  he  was  compelled  to  admire  her,  replied, 
''Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  as  happy  as  I  deserve;  for  I 
Jiave  committed  errors,  and  their  Consequences  are 
.unavoidable^  I  do  not,  however,  condemn  myself 
for  leaving  you.  Had  you  proved  faithful,  my  spi- 
rits and  fortitude,  while  employed  in  augmenting 
your  happiness,  would  never,  have  failed  me.  But 
.when  I  had  ascertained  that  you  kept  a  low,  vicious 
.woman,  I  then  became  convinced  that  I  had  de- 
.ceived  myself,  and  that  you  neither  loved  nor  re- 
spected me. 

.  "I  know  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man  respect- 
ing the  duties  of  a  wife;  yet  I  cannot  see  my 
ctilpability  in  leaving  my  husband*  Oh!  sir,  the 
badness  of  his  heart  is  indescribable  \  and  his  con- 
duct to  me  was  so  ingeniously  cruel,  and  so  inde- 
cently brutal,  that  I  shall  never  divulge  it.  Yet  I 
think  it  impossible  to  hate  a  man  upon  whom  a 
,woman  has  lavished  her  '  virgin  love  ;*  so  when  you 
abandoned  me,  I  revived  to  try  a  schane  which  I 
vainly  flattered  myself  might  soften  and  reform  my 
husband.  Elated  with  hope,  I  sought  out  his  com- 
.pany,  but  was  informed  that  he  had  lived  with  Mrsw 
DoVington  (known  also  by  the  name  of  the  preg- 
nant actress)  ever  since  my  departure.  The  illusion 
of  reconciliation  was  -now  dissipated;  for  I  well 
knew  that  this  unprinci|fled  woman  was  the  chief 
cause  of  the  misery  I  had  &uff»ed.  I  !!herefore  left 
this  part  of  the  country.     But^  through  fatigue  and 
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ftgitation  c^  mind,  I  fell  sick;  and  wken  nie  pky si- 
dan  told  my  kind-hewted  landlady  that  there  re- 
mained no  hopes  of  my  recovery,  I  rejoiced  at  the 
prospect  of  death,  and  at  my  departure  from  a  world 
where  I  had  always  endeavoured  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  others,  and  where  I  had  been  rewar^^ 
by  a  kind  of  general  €onspira<;y  against  nay  own^ 
My  constitution,  however,  triumphed  over  this  set 
vere  disorder.  I  supported  myself  for  some  time 
by  needle-work;  and  when  my  health  was  nearly 
re-established,  I  offered  myself  to  two  difiereist 
theatres;  but  my  wan  appearance  and  pocn-  dress 
caused  me  to  be  rather  rudely  rejected  in  both  iiiu 
stances.    Aftei*  this,  I  became  familiar  with  mirf<x& 

tunes,  but  am  now,  sir,  more "    But  here  her 

words  became  inarticulate.  ^  She  tried  again  to  re- 
sume* her  story;  but„  shocked  with  grief,  she  de^ 
sisted,  and  burst  into  teai^. 

Allan  was  aflR^ted.  H^e  accused  himself  of  being 
the  solid  cause  of  bringing  an  amiable  woman  intd 
ruin  a^d  disgrace;  and,  under  the  impression  of 
those  principles  of  justice  which  occasiondUy  visit 
the  breast  of  every  human  being,  he  resolved  to 
mak^  her  all  the  reparation  in  his  power.  He  there*, 
fore  took  her  kindly  by  the  hand,  and,  after  urging 
her  to  be  composed^  offered  to  become  her  husband 
end,  with  many  protestations,  promised  by  his  fu- 
ture conduct  to  make  amends  for  his  past  misdeeds. 
She  now  at  once  regained  her  serenity,  andj  in  a 
firm  voice,  said,  **No,  Mr.  Baldwin  (the  name  he 
had  assumed  when  he  joined  the  strolling  players), 
tills  can  never — shall,,  neyer  be.  The  greatest  error 
<ifi  my  life  was  my  connection  with  you ;  for  I  must 
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candidly  |ay,  that  you  are  a  stnuiger  to  those  solid 
affections  that  constitute  domestic  comfort." — **  Ydu 
are  right,"  rejoined  Allan  hastily ;  "  you  aafe  too 
good  fbr  me,  and  I  will  never  again  tease  you  on 
this  subject.  Only,  you  must  now  solemnly  pro- 
mise to  be  guided  by  my  advice  in  one  instance, 
wherein  the  disposal  of  your  pers<Hi  is  <juite  out  of 
the  question."  After  a  considerable  pause,  she  re^ 
plied,  **  Well,  sir,  I  will  alnde  by  your  advice,  pro- 
vided it  be  consistent  with  honour."  Allan  imme-. 
diately  drew  his  purse  and  counted  out  twenty 
guineas,  which  be  pushed  forward,  saying,  "  Now, 
Isabdla,  go  and  purchase  a  genteel  dress.  You 
possess  abilities ;  and  if  the  manager  here  will  but 
^V5e  you  a  trial,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being 
engaged.  Make  no  excuses,  £c»:  I  am  positive,  and 
liave  more  left ;  but  I  can  never  want  while  I  can 
finger  a  pair  of  pipes."  She,  however,  began  to  re-; 
laiHistrate ;  when  he  declared  that  if  she  broke  her 
promise,  he  would  throw  the  whole  out  of  the  v^in- 
dow.  "  Then,  sir,"  said  she,  "  I  will  take  this  mo* 
Bey;  ohly  you  must  suffer  me  to  repay  it*  To 
this  he  made  no  reply,  but  immediately  took  his 
kave^  much  pleased  at  himself  for  this  momentary 
fit  of  generosity. 

.  Allan,  iu  two  days,  was  In^hly  gratified  to  heat 
tlfat  his  old  friend  was  announced  in  die  piay-bills ; 
bat  his  pleasure  was  greatly  augmented,  when,  a4 
Bight,  he  witnessed  the  very  flattering  reception  she 
f ecdrved  f reoi  a  spkmdid  ^id  crowded  audience.  In 
Hke  moiling,  he  called  ,to  congratulate  her  on  her 
ftuecess;  when  she  i^ft»'m^d  him  that  her  engager 
jnent  was  much  »^c  profttabte  than  what  she  had 
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ventured  to  Anticipate.     Allan  was  noW  satisfied^ 
with  himself:  he  reflected  with  exultation  on  the- 
good  he  had  done  since  he  entered  Liverpool,  and 
resolved  immediately  to  return  home  and  kad  a 
virtuous  life. 

However,  next  day,  in  rdtobling  about  the  town, 
he  took  the  whim  of  visiting  the  public  house  from 
which  he  had  escaped  when  in  custody  for  desertion. 
On  entering,  he  recollected  his  old  landlord,  and, 
sitting  down  by  the  kitchen  fire,  called  for  a  glass 
of  rum.  After  reflecting  for  some  time  on  past 
scenes,  his  attention  was  attracted  by  some  fine 
hams  that  were  han^g  up ;  and,  on  viewing  them 
more  particularly,  he  was  equally  surprised  and. 
pleased  to  see  his  own  small  pipes  amongst  the 
groups  Ordering  another  glass,  he  said  to  the  land-^ 
lord,  in  a  careless  manner,  "Pray,  what  is  that 
hanging  from  the  ceiling?"  pointing  at  the- pipes* 
His  host,  who  was  a  loquacious  old  man,  immedi-r 
ately  Mt  down,  and  said  that  it  was  a  musical  in^tru-^ 
ment,  though  he  never  saw  any  body  that  could 
play  upon  it ;  adding,  "  I  can  tell  you  a  f  un^  stojr^ 
about  that  l^^ueer  instrument,  if  you  have  time  to 
hear  it*  Allan  assured  him  that  he  would  be 
highly  griatified  by  the  relation,  when  the  landlord 
began,  and  detailed  his  escape  with  so  mMiy  addi- 
tions and  embellishments,  that  Allan  could  scarcely 
recognize  his  owrt  real  share  in  the  business.  The 
narrative  ended  by  the  landlord  saying,  "  Aye,  he 
was  a  clever  fellow ;  and  were  I  to  see  him  again,  I 
would  treat  him  With  balf  a  dozen  bottles  of  my 
best  old  port.  I  often  laugh  when  I  think  of  the 
rage  of  his  guards  when  he  escaped/'  ^ 
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The  tale,  however,  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to 
Allan,  who  asked  permission  to  look  at  the  instru- 
ment, which  was  cheerfully  granted.  He  began  to 
examine  and  adjust  it,  as  if  he  was  merely  amusing 
himself ;  but  when  the  landlord  went  up  stairs  to 
wait  upon  company^  he  faA$tily  tuned  it,  and  struck 
up  the  merry  tune  called  ^^  Felton  Loanen''  The 
novel  sound  drew  the  company  from  the  adjoining 
rooms,  who  crowded  around  the  strange  musician ; 
while  the  landlady^  after  viewing  him  attentively 
for  a  few  seconds,  exclaimed,  "  Mercy  upon  us !  the 
very  man  that  escaped  from  the  soldiers!"  But 
Allan  no  longer  dreaded  the  military,  and  continued 
playing  without  noticing  her  ejaculations  of  sur- 
prise. The  landlord  now  approached,  and,  after 
peering  in  his  face  with  the  most  laughable  gravity. 

Tie  shouted  inr  rapture,  "  By  Jove,  thou's  rights  Sa- 

;rah.    Give  ftie  thy  hand,  my  brave  lad.    I  always 
said  thou  wouldst  eome  back ;  and  though  my  wife 

'  thinks  Vm  nae  Scdomon,  shell  certainly  coi^0s«  now 
Pm  a  prophet." 

The  landlord's  oftfen-told  stOrjr  vj^J  l^efl  knc^ 
to  all  his  customers,  so  that  curiosity,  aHi  w'dyk W  tli 
novelty  and  charms  o|^the  music,  attracted  much 
company ;  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  days,  ABan  was 
six  pounds  into  pocket,  for  the  landlord  refused  to 
take  any  thing  for  his  board.  His  fame  soon 
spread,  and  he  was  frequently  engaged  by  veiy 
genteel  parties.  He  elso  became  acqvai^ted  with» 
and  received  favours  from,  several  eminent  musi- 
cians. During  two  monthi,  he  conducted  himself 
with  great  propriety ;;  and  after  purehasing  a  gen- 

itl^l  suit  of  cloaths,  a  dozed  ei  fine  shirts,  and  seve* 
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ral  other  necessaries,  he  h^d  stiU  left  &bore  ten 
poandi^.  He  also  behaVed  with  great  delicacy  and 
propriety  towards  his  friend  the  actress,  whoip  hc^ 
had  never  visited  but  once  siftce  her  engs^ment^ 
lest  his  frequent  Calls  might  ii\)ure  her  charactei^. 
He  knew  that  the  display  of  such  generous  feelings 
was  the  best  way  to  obtain  her  esteem ;  and  he  ift. 
dulged  the  hope  that  she  would  yet  admit  him 
again  into  favour. 

But  while  he  weis  thus  living  in  a  state  of  great 
self-denial,  he  accidentally  became  acquainted  with 
an  artful  young  woman,  a  native  of  ^Durham,  who 
lived  in  a  brothel;  and  an  opportunity  was  thus 
offered  for  indulging  his  loose  disposition,  which  he 
was  unable  to  resist.  His  indu«trioui  exi^ons 
were  notv  again  abandoned,  his  fotib^  patrons 
shunned  his  company,  and  his  cash  dwindled  £»st 
away.  Whenever  he  thought  of  Isabella,  his  errors 
appeared  inexcusable,  and  he  bitterly  lamaaited  his 
infatuation.  But  his  i^morse  and  his  resohitioa 
forsook  him  as  soon  as  his  mistress  aj^eaited;  for 
she  had  gained  a  complete  ascendaney  oVar  him. 
She  laughed  at  his  distress  when  he  examritied  his 
purse,  and  assured  him  that  her  best  IdMeir,  the  cap- 
tain of  a  Guineaman,  woufd  alrive  in:  a  fcrw  di^s, 
when  «he  would  fiesece  the  stinking  tar^  and  then 
they  would  fly  together  Unto  the  nOifii  and  ei^oy 
themsdves.  This  was  a  golden  and  p}eii«iqg  pros- 
pect to  Allan,  who  always  approved  of  every  scheme 
f<H*  raising  the  wind,  where  labour  and  industry 
were  not  ccmcemed. 

About  this  time,  Isabella  sent  for  him,  and  re- 
turned the  ttventy  guineas  which  he  bsd  given  bar; 
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aqd  at  the  same  time  admonished  him,  in  the  most 
friendly  and*  affectionate  manner,  to  refraiil  from 
those  vicious  £md  dangerous  practices  she  had  heard 
he  was  indulging  in.  AUan  was  confounded  and 
abashed  before  her,  and,  v^ith  tears  in  his  eyes,  pro- 
mised to  return  home  immediately,  and  never  more 
to  assodate  with  bad  company. 

On  returning  to  hiis;  mistress,  he  appeared  very 
thoughtful  and  melancholy,  saying  that  he  had  met 
a  fiiend  who  had  shewed  him  a  letter  from  Roth- 
bury,  which  gave  an  account  of  his  brothers  death ; 
and  that  he  must  depart  in  the  morning,  and  hoped 
she  would  soon  follow.  The  experi^ioed  deceiver 
e^saiy  saw  through  the  falsehood  of  his  statement, 
but  seemed  to  sympathise  with  faim,  and  to  be  in- 
coiK^lable  at  their  isudden,*  atid^  as  she  feared,  omi- 
nous reparation.  However,  she  brd»ed  a  good 
suiter  azi4  &  bottle  of  brandy,  that  they  might 
once  more  enjoy  fliemseives.  *  Allan's  heart  now 
op^ed;  and,  while  drinking  friendly  together,  he 
she:wed  her  the  cash  he  had  received.  This  she 
scarcely  seemed  to  notice,  but  continued  to  pour 
out  bumpers  of  brandy,  sa  that  before  midnight  she 
was  obliged  to  assist  in  undressing  him. 

In  the  mornings  when/he  awoke,  be  was  surprised 
tp.  find  the  lady  had*  left  the  room.  However,  he 
c&Bi£uded  that  she  had  fdk  sick,  and  had  been  com- 
pdled  to  rise  «donisr  than  usital^  But  when  tie  rose* 
1^  dress,  and  pieicseived  that  his  best  suit  of  doaths 
was  remolded,  he  hasfily  examined  bis  pockets,  and 
found  that'- the  whole  of '  ^lis  cash  wbs^  also  gone. 
I)[otfaing^  iiideed,  wa§  left  except  his  two  pair  o^ 
pjpes»  which,  he  took  up  a^  ^(falked  out,  deeply 
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mortified  at  being  so  easily  duped.  It  rained  irery 
heavy ;  yet  he  wan^dered  about  the  stceets,  cursing 
his  fate,  until  he  wais  completely  drenched.  He 
determined  at  last  to  travel  northwards ;  but  seeing 
a  small  brig  taking  on  board  some  boxes  whidi  the 
^porter  sjiid  were  for  Newcastle,  he  accosted  the 
master,  and  it  was  immediately  agreed  that  he 
should  have  a  passage  for  two  pounds^ 

His  design  was  to  apply  to  Isabella  for  assistance ; 
but  with  such  awe  does  the  appearance  of  virtue  in- 
spire even  the  most  vicious,  that,  impud^it  as  he 
was,  he  walked  above  an  hour  near  her  residence 
before  he  could  summon  resohition  to  appear  befcNne 
her.  However,  he  at  last  ventured  in,  and  found 
her  dressing  to  attend  the  r^earsal.  In  brief  tenns 
he  unfolded  his  tale  of  woe,  and  begged  her  to  lend 
him  what  would  carry  him  home,  and  he  would 
faithfully  remit  it  Jback  again.  She  appeared*  af« 
fected  at  hi^  distress ;  but  did  not  for  a  few  minutes 
speak,  lest  her  voice  should  betray  her  feelings.  At 
length,  she  tUrnad  and  said,  with  a  cheerfial  counte- 
nance, ^'  There  is  &ve  pounds*  If  that  be  not  suffi- 
cient,  you  shall  have  moteJ'  Suspecting  that  this 
was  her  whole  stock,  he  observed  that  he  vrould 
Want  three  pounds  more.  On  thii^  she  appeared  ra- 
ther disconcerted;  but,  after  a  short  ddiberation, 
she  desired  him  to  wait  a. few  minutes,  and  wa&ed 
towards  the  door*  Allan  seized  her  hand,  and  said, 
'f  Be  candid.  Bo  you  not  intend  to  borrow  what  I 
want  ?"-^"  Certainly,"  she  replied.  He  then  rose, 
and,  returning  her  three  pounds,  said,  ^'  I  am  not  so 
yay  bad  as  to  rob  auoh  a  good  friend;  and  as  I 
know  that  the  purcbesing  of  b  isuitaUe  wardrobe 
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iwilffl  keep  you  poor  for  some  time,  this  shall  be 
punctually  returned.  I  will  detain  you  no  longer. 
Had  I  followed  your  advice,  I  might  now  have  been 
independent  But  it  is  all  over.  Farewell.*'  .  Say- 
ing which,  he  took  up  his  hat  and  withdrew.  But^ 
thou^  he  confessed  that  he  never  returned  the  mo- 
ney, yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  was  sincere 
at  the  time  he  promised  to  do  so. 

Allan  had  not  to  embark  until  next  day ;  yet  he 
durst  not  spend  any  part  of  the  two  pounds,  which 
would  barely  pay  his  passage.  He  therefore  went 
^nd  played  ^iuring  the  evening  in  different  public 
houses,  where  he  collected  a  few  shillings  above 
what  would  pay  his  immediate  expenses. 

At  the  appointed  time  he  went  oh  board,  when 
h^  faeaid  a  yiolent  altercation  between  the  master 
and  a  woman, .  when  the  mate  accosted  him  thus :— - 
'*,Fat  the  muckle  deil  brought  ye  here  now  ?  There, 
gfxog  and  stow  yersell  awa,"  pointing  to  the  half- 
deck.  Allan  was  astomshed  both  at  the, reproof 
and  at  the  command:  he,  however,  obeyed,  and 
skulked  away.  la  iiboiit  half  im  hour,  the  same 
man  came  bdow,  and  informed  him  that  the  vessel 
would  not  sail  till  the  morning,  and  that  if  his  en- 
raged mifttaress  had  isieen  him^  he  would  have  been 
ordered  on  shore. 

.  He  now  learned  that  the  master  and.  the  whole 
crewwese  Icishnlbn,  except  this  man,,  who  was  the 
mate  and  a  native  of  Aberdeen.  The  mister  was 
an  active  and  skilful  seaman ;  but  as  soon  as  he  en- 
tered ^e  fharbour,  he  seldom  set  a  foot  on  board 
until  tho  ship  was  ready  to  sail,  but  spent  all  his 
:tij|»e  oja  shore,  drinking  a^  smoking.    On  these 
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ooeasions^  his  wife,  who  never  slept  out  of  the  5hip» 
assumed  the  commaiid^  reoerved  and  paid  ali  the 
cash,  and  conducted  every  tfamg  with  great  order 
and  prudence.  But  her  temper  was  mOst  violjent 
and  ungovernable,  and  her  anger  was  much  dreaded 
even  by  her  husbaqd ;  though,  when  provoked  be- 
yond  measure,  his  fury  was  dreadfiiL 

As  she  had  gone  on  shore,  Allan  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  go  upon  deck ;  and  in  order  to  sooth  the 
master^s  anger,  and  gain  his  favour,  he  tuned  his 
pipes  and  played,  **  Weel  may  ike  Keel  tow.^  But 
the  imster  sent  his  cabin-boy  up  to  order  him  to 
desist,  for  he  hated  to  hear  that;  vulgar  instrumeni^ 
particularly  when  in  the  hands  of  a  bung)iDg  learner  I 
Deeply  offended  at  this  insulting  message,  he  put 
lip  his  pipes,  and  crept  again  into  the  half-deck, 
which  was  a  most  miserable  dirty  hole. 

Early  in  t^  morning,  Uie  i^ip  was  unmckxed, 
and  set  sail  wi!^  a^Q  steady  wind.  Allan  jumped 
upon  deck,  and  was  ddiigbted  witii  the  scene  {oe-^ 
sented  by  innumerable  vessek  and  large  ranges  of 
Idfty  wiurehouses,  mixed  with  the  shoptsof  sailors 
and  the  n(»se  of  hundreds  dT  carpenters*  But  his 
attention  was  soon  attracted  from  these  objects  to 
the  termagant,  who  bounced  from  the  cabin,  and 
began  to  abuse  her  husband  in  a  tone  that  drowned 
llie  hoarse  vdice  and  sea-oaths  of  the  provoked  pilot. 
Allan,  howeter,  &lt  some  degree  of  pleasure  in  wit* 
'  nessing  the  punishm^it  of  a  man  who  had  despsed 
his  music ;  ttntil^  turning  about,  she  said,  in  an  an- 
gry tone,  **  Who  are  you?*  Her  husband  answa*- 
ed,  ^Why,,  he  is  a  passeiiger,  and  has  paid' his 
money/?—**  A  passenger,  indeed  f'  she  furiously  «x- 
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ddimed,  ^'TU  hive  no  pasaeAger ;  so  you  may  paek 
off.**  Here  the  friendly  mate  Interposed: — ^•*Hout 
awa,  mistress!  I  ween  ye're  muekle  better  than  ye 
like  to  be  ken'd.  But  that's  as  braw  a  piper  as  e'er 
play'd  a  spring^  an'  ye  mauti  hear  him  gie  a  lilt  for 
a'  that."—"  Well,  well,"  toid  she,  "  if  he  be  a  piper, 
$o  much  the  better,  for  I  am  tker&r  amused ;  iAd  I 
see  that  drunken  beast  wii^bes  to  Inreak  my  heart" 
Saying  which,  she  turned  away  caknly,  and  went 
into  the  cabin. 

The  pilot  havii^  Mt  the  ship,  the  o^w  sat  down 
to  breakfast,  after  which  the  renter's  wife  requested 
Allan  to  bring  his  pipes  into  the  cabin,  when  he 
pkyed  ''  Miiggie  Laiider"  ^o  as  to  charm  this  brawl- 
ing woman,  and  draw  from  her  the  wamiest  appro- 
baticm.  After  laying  for  some  time,  she  invited 
him  to  dine  in  the  cabin,  fik^m  which,  after  this,  lie 
was  seldom  absent  at  meal-time.  Her  husband, 
ifehb  came  seldom  bdiow,  seemed  equally  pleased 
that  AUan^'s  ccnnpany  and:  miisic  diverted  his  wife, 
atd  turned  her  attention  from  himself.  He  there- 
fore treated  him  with  great  dvitity,  and  sgmetinkes 
acknowledged  that  he  played  tdteriUy  w^. 

Allan  told  the  master's  wife  tbat  be  had  taken  a 
pliisage  on  boaiid  of  a  Hull  vessel,  which  had  sailed 
with  all  his  trunks,  while  he  was  CTtjoyiilg  himsdlf 
with  a  few  friefnds ;  and  whenever  they  approadled 
a  large  ak)op,  he  requested  the  i^ster  to  hail  and 
enquire  if  she  was  for  HuU ;  and  every  time  he  ex* 
'pressed  great  disappointstdent  Bdng  pressed  to 
tell  thfe  6ause  of  his  uneasiness  by  the  master's  wife, 
.  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  not  a  change  of  liiien ; 
on  which  she  supplied  him«n)ply  with  the  best  in 
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her  husband's  chest.  He  now  took  every  ofpport^- 
nity  of  practising  all  the  arts  of  flattery  and  seduce 
tion  upon  this  poor  woman.  He  \isually  began  to 
extol  her  good  senses  activity^  and  industry;  was 
astonished  to  witness  the  afiectionate  sacrifices  she 
made  to  her  duty ;  wondered  much  how  any  man 
.  could  remain  insensible  to  such  worth ;  and  lament- 
ed his  own  solitary  and  unfortunate  lot  in^  living 
single,  without  experiencing  the  endearing  kindness 
of  a  good  wife.  She  was  flattered  by  these  senti- 
ments, and  being  idle,  and  fostiering  a  contempt  for 
her  husband,  was  ultimately  led  to  violate  her  mai*- 
riage  vows,  and  to  express  her  impatience  f<M*  the 
time  when  she  could  desert  her  worthless  tyrant 
Allan  told  hcF  that  he  had  a  small  estate  at  Long- 
framlihgtcHiy  and  dwelt  continually  on  the  pleasures 
they  would  enjoy  in  this  calm  and  delightful  re- 
treat ;  while  she  proposed  to  purchase  some  addi- 
tional stock  with  the  money  received  for  the  freight 
.at  Newcastle,  wfiach  she  promised  to  secure. 

They  had  a  very  tedious  passage  through  the 
Channel,  which  exceedingly  ina*eased  the  captainls 
ill  humour;  and  his  disputes  with  his  wife  became 
more  frequent  and  serious.  He,  however^  took  no 
notice  of  Allan,  who  was  seldom  out  of  die  cabin. 
But  one  day^  as  he  was  coming  out,  Dan  the  mate 
.said,  "Tak  heed,  mon:  ye're  ganging  owre  aften 
to  see  that  Oelilah  of  yours ;  for  gif  the  skqpper 
grows  jealous;  there's  nae  powV  can  save  ye.  He'll 
sune  lay  ye  as  deed  as  a  herring."  Thi&  admonition 
produced  a  seridus  effect  upon  Allan,  and  he  very 
seldom  visited  the  cabin;  which  conduct  he  arft- 
fully  attributed  to  love,  ;£ombihed  with  the  sorrow 
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liid  indignation  he  felt  at  witnessing  ihe  master^^ 
brutality. 

I .  When  the  veissel  was  approaching  Shields  haf^ 
boor,  a  severe  gale  of  wind  came  on,  which  compel^ 
led  tfaein  to  run  for  shelter  to  Hdiy  Island,  wher^ 
they  lay  upwards  of  thirty  hours ;  but  the  Avind 
becooiii>g  more  favourable,  they  again  set  sail.  It 
wai^^ai-'fine  moonlight  evesiiiig;  and  Allan  walked 
upon  tfa^  deck  for  some  time,  and  then  bade  the 
master  good-hight,  and  departed  to  go  to  bed. 

In  about  an  hour  after,  the  master,  who  seldom 
quitted  th^  dei^k  at  night,  descended  below  in  order 
to  procure  a  glass  of  liquor ;  but  his  wife  flew  to 
the  cabin-door,  and  declared  in.  a  violent  passion  that 
she  would  hot  be  perpetuldly  disturbed  by  his 
khoeking  and  stumbling  about.  He  immediately 
turned  away  without  replying ;  but ^  je^ous  of  the 
cause  of  hife  wife's  alarm/  he  went  straight  to  ihe 
steerage  to  examine  Allan's  birth,  and^  on  finding  it 
nnoccupiedt  procured  a  light,  and  returned  storm-E 
ing  most  furiously.  But  Allan  had  been  equidly 
active ;  and  having  put  on  his  coat,  and  tied  his  fa- 
vourite pipes  rotind  his  middle,  he  snatched  up  a 
great  watch-coat/  and  just  as  the  master  had  entered 
the  cabin-door,  be  threw  it  over  his  head,  whioh  ex>- 
tinguished  the  candle/,  and  occupied  the  madman's 
attention ;  while,  with  a  sudden  and  desperi^  exer-^ 
tion,  he  threw  him  upon  the  floor,  and  ^rting  upon 
deck,  drew  up  f he  ladder  after  him^  and  in  the  same 
moment  locked  the  door.  Dan,  who  was  at  the 
helm,  exclaimed,  ^^Weel,  piper,  ye're  an  unlucky 
reprobate ;  but  ye  maun  nae  sup.  wi'  Auld  Homey 
teekin'  het  wi'  lust."—"  O^pn^  dear  friend,"  said  AJk 
19  si 
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hn^  "  onlj  help  me  out  with  the  boat,  and  III  g(i!# 
you  ten  pounds."  This  he  said  under  the  impreeit 
ftinn  of  terror,  for  he  had  not  ten  pence  to  give, 
^  Na»  na,"  replied  the  Scotsman,  with  gtieatealmMai^ 
^hAe'et  comes  o'  ye,  the  shippy  tasmn  me  be  rdf^ 
bed."  At  this  moment,  AUan  was  exeeasiyel^r 
alarmed  by  a  great  blow  against  the  cabin-do^iv  mi 
the  approach  of  several  of  the  erew»  who  hctd  bees 
soused  by  the  noiae.  There  was  now  no  time  ftm 
deliberation ;;  ao  sdzing  a  large  plank,  he  tumUed  «l 
•Yekboard^  and  immediately  plunged  afta  it 

The  master  £h<»rtly  after  was  rdeased  from  huF 
eonfinesnent  by  one  of  the  men«  when  he  afipenred 
with  a  drawn  knife,  like  fury  personified.  But 
when  informed  that  the  object  of  his  wratb  bad 
jumped  overboard  and  disappeared^  hia  pasrioD  m^ 
stantly  subsided,  and  he  stood  pebified  witfii  asto* 
nishment  and  akrm;  while  Ms  Wife,  hearing  ibff 
melancholy  fate  of  her  lover,  rushed  upon  dedcin  « 
paroxysm  of  grief,  and  was  caught  by  honest  Don 
just  while  leaping  over  the  bulwark.  Tears,  re* 
proach^,  and  threats  now  followed  wit£  astonisluiig^ 
sapidity;  and  her  hudbond  at  last  was  obli^ped  tv 
carry  her  below,,  and  sooth  her  with  a  tesidemesa  tar 
which  she  had  been  little  accustomed.  He  then 
returned  upon  deck,  treated  the  crew  with  grogv 
and  extorted  a  psomise  that  the  untimely  £Ette  of 
the  passenger  should  never  be  mentioned. 

Ib  the  mean  time,  AMan  was  buffeting  the  waye» 
with  a  vigorous  amu  JBefore  he  detesmined  to^ 
adopt  this  mode  of  escape,,  he  had  observM  the  sucf 
breaking  on  one  of  the  small  Fern  islets,  and  whidt 
he  conoeived  he  could  neacb  with  great  ease.    But 
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lAftiough  lie  sDinetimeB  rested  upon  the  planks  i^ 
M  has  been  frequently  observed,  was  remarjtabljr 
defxterous  in  tlie  art  of  swimming,  he  was  nearljF 
exhausted  before  he  reached  it  The  siirf  dso  was 
MnslderaUe,  and  the  shcH?e  so  rugged  aiul  abrupt* 
tiiat  he  was  baffled  in  several  efforts  to  land ;  and 
Irbeci  he  at  last  succeeded^  be  was  cut  and  bruised 
in  several  parts  of  the  body.  With  great  eiertion 
be  crawled  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Waves,  when  he 
jay  for  seme  time  in  a  state  of  insensibilty. 

When  be  had  partly  recovered,  he  sat  up,  and 
rubbed  hiit  benumbed  joints;  but  although  he  had 
fismped  immediate  death,  yet  bis  situation  was  truly 
deplorable.  Cast  upon  a  bleak,  barren  spot,  without 
hat  or  -shoes,  and  wtere  neither  food  nor  shelter 
«pnld  be  procured,  bis  reflections  wefe  isufiici^ntly 
;glodmy  and  painful.  The  wind,  at  the  s^ne.  tifm^^ 
jnetunied  to  the  north-east,  and  blew  a  strong  gaH 
wMoh  /decreased  his  hopes  of  immediate  nsHef. 
Mbfwever,  he  wsb  itonvinoed  that  despondency  could 
4Qkily  aoederafae  his  fate.  Therefore,  cold,  weary* 
and  exhausted  as  he  was,  yet  he  walked  quickly 
about,  to  wrweoine  the  desire  to  sleep,  which  he  liras 
ieftsible  mi^t  terhiinate  in  death. 

Wfaoi  day4ighlt  appeared,  be  discovered  that  the 
4skt,  of  which  he  had  now  become  the  inhafoitaht, 
wtas  not  muqh  larger  t^an  one  of  the  smaH  fields 
which  in  Nortiiumberlandare  called  paddocks,  wi^- 
out  the  least  appearance  of  fresh  water  or  vegeta- 
^  tion.  But  on  walking  over  the  tang  in  search  of 
something  eatable,  he,  to  his  great  joy,  discovered 
«ome  of  St.  Cuthbert's  ducks'  nests,  and  with  a 
5tone  killed  two  of  the  ducks*     Having  cut  off 
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their  heads,  he  sucked  out  the  blood,  which,  vdth 
the  eggs,  afforded  him  a  delicious  refreshment ;  and 
about  mid-day  he  killed  two  birds  with  an  old  boat 
oar  which  had  been  washed  ashore ;  so  that  all  fears 
of  perishing  by  hunger  vanished.  The  rest  of  the 
day  he  employed  himself  in  digging  a  bed  like  a 
grave,  in  which  he  lay  down,  and  covered  himself 
with  dry  sand,  which  he  had  collected  and  carried 
in  the  skirt  of  his  coat.  Next  day  he  arose  much 
refreshed;  but  as  it  rained  hard,  he  became  very 
cold  and  wet,  ^d  all  his  efforts  to  strike  a  light 
with  his  knife,  a  bit  of  flint,  and  a  little  rag  torn 
from  his  shirt,  proved  abortive.  However,  towards 
evening  it  cleared  up,  and  the  wind  changed.  Next 
morning  the  sea  appeared  tolerably  calm ;  when, 
having  tied  his  shirt  to  the  old  oar,  he  set  it  up- 
right, expecting  that  some  boat  or  vessel  would  no- 
tice  the  signal.  Nordid  he  long  remain  in  suspense^ 
for  about  noon  he  descried  a  fishing  coble  rowing 
towards  him.  The  fishermen  knetv  Jamie  AUan, 
and  eagerly  enquired  how  he  had  been  conv^ed  to 
such  a  spot;  when  he  told  them  a  plausiUe  tale, 
which  satisfied  their  curiosity,  Having  got  into 
the  cpble^  his  deliverers  produced  a  stone  bottle  fuH 
of  gin ;  and  Allan,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  not  only 
played  upon  the  pipes,  but,  forgetting  all  past  daii* 
gers,  sung  a  variety  of  obscene  songs,  and  was  1^ 
jFgr  the  most  cheerful  in  the  company^ 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

AHan  meets  a  Party  of  Vagrants  at  Bambrough— Flight  with  Ndl  Clark— Honest. 
Dan  the  Sootchinan-*Tbe  amorous  Scold  outwitted— Nell*s  Feats  at  Sunderlan4 
—The  Silver  Tankard — The  borrowed  Horse — Apprehension— Trial— Unex- 
pected Acquittal — Journey  to  Scotland— Deserts  a  Gang  of  Gipsies— Flies  with 

.    A  Muggm^t  Wife — The  Pincushions-^yoyage  to  Liondon* 

XIN  landing,  the  fishermen  kindly  presented  Allan 
with  an  dd  hat  and  a  pair  of  shoes ;  when  he  set  off 
to  a  shabby  ale-house  near  Bambrough,  which  h^ 
knew  was  much  frequented  by  vagrants.  Accord- 
ingly, he  found  here  one  Brown,  a  chimney-sweeper, 
with  three  of  his  wives,  and  two  apprentices,  and  a 
Scotch  tinkler  named  Frazer.  They  were  drinking 
hot  ale  and  brandy,  and  fiercely  disputing  respecting 
the  particular  place  where  the  soul  was  lodged! 
Allan  seated  himself  unnoticed  in  a  dark  comer, 
and,  having  adjusted  his  pipes,  struck  up  the  "  Ca- 
meronians'  BantT  when  he  was  instantly  recognized, 
and  Brown,  grasping  his  hand,  exclaimed  with  rap- 
ture, "What,  my  old  friend  Jamie,  the  king  of 
ppers !"  and  then  ordered  a  gallon  of  hot,  over  which 
AIl^i  related  his  adventures,  and  Frazer  his  pilfer- 
ing tricks.  But  Brown,  though  he  enjoyed  such 
company,  was  himself  tolerably  honest;  and  his 
trade  was  so  profitable,  that,  notwithstanding  his 
expensive  ests^shment  of  women,  he  possessed  se- 
veral valuable  fre^ehold  houses. 

In  the  midst,  of  their  mirth,  a  young  woman  en- 
tered, when  Brown  l^tarted  up,  and  struck  bpr  a 
'  ;iriolent  blow  upon  the  bead ;  but  ^Jl^n  prevented 
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him  from  repeating  it,  tibougfa  the  sweep  swore  he 
would  chastise  her  severely  for  disturbing  his  peace 
by  scolding  his  other  wives.  When  harmony  was 
restored,  Allan  was  peculiarly  pleased  with  the 
young  offender's  appearance.  Her  countenance  was 
of  the  true  Gipsy  cast,  and  conveyed  an  air  of  va- 
grancy that  exactly  suited  his  taste.  He  also  soon 
learned  that  she  could  tell  fortunes,  mend  <^iaay 
cast  spoons,  and  make  excellent  pincushions.  These 
rare  qualifications  rendeiied  her  a  most  valuable  tra* 
veiling  companion;  and  Allan  determined,  if  possK* 
ble,  to  carry  off  the  prize. 

After  supper,  he  followed  this  woman  to  the 
door,  and  said  in  a  whisper,  **  I  have  traced  you  out 
at  last,  but  am  sorry  to  find ^  "No,*'  inter- 
rupted she,  "  you  ^  ii6|)!r<liot  sorry  that  Brown  istruck 
me,  because  you  think  I  will  the  more  readily  go 
with  you.  But  he  has  used  me  very  well  Ihe  two 
months  I  have  lived  with  him ;  only  no  man  dudl 
have  the  opportunity  of  using  me  ill  a  second  time, 
so  I  am  yours  in  the  morning."*-*'  That  is  spoken/' 
replied  Allan,  <'  like  a  girl  oi  spirit :  bat  why  not  be 
off  directly  ?" — ."  No,**  says  she,  ''  I  am  not  such  a 
fool  as  to  serve  Brown  for  nothing.  He  shall  pay 
me  before  we  part :  but  I  will  manage  liiaL  business 
myself,,  wd  expect  you  will  be  in  readiness  when  I 
quit  the  bam.'V  She  then  turned  away,  and  m- 
ent^ed  the  house. 

i3rown  and  Frazer  got  both  drunk ;  \rfien  Afian 
conducted  them  to  the  bam,  and  lay  down  with  tke 
latter  at  one  end,  while  the  sweep  and  his  wives  oc-^ 
cupied  the  other.  Here  he  listened  fdr  ikmAj  two 
hours,  in  breathless .  ei^pectatioti  of  hearing  Ndi 
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0tivk  (tke  young  Gip^y'is  name)  moving ;  but  at 
last  he  concludjed  that  she  also  had  fallen  asleepi^ 
^h^n  he  heard  a  '^  hem''  at  the  outside  of  the  bart^ 
»[idt  on  stealing  softly  out,  fotjond  her  standing 
j^oady  f<Hr  the  journey.  On  expressing  his  surprise! 
at  not  hearing  her  quit  the  barn» ''  Oh  !*'  said  she,  *^  I 
%m  gcoustooai^d  to  these  thin^.  Bet  and  Sail  will 
lyo^r  in  the  ta^iwmng  "when  Brown  misses  his  seveti 
gluneas;  but  they  deserve  it;  and  I  have  not  be« 
liayed  so  ill,  for  I  have  left  him  some  mcmey."  Sh^ 
then  deombded  where  he  intended  to  travel,  mA 
was  answered  to  Newcastle^  To  this  she  a^*^^ 
atid  Ipfoposfd  to  buy  h^self  more  d^ent  cloath^s, 
ithm  she  did  n6t  doubt  of  succeeding  in  the  folv 
tune-telling  line. 

During  the  journey,  AVtm  found  her  so  tlio- 
toi^gliSy  skilled  m  the  art  of  deception,  that  h»- 
kdipaiTted  to  her  his  intrigue  with  the  ship^master'^ 
wiffc  Nell  observed  it  was  a  good  things  and  re-J 
quested  him  to  leave  her  to  put  matters  in  a  propeif 
train,  r  The  morning  after  they  reached  Newcastle^ 
dbe  went  out  and  purchased  several  necessary  arti-t 
dies  of  dreSa,  and  then  walked  upon  the  Quay  ift- 
search  of  the  vessel.  After  waiting  for  a  convenient 
opportunity,  she  went  on  board,  and,  taking  the 
nmster's  wife  by  the  hand,  said,  "  Cross  ma  loof  wi* 
half  a  crown,  and  Til  tell  ye  truths  past  and  speedily 
to  come.**  No  answer  was  made;  but  N^  wa4 
motioned  to  walk  into  the  cabin,  where,  after  exa^t 
mining  her  hand  with  deep  attentioD,  she  said,  in  % 
mysterious,  hollow  voice,  *'  Yoti  are  now  unhappy, 
but  I  see  a  change.  There's  your  dear  love.  Aye; 
faith !  he's  there.    Bboir  strange !    Why,  he's  rising 
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dut  o'  the  sea ;  an'  he's  running  and  pantihg  f o  6# 
at  ye.  Thete,  he's  in  your  arms.  But,  whisht !  see' 
what's  that.  Aye,  aye^  ye'll  cry  nae  mair  for  baims/ 
for  there's  three  bonny  and  plumi^  wean$  jumping 
about  ye^  But  Stop — there,  my  sweet  mistress;^ 
ye're  to  be  rich  as  Wee!  as  happy."  The  poor  wo^ 
toian  stood  amazed  at  th^  crowd  6f  strange  idea^ 
that  now  entered  her  mind  ;  she  trembled ;  her  face 
flushed,  and  then  grew  pole  again.  At  last^  recol* 
leeting  herself,  she  threw  down  another  half-^crown^ 
ind  said  to  Nell,  **  There  j  you  hate  said  too  much.? 
I  wish  you  may  not  deal  with  the  devil." — **  Aye,** 
said  Nell  as  she  quitted  the  cabin^  with  a  most  lasd-* 
yious  leer,  "  it  matters  not  who  I  deal  wi',  but  ye'Uf 
sune  deal  wi'  a  fine  fellow." 

Nell  now  hastened  to  AUan^  mid  having  dirtfidly" 
disguised  him  in  ah  old  white  great  eoat,-  h^  entered 
the  Grey  Horse  public  house,  and  sent  for  I)an^  ther 
Scotch  mate.  When  the  dirty  tar  entered,  Allanr 
handed  bim  a  glass  of  gin*,  which  He* drank  withcnit^ 
asking  atiy  questions;  but  when  he  fixed  hiseyesf 
upon  Allan,  he  immediately  reC(%iiized  him<  asd/ 
dashing  his  cap  upon  the  table,  sh#ok  him  heartiij^ 
by  the  hand,  and  exclaimed,  "  And  fan  cam  ye  herey 
man?"  then  added  in*  a  whisper,  "Ye've  cheated 
the  fishes,  my  lad :  but  tak  care  ;*  he  that's  born  tct 
be  hang'd  will  ne'er  drown.'*  Allan  never  hked  to 
hear  the  word  "hang;"  but  he  concealed  his  dis^ 
pleasure,  and  desired  Dan  to  sit  down  and  tell  hiov 
what  had  happened  after  his  escape. 
«  After  he  had  related  his  story,  Allan. asked  himr 
if  he  would  do  him  a  favour.  Dan,  supposing  he 
wanted  to  bcnrrow  some  mooey,  took  out  hit^  purs^ 
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fifiying,  '^I  hde  nae  mudcle  to  tspeae,  but  Til  gie  ye 
part." — **  No,"  said  Allan,  ^  I  want  no  money.  I 
only  want  you  to  tell  your  naistreas  liiat  I  am  here.^ 
But  Dan  stafrted  up  with  great  indignation,  and  exj- 
claimed,  **  Na,  na,  piper ;  Dan  Faiiley  will  help  an j 
mon  upon  a  dead  wind ;  but  d--i-n  him  if  e'er  he  be*, 
comes  a  pimp;"  and  throwing  down  a  shilling  to 
pay  the  reckoning,  he  bounced  out  of  the  room. 

Alian,  knowing  that  the  master  was  on  shore; 
fdOiowed,  and,  without  apeakihg,  went  ijorto  the 
calnn.  The  infatuated  woman,  knowing  his  Yoice, 
instantly  rushed  into  his  arms,  crying,  **Ah1  my 
love,  how  were  you  saved?** — ^*  Just  now^  silenoe; 
my  dear,**  said  ABan ;  ^*  time  is  precious :  are  yon 
ready  to%  with  me?"— •*  Alas?"  said  she,  *^ this  is 
u^iiut^ky.  My  husbsrind,  or  rather  my  plague,  has 
beim  wonderfully  sober  and  steady  since  we  came 
liere ;  and  he  has  all  the  cash  to  pay  for  a  cargo  isf 
eoals  and  isome  other  iSiings,  except  that  paltry  se- 
venteen pounds,''  throwing  her  purse  upon  the  taMe. 
He  wa«  mueh  vexed  and  disappointed  at  this  intd- 
ligence ;  but  masking  his  fedings,  he  said,  ^  Nevct 
mind,  my  tkar  Martha ;  I  have  {detity  at  home,  and 
(taking  up  the  purse)  this  wlU  pay  for  a  chaise  and 
odier  neeeesary  expenses ;  mid  you  must  meet  me 
at  the  Low  Crane  atfiine  b'clodc  tim  evening/' 
Having  ^assented  to  this  arraiig;emeiit,  be  hastfly  te- 
turned  on  shttt'e.  ,  ?^  i  I 

Exactly  at  ttiejappdinted'time,  tftia  oredulouscarid 
criminal  wmndn  appeared,  binying  two  large  Jbrnr- 
;^es  of  sdio^ikt^  and  some  other  articles  of  Vakie. 
Alian  met  her  with  wieK-^mtnterfeKiied  nptiire ;  aad 
taking  tibe  fauiidk»/lke  Qb6l»v6d,tliat  be'hadf  engaged 
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B  female  relation  to  assist  them,  and  all  was  ready ; 
then  signing  to  Nell,  he  gave  her  the  bandies,  and 
bade  her  hurry  straight  to  the  inn.  He  and  the 
deluded  Martiba  followed  arm  in  arm  for  a  little 
way,  when  he  halted,  and  requested  her  to  widt  a 
single  moment  till  he  entered  a  public  house  wher^ 
he  had  lodged  to  bring  his  pipes;  and,  going  in  at 
one  door,  he  passed  through  another,  whidi  CQi|imu«^ 
nicated  with  a  chare,  or  narrow  lane^  where  Nell  was 
waiting.  They  then  adjourned  to  their  obscure 
lodging,  and  spent  the  night  in  drinking. 

Next  day  they  agreed  to  fly  to  Sunderland^  lest 
any  unpleasant  enquiries  should  take  place :.  but,  in 
this  instance,  AUan  confessed  that  he  felt  coBStd»a* 
ble  remorse,  in  having  driven  an  unsuspecting  and 
inexperienced  woman  to  min  ^nd  pr<^g9€y;  amd 
he  insisted  that  Nell  should  endeavour  to  gain  soiQe 
information  respecting  her.  In  about  half  an  houTt 
liis  worthy  emissary  returned^  with  the  infel%eiio^ 
that  she  was  walking  with  her  husband  npo9  the 
deck  as  if  nothing  teul  happened.  This  satined 
him,  and  he  consented  to  set  off  for.  Sunderlannik 

Having  sold  the  poor  woman's  cloaths,  they  tool^ 
a  mean  lodging  in  Monkwearmouth,  wl^re  they 
lived  in  a  most  .extravagant  manner  until  thar  ilL 
gotten  means  were  all  exhaui^d.  Allan  the^  in  a 
peevish  humour,  begsn  to  prepare  for  a  removal; 
but  Nell  laughed  at  his  vexation,  and  said,  *^So 
then,  Jamie,  do  you  think  Tm  as  great  a  fool  as 
you,  to  spend  all  and  have  nothing  in  my  eye?*" 
She  then  insisted  that  they  should  stop  another  day; 
and  in  the  evening  she  went  out.  Buying  her  retom 
was  uncertain.    Allan  »t  a  late  hour  went  to  be4 
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tiishi'hg  she  might  never  come  back,  for  he  feared 
to  be  implicated  in  her  darihg  thefts.  j[n  a  little 
time  she  -returned,  greatly  flurried,  and  whii^t*ed, 
•*Get  up,  Jamie,  we  maun  be  off.''  Allan  rose  has- 
tily, aiid  having  dressed,  they  left  the  house  and 
took  the  way  to  Newcastle. 

When  on  the  road,  Allan  asked  the  reason  of 
leaving  their  lodgings  with  such  haste  and  secrecy* 
Nell  £U)swered,  ^*  A  pur(te  of  gold  and  a  watch  are 
worth  preserving."  She  then  informed  him  that  an 
old  gentleman,  from  the  time  they  had  come  to 
Sunderland,  seemed  to  have  taken  a  fancy  to  her 
Gipsy  face ;  but  she  had  always  avoided  a  regular 
appointment,  as  an  accidental  rencontre  aff<M*ded  a 
better  ebance  for  plunder.  That  night  she  had  ob- 
served him  enter  a  tavern,  and  had  watched  him  for 
upwards  of  three  hours ;  and  when  he  came  out  ra- 
ther mellow,  i^e  crossed  the  street  befort  him.  He 
wasTldelighted  at  the  accidental  meeting ;  and  while 
he  was 'tapping  at  a  low  public  house,  she  had 
picked  his  pocket  and  slipped  off. 
-  On  reaching  Newcastle,  they  repaired  to  their  old 
lodgings ;  and  Nell,  after  purchasing  Allan  a  good 
suit  of  doaths,  expressed  her  determination  to  enjoy 
her^lf ;  that  was  to  eat,  drink,  and  sleep,  until  all 
was  spent.  She  then  commeneed  her  fortune-teOing 
career,  at  which  business  Allan  declared  she  ave- 
raged fifteen  shilHrigs  a  day.  But  though  he  was 
fed  with  dainties,  and  went  to  bed  every  night 
nearly  tipsy,  yet  he  grew  weary  of  his  confinement, 
BXiA  at  last  resolved  to  leave  Newcastle:  at  all  ha- 
-zards.  His  not  appearing  in  public  arose  from  tbe 
fear  of  the  fellow  who  bad  lent  him  the  horse  wheia 
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ittempting  to  entrap  the  widow  dt  Haltwinsrtfe,  and 
who  still  resided  in  the  fiame  place. 

One  evening)  while  he  Was  pacing  up  and  down 
their  room,  Nell  entered,  and  said,  ^Now,  my  man 
Jamie,  Tm  ready  to  go.*"  He  suspected  that  some* 
thing  had  happened ;  but  without  making  it\y  re» 
mark,  be  packed  up  his  pipes  and  eloaths,  and 
accompanied  her  on  the  road  leading  to  Morpeth^ 
This  place  they  entered  before  dayJight,  when  Al. 
km  proposed  to  spend  the  day  with  a  few  of  hia 
acquaintances ;  but  Nell  insisted  on  going  forwajtd. 
At  day-break  Allan  stepped  to  drink  at  a  sping^ 
and  was  preparing  the  rim  of  his  hat  for  that  pur- 
pose, when  Nell  thrust  a  niassy  silver  tankard  into 
his  hand,  saying,  «  Fill  it  half  full  of  water,  and  TU 
add  as  much  brandy,  to  handsel  our  new  jug.**  AL- 
lan  was  rather  surprised,  but  drank  his  share  with* 
out  venturing  to  make  any  comments. 

When  they  resumed  their  journey,  he  asked  her 
where  she  had  borrowed  the  tankard.  She  said  that 
a  young  lady  had  lately  mariied  a  rich,  disagreeable 
old  fellow,  who  lived  in  Gateshead ;  and  being  in*- 
troduoed  to  tell  her  fortune,  she  had  killed  the  old 
doating  man,  and  given  her  a  dashing  young  spaik, 
which  had  pleased  her  so  mud),  that  i^  went  to 
Detch  her  a  glass  of  liquor,  during  which  she  had 
<^&ed  a  beaufet,  and  secured  the  silver  mtig. 

Allan,  being  apprehensive  of  a  pursuit,  immedi- 
ately left  the  hightvay,  and  crossed  the  country; 
but  as  noth'mg  transpired  respecting  the  tankard,  he 
tstLJpposed  that  the  lady  had  kept  her  loss  a  secret; 
probably  dreading  an  exposure  of  her  eommumo^ 
lion  wirtv  a  Gipsy  fbrtuiie-telleri 
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On  readiing  Rothbury»  Allan  was,  as  usual,  hailed 
"vnth  joy  by  his  friends;  while  mu^c,  singing,  and 
4aiicing  continued  among  the  light-hearted  moor-^  . 
landers,  until  their  pleasures  ended  like  other  peo- 
ple's, for  want  of  the  means  of  supporting  them. 
Poverty  soon  began  to  stare  Allan  in  the  face ;  for 
be  had  strictly  prohibited  Nell  from  stealing  in  the 
.  neighbourhood,  nor  durst  she  offer  the  silver  tan- 
kard for  sale,  and  the  people  offered  no  encourage- 
ment for  the  exercise  of  her  talents.  At  last  he 
grew  desperate,  and,  ordering  Nell  to  leave  Roth- 
bury  in  the  evening,  promised  to  overtake  her  on 
the  road.  But  as  she  had  become  firmly  attached 
to. him,  and  suspected  this  was  only  a  trick  to  escape 
from  her,  she  peremptorily  objected  to  this  mode  of 
travelling,  until  he  imparted  his  design  of  horromng 
a  horsa 

>  At  night  he  stole  a  mare  belonging  to  Mr.  James 
firown  of  Rothbury,  and  towards  nioming  overtook 
Nell  near  danton.  She  appeared  rather  intoxi- 
cated ;  and  whi^i  he  b^an  to  abuse  her,  she  pro- 
duced three  guineas,  saying,  '^There's  aye  luck 
-where  there's  pluck." ,  On  reaching  a  public  housfe^ 
they  entered;  and  here  the  infatuated  Allan  sat*" 
idrinking  for  several  hours,  forgetful  of  the  crime 
4ie  had  eommitted.  At  last  he  set  out  with  Nell 
mounted  behind  him,  and  was  jogging  on  at  an 
easy  rate  near,  Wooler  Haugh,  when  two  horsemen, 
who  had  been  s«it  in  pursuit,  came  up  and  secured 
him ;  but  his  faithful  partner,  being  swift  of  foot, 
leaped  over  a  dyke  and  escaped. 

AUsm  was  now  committed  tOv  lifOTpeth  jail  until 
Hie  assizes,  but  was  liberally  su$>plied,   through 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


446  LIFE  OF 

Nell's  exertions,  with  abundance  <^  excellent  food. 
Yet,  ar  the  time  of  tHal  approached,  he  became 
thoughtful  and  low^irited,  being  almost  certain 
tUafc  the  evidence  would  convict  him.  He  had  al- 
ways a  great  dread  of  Morpeth  jaU;  and  he  now 
exercised  all  his  ingenuity  in  devising  means  of 
escape:  but  he  was  watched  so  narrowly,  that  all 
his  attempts  were  detected  and  frustrated. 

Allan  appeared  at  the  bar  remarkably  well  dress- 
ed, and  heard  the  indictment  read  with  great  attri- 
tion. During  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  he 
betrayed  mudi  agitation,  for  the  evidence  was  so 
dear  that  death  stared  him  in  the  face;  but  hia 
countenance  brightened  when  he  unexpectedly 
heard  the  leading  counsels  cross-examine  the  wit- 
nesses in  his  favour,  and  heard  the'&any  objections 
which  they  urged  to  his  advantage.  This  sin- 
gular interference  has  been  thus  explained :  It  hap- 
pened, previously  to  this  time,  that  the  magistracy 
of  the  county  had  resolved  to  establish  a  Hue  and 
Cry  for  the  detection  of  thieves,  &c.  The  publish- 
es of  the  Newcastle  Courant  and  Chronicle  were 
candidates  for  this  office ;  but,  through  the  ii^uence 
of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the  Coiirant  pre- 
"vailed.  When  Allan's  theft  was  Enounced  in  the 
Chronicle,  as  an  oblique  slur,  it  added)  ^'late  piper 
to  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Nortitumberland,'^ 
which  addition,  fortunately  for  Allan,  was  the  very 
cause  of  the  gracious  interfa-ence  of  the  duchess  to 
fiave  his  life. 

Being  sentenced  M  be  marked  in  the  hand,  the 
operation  was  perfc»:med  at  the  bar  with  a  cold  iron, 
Allan  blew  his.  breath  upon  his  hand^  thrust  it  into 
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his  pocket,  and  when  his  irons  weie  knocked  off,  he 
fame  to  the  dopr  of  the  Hoot-hall,  and,  giTing  a 
skip,  cried,  **  Who  can  say  -^at  e'er  Jaade  iUlan 
had  a  flaw?"  The  Casde-yaid  was  excessively 
crowded;  and  the  numerous  gangs  of  jfaas  that 
were  seated  in  every  direction,  waiting  the  issue  of 
the  trial,  attracted  the  general  attention.  He  was 
received  by  his  old  associates  with  shouts  of  congra* 
tulation,  and  the  night  was  spent  in  feasting  and 
dmidng. 

Nell  was  a  native  of  Dumbarton,  and  by  her  per- 
suasion ^Allan  accompanied  her  next  morning  on  a 
journey  to  Scotland.  Abotit  $1^^  middle  of  October 
they  reached  Stirling,  whetig^^tlipy  joined  a  party  of 
Gipsies  from  Aberdeenshi^;  i^hrough  the  influ- 
ence of '  Nell,  who  was  wellj^squainted  with  these 
desperate  vagabonds,  Allan  was  joyfully  received 
intot  their  brotherhood,  and  was  informed  that  they 
practised  in  the  higher  walks  of  crime;  for  they 
observed  that  more  could  be  made  on  the  highway 
in  one  night  than  by  sneaking  about  the  country 
for  twelve  months.  They  were  then  meditating  am 
expedition  against  the  Southron  dealers  who  fre^ 
quented  Falkirk  tryst,  into  which  scheme  A^an 
entered  with  seeming  delight  But  this  busiao^efut 
was  x^  too  bold  and  dangerous  a  cast  to  please  hia 
taste :  he  thereforo  seized  the  first  opportunity  to^ 
desert  from  this  gang,  and  also  from  Nell,  of  whom 
he  had  now  groWn  weary. 

Hearing  that  a  party  of  Gipsies  were  encamped 
near  Greenlaw,  he  went  thither;  but  found  they 
had  removed  to  a  place  called  Death  Biggs,  where 
he  joined  them,. and  was  well  received.    Here  he 
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JKred  neady  three  weeks^,  and  wag  well  fed  atMi  had 
abundance  <rf  whisky ;  white  the  oinly  duty  l^equired 
of  hkn  was  to  play  in  the  evenings  when  Hie  gan^ 
had  assembled.  Imoiediately  after  his  arrival,  a 
sturdy  tinker,  named*  Rob  BaiUie,  came  in  i^om  a 
distant  excursion,  accompanied  by  a  remarkably  fine 
young  female.  Allan  was  so  enraptured  l^  het 
charms,  that  he  began  to  exercise  all  those  arts  by 
which  he  had  seduced  so  many  females*  At  last^ 
his  success  seemed  certain ;  but  the  shrewd  tinker 
had  penetrated  into  his  designs^  and,  upon  his  re- 
turn one  evening,  cast  so  many  significant  and  ter« 
rific  glances  upon  the  guilty  Allan,  that  he  heesmt 
excessively  alarmed  for  his  personal  salety ;  aiid 
when.l^  Gipsies  retired  to  rest,  he  stole  softly  ojbA 
of  the  large  old  bam  where  Hiey  resicfed,  and  fied 
with  all  possible  expedition*  ^"^ 

.  In  passing  through  Coldstiieam,  he  observed  an* 
other  party  of  Gipsies,  and  bmng  -made  bimsdf 
known,  was  very  kindly  entertained.  One  of  them^ 
a  mugger,  named  Smitii,  who  had  fied  bom  York- 
ibire  for  thefts  had  an  AcUve  ^nd  ailduBtnotts  wife$ 
but  she  was  subject  to  the  most  violeiit  parbxyuos 
of  passion.  This  woman  h0  thought  would  be  a 
valuable  acquisition,  aiid  iie  mei  every  effort  to  iiu 
gratiate  himsdf  into  her  fiivoun  Gnt  day  Ae  went 
to  Ford  on  business;  and  "as  her  Irasbond  wcas  aa 
idle  fellow,  he  prevailed  upou  liim  to  remain^  aad 
during  her  absence,  he  plied  him  and  Jean  MiUer, 
the  leader's  sister,  a  strapping  yoang  wench,  so  ef- 
fectually with  liquor,  that  Aey  became  botfer  intozi- 
eated.  He  then  led  tbem  toa  «taft)le,  and  laid  thaoa 
dose  together  amongst  iscaae  shuew.  >  Wfaeit  Siniitlif^ 
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wife  returned,  Allan  shewed  her  the  situation  of 
her  husband ;  when  she  became  so  enraged,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  restrained  her  from  inflicting 
immediate  punishment  on  the  supposed  transgres* 
som  White  thtis  irritated,  he  gently  fbi'ded.  |iei^ 
away,  and  they  travelled  northward  to  Fife.  Here 
tibey  remained  for  several  weeks,  Allait'  playing 
upon  thi^  pij^es,  arid  his  new  consort  telling  fortunes 
and  selUng  artijcl^s  of  haberdasheiy.  But  her  tem^ 
jfer  was  sb' violent  afid  ungovernable,  that  he  de^- 
ihirifed*  to'MVe  hdr ;  and  itt  order  to  exdte  a  quarrel,! 
lie'tlreht  hofti^  otie  night  at  Aberdbur,  feijgningta 
ikj'  irtut)idiy.d^uriU.  She,  however,  quietly  assisteii 
Iltth  to  bedi  Whi^'  he'  began  to  shore  as  if  asleep. 
In  k'Ettie,  life  ptifeih^  her  takd"  a"^ 'pincushion  from 
m  basketvsh^' cbijfetehtly  carrieai  iiito^  whicli^  slie^ 
tftrttkW'l^ifeilfe'of'grfld,  arid^  tfeeri*  sew^  it  ii|)'againl' 
The  secret  was  now  dispdveredv  f*  Ke^Had  always^ 
snispi^tied  sh^'had  nioWy,  though  she  firmly  denied 

A^  little  attef  niidniglit  he  r6se,  phd'  saying  he  .teti 
Vety.  sicfe,  di-'esSfed  iil  order  to  take  a  w^t.    He^ 
tfcfeh  lf*t  thd  hoiise  With  ttieMb^ket,  and  walked! 
ti46tilf  tdwMs  ttt^^feny:   /\HTien  it  .was  ligUV'he 
e^^&aniin^  th6  pinciistiions^'  ina  to  his^fflnbat  joy  dis-' 
cSivei^ ; twenty •Kftieguiri^^      JB(earful  of  tfci?  tierma-^ 
^nt' ^ursuihgf  him,  he  hid  hfthsetf  in  Leitii  until  ^ 
i^fed^l' sall^4;  tp  Loiidon;  c)nT)dara  of  whwh  he'toplc;; 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

AUan^s  Interview  with  Cromer— Agiun  mined  by  6a|niBg---Moaniiiil  Tale  q£  tm\ 
old  Friend  in  Cheshire — Apprehension  and  Escape  at  Pontefroct — The  Sailor's 
Wife  at  Scarboreugh— Morpeth  Mary  at  Shidds— -Journey  to  WarkWorth— 
Voyage  to  Holland— Danger  and  DUtivas  that  eDsae8<»»Retiin»  to  Qerwide*** 
Visits  Alnwick— 'Rencontre  with  Morpeth  Mary— Flight  to  Rothbary» 

\JlS[  landing  in  the  metropolis,  Allan  purchased  a 
new  suit  of  cloaths,  and  was  a^in  casually  adniitted 
into  Northumberland  House.  Indeed,  he  procured 
the  notice  of  several  of  the  nobility,  and  was  often 
sent  for  to  entertain  the  ladies  with  his  favourite 
tune  of  ^^  Come  to  Bedy  Cicely ,  come,  ceme^  wme^ 
which  he  executed  (accompanying;  t)ie  ^ip^s  with, 
his  voice)  with  such  laughable  effect  ^  always  dreWw 
forth  the  warmest  applause.  \,:     .  ' 

.  Flattered  and  emboldened  by  the  attentioijs  he. 
received  from  people  of  fashion,  Allan  ventured  to 
demand  an  audience  of ,  Cromer,  the  famous  Italian 
musician;  whom  be  informedj  that,  hearing  of  tos. 
unrivalled  skill  in  music,^  he  had  ;tiravel)ed  three 
hunj^red.  miles   to   hear  him.  pla^r.      The  Italian 
seemed  surprised,  but  politely  begged  hina ,  to  be^ 
seated,  when  he  took  his  violin  and  played  an  ov^- 
ture.     Allan  was  ravished  with  delight,  and  declared, 
that  now  he  was  anaply  rewarded  for  the  e^^v^^i 
and  fatigue  he  had  experienced;  and  begg^^  per- 
mission, as  the  only  return , he  could  make  for'hi^ 
condescension,  to  be  allowed  to  give  him  a  tune  on 
the  Northumberland  bagpipe.    Cromer  smiled,  and 
said  l^e  had  no  objection,  though  certainly  he  did 
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toot  think  highly  of  the  instrument.  However, 
after  Allan  had  played  one  of  his  best  pieces,  Cro- 
mer rose,  shook  his  hand,  and  complimented  him 
upon  his  taste,  declaring  that  lie  never  conceived  so 
confined  an  instrument  was  capable  of  such  execu- 
tion. After  drinking  a  bottle  of  wine,  the  two  mu- 
dcians  parted  highly  pleased  with  each  other. 

For  some  time,  Allan  conducted  himself  with 
such  propriety,  that  his  friends  began  to  entertain 
hopes  of  a  real  reformation  having  taken  place ;  but 
at  last  he  became  impatient  to  grow  rich,  and  for 
this  purpose  frequented  gaming-houses,  where,  in 
playing  for  small  sums,  he  was  generally  successful. 
However,  going  to  one  of  those  places  of  fashionable 
resort  one  evening  when  flushed  with  liquor,  he 
ventured  and  lost  his  last  shilling.  A^tated  by  all 
those  agonizing  feelings  which  none  but  an  unfor- 
tunate gamester  can  know,  he  rushed  out  of  the 
house,  sold  all  his  best  cloaths  and  his  watch,  and 
then  returned  with  the  forlorn  hope  of  retrieving 
His  fortune.  But,  as  may  be  easily  imagined;  he 
was  soon  stripped  of  this  last  resource;  and  he  left 
the  house  cursing  himself  bitterly,  and  lamenting 
the  loss  of  the  pleasure  which  he  had  fondly  antici- 
pated, of  appearing  at  Rothbury  like  a  gentleman. 

The  same  night  he  took  his  departure  from  Lon- 
don ;  and  being  pennyless,  he  travelled  slowly,  play- 
ing in  the  villages  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  At  , 
Waltham  in  Leicestershire  he  fell  in  with  a  wander- 
ing basket-maker  and  two  female  fortune-tellers,^ 
who  were  going  to  Cheshire  to  attend  a  Gipsy  wed- 
ding, and  whom  he  agreed  to  accompany  to  the 
place  of  th6ir  destination.    The  women  were  expert 
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tlileves^  and  pjrovi^ed  him  and  hi»  ww/CQmndff 
mt^  a  gi;<^t  variety  of  hx^iffjcs.  .  Allfi},  ]ifith  ^1^ 
pipes,  contpibuted  gij^ly  to  the  iiHJ^^y  tiiat  pi^ 
yailed  at  the  nuuxiage;  and  tl^e  feasting  )yai^  contini^ed 
for  two  days,  when  the  tribe  p^ep^ured  |x>^p^|:ate« 

Previous  to  this,  while  A^^  ^??  ?!?^^^¥lg  ^^PP^* 
a  delicate,  modest-looking  Gipsy  yfovafcj^  ^^^^^[jiced^ 
^d,  after  looking  earnpstly  at* him,  said,  "Have 
you  thep  forgotten  your  Mary's  little  f^yourijie?* 
The  bewitching  smile  that  accompapied  this  intief:-* 
rogatory  instantly  recalled  her  to  bi§  recoUectioBp 
though  her  fine  playful  countfsnance  was  t^w  soft? 
eped  intf>  a  ^rind  of  gentle  melancholy*  After  mv^ 
iual  congratulations,  Aljan  eagerly  enquired  w^t 
had  become  of  her  uncle.  **  Alas !"  ;^.d  she  mourn- 
fully, "he  is  gone,  and  with  him  have  departed  my 
hopes  of  happiness  in  this  life."  After  a  pause,  fH^ 
resumed,  "fhe  chief  never  recovered  the  shock 
occasipned  by  my  dear  Mary's  deatb.  He  at  1^ 
drooped  so  much  tl^at  I  became  alarpjed,  and  ina*- 
parted  pvery  comfort  and  cqnsolation  in  my  powec 
One  evening,  he  seemed  much  affect^  ^y  ^^7  Vf^ 
remitted  attentions,  and  surprised  me  grej^t^y  by 
bedewing  my  hand  with  teai?s.  At  last  hp,  sai4»  ifl 
a  voice  scarcely  articul^^  *  l^y  worthy  girl,  I  have 
injured  you  c^eeply.  To,  g^f^tify  ^y  J^^Pg^i  ?  s^l^ 
you  from  yp^^r  p^rent?^  who  aje  weaitljy  and  ^, 
gpectable.  Mary  ^sis  alsp  a  m^yr  to  njy  pai^iQ;ns4 
But  you  shall  be  rest(S^  to  your  femily,  and  then 
I  will  close  my  eyes  in  peaqe^  Returii  in  the  ipfiorn^ 
ing,  and  ypu  shall  know  dl/  Duric\g  Xh^  nightj," 
$he  qcmtjnued,  ''  I  wandered  about  in  a  stat^  of  ^x-; 
|rj&me  Station ;  b,^^  ohj  hpwjshaU  J  A^pab^  nofy 
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ip^t  "when  in  the  flwnw^  I  MieV^  the  ^  4ppo- 
^^ry  of  my  fufawe  Jipp^s  ^nd  Ijappiijpss  ^  lii^^lW 
cp^sp  ?  I  sunk  .sen^dess^  P»  tfep  gppiwJ,  uttprii^g  » 
6pflBWJ  pf  horror  which  al^poy^ii  ^h^  ichifif 's^tepdr 
^ts.  The  cruel  men  ijuimefji^tply  «^?ied  apd  di-» 
yidvejj  l^i'^  treasures,  and^  befpre  I  r^covereti  my 
jpi^coljjiectioru  had  burnt  all  his  papers.  I  received 
pptbing  biit  a  trifle,  aqd  h^ve  since  that  tiii^  bpen 
-jyandering  through  England  in  seairch  of  my  p^^ 
rents ;  but  I  have  npt  discoypred  any  who  have  loi^t 
^  girl  at  the  tiipe  I  was  a  child"  Allan  was  af&cted 
^y  hpr  relation,  ^nd  toojc  his  leave,  wishing  her 
|)etter  success  in  her  interesting  enquiries. 

After  travelling  abou|;  a  weel^  with  hip  fprnj^y 
cqflapanions,  one  pf  the  femfdes  wp.s  detected  steal* 
tng  linen  from  a  he^ge ;  whpn  he  jimmediately  fled, 
ip  ayqid  being  implicated  in  her  crime.  At  Jioqh? 
4aJ#  he  became  acquainted  with  a  profligate  you(^ 
fellow,  who  had  robbed  fM^d  deserted  his  master,  ^ 
f^iixkent  attorney  ^n  Londc^^;  and  who  w^s  now 
praying  upon  the  public  creduUty  und^r  ^  variety 
of  assumed  characters.  Allan  accepted  ^n  invitation 
icf  join  in  this  swindling  scheme;  but  at  P(»>tefm?|; 
^hey  ivere  both  apprehended.  The  youth  behaved 
yery  yiqlently,  ^d  was  handcwfied  find  giiar^ed  ^1 
pight  ly  two  constables ;  while  Alhjn  a^rned  ^ 
.patience  and  resignation^i  and  represented  himself  |.p 
^  innocent  dupe.  Th<?  officer  under  who^e  ca^.  he 
was  placed  commiserated  his  misfortunes,  and  rear 
4ily  joined  in  drinking  a  friendly  glass.  The  result 
may  easily  be  imagined ;  for  the  unsuspecting  man 
:6oon  became  tipsy,  when  Allan  put  on  his  great 
4fpat^  ^^^  Ipft  ^i;n  tip  ^yoy  his  sl^umbeits. 
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He  next  went  to  Scarborough,  where  he  played 
during  the  latter  end  of  the  bathing  reason.  His 
landlady  was  a  young  drunken  woman,  whose  hus- 
band was  on  a  voyage  to  the  Baltic.  She  soon  be- 
came enamoured  with  Allan,  who  prevailed  upon 
her  to  sell  off  her  furniture  privately,  and  elope 
with  him.  They  travelled  together  only  as  far  as 
Whitby;  when  finding  a  sloop  ready  to  sail  to 
Shields,  he  left  the  poor  duped  woman  without  a 
shilling,  to  lament  her  folly  and  criminality. 

On  landing  at  North  Shields,  he  met  his  old 
crony,  Loggan  the  fiddler,  with  whom  he  spent  the 
nioney  which  he  had  so  unjustly  obtained.  He  was 
then  obliged  to  go  amongst  the  public  houses,  and 
play  to  the  sailors,  who  in  general  paid  him  hand- 
somely. One  evening,  in  entering  a  tavern,  the 
notorious  Morpeth  Mary  seized  him  by  the  arm, 
iand  said,  "  My  diear  Jamie,  you  are  the  very  man  I 
wished  to  see."  She  then  briefly  stated  that  she 
bad  stolen  a  gentleman's  pocket  book,  and  must  be 
off.  Allan  appeared  oveijoyed  at  her  luck,  and 
offered  to  accompany  her  to  London  immediately. 
But  having  received  a  few  pounds  to  buy  himself 
cloaths,  and  provide  a  stock  for  the  voyage,  which 
they  agreed  to  take  in  the  first  collier  that  sailed,  he 
walked  off;  for  he  thought  she  was  too  daring  a 
thief  to  associate  safely  with. 

He  now  resolved  to  visat  an  old  acquaintance 
called  Tom  Doers,*  at  Warkworth ;  but  at  Bedling- 


*  Allan  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  Tom  Doers,  and  often 
spent  a  few  jolly  day*  in  his  company.  This  singular  character 
was  distinguished  for  fim  and  roguery,  and  held  the  high  ofioe'cf 
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tQa.he  feu  in  with  a  jparty  of  mu^er^^  with  whom^ 
he  spent  several  days  in  stealing  poultry,  feasting^ 
and  drinking.  At  last,  a  farmer  at  Widdrington 
applied  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  warrant' 
against  them ;  but  Allan  escaped,  and  after  wander* 
ing  about  the  neighbourhood  of  Alnwick  for  several 
weeks  in  great  poverty,  he  became  acquainted  with, 
a  noted  smuggler  at  Alemouth,  who  wais  so  pleased- 
with  bis  jokes  and  music,  that  he  invited  him  to 
take  a  voyage  in  his  vessel  to  Flushing.  Allan  was 
fond  of  the  excursion,  and  gladly  embarked,  pro* 
mising  himself  much  gratification  amongst  a  crew, 
of  careless,  merry,  and  dninken  fellows. 

A  few  hours  after  sailing,  the  wind  began  to 
blow  fresh,  and  soon  increased  to  a  prodigious 
storm.  The  weather  also  became  very  tMck,  which^ 
with  the  cold  and  sleet,  rendered  the  working  of 
the  vessel  very  disagreeable.  The  master,  however,, 
bore  away  before  the  wind  until  they  reached  thev 
Orkneys,  when  it  became  more  calm,  and  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  alter  their  course.  But  justf 
then  the  storm  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fury;- 
and  the  mainsail  blowing  loose,  every  seam  was 
soon  split  from  top  to  bottom.    The  forestay  and 


UMtyor  of  Warkwortli.  On  one  occasion^  a  constable  from  Alnwick' 
presented  him  Mrith  a  paper  eoneeming  the  militia^  which  Tom  ' 
seemed  to  pmiae  widi  uneommMi  g^vitj  and  importance,  until, 
ene  of  the  company  observed  that  he  held  the  paper  upside  down. 
Tom  raised  his  eyes  with  great  solemnity,  and  said,  with  an  air  of 
dignified  contempt,  *'  If  I  could  not  read,  sir^  with  any  side  of  the' 
-pttpet  uppermost^  I  should  not  be  worthy  of  the  honouraUe  office' 
whidi  I  fill"  Allan  often  related  this  anecdote  aa  a  happy  ilfaisi^ . 
tration  of  his  friend's  shrewdness. 
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the  ganittidn  of  tlitf  boiVsprit  were  also  Brbfeeh*;'  attrf 
u^bn  tfte  schooner  fetching  a  deep  rolF,  thUHi^Bf^ 
ihasfc  ^^  carried'  aWay*  rf>ove  si*  ffet  MbW  tfie'  Oipy 
to  complete  their  tnisftJrtuHesi  the  cdip\?nteif*  ^iii^ 
feid  upi  and  coufd  stettftely  iJmwi^  upoto  the^  dbdk!. 

The  seamen.  Who  a(t  the>  cotomietfeemerif  df  t&^ 
Voyage  had  been  dancing  to-  Allah*^  music  i^tKf 
boisterous  glee,  riow  lifeciame  low  spirited;  al&ritfifea;' 
Aiid'  displea^d.  'l*he  capfein  dnmlt  grog  td*  keep 
lip  hf^  spirits*;-  while  tHe  mongrfel  crew  dinrdgkidterf 
hi^  onifei^  afcnd  questicined  hi^  autfibrity.  Irideed;^ 
they  stem^  to  agree  iii  riodiing'  but  thatUhe  utii* 
lucky  piper  had-  rtiiked  tHe  sform.  The  ihsteteft' 
SwoilB  most  tr^mendouisly  tSiaiJ  he  rtiust  hdVec6ta- 
mittrf'  murder;  and  he  tigered  the  arenging  s]^iWt^ 
Wbiil^s^d  every  sbiil'  tb  the  Bottotti.  Allari -rt^ 
sWflS«!ferttiy  alarmetf  by '  tfiie  ft«y '  of  the^  terfipfeirt;,  l^i^ 
dighttlfeSiS  of  thevefestel,  atid^tti^'ti^tlt'df  sdltoraii^^^ 
tiort  amongst  the  iti^tii  bttt  wHfetf  Ife  rirSt  be^itt  iSn^ 
riiiculotils*  accu^fioH'  jigairlfet  iiiiriietf,  he  tried'  ^ 
liugh  it  off.  This  iilttteasfed^  tfie  jil^dfee  a^ditist? 
bim,  bemg  attributed  to  gUittabd'IfaWhfessOf^ 
Matters  sbori  wore  aJ  very  serlotis  a^JfectV  sotttfe^ 
cursed  him,  others  pafeSdd^  hith  ^^ th'  a' scbWi;  stHtf 
none  woi!dd  give  him  either  meat  or  drink;  in 
shorty  he  expected  every,  hour,  ^  share  th^'£|te  pf^ 
Jonabi.  i  and^  toi  -be-  tibroii?»  o^erbaaf d  l^/tbeief d^ser^: 


lybgn  Allwi  seized  the  first  <^ppptimity»  to  j^anp^  w^ 
sIa»tffe;^<gkaitiiafboIwfaacliei94iq[i^  m^ii  mttie  dUfii]^it>Ubr 
than  the  elements.  ^ ''''''  -  -      -^^  ^    - '  '^  i  ti:- J 
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The  ship's  provisions  having  run  short,  and  Alktt 
having  lost  the  favour  of  the  creT<r,  he  landed  almosf 
faint  with  hunger,  and  without  a  farthing  in  his 
pocket.  In  order  to  obtain  j^elief,  he  went  iiito  A 
crowded  street  and  began  to  play.  He  w*S  sa&d 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  ^piilg  ebildif^;  bttt 
few  others  deigned  to  notice  iiiA.  !fevery  oiie 
seemed  in teftt  on  business ;  and  when  a  geftted  per- 
son stopped,  it  Was  but  foi*  a  moment,  ahd  they 
walked  on  without  giving  any  thing.  Allah  wri* 
bdtb  surprised  and  vexed ;  and  suspecting  the  peas. 
pie  did  not  comprehend  his  intentions,  he  pulled  oflf 
his  hat,  which  he  held  out  With  a  humble  supplicate 
ilig  look.  At  first,  no  one  regarded  his  imploring 
iattitudes,  &tid  he  Was  ofi  the  point  of  putting  on  hi* 
hat  M  despair,  Whei^  a  wowan  with  a  child  a^^ 
Viatlced,  aind  gave  himf  tliree  small  copper  coins.  A 
fineJdoking  young"  Wdthain  seemed  also  preparing  to 
follow  the  charitable  example,  when  a  big  Moated 
feildW  iiiteifposed,  amd,  with  his  stick  uplifted  before 
Allan's  face,  threatened  and  abuised  him  in  a  loud 
and  angry  tone,  though  the  terrified  musician  could 
hot  undenitand  a  word  he  said.  This  scene,  how- 
ever. Was  tentiinated  by  a  blacksmith,  who  took 
AUstfk  by  the  artn,  isayilig,  "  Come  awa,  mon,  an'  ye 
atfH  hafe  a  Kttfe  <y  what  1  hae  f!o  ^." 

Ale'xatidc*  Tf'etgas,  the  ttatne  of  this  hospitable 
licotsnian,  had  settled-  in  Fhn^hiri^,  arid,  in  returning 
ftoiii  his  work,  had  thus  iinrdly  tfesdued  Allan  ftonk 
€he  hands  o#  an  offlteie*  ^f  ^bte  potide ;  for,  as  he  ob* 
ietvedf  his  heart  Wttrmed  when  he  saw  the  pi^esi. 
AUan  was  Weft  eftt^tfeihiAd  .ft^' about  a  Week,  whett 
his  host,  who  was  ]^etiifidrly  frugal  and  industrioas^ 
•     20  8  M 
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hinted  the  necessity  of  looking  oat  for  some  woric  i 
adding  that,  as  he  could  work  at  no  trade,  a  friend 
of  his  had  consented  to  learn  him  the  art  of  net- 
making.  Although  our  unfortunate  vagrant  hated 
the  very  name  of  work,  yet  he  was  obliged  to  sub^ 
mit,  and  on  the  same  evening  became  the  inmate  of 
an  unwieldy,  rough,  good-natured  Dutch  net-maker. 

Allan's  ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language,  and  his 
confining  occupation,  precluded  him  from  making 
observations  or  improving  his  situation.  Every 
Sunday,  however,  he  employed  amongst  the  ship- 
ping ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  five  weeks,  he  pr&* 
vaOed  upon  the  master  of  a  Berwick  sloop  to  carry 
him  homel  He  was  at  this  time  beginning  to  pro- 
cure secret  favours,  both  from  his  mistress  and  her 
daughter ;  and  which,  as  usual,  he  attributed  not  to 
kindness  and  charity,  but  to  his  i>r^^/J6/e  attrac- 
tions and  refined  arts  of  flattery.  When  he  stcde 
on  board,  he  carried  several  valuably  articles  <^  his 
master's  property  along  with  him,  and  which  he 
pretended  were  justly  due  to  him  for  wages.  After 
a  short  passage,  he  was  landed  near  Berwick. 

This  was  the  last  excursion  which  Allan  made 
into  other  countries.  He  now  proceeded  to  Alx^ 
wick,  and  spent  some  time  among,  the  domestics  of 
that  hospitable  and  princely  castle,  where  he  en- 
joyed all  those  luxuries  that  constituted  the  chief 
felicities  of  his  life.  He  then  wandered  to  York 
races,  where  he  contrived  to  acquire  a  condderable 
sum.  In  passing  through  Durham  on  his  return,  a 
female  voice  from  a  high  window  called  out  bis 
name  and  desired  him  to  stop,  and  in  a  minute 
Morpeth  Mary  stood  before  himu    **  Now>  you  ne^ 
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tad,**  she  exclaimed,  "  you  shall  pay  me  the  money 
you  robbed  me  of/'  Allan,  looking  into  her  face 
with  a  mixture  of  archness  and  humour,  said, 
•*  Faith,  Mary,  ye're  a  nice  tempting  hussy.  Why, 
I  never  saw  ye  look  so  bonny." — "  No,  no,  Jamie," 
die  replied,  **  that  won't  do ;  I'll  have  my  money." — 
"  Really,  Mary,  it  is  too  bad,"  he  rejoined,  "  to  keep 
a  poor  starving  devil  like  me  talking,  while  he 
should  be  eating  and  drinking." — "Well,  come 
away,  you  rogue,"  said  Mary ;  and  conducting  him 
into  a  public  house,  she  entertained  him  plentifully, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  join  their  for- 
tunes,  and  fix  their  residence  in  North  Shields. 

Here  he  and  Morpeth  Mary  led  a  most  aban- 
dimed  life,  and  were  continually  engaged  in  acts  of 
theft,  robbery,  sensuality,  and  drunkenness.  At 
last,  Mary  having  stolen  a  ship-master's  podket- 
book,  the  own»  resolutely  demanded  a  restitution 
of  his  property;  when  Allan  beat  him  so  barba* 
roiftly  with  a  cudgel,  that,  apprehensive  of  the  coiw 
isequences^  he  fled  to  Bothbury. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


460  hvtE  or 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Alkn^  PUrpotes  of  AneBdment— Hone-stealing— Ack  of  Gfatitude  to  Mr.  Hcppl* 
— Marriage  with  Nanqr  Bennett—TerFors  of  Superatitkm— Renewed  DepM^^ 
tions — Musical  Contest  at  Elsdonor-Agaiii  apprehended  for  Hors^-stealing — Con- 
demned— Dies  in  D\iiham  Jail — ^The  Prince  Repent's  firee  Pardon  arriTes— 
Conduding  Reipaiks. 

At  Rothbury,  Allaii  determined  to  «void  any  fur^ 
ther  connexion  with  the  despemte  Mary,  and  to 
lead  a  sober  and  industrious  life.    With  this  view 
he  procured  a  galloway,  and  commenced  his  musical 
peregrinations  in  the  country.    He  called  oi^  day 
at  Mr.  Hepple's,  of  Needless  Hall,  in  a  forlorn  con- 
dition, seeking  his  seed  (a  present  of  corn  given  at 
seed-time).     Mr.  Hepple  thought  this  a  favouraUe 
opportunity  to  admonish  him  to  forsake  his  unwar* 
rantable  mode  of  liying,   which^   if  persisted  in, 
would  one  day  bring  him  to  an  ignominious  end. 
Allan,  with  a  downcast  countenance,  acknowledged 
the  propriety  of  Mr.   Hepple's  observations,  and 
promised  to  behave  better  in  future.    After  this 
conversation,  Mr.  Hepple  served  him  with  a  kil- 
ning of  oats^  which  was  ^  much  greater  quantity 
than  he  usually  gave  on  such  occasions.    At  the 
sight  of  this  liberd  supply^  the  countenance  of  Al- 
lan beamed  with  gratitude,  and  turning  round  to 
Mr.  Hepple^  he  observed,  "  that  whatever  he  might 
do  to  other  people,  he  might  rest  assured  that  nei- 
ther himself  nor  his  property  should  ever  be  harmed 
by  him.''    This  promise  was  faithfully  fulfilled  a 
$hort  time  afterwards. 
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.  Notwithstanding  Allan's  frequent  promises  of 
amendment,  he  was  too  much  hackneyed  in  the 
ways  of  vice  to  abandon  his  evil  practices.  He 
I  stale  a  valuable  horse  from  Mr.  Lumsden,  of  Font- 
.  ^^  eland  West  House,  and  rode  off  northward.  Mr. 
id  11,1  Liumsden  pursued  and  traced  him  and  the  horse  to 
■*^  Alemouth,  where  he  lost  him;  the  horse  having 
been  shipped  at  that  place,  and  gone  a  short  time 
previous  to  his  arrival.  After  this  exploit,  Allan 
associated  himself  with  some  lawless  vagabonds^ 
when  they  set  out  on  a  plundering  excursion  to  the 
south  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Hepple  and  two  of  his 
neighbours  being  pn  the  road  to  Falkirk  fair,  they 
were  met  by  three  highwaymen,  disguised  and  well 
mounted,  who  commanded  them  to  stop  and  deliver 
.  up  their  money,  A  serious  altercation  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Hepple  recognized  the 
voice  of  Allan,  and  immediately  cried  out,  "  Jamie 
AJism,  surely  you'll  not  rob  me  ?"  Allan  instantly 
knew  tiie  voice  of  his  benefactor,  and  approaching 
Mr.  Hepple,  put  his  hand  to  the  brim  of  his  hat  to 
discover  who  it  was,  and  exclaimed,  "Ha!  Wull 
llepple,  is  that  ye,  man  ?"  Being  answered  in  the 
affirmalive^  he  looked  stedfastly  on  Mr.  Hepple  fof 
m  short  time,  then  gave  his  accomplices  a  signal,  pul 
spurs  to  his  horse,  and  instantly  all  three  rode  off, 
leaving  Mn  Hepple  and  his  companions  at  liberty 
to  puisue  their  journey.* 

*  Thig  well-aailienticated  anecdote  of  James  Allan  is  not  a  so^ 
litary  inataace  of  tlie  generoait  j  of  the  Oipsj  tribe.  A  reapectaUa 
fMnodioal  work  relatei  a  similar  trait  of  diameter  in  WiU  Faa,  the 
femooa  Gipsy  chief: — "  The  late  Mr.  Leek,  minister  of  Yethobii 
liappened  to  be  nding  home  one  evening  from  a  visit  over  in  Norths 
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Allan  never  could  relish  the  bold,  dangerous  pur- 
suits of  a  highwayman ;  and  whenever  compelled 
by  his  necessities  to  associate  with  such  offenders^ 
he  always  seized  tihe  first  opp(»tunity  of  escaping- 


umberland,  when  finding  Bimself  like  to  be  benigbted,  for  the  sake 
of  a  near  cnt,  he  strudc  into  a  wild  solitary  tracks  or  drove-roadj 
across  the  fells,  by  a  place  called  The  Staw,  In  one  of  the  deme 
places  throu^  which  this  path  led  him,  there  stood  an  old  deserted 
shepherd's  house,  which,  of  course,  was  reputed  to  be  haunted* 
The  minister,  though  little  apt  to  be  alarmed  by  such  reports,  was^ 
however,  somewhat  startled,  on  observing,  as  he  approached  doee 
to  the  cottage,  iet  'grim  visage'  staring  out  past  a  windofvclaitk,  or 
sort  of  curtain,  which  had  been  fastened  up  to  supply  the  place  of 
a  door, — and  also  several '  dusky  figures'  skulking  among  the  hour- 
tree  bushes  that  had  once  sheltered  the  shepherd's  garden.  With- 
out leaving  him  any  time  for  speculation,  however,  the  knight  of 
the  curtain  bolted  forth  upon  him,  and  seizing  his  horse  by  the 
bridle,  demanded  his  money*  Mr.  Leek,  though  it  was  now  dusk, 
at  once  recognized  the  gruff  voice  and  the  great  Uack  burly  head 
of  his  next  door  neighbour,  Gleid-neckit  Will,  the  Gipsy  diief— 
'  Dear  me,  William/  said  the  minister,  in  his  usual  quiet  manner^ 
'  can  this  be  you  ?  Ye're  surely  no  serious  wi'  me  ?  Ye  wadna 
sae  far  wrang  your  character  for  a  good  neighbour  for  the  bit  trifle 
I  hae  to  gie,  W^tttiaw ?'— ' Lord  saif  us,  Mr.  Leek!'  said  Will, 
quitting  th^  rein,  and  lifling  his  hat  with  great  respect, '  whae  wad 
hae  thought  o'  meeting  yotv  out  owre  here-away?  Ye  needaa 
gripe  for  ony  siller,  to  me — I  wadna  touch  a  plack  o'  your  gear,  aor 
a  hair  o'  your  head,  for  a'  the  gowd  o'  Tividale.  I  ken  ye'll  no  do 
tt^  an  ill  turn  for  this  mistak — and  I'll  e'en  see  ye  safe  through  the 
eirie  Staw — ^it's  no  reckoned  a  very  canny  bit  mair  ways  iior  ane  ; 
but  I  wat  weel  ye'll  be  no  feared  for  the  dead,  and  I'll  tak  Ga3re,«r 
the  living.' — ^Will  accordingly  gave  his  reverend  friend  a  safe  con- 
voy through  the  haunted  pass,  and,  notwithstanding  this  ugly  mis- 
take, continued  ever  after  an  inoffensive  and  obliging  neighbour  to 
the  miniater,-— who  on  his  part  observed  a  prudent  and  inviolable 
secrecy  on  the  subject  of  this  reaoouater  during  the  life»tinie  «f 
Gleid'meckii  WiUr 


•Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAMES  ALLAN.  463 

from  their  society.  After  this  lasft  adventure,  he 
returned  into  Northumberland^  where  he  joined  a 
lawless  vagabond  in  an  excursion  to  Wellington, 
where  they  stole  two  horses,  and  fled  northward* 
On  approaching  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow^ 
Allan  heard  the  treading  of  horses,  and,  looking 
behind,  saw  two  men  advancing  at  full  speed.  He 
now  spurred  on,  and,  having  gained  the  turii  of  the 
road,  threw  himself  ojBF  the  horse,  crawled  into  a 
small  plantation,  and  lay  down  amongst  some  long 
grass.  His  pursuers,  having  obtained  assistance, 
discovered  his  retreat ;  and  he  was  conducted  back 
and  lodged  in  Morpeth  jail« 

Having  at  this  time  no  particular  connexion  with 
any  female,  he  was  obliged  to  subsist  on  the  prison 
allowance,  which  he  considered  as  a  most  severe 
hardship ;  but  the  hopes  of  being  acquitted,  and  his 
strong  attachment  to  Northumberland,  prevented 
him  from  attempting  to  escape.  On  his  trial,  he 
cross-questioned  the  witnesses  with  uncommon 
shrewdness  aAd  cleverness;  and  as  one  witness 
swore  that  he  saw  him  dismoimt,  and  the  other  de- 
scribed the  situation  of  the  turn  of  the  road  to  be 
such  as  to  render  this  impossible,  the  jury  acquitted 
him. 

After  this  period,  Allan  for  several  years  resided 
in  North  Shields  during  the  winter  season,  being 
engaged  to  play  on  the  hautboy  at  the  assemblies, 
and  at  night  before  genteel  houses  as  a  wait  This 
last  was  a  very  lucrative  employment,  as  he  received 
very  handsome  presents  from  the  gentry,  both  at 
Christmas  and  Candlemas.  Indeed,  his  sweet  and 
lively  midnight  strains  were  so  pleasing  to  all  classes 
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€f  people,  that  hid  numerouis  and  petty  the^s  tvef^ 
winked  at.  His  spare  time  was  spent  in  pnblid 
houses,  amusing  the  sailors,  who  also  paid  him  libe^ 
rally.  In  summer  he  frequently  visited  the  Capital 
of  Scotland,  where  he  was  always  well  received.    On 

,  Ids  return,  he  never  bailed  to  spehd  a  few  weeks 
aonongst  his  dear  vagrant  {vcqtiaintanees. 

About  the  year  1789,  he  happened  to  visit  his 
brother,  William  Bennett,  a  besom-maker  at  Mor- 
peth, and  was  surprised  to  see  his  niece,  Ann  Ben- 
nett (whose  mother  was  his  own  sister),  a  fine -looking, 
Bvely,  blooming  girl.  ^Notwithstanding  their  rela- 
tionship and  his  great  age,  he  immecBately  formed 
the  design  of  possessing  her.  For  this  purpose  he 
lingened  about  Morpeth,  and  bought  the  vain,  igno^ 
rant  girl  several  gaudy  afrticles  o#  dress,  with  which 
she  wflte  highly  defighted ;'  but  M  she  repulsed  his 
first  direot  advances  with  unexpected  firmness,  btf 
ceased  to  impOTtune  her  on  the  subject.  Having 
persuaded  her  to  accompany  him  to  Newcastle  on  a 
jaunt,  he  in  a  day  or  two  sent  her  down  to  Shields 
with  a  parcel,  strictly  enjoming  her  to  give*  it  intd 
the  captain's  own  hand  for  whom  it  Was  directed. 
She  found  the  ship  lying  in  the  Nar»ws>  acid  w^i 
kindly  invited  into  the  cabin  by  the  captain,  who 
belonged  to  the  neighboui*ood  of*  Kd«hbitt»y .  After 
sitting  and  amusing  herself  fbr*  some*  tlfiae*,  ^he  f eli 

-  the  ship  moving  unpfeasafttly,  ^nd  re^ueisted  to  gd 
on*  shore.  But  when  slie  came  OFpoil  tRe  d^k,  she 
found  the  ship'  had  passed  the  bar,  and,  oti  turning 
to  express  her  surpriife;  saw  AMa»,t  Wl*y  apologized 
for  his  absence,  and  reqwested  her  to  Walk  briow; 
observing  to  the  sailors  iSmt  hls^  tti/i  haidf  Aiever  been 
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at  sea  befOdre»  Probably  she  wIks  not  displrased  at 
the  stratagem,  for  she  submitted  to  his  direction 
without  opposition.  At  London  they  were  mar- 
ried ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  returned  to  North- 
umberland.* 

Allan  now  purchased  two  galloways,  and  travelled 
the  country,  attending  all  fairs,  weddings,  races,  &c. 
HSs  young  wife  entered  with  spirit  into  all  the  ex- 
travagance and  revelry  of  a  vagabond  life.  Her 
fondness  for  spirits  also  became  so  strong,  that  nei-^ 
ther  threats  nor  chastisements  could  restrain  her. 
However,,  she  now  became  necessary  to  Allan's 
fieace  aiid  happiness ;  for  his  faculties  beginning  tq 
decline,  all  the  superstitiods  prejudices  of  his  youth 
leeurred  to  his.lnind  with  redoubled  force  and  vivid- 


*  Prom  the  preceding  narrative.  It  appears  that  Aftan  was  as 
.inconstant  in  his  attachments  as  any  Gipsy  that  ever  lived;  nor 
was  NaAoy  Bennett,  notwithstanding  her  seeming  coyness,  mote 
temariaUe  for  ohasttly  ihkn  the  other  gkters  of  her  tribe.  Pre- 
vious to  this  time,  she  had  been  connected  with  John  Winter, 
whose  mother  was  Allan's  sister ;  and  at  one  time,  after  this,  she 
eloped  with  her  former  lovef ;  But  Allafi  recovered  her  by  paying 
for  a  gallon  of  beer.  In  aft  ed^ion  of  the  piper's^  life,  pubHidied  at 
Ahiwi^,  it  is  said^  that  Nancy  '^  bore  him  one  son,  wha  is  sfiQ 
living  in  the  nei^bourhood  of  Gateshead,  and  travels  the  country^ 
in  company  with  his  mother,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  vend* 
ing  besoms  and  mats.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  of  .1^17)  ^e 
'was  at  Longhorsley,  where  he  assisted  the  singers  on  a  public  oc- 
casion, and  executed  the  part  assigned  him  very  correctly.  Like 
liis  ancestors,  he  has  a  taste  for  music,  and  seems  to  have  devoted 
himself  to  the  study  of  that  science.  He  is  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  of  a  very  decent  appearance,  and  seems  fitted  for  a 
more  respectable  occupation  in  life  than  that  which  lie  at  present 
follows.  He  has  not,  as  far  as  report  goes,  imitated  the  evil  exans- 
f  le  sel^  be^M^  him  by  his  fitthet,  or  any  of  iiis  relations." 

3   N 
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ness;  He  was  continually  terrified  by  the  appear^ 
ance  of  mournful  ghosts  and  terrific  apparitions,  ro^ 
that  he  durst  not  go  his  nightly  rounds  except  Anrr 
accompanied  him.  Sometimes  troops  of  fairies^ 
formed  reels  and  country  dances  to  the  sound  of  his 
music.  At  other  times  these  were  substituted  by 
lighted  candles,  which  skipped  about  in  excellent 
order.  Nay,  on  one  occasion,  he  averred  that  he 
had  met  the  spirit  of  an  elegant  coach  driving  furi- 
ously along  the  Low  Street  of  Shields,  while  forked 
lightning  darted  at  every  crack  from  the  infernal 
eoaehman*s  whip !  Friday  wa*  such  an  unlucky 
day,  that  he  seldom  ventured  abroad  until'  it  bad 
passed;  and  he  frequently  returned  and  shut  him-^ 
self  up,  if,  on  going  into  the  street,  he  cibserved  a 
bad  omen,  or  met  an  unsonsy  person. 

It  is  a  ciu'ious  fact  in  the  history  of  the  humair 
mind,  that  hi&  vicious  propensities  seemed  to  gather 
strength  in  proportion  as  hifr  teirors  of  ideal  or  su- 
pernatural beings  increased.  Such,  perhaps,  is  the 
invariable  connection  between  immorality  and  sui^ 
perstition.  Indeed,  his  pilfering  tricks  grew  so 
audacious  and  insupportable,,  jthat  several  respecta- 
ble publicans-  prohibited  him  from  entering  into 
their  houses ;  and  the  charms*  of  his  musie  w»e  lost 
in  the  multiplicity  of  his  crimes.. 

When  detected  in  the  commiission  of  petty  thefts, 
he  stood  before  his  accusers  unabashed,  as  if  he  iib- 
herited  the  right  of  plundering  his  neighbours. 
After  being  admonished'  and  liberated,  he  would 
frequently  return,  and  either  solicit  employment,  or 
renew  his  thefts  in  the  same  house ;  and  he  has  in. 
many  caise&  o£Gered  bolts  or  coterils  for  sale  to  their 
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proper  owner.  The  many  instances  ki  which  he 
was  suffered  to  escape  with  impunity,  seemed  at  last 
to  destroy  the  fear  of  punishment 

Notwithstanding  his  numerous  vices  and  adts  of 
misconduct,  he  retained  the  favour  of  many  respect* 
able  gentlemen  in  North  Shields.  No  person  ever 
attempted  to  insult  or  interrupt  him,  except  Lieu- 
tenant Atkinson  of  the  impress  service,  who  fre- 
quently detained  feim  for  the  amuseiiient  of  his 
gang.  On  one  occasion,  Allan  evinced  a  disposition 
to  resist  this  oppressive  outrage,  for  which  he  was 
severely  beat  and  sent  on  board  the  receiving  ship. 
Sut  when  the  dreumstance  was  <^ommunicated  to 
5ome  of  Allaif  s  friends,  the  petty  tyvBxit  was  in^ 
stantly  humbled;  the  aged  musician  was  liberated, 
and  proper  concessions  were  made  to-  avCTt  the  in* 
dignation  whidi  this  cruel  action  excited. 

At  this  time  Allan  was  frequently  invited  to. 
•Seaton  Delaval,  to  play  b^ore  its  noble  and  merry 
inmates,  for  whidi  he  was  always  well  rewarded. 
He  also  played  the  hautboy  at  their  private  theatre. 
He  was  likewise  wju^mly  patronized  by  the  Trevel- 
yan  family ;  and  whenever  he  travelled  to  Nether- 
witton  Hall,  wits  kindly  received  by  the  late  Mrs.* 
Treveiyan,  who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  music, 
^nd  could  therefore  appreciate  the  taste  and  skill 
which  Allan  displayed  in  this  delightful  science. 
^  In  winter,  when  Allan  took  up  his  residence  in 
Shields,  he  put  his  galloway  into  a  field  belonging 
,to  some  neighbouring  farmer,  where  it  was  left  in 
4he  most  indement  weather  to  shift  for  itself.  If 
soj  ventured  to  dispute  his  right  of  pasturage,  their 
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pigs,  poultry,  and  working  g^ar  were  sure  lo  disap* 
pear  by  little  and  Httle.  Sometimes  \^  had  a  horse 
at  the  end  of  autumn,  which  he  always  sold ;  and  93 
be  generally  procured  another  m  the  spring,  bis 
practice  in  horse^steating  was,  no  doubt,  very  exteiPh 
sive.  Sometimes  he  performed  his  thefts  m  a  very 
careless  and  slovenly  mann^ ;  but  at  other  times  he 
displayed  the  most  surprising  ingenuity,  and  carriecl 
off  his  booty  in  a  way  that  astoninhed  the  natives. 
He  seldom  stole  from  a  poop  mm,  and  never  from  ^ 
friend.  * 

Whenevar  he  wanted  a  horsey  be  wa$  aecustomed 
to  visit  the  south  of  Scotland;  but  se?ing  ^  eonve^ 
nient  opportunity  of  h^rrou^ing  one  in  Kortbumber- 
land,  he  could  not  resist  the  t^nptation.  However, 
being  well  known,  he  was  soon  apprehended,  and 
again  fully  committed  for  trial.  He  employed  no 
council,  but  conducted  his  owa  defence  with  an 
acuteness  and  iiigenuity  that  surprised  the  court 
He  rested  his  defence  principally  on  the  ground  of 
the  great  improbability  that  he  should  commit  ao 
heinous  an  offence  where  detection  was  sure  to  &k- 
«ue ;  he  admitted  that  having  found  the  animal  in 
a  bye-lane,  and  bdng  laint  and  weary,  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  to  ride  upon  it  for  a  short  distance ;  and 
attributed  the  prosecution  to  a  strong  and  ui^iist 
prejudice  which  had  been  artfully  excU^ed  againsfc  a 
pb(»,  hamdesa  old  man.  But  the  evidence  was  too 
clear  to  leave  a  doubt  of  his  intentions  upon  tile 
minds  of  the  jury,  who  retiuned  a  verdict  oignilt^ 
and  he  received  the  sentence  of  death.  Ho^eve*, 
his  advanced  years  excited  genend  ooramise»tii»a; 
and  many  were  inclined  to  judge  less  severely  of  his 
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trimefi  on  account  of  his  irregular  aend  faulty  educa* 
tion;  while  all  admired  his  abilities  in  performing 
the  native  music  of  Northumberlaiid,  Several  gen- 
tlemen therefore  joined  their  endeavours  to  save  the 
ilged  minstrel  iProm  an  ignominious  death,  and  in  a 
ihort  time  sui^eeeded  in  {N*oeuring  a  free  pardon. 

As  soon  as  Allan  regained  his  liberty,  he  shewed 
bow  difficult  it  is  to  remove  old  inveterate  habits, 
be  the  warning  or  punishment  ever  so  impressive  or 
terrible.  In  short,  he  recommenced  his  accustomed 
practices  of  plunder  with  redoubled  spirit;  but 
luiQwing  that  he  liad  now  com^etely  forfeited 
^very  claim  to  public  confidence,  he  no  more  offered 
to  officiate  as  a  wait  When  urged  to  make  the 
attempt,  his  uniform  reply  was,  "Who  will  now 
chuse  me  to  guard  their  property  ?** 

Shortly  after  this^  occurrence,  a  bag-piping  match 
on  the  Northumberland  pipes  took  place  at  the 
Duke  of  Northamheriand's  baronial  manor  of  Redes- 
dale,  held  at  Elsdon,  and  whkh  was  before  noticed. 
Here  Allah  yielded  the  palm  of  victory  to  WilKam 
ILamshaw,  a  youth  then  only  about  nineteen,  who 
had  just  been  chosen  successor  to  his  deceased  grand- 
father, Mr.  Lamshaw  of  Morpeth,  and  who  was 
from  that  day  denominated  Her  Grace  the  Duchess 
of  Northumberland's  own  Bagpiper.  The  judges 
had  much  difficulty  in  balancidig  the  i^ompajcative 
merits  of  ^e  rival  caiididate&:  but  at  length  Allan 
interfered^  and  said  that  he  gave  up  ail  chims  to 
victory,  the  young  man*s  fingers  being  more  ^oopfe 
(supple)  than  Ms ;  and  he  further  assured  the  eom-* 
pany,  that  his  competitor  not  only  bottomed  the 
notes  with  adwii»l;i^  di^tincUi^^s  and  effeot,  but 
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that  he  possessed  the  best  pagpipe  Ivg  (ear)  he  had 
ever  heard.* 

Allan's  increasing  propensity  to  commit  petty 
thefts  had  now  become  such  a  subject  of  alarm,  that 
even  the  hospitable  farmers  of  Northumberland  very 
generally,  and  sometimes  very  harshly,  opposed  his 
entrance  into  their  doors.  This  severe  treatment 
affected  and  humbled  the  aged  and  misguided  mu- 
isician,  who  was  now  seen  frequently  most  piteously 
soliciting  the  charity  of  those  who  had  often  been 
charmed  with  his  harmony.  To  his  few  remaining 
friends  he  sometimes  expressed  a  wish  to  retire, 
with  his  wife  and  child,  to  the  west  of  Scotland, 

*  This  ingenious  piper  died  of  a  consumption  at  North  Shieldsj^ 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-five  years.  A  stone  was  erected  in 
l^orth  Shields  .church-yard,  principally  at  the  cost  of  a  gentleman 
amateur^  bearing  the  following  inscriptions— • 

ERECTED   TO   THE   MEMORY   OF 

WILLIAM  LAMSHAW, 

.  OF   NORTH   SHIELDS^ 

Met  Grofifi  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland's  own  Bagpiper, 

Whose  mortal  Existence  a  Consumption  put  a  Period  to^  on  th« 

ilth  Day  of  January,  1806,  aged  25  Years. 

When  first  Omnipotence,  with  wise  design, 

Ordain'd  our  being, — ^great  creation's  plan ! 
Fair  Harmony  he  form'd,  to  shed  benign 

Her  balmy  comforts  o'er  the  minds  of  inan. 

Soft-breathing  melo£es  e'er  charm  the  heart. 
The  virtuous  heart,  and  genial  warmth  inspire  > 

Sounds,  boldly  sweet,  still  rapt'rous  joys  impart. 
Impel  to  actions  which  the  good  admire. 

Here  rests  the  dust  of  one  whose  self-taught  strains^ 
Northumbria  charm'd,  though  short  on  earth  his  stay  ; 
,  Yet  Hope  now  prompts,  that  in  celestial  plains 
'  He  swells  the  chorus  of  the  heav'nly  lay. 
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nvfcere  his  chatacter  was  little  known,  and  whei'e  he 
proposed  to  spend  his  remaining  days  honestly  and 
industrioushj^  But  the  poor  man  knew  not  himself; 
and  a  repetition  of  one  of  his  former  crimes  pre-f 
vented  him  from  trying  this  experiment. 
'  One  evening,  after  playing  some  time  at  the  sign 
of  the  Dun  Cow,  on  the  Quayside,  Newcastle,  with 
Mr.  Reed  of  North  Shields,*  he  stole  a  bay  horse 
from  the  stable  of  Mr.  Matthew  Robinson  of  Gates- 
head^  with  which  he  fled  to  Wingate,  where,  in 
order  to  elude  detection,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
a  blacksmith  and  publican,  to  shorten  the  tail;  but 
Mr.  Jackson  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Hume,  a 
jtanner,^  as  a  more  competent  person.  Mr.  Hume 
agreed  to  cut  the  tail  of  the  horse  (not  knowing  it 
was  stolen)^  provided  he  would  play  him  a  tui>e  on 
the  pipes,  with  which  he  immediately  complied,f 
Two  daya  afterwards  he  was  Apprehended  at  Jed- 

♦  Mr.  Reed  of  Nortk  Shields  often  played  with  Allan,  the  fatlier 
ef  our  native  mu»c.  His  mechanical  dexterity  in  the  constructioa 
of  the  small  pipes,  as  well  as  his  scientific  skill  and  superior  execu- 
tion, are  so  well  known  in  the  north  of  England  as  to  render  anjr 
eulogium  superfluous. 

t  When  Allan  was  taken,  he  pawned  these  pipes  at  Jedhurgh  for 
£2,  lOs, ;  but  they  were  afterwards  released,  according  to  his  re- 
quest, by  Mr.  Snowdon  of  Screenwood,  and  Mr.  Commin  of  Har- 
bottle.  Mr.  Storey  of  Caistern  has  now  in  his  possession  the  organ 
pipes  which  belonged  to  Allan.  The  small-pipes  were  given  by^ 
Mr.  Commin  to  his  cousin,  John  Allan  of  Bellingham ;  and  his  son, 
being  obliged  to  leave  the  country^  sold  them  to  James  Young 
the  younger,  who  was  drowned  oflf  Holy  Island.  They  are  now  in 
'the  possession  of  his  father,  James  Young,  a  pedlar,  residing  in 
-Longframlington.  The  inscription  is,  '*  James  Allan,  1777^  by  th^ 
Duchess  of  Northumberland." 
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burgh,  charged  with  the  robbery,  and  conireyed  ttf 
Durham,  tvhere  he  was  fully  committed,  in  thtf 
month  of  May,  1803,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  follow-* 
ing  assizes. 

At  the  assizes  held  at  JDurham  on  the  2d  of  Au^ 
gust  in  the  same  year,  Allan  was  tried,  found  guilty, 
and  received  sentence  of  death ;  but  was  reftfieved 
before  the  judges  proceeded  on  their  circuit.  Oil 
the  17th  of  October,  1804,  Allan  received  his  ma-*. 
jesty*s  pardon,  on  condition  of  being  transported. fc^ 
the  term  of  his  natural  life ;  but,  on  account  of  had 
great  age  and  increasing  infirmities,  he  was  deemed 
unfit  to  be  removed  to  Botany  Bay,  or  even  to  the 
hulks,  and  hi«  punishment  was  mitigated  to  perpe^ 
tual  imprisonment. 

During  the  long  confinement  of  AQan,  he  ne^^ 
manifested  any  of  those  eccentricities  at  wild  peeu- 
liarities  which  had  marked  his  early  years.  .  H^  Wto 
now  broken  down  with  old  age  and  a  complication 
of  disorders ;  and  if  any  tMng  iffis^rigftishetf  Iftm 
from  his  fellow  prisoners,  it  was  the  rematrfcabte 
wickedness  of  his  disposition,  and  the  extreme  de- 
pravity of  his  conversation. 

When  he  had  remained  under  confinement  about 
seven  years,  he  became  very  feeble  and  dii$ordei^, 
and  Was  htRHanely  removed  to  the  house  of  correc- 
tion, where  he  migbt  enjoy  a  purer  air.  Here  he 
remained  only  a  few  months,  till  his  death  closed 
the  scene  of  his  sufferings.  He  died  on  the  lath  of 
November,  1810,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  hiis 
age;  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  burial- 
ground  ®f  St.  Nicholas*  parii^,  in  the  city  of  Dur- 
ham, on  the  15th  of  the  same  monthv 
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ATl#ii|  some  years  before  Ws  death,  made  a  wil!^- 
taiid  aj^inted  two  g«itlemen  of  North  Shields  his 
^^neeutors,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  the  pipes  which- 
ke  still  retained,  a  valuable  selection  of  muaic,  and  a 
spiall  collection  of  curiosities,  on  condition  that  they 
Hiterred  hi»  remains  in  Rothbury  church-yard..  But 
they  did  not  hear  of  his  death  till  after  his  burial  at 
Durham;  otfa^wise  his  request  would  have  been 
^eom;4i^  with. 

Sooie  gentlemep,  who  commiserated  th^  suffer^ 
irigs  of  tl^eir  iige4>  infirm,  and  favourite  minstrel, 
had  forwarded  a  petition  to  his  majesty^  soliciting  a 
free  pardon ;  but  the  king's  indisposition  prevented 
It  from  being  presented.  However,  as  socm  as  the 
prince  regent  began  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
royalty,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and 
a  free  pju-don  signed,  bearing  date  the  lj5jth  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1810  ;*  but  by  some  neglect  or  accident,  it 
^id  not  arrive  u^i^til  ^  few  d^^y^  »fte^  df#th  had 
loosened  the  bonds  of  the  prisoner. 

During  the  time  of  Allan's  confinement,  Ann 
Bennett  remained  i^irmly  att^eh^d  to  him,  ^^^  tra- 
versed  the  counties  of  Northumberland  ^nd  Dur- 
ham, where  she  collected  copsiderable  surn^  for  his 
maintenance.  He  had  al^o  mapy  pre$?D(^  sent  him 
from  gentlemen  by  whom  Jie  had  been  formerly 
patronized ;  so  that  he  was  seldom  compelled  to 
4subsist  on  the  prison  allowance. 
.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  remarks  elucidatory 
of  AHan's  character,  which  is  gufHciently  displayed 

*  This  document,  which  is  curious  as  l)eing  one  of  the  first  offi« 
eial  papers  signed  bf  his  present  majesty,  is  now  in  the  possessios 
of  Mr.  John  Bell>  land-eurveyor,  near  Batediead  upon  Tyne. 

3  o 
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in  the  preceding  narrative.  In  person  he  was  strong 
and  athletic ;  and  few  could  esTcel  him  in  feats  of. 
running,  jumping,  climbing,  wrestling,  riding,  and 
swimming.  Hife  face*  expressed  a  disposition  to 
sharpness,  cunning,  and  roguery;  while  his  sharp 
dark  eyes,  acute  features,  promptitude,  and  effix>n-. 

•  Allan's  cpuptenance  displayed  all  the  characteristic  features  oC 
the  Gipsy  race,  which,  in  spite  of  overseers^  constables,  beadles^, 
and  mastiff  dogs,  still  gives  interest  and  variety  to  the  dull  popu- 
lation of  our  agricultural  districts.    And  it  is  hoped  that  the  pre- 
ceding narrative  will  impart  to  the  reader  a  lively  impression  of 
Gipsy  life  and  manners. 

*^  Arabs  of  Europe,  Gipsy  race ! 
Your  £astem  manners,  garb,  and  face 

Appear  a  strange  chimera  ; 
None,  none  but  you  can  now  be  styled 
Romantic^  picturesque,  and  wild. 

In  this  prosaic  era. 

'*  Ye  sole  freebooters  of  the  wood 
•  Since  Adam  Bell  and  Robin  Hood:— 
Kept  every  where  asunder 
From  other  tribes ;— King,  Church,  and  State 
Spuming,  and  only  dedicate 
To  freedom,  sloth,  and  plunder, 

"Your  forest-camp — ^the  forms  one  sees 
Banditti-like  amid  the  trees. 

The  ragged  >donkies  grazing. 
The  Sibil's  eye  prophetic,  bright 
With  flashes  of  the  fitful  light. 

Beneath  the  caldron  blazing,-^ 

*'  O'er  my  young  mind  strange  terrors  threw; 
Thy  history  gave  me,  Moore  Carew  I 

A  more  exalted  notion 
Of  Gipsy  life,  nor  can  I  yet  ' 

Gaze  on  your  tents,  and  quite  forget 

My  fermer  deep  emotion." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JAHES  ALLAN.  475 

tery,  gave  him  a  look  strongly  indicative  of  knavery. 
His  whole  personal  appearance  was  neat,  and  his 
manners  remarkably  insinuating.  He  was  scrupu- 
lously nice  in  his  wearing  apparel;  and  if  he  hap- 
pened to  go  out,  and  observed  any  dull  spot  upon 
his  shoes,  or  a  dimness  upon  a  button,  he  would  in- 
jstantly  return  to  improve  their  appearance.  He 
was  extremely  vain  of  fine  and  dean  linen,  and  al- 
ways wore  very  wide  and  dashing  ruffles.  Though 
fond  of  good  eating  and  drinking,  his  habitual  cau- 
don  generally  saved  him  from  becoming  intoxicated* 
He  seldom  travelled  without  a  bottle  of  spirits, 
which  he  tasted  frequently,  but  sparingly.  Like 
his  father,  he  excelled  in  country  sports ;  and  few 
men  were  so  expert  in  the  diversion  of  fishing.  He 
also  surpassed  in  the  art  of  training  dogs,  and  some* 
times  succeeded  in  learning  them  to  steal  with 
nearly  as  much  dexterity  as  himself.  He  had  chil* 
dren  by  different  women;  but  he  seldom  shewed 
any  concern  for  his  offspring. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

In  closing  the  account  of  as  surprising  and  diver- 
l^ified  a  life  as  was  ever  exhibited  to  public  view,  it 
rtiay  not  be  improper  to  offer  a  few  additional  re-^ 
marks  on  thfe  subject. 

The  interested  jealousy  of  some,  and  the  natural 
.vanity  of  others,  have  given,  rise  to  a  variety  of  sa* 
pient  remarks  upon  the  execution  and  authenticity 
of  this  work;  but  the  unprecedented  rapid  sale  of 
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fbtrr  lor^e  editions  affords  th^  mfost  conddrive  proc^ 
ef  the  public  approbfttion. 

The  writer  Ms  ofited  been  ambsed  to  hear  it  ob» 
jected,  that  these  memoirs  are  strange  dnd  wonder-^ 
fuk  But  theSe  sagltcious  critic*  seem  to  overlook 
the  difficuliy  t>f  pourtraying  a  ^ifig^d^r  chartetM 
Without  recording  hi«^  shigular  aetionsi  Thejr  ae»^ 
knowledge  that  James  AUati  Was  h  surprising  man  $. 
though  they  ihake  their  htods  AAd  look  wise  when- 
they  hear  his  sdrprisiiig  adventure^  Which  in  fact 
ifachitfe  aii  the  truth  and  keeping  of  the  portredtt 
SKrest  his  story  of  rfl  his  niai^ellous  adV&iitur^ 
bM.  \incoinmon  vicissitudes,  and  fail  life  would  (>d8> 
msk  ho'  mote  interest  than  those  oi  the  uildistilii 
ghishable  tiodsy  that  v^etate  ansd  die  without  di»*^ 
piayin^  either  ingenuity  i'li  \ice  trf  activity  in  virtufe, 
f '  Perlte|»  thfere  n^ver  was  published  the  life  ol  a 
^dEit'or  an  eccentric  character^  w}ucli  possessed  s<^ 
famny  and  Mch  oonvirtcing  proofs  of  atiith^iticityi^ 
Every  kind  of  evidence,  which  in  other  cases  are 
admitted  as  unquestionable  authorities,  can  be  here 
adduced,  and  will  surely  not  be  rejected  or  ques- 
tioned by  the  most  affected  sceptic.  Allan  is  just 
dead,  and  his  mctafloirs  are  published  in  his  own  age 
and  coimtry,  amongst  an  enlightened  people,  and 
fU'ife  i^aid  4fid  £^pfoved  of  by  multitudes  who  were 
intimM^ty  ^quailited  with  the  man,  had  witnessed 
his  detiidii  J  «  hwftfe,  and  heard  of  his  exploits  abroad. 
His  biographers  are  also  living,  their  places  erf  resi* 
Gietite  %ii^  ki^^wn^  mdi  they  possess  the  most  satis- 
ftietory  pix)ofs  of  the  genuineness  of  the  preceding 
Mffej  part  (tf  ^hi<;h  Wbs  related  by  Allan  in  the  pre- 
isence  of  other  people.    But  the  writer  need  proo^ 
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no  furthdr;  einough  hds  bfe^n  said;  and  it  is  an 
awkward  tflilk  to  undertake  the  demonstratioti  of  a 
sfelfievideilt  propdciiioii. 

•  Hid  the  Writer  wandered  to  and  fro  collecting  ali 
tile  idle  «lid  oolitradiotory  tales  that  are  rt^lat^d  by 
plA  womcki  concerning  Jathie  Alkin,  the  Northuni'^ 
befland  pipei^^  1^  might  have  raked  together  a  hea^ 
cpf  garbage  sufficient  to  fill  tWa  or  three  volumes;^ 
All  fehiarki  and  dommunicationis  hare  theteforil 
bfeen  rejected,  ba  interfering  with  our  hero'*  own 
lisiatioil ;  but  thete  lore  u  few  which  may  now  be 
Moticdd  With  j^nopriety* 

/  A  highly  n^fcjpecbabk  gentlemto  says  th^t  Allan> 
trhen  in  Frattoe^  did  serve  in  tl^  Irish  brigade,  and 
igfeiDni^ed  to  Captain  Mackenzie's  company^  ivhicb 
^mm  composed  of  Highlandmen  friendly  to  the  hdaB& 
of  Sttiart ;  and  that,  being  convicted  of  theft,  he  wa*^ 
fpsvi^rely  floggedv  and  expelled  from  the  corps,  to 
l¥liDm  he  had  played  thi^  favourite  niusic.  Now^ 
tMs  a^ecddte  apparently  rests  on  good  authority,  as 
<ihe  gentleman  alluded  to  had  a  relation  an  officer  iH 
the  corps  at  the  time.  Yet  this  punishment  might 
Imve  induced  Allan  to  desert  from  the  French  ser«» 
Tied  altogether,  and  the  subsequent  circumstance* 
have  occurtred  predsely  as  stated. 

*  Some  have  complained  of  the  want  erf  dates  i» 
these  memoirs:  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
AJlan  ivas  a  man  not  calculated  for  taking  any  exa6t 
**note  of  time.**  Indeed,  he  could  assign  no  dates 
to  most  of  the  occurrences  of  his  life ;  aiidj  whea 

-  ijuestioned  on  the  sutgect,  usually  referred  to  some 
remarkable  event  that  had  happened  about  the  timfe 
itf  such  occurreaoe. 
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We  have,  on  the  authority  of  the  parish  fegister^ 
stat^  that  he  was  bom.  in  the  year  1734 ;  conse-» 
quently  he  must  have  died  in  his  seventy-seventh 
year.  It  appears  that  he  first  married  about  the 
year  1752,  when  he  would  be  about  eighteen  years 
of  age;  and  five  years  after  this,  he  was  traversing 
the  wilds  of  Tartary.  When  the  battle  of  Mindea 
was  fought,  he  must  have  completed  his  twenty^ 
fourth  year;  and  most  of  his  enlistments  and  desert 
tions  took  place  during  the  six  following  years.  It 
was  some  time  about  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age^ 
that  the  interesting  adventure  with  Mary  the  Gipsy 
occurred.  When  he  mamed  Alice  Taylor  in  1769, 
he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age;  and  about  ax  years 
after  this,  he  formed  a  connexion  with  the  notorious 
Nell  Clark,  who  seems  to  have  developed  and  con« 
firmed  every  depraved  propensity  of  his  nature. 

A  great  variety  of  amusing  anecdotes  respecting 
the  noted  piper  have  been  received  from  the  most 
respectable  quarters,  as  has  been  already  noticed;, 
but  they  could  not  be  admitted  consistently  with 
the  plan  of  the  work.  By  these  communications,  it 
seems  that  he  deserted  oftener,  and  formed  more 
connexions  with  females,  than  he  had  recollected,  or 
chused  to  relate.  On  one  occasion,  he  sat  in  the  pit 
of  Newcastle  theatre ;  and  being  desired  by  a  gentle^ 
man  to  play  a  tune,  delighted  the  audience  so  much; 
that  he  was  loudly  called  upon  to  perform  during 
every  interval,  and  at  the  end  of  the  performance 
Was  rewarded  by  a  handsome  subscription. 

On  reviewing  the  curious  and  adventurous  life  of . 
James  Allan,  we  cannot  deny  his  claim  to  the  title 
ef  great  in  a  certain  sense.    If  he  was  not  great  in 
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daring  courage  and  inflexible. virtue,  yet  he  was 
certainly  great  in  danger,  when  the  weak  and  feeble 
are  deprived  both  of  skill  and  promptitude ;  and  he 
was  acknowledged  to  be  great  on  the  bagpipes. 
Poor  Allan  by  his  harmony  augmented  the  sum  of 
human  happiness :  let  us  not  therefore  ^sturb  his 
ashes.  He  himself  is  answerable  for  his  own  errors 
and  his  own  crimes. 


FINIS. 
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Portrait  of  Jaihes  Allan  to  face  the  Title. 
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